
 
 
 
  

September 19, 2025 
 
James Oddo, Commissioner 
NYC Department of Buildings 
280 Broadway 
New York, NY  10007 
 
    Re: Zoning Challenge for 5 West 13th Street, Block 577, Lot 34 
          DOB Job Number: M01164499 

 
Dear Commissioner Oddo, 
 
I write to support the challenge of zoning approvals for this site submitted by 
George M. Janes, AICP.  I concur with the objections raised and urge the 
Department of Buildings (DOB) not to grant it zoning approval and to reject its 
ZD1. 
 
As Mr. Janes has raised: 
 

1) The building does not appear to comply with with ZR 35-651. 
Submitted plans do not comply with the stated streetwall requirements.  
Conformance with those requirements would create an entirely 
different shape to the building,making it dramatically shorter and 
requiring it to maintain the streetwall.  The building planned, as per 
submitted plans, does not.   
2) The building appears to have too much floor area. It includes 
enclosed residential open space which should space count as zoning 
floor area, but it does not appear it has been counted as such. 
3) The ZD1 (Zoning Diagram) is deficient. The ZD1 is not complete and 
does not follow the required instructions for such a drawing, containing  
errors and omissions which should have prompted a rejection by the 
Department. 

 
I have attached a copy of the full challenge for your reference, which has been 
submitted to the Department. 
 
This proposed 538 ft. tall, 36-unit luxury condo development is appallingly out 
of scale for this site and this neighborhood. On the basis of these objections, I 
urge you to reject the requested zoning approvals. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Andrew Berman 
Executive Director 
 
Cc: Community Board 2, Manhattan 
       Assemblymember Harvey Epstein 
 

 



 



 



       

 



 
 
 



 
 
 



 
 
 
 



 
 



 

 


