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Qe dare not  jus! look back on greal _ye.rleraﬁ_ys. We must look

ﬁ)rwaro/ fo greal lomorrows. What counts now is noljus/ whal we are

ayains/, bul what we are /{)[‘. Al Stevenson




From the VID Constitution...

PREAMBLE
Because we believe, with Adlai Stevenson, that the true direction of political activity is the ceaseless
examination and evaluation of local and national goals in the light of our democratic faith, and because we
were inspired by the principled and humane leadership exemplified by Mr. Stevenson in his 1956 campaign
for the Presidency, we, the former Village Stevenson for President Committee, have chosen to establish a
permanent organization to satisfy a need in this community for a Democratic political erganization that will

represent and be responsive to the majority of voters in the area.

ARTICLE I
PURPOSES

The purposes of the Club shall be:
a. to provide an independent, vigorous, liberal Democratic organization in the Greenwich Village area of

New York;
b. to promote the basic principles of the Democratic Party on the national, state and local levels;
. c. to encourage the participation of all people in the affairs of the Democratic Party;

d. to seek and support candidates for public and party office of ability and integrity who are dedicated to
public service, to promote measures designed to serve all the people, and to encourage the appointment of
qualified public officials and employees without regard to political sponsorship;

. e. to further the interest and participation of all citizens in the civic affairs of our community;

f. to eliminate services, favors or contributions to a political party as a factor in the making of an
appointment or assignment by a public officer, whether executive, legislative or judicial, and to eliminate
the practice of permitting party officers to exert control over such an appointment or assignment.
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In the Beginning
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De Sapio Battling to Save
His Post as District Leader

Defeat in Village
Could End His

Tammany Rule

By FRANK LYNN,
World-Telegram Staff Writer.
Carmine G. De Sapio is

very political existence in the
Sept. 7 Democratic primary.

Even Mr. De Sapio’s closest
aides concede privately that as
of now—nine days before the
fateful primary —the Tam-
many leader is in danger of
losing the cornerstone of his
political power, the Democra-

tic leadership of Greenwich JAMES LANIGAN. CAEMINE DE SAPIO.
Village.

feated a De Sapio-backed candi-|tions that the Tammany leader

véﬂ‘;cﬁ]ﬁ&:%’mﬁmﬁoﬁg date for Democratic state com-|pays little attention to Village
political fate of a man who mitteeman in the 1st AD. problems.
has played a leading role in Boosting the VID totals is De Sapio forces contend that
the national and state arena|l Srowing influx of high mid:-{the reformers are “johnnies-
as well as on the local palitical dle income Protestants and come-lately" to the Village and
scene, He has been Village|JeWs into new apartment bulld-|point up the reformers" flip-
Democratic leader since 1939, |\NgS in the Viliage and thelflop in first opposing Mayor
Mr. De Sapio’s leadership of steady dwindling of the Italian|Robert F. Wagner's renomina-
Tammany Hall, the prime|and Irish population which|tion and then switching this
source of his political power, is|°T¢® held sway. stand under pressure from
built upon his leadership of a The Village reformers have|former Sen. Herbert H. Leh-
tiny political subdivision of also developed over the yearsiman.
Manhattan, the 1st Assembly[d tough hardhitting machine,
District South in Greenwich|the equal of most political
Village. Under present Tam: organizations in the city, The}
many rules, the county leader|YLD expects-to spend at least
must be setected from the[S17:000 in its bid to unseat Mr.
ranks of district leaders. De Sapio. . .
Although this rule could be| M. Lanigan, who is 42, is a
changed after the primary, it lawyer and has been active in
ceem inconcelvable that Mr,|Various national and local cafn-
De Sapio could remain as paigns as a tactician rather
county leader if he lost his dis.[than as 2 candidate for the
trict leadership. His supporters|Past 12 years.
—-and their ranks may be Splits With De Saplo:
thinner after the primary—| Mr. De Sapio faces still an-
would presumably desert him|other opponent in the three-
in droves. cornered fight, Patrick J. Sul- 1

Biggest Political Fight. livan, a long-time intimate of
Mr. De Sapio, who is 52,|the Tammany leader, who has
obviously realizes he faces the|no hope of winning but is ex- ‘

stiffest fight of his political|pected to siphon precious votes 5 * =

S xio Rh“ puuredp s inalfrom Mr, De Saplo. the village VOICE, Auqust 19, 1959
trucks, literature and workers| Mr, Sullivan, 58, a retired
into the vicious all-out battle.|hero-police lieutenant who was
He has opened at least thresjan usher' at Mr. De Sapio's
headquarters in the district,{wedding, broke with the Tam-
which runs from Houston St.|many leader in a dispute over
to 14th St. and from Third Ave.|patronage. He is campaigning
to Hudson St. with the slogan: “De Sapio
The Tammany leader's prime|must go.”

adversary is James S. Lanigan,| The Tammany leader has in
the leadership candidate of the|affect conceded that Mr. Sul-
reform Village Independent|livan would damage his cause.
Democrats, a ¢lub which has|Mr, De Sapio attempted unsuc-
steadily increased its vote injcessfully to invalidate Mr. Sul-
fights with Mr. De Sapio since{jjvan's designating petitions to
1957, prevent him from running. De
Starting from a low point oflsapio workers battle Mr. Sul-
36 percent of the vote in 1957, |\jvan with the cry: “A vote for
the VID captured 47 percent of|Sy|livan is a vote for the VID."
the vote in 1959 and went over| The VID has centered its
the top with 51 percent lasligniipe Sapio campaigh on

year when Mr. Lanigan de-{.possism” charges and asser-
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The Bullies

It is hard for those of us who were brought up in the American

dition of individunlism to undersiand the mind of the Tammany

professional, It became, however, 8 little elearer to us last week-end

when a young woman from Ponca City, Oklahoma, decided to put up
a poster in her shop in support of the Democratic insurgents.

‘Within a period of 24 hours she was insulted, threatened, warned
that her window would be broken, told that the water in her photog-
saphy studio would be shut off and ordered 1o quit the premises, which
ghe had cecupled for almost three years, by nighifall.

All this happened becsuse one poster appeared in one window
on Christopher Street. The idea that anyone for any reason could
take it upon bimself to oppese the Boss—and worse, do it openly—
was so threatening to them that they knew the sign must come down
at all cost

The shrill, almost violent reaction seemed out of proportion to
the act committed. One woman kept chantlng: “We're going to take
it dowm!”

The events of the week-end reminded us of what happened some
months ago. After running an editorinl i T and
DeSapio, we received a surprising number of friendly calls from
native-born Villagers, most of whom were part of the Itallan-Ameri-

L can community,

One Stipulation

These people were highly appreciative, and one man even in-
vited us to dinner. But, they all made—without exceptlon—a single
stipulation. Never, never use our names.

L A small businessman from this group phoned agaln recently. He
told us he had signed a DeSapio deslgnating petition, but that he was
going to vote for McGuinness. ‘

*“They can’t find out how you vote?” He put it in the form of
8 question. We said no, and then asked him why he felt he had to be
80 secretive, He answered simply; “They'll put me out of business.”

And they could hdve put him out of busainess, just as they could
have put ithe young lady p on Chri Street out of
business if she hadn't had guts—and friends.

‘We have been hearing for a long time now from people who live
in the old communities of the Village that they are afraid to talk, and
we have since learned that our experience is not singular. Other
newspapers and information medla have told us the same thing.

Of course, this is not the way politles is conducted at Mr. DeSaplo'a
Flfth Avenue headquarters, There the game ls played with head tilted
toward heaven intoning words of overpowering rectitude.

The truth is, , that T is invol in practicall
every scandal and corruption in the city. But what we never so com-
pletely realized is the climate of fear and stagnation the machine
imposes on the people.




At Lanigan HQ— Many Happy Returns

By EDWARD KOSNER

Just after midnight the man
who really started it all strode
into The Limelight in Greenwich
Village to congratulate the man
who finished the job.

The visitor to coffee house off
Sheridan Sq. was Adlai Steven-
son, whose fruitless 1956 Presi-
dential campaign inspired the
birth of the Village Independent
Democrats, the scrappy reform
club that flnally dethroned
Carmine DeSapio in yesterday's
primary.

For the night, The Lirnelight
had been transformed into VID
headquarters and from the mo-
ment the first returns were
posted on the big tally board
at the back of the smoky room,
it was bedlam.

The first flash was from the
predominantly Italian 6th Elee-
tion District. It gave DeSapio
196 votes in the race for district
leader against 166 for VID
challenger James S. Lanigan.

The room, jammed with
young VID workers and sup-
porters, exploded in a whoop.
They'd cut deeply into the mar-
gins DeSapio enjoyed in the 6th
in past primaries and they could
scent the wounded Tiger's blood.

Within half an hour, the
trend was clear. By 11, Lanigan,
the Nebraska-born, Harvard-
educated real estate man who'd
helped run Stevenson's 1952
and 1956 campaigns, was ready
to claim victory.

“It's a revolution,” he ex-
claimed jubilantly, then mount-

Jim Lanigan and Carol Greitzer

P e z
For Closeup ot James S.

Lanigan see Page 44.

MRt L N T

ed the platform to thank his
faithful workers, many of whom
seemed hardly old enough to
vote thernselves.

“We told the voters we would
make this community a fit place
to live in again,” shouted Lani-
gan above the din, “and that’s
what we're going to do.

“We told them we are going
to bust the machine. And we
will

“We told them they'd see a
new kind of public servant—
who cares about human beings,
ot jobs, and we are going to
keep that pledge

Cheers rang through the room
again and Lanigan retreated be-
hind the tally board o the press
room to say it all over again
to the crowd of reporters there
to record his victory.

By midnight, the final tally
was in. Lanigan and the VID
had dealt DeSapioc a stunning
defeat, 6,165 1o 4,745, and the
happy crowd in The Limelight
toasted the result with satisfied
smiles and paper cups of beer.

Then pandemonium. Steven-
son had suddenly appeared at
the door and was moving- lo-
ward the platform in search of
Lanigan.

They stood together, finally,
gazing down on the crowd.
Stevenson said:

“I felt that since Jim had

suffered through two defeats
with me that it would be only
appropriate for me to suffer

through a victory with him.”

The crowd gave him the
night's longest, loudest and
most heartfelt salute.

“Where were you in 1952 and
567" Stevenson quipped.

“We were here—working for
you,” came the reply.

And it was true. In 1956,
when DeSapio’s captains sat on
their hands, it was the young
independents, the volunteers,
who carried the Stevenson cam-
naign. They became the Village
Independent Democrats and
turned their ferver to defeating
ihe Tammany chief. Now 1ihey
had done it.

The outs were in at last.

DE SAPIO IS UPSET BY LANIGAN;

The New York Post Lauds Lanigan

Lanigan vs. DeSapio: a Main Event

James Lanigan's fight tc unseat Carmine -DeSapio from his district leadership
may be one of the memorable political battles in local history. It could, of course, have
repercussions far beyond the Greenwich Village area where the contest will be staged

For DeSapio, this could be the last big bout. Regardless of dll other factors, a
decisive defeat for him now in his own bailiwick would be an 1rretnevab]e blow. But our

view of the clash is affirmative rather than negative. We
have often said DeSapio’s exile is no sure cure for the
political sickness of the state and city. He is not the worst
boss in our annals, and better than many we could name.

But Lanigan is an authentic, fiery and able spokes-
man for political reform. He mingles earnest conviction
with political talent. A forthright liberal, he has served at
key posts in both domestic campaigns and in important
government missions abroad.

We have talked frequently about the need for a new
form of Democratic leadership in New York, drawn from
the Kennedy generation and capable of imparting to the
political arena some of the intelligence and spirit now dis-
cernible in the U. S. government. Lanigan has strong quali-

fications for such a role.

In fighting for the chance to run against DéSapio when he might have chosen a
more comfortable place on the new frontier, he displayed the resolve and concern so
sorely needed in our political life. His victory in the September primary would be im-~

portant news.

LANIGAN

.Blasts De Sapio
Carmine Speaks His Piece

If Carmine DeSapio wanted to prove in his TV production yesterday that he
could do a better job of character assassination than any of his opponents, or that he
knows more sordid pohtlcal storles, his show was an unqualified success. But if his
Intention, as advertised in advance, was to convince the voters that he was being un-

fairly criticized and that his

continued leadership of Tammany Hall was in the best]

interests of the Democratic Party, he failed dismally.
As we have said in this space more than once, DeSapio is not the most benighted
of men nor is he the most malevolent politician' the Tammany machine has produced.

whom in Buffalo. The issue is how to make the Demaqcratic Party of New York demo-

cratic so that it represents the voting membership and speaks with the voice of the
people. DeSapio's play-by-play account of the machine's elective procedure was be-

DE SAPIO

guiling; oply the most naive

But long before the questions ‘began coming from the
reporters present, it was clear that his standard of politi-
cal morality was on a level which justifies reformist de-
mands for a change. The scurrility of his counterattack
reflected more of a capacity for viciousness than for leader-
ship; far from trying to show that the conflict between
him and his opponents could be reconciled, he not only
widened the breach enormously but did so with a taste-
lessness that was painful to behold. His plea for party
unity under the circumstances was a pious gesture equally
offensive.

DeSapio’s “inside story” of what happened at the
party's state convention in Buffalo was not without inter-
est, but unfortunately the issue is not who did what to

voter, however, would believe that the organization chart

works in practice the way DeSapio had it workmg on TV. In asserting that it contained

_built-in guarantees against “bossism” and in dismissing “bossism" as a “synthetic issue”
gonceived by people who don't appreciate him, Tammany's star performer underesti
mated the intelligence of his audience.,
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