


"Her .imine Was Ferfect"

((/ith all due restect to the young woman who began talking to me

at the nov. 23, 1987 Executive Conmittee .eeting, at the exact monent
Joel :reyers' resolution protesting Mayor Koch's arresting homeless
peorle against their will, came ur a second time for discussion. )

Iy attention was diverted so I did not hear or verticipate in the.
discussion nor know what haprened to the resolution. Later, I
was told that it was referred to a committee. is it similer to,
or essentially the saze as the Carol Feinman one oresented a week
or so earlier? Could the recording secretarv refresh our meTmory’

I would lixe the subject brouzht up azain. =specially in licht

of renarks row being made by l.ayor ioch that now he exvects thet
nmore than 50 percent of the homeless are mentally ill. You

surely renember that before theé-BDctober 1, 1987 greenlight for

the arrests, only a smzll percentage were considered in need of
roszitalization. Jon't forget - when he said the hozeless should
be picked up for their own gcod, even if it was against their will,
he also said that anyone who disagreed with him was crasy, or
vords tc that effect. OChilling, isn't it

Tocday, Decexmber 7, 1937, a front vage article by Josh Ezrbonel,
"rsycniatric Care For 111 Homeless [.ay Ze Lengthy," states, "zsy-
chiatrists See =Zxtended Treatrent Tor Jlew Tork's rentally 111
comeless.”

I only have to czll your =ttertior to an article by Zobert =.
Gould and Robert ILevy, (i.Y. Times, Lov. 27, 1987,) entitled,
"rsychiatrists ss Ffusrets of loch's Rounduz Folicy," to remind
you of the gravity of the Xoch FPolice roundup, and the urgency of
Joel tieyers' resolution. The zrticle says, "Je have seen the
disastrous results of the abuses of rsychiatry in totalitarian
regimes and must be on our guard to protect the integrity of the
rsychiatric »rofession as well."

Lhow, today also, (I.Y. Times, vec. 7, 1937, the day of the tooted
Reagan - Gorbachev Sunmit re-beginnings, and we can remenber another
Zecerber 7th of another time and rvlace,) we read thet the volice
were called in to arrest 11 (eleven,) members of Dignity, seys and
lesbians who refused to sIt down at =a worship service at St. Petrick's
Cathedral, choosing instead, to remain standing to show their dis—
arcroval of the Church's stand against them. TYou will rememxber

that these devoted gay and lesbian Christians can no longer attend
Speciel ‘asses at a Greenwich Village Church because the irchdiocese
of T'ew York ordered an end to the liasses earlier this year. (I'm
typing these notes on Dec. 12, 1987, and The New York Mimes says in
an =ditorial, "Aids, the Cardinal and The rublic," that "A church's
teaching is its own business, but doctrine that affects pUbITE
TOILITS publlc comnrent.” ThAe subject ol the editorizl is
TATTINET UTConnor's stand Zgainst "allowing <IDS education procraus
in the schools of the New York irchdiocese to include instruction
about condoms," but it applies equally tc the subject a2t hand.
Fellow members of V.I.D., Greenwich Village is our community, and




so is Zast Village, and the grid in between, and members of our
comnunity are being arrested because they are poor, homeless, and
gay. With a collective voice, we should rage against what's going
on, against the indignation, against the bigotry, against the
aggression by those who abuse power. Can't we see, or do we want to
see, that talk of hospitalizatior and concern for the mental health
of the poor, unfortunate ones, are scarcely veiled attempts to make
prejudice, discrimination, and hate palatable and acceptable, by
those whose eccnomic, social and politico-religious scheming is
coming unraveled?

For the past 25 years I have meaée no secret of the fact that T am
fey. But 1 didn't exnloit the fact either. A person's sexual
preferencez are his own business. But this Reagan sdainistration has so
muddled the waters of rights to privacy, and individual liberty,

and so forth that I stand up proudily ana announce the fact. And

ny announcerient is not a confession of sin because it is not a

sir. I consider it a gift and a special blessing! So you can
inzgine the horror and pain I felt when I read in a 1974 Baha'i Faith
cublication, that the Baha'i Faith forbids homosexuzlity. Forbids!

I read that in 1932 or 3 or what or when the hell,but definitely
during the Reagan nightmare years, and I got the hell out. Period.

I thought. They don't accert me. That's 0.X. <this is (was:)
imerica where church and state are separate &ntities. 4And in America
you ficht for the rights of those whose political and religious

and ethnic and racial instincts are differernt from your own, you
fight for tolerance., TYou fight against prejudices of zll kinds,

and you fight for the rights of those who believe nothing at all.

in imerica you fight for liberty. You fight for the victins ~f

all the systems! And you fight hardest for +he victims of your own.
And thet is, happily,:.our.Btrength z=2d4 thé beason why our sky is
blwma.” TPell me th¥ the'sky is blue?2" I can't. 3But tEat is why,
imerica, I-léve:yous -I consider being created gay a precious gift.
ind I'm thankful. I'm proud and beautiful! "It is He that hath

zade us and not we ourselves." For the rights of 411, we fight

in :cnmerica, we fight for our own rights, we fight Tor the voor,

we fight for the rich, we fight for the black, we fight for the
wkhite, we fight for all colors and races, we fight for gays and
lesbians, and we fight, as Bill Van Felix put it, "for those who

are as straight as a corkscrew!" e fight for everybody. Cr do we?

Homophobia, iids, MeCarthyism, racial prejudice, the homeless problem,
the blurring of distinctions between church and state, book banning
and burning, the crackdown on street vendors and Indisn restaurants,
Ronald Reagan's Administration's faithful execution of human and
individual and civil rights and liberties, inceed, their execution
of the laws of the land -- none of these 'paths' run parallel, they
converge upon each other and are interrelated. Ted /eiss said,

at a recent lower ianhattan town meeting, (Cne passed under a
Bronze Sculpture of Icarus, cast in 1976, with its' 'hope and

a warning' plaque, to reach the meeting at the community college,)
that this idninistration has shown less regard for the rule of lavw
than any Administration in the history of the Republic." :nd Ed
Koch's police action against the 'vietims of the system}:is it a
part of a larger, anti - human and individuzal rights, anti-
constitutional, natiornal, or perhavns international agenda?



who knows? But it is fascism. 'hat is fascisn? ‘ebster's
Dictionary, at least the copy I have, defines fascism as a ‘systenm
of government characterized by rigid one-party dictatorship,
forcible suppression of opposition, private economic enterprise
under centralized governmental control, instituted in Italy in
1922.” Village Inderendent Democrats, should we not denounce Koch's
'roundup' for what it is? It is fascism, raw and brutal, and
exvrenely dangerous! Have they come for you, yet? VWhen will

they come for mey Does anybody care? Or must thet question,

like Joel leyer's resolution, be sent to a committee?

Tne power, governor, and regulator of a democracy is knowledge
taught, learned, and shared by 2ll its citizens. rower is in

the hands of its people, hopefully all of them, who elect and put
their trust in their elected representatives, who work for their
rights and their welfaré. .The ‘divine! right of kines, the
'divire! right of gods, the 'divine' right of big corvorations,
the 'divine' right of a president or vice president or mayor, hes
no sanction in our system of government, that separates the branches
of government to protect us from the abuses of power, 4ind the
rights of both Church,(or different religious beliefs or non-
religious beliefs,) and State zre protected and safe only when

it is recogrized that the two are separate and distinct entities.

we smericans are not informed people, and I dare say, I don't
believe our elected representatives are either. :ost of us have
ornly been allowed to see our shzdows on the 'cave® wzall. Aind
never in the history of the Human Race have a people's minds

been more filled and meanipuleted by ‘rrogrammed' schemers and
'tower' brokers. For instance: Powerful .13C's Ted {oroel, writes
ir 2 lester to the editor of Saturday EZvening rost, Iov. 1287,
(Rerrinted in The Hew York llative, Dec. 14, 1987, and I quote

it, horing I'm not brealiing a copyright law by doing so without
aszing permission!,) "Je have actually convinced ourselves that
slogans will save us. shoot up if you must, but use a clean
needle. =njoy sex whenever and witn whomever you wish, but wear

a condom. ol The answer is no. Iiot because it isn't cool or
smart or because you might end up in Jjail or dying in an 2IDS

ward, but no because it's wrong, because we have svent 5,000

years as a race of rational human beings, trying to drag our-
selves out of the primeval slime by searching for truth and moral
absolutes in their purest form. Truth is not a poiite tap on

the shoulder -- it is a howling rerroach. ihat roses broucht down
froz ..ount Sinai were not the Ten Suggestions." hew! I, woppel,
and one of those Top ''en moral absolutes you rsfer to with such
obvious moral fire,(and brimstone,?) says simply and without
qualificztion or fanfare, “Thou Shalt ot Xill.- Remembering
the 5,000 of slaughter during the 5,000 years-of slime,:(slime
meaning human beines like you and me, I suppose you meany, _ '
I*n $helihBd " to. =k, yau¥r yon thifk 411 ¥fé Sommandfents are bf
equal izportance? ina what, by such a pronouncement as yours,
have you just done to Hincdursm, 3uddhis—-, Islam, Chrissianity,
wanz'i, etc,? Ahd what happens to-the ’unbelidver? Do you know
about the'Aryan' tribal people who 'arrived' in India about the
tize :.o0ses was taking Israel out of Zevot? (See, "Three ways of



isian .isdom, by Hancy Wilson Ross., Those people hated the
ancient “indu Temples and the lindu religiovs practices. /a—?
Nost likely becausc t 27 were embarrassed or ashamed of the
imegery depicted there. Those snow white spaces held the'szcred!
linga=n, and the'sacred'yoni. .nd did you know that the geoumetry
those symbols represent, are found in modern day physics, are the
stuff of what 'squaring the circle' is all about, that they

relate to the now, now, now atomic age, and that those symbols

and 'paths of lines' can be used to beautifully construct
excuisite human figures, exactly 23 squares high as the ancient
zgyotians and Greeks said they didY And did you know that most

of us didn't know that? And did you know that those symbols are
found on the Few York manhole covers, along with hundred of

very significant, and complex designs, all loaded with information?
Did you know that the two symbols are incorporasted in the

Icarus sculpture in lower anhattan: By the way, not one of

the Ten you speaik of says anything about homosexuality. “hat is
your vosition on that? Hopefully, that is not the slime you

were referring tol Yet my firm suspicion is that thz% subject

is the real iryan issue, and the issue that has rlunged so many
of us into these last nightnare years. .as it your TV network

or another, who had the weatherman who wrote from the back of a
pane of glass, nug gay, instead of the word nuggy. He corrected
the glaring mistake, and with a twitter, but not before we saw
through that 'glass darkly', because of it's horrible implicationsg
For those of us who are gay that 'coffin' was 'crystal clear.'

The nessage was every nuch as chilling as the statement that cane
out of the mouth of a republican senator in Houston, Texas, whou
said, "shoot the gqueers!" Do you rerember that statezment? ..nd do
you know the Christ who said that it is not what goes into the
mouth that defiles the man but that which cometh out? That Christ
also szid, "A new comnandment I give unto you, that you love one
another.” This is the First CO/UlauDAZLT, not sucgestion, "and the
second is like unto it. Thou shalt love thy neichbor as thyself."
I'm sure you will agree with me, Ir. Koppel that love in all its
lowest forms, if“thére is any such thing as low forms of love,

is better than hate, better thah agcression. If you teech ‘that’™
truth clearly to the 'orimesval slime,' (I can't stand the words, ‘'Prim-
eval slimé,) then the faescist or iryan overtonss to the words,
search” "for truth and moral absolutes in their purest form,"” would
not sound so blatantly shriil. The christ aldo said; . "ITf"you love
not man who: you have seen, how can you love God, whom you have
not seen? Iy Book is a wove book, not a law book (small 1.)

That little 1, (elle,) (L), looks like a Im (one,) ind the

Uk RACE has finally decided to LOVE whether the law, (wal,)
(wall,) allows it or not, and that is it's salvation!

Fower brokers have diverted our attention from the real issues. The
programmers' have done to us and to the rest of the world what

big power and the lust for big power has always done. It has

not shared its power with the likes of you and me. Because of the
fear of sharing, we cannot possibly imagine with our uninforned
ninds the extent of the distrust they have these days of the poor,
of the gay, of the black, of the Jew, of the Chinese, of thke
Russian, of the imerican, the american and Continental Indisn, of
the irab, of the French, of the German, of the Zapanese, the

% geggélggg Vietnamese, the Tibetans, the Tamils, the Sandinistas,
ne » of the government, of the ilien, of the dispossessed.



\n

2nd who are they? They are ourselves, and they are our gods.

How many Comings, firsts and seconds, and going aways and coning
agains and Reincarnations, and Crucifixions, Resurrections and
frections, how many Scapegoats, Sacred Cows and Bulls must we
have before the gods! ®hounds of heaven'have had their fill of
flesh?

Those of us who are still alive and can see with our eyes should
denounce =Zd Xoch's police state action against the homeless fcr
whet it is. It is leadership paranoia, and that's the worst
kird. 1t is '"characterized by systenatic dslusions, as cf
grendeur or, esp., persecution.” {lebster's dictionary.) 4
paranoid government, hellbent toward fascism, stumbles towzrd
reforn only when there are no other alternztives. hen the
victinized poor, the disvossessed, gays and lesbians, the

rich, tue eccentric, the resigned, the believer, the unbeliever,
the honest, the dishonest, the crook, the saint, the leader, tre
led, trhe slave, the free - in other words, when we the people of
~herica, north and south and south of the border, and across the
Flanet zZarth, from Russia to Teheran, to Baghdad, to Syria, to
Jerusalem, to Japan, to China, wo ‘fustralia, to africa, to Cuks
t2 everywhere shout witrout feer o without share, SHOUE, I'm

Me and I'm Beautifull) Iook at me! Iook into my beautiful eyes!
Iove me! Free wme, so that I can show you how much I can love
you, and how much 1 have to sive, of myself, to your gray and
dismal, paranocid world. ¢ently 1ift the yoke of bondace fraw v
tired should~ms anddseb me free. End T-bélieve that is what -~ ==
the'I " Am,that I Ad, Baid: :,through-the t¥hunder of Sinzi,’ Fre .~
HEMAN, R=CE, withou® ~oney, withcut hoze of a place in your
N's, (in's,) (inn's,) (St-3L.'s ?), thunders,l Al TE:T I =i
~nd tvhe Human Race ain't no horsc rzce! Ass Rece? 1Iou sar
Sc make sure its clean! -
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The resolution sponscred by Xeith Crandzll, and pascsed at th
=xecutive Board mceting on Dec. 7, 1937, (Two weelis after Jo
~eyers' resolution protesting the Xock, (s». Xock,) (cock,)
(crotch, ) 'roundup', (last roundun?,) (in the sky? s, of the
bomeless, was tabled and sent to a committee,) is, however
important, another issue entirely and could actually be in-
terorsted by the'suspicious!' as an alternative measure to divert
attention away from the illegal violations of human rights going
on in our community, across the land, and throughout the world.
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I think it't time V.I.D.'s :xecutive Committee said to our
lcadersaiv, to our menmbe¥ship, to our homeless, to our elected
orficials and our mayor, anG to those he has appointed to vpositions
of authority over us, through Joel ieyers' resolution, that V.I.D.
does not intend to sit Idly by in ‘'dark silence' while the rizhts
of the helpless in our community are being violated by police
actions against them, and who are being carted off, and the gods
know WHY and HOW, and WHERE.

Tocday, December 19, 1987, the Hew York Times front page beadline
reads, "Court Backs Treatment Cf ‘oman Held Under Koch nozeless
¥lan," and I heard on today's radio that a homeless verson was
found dead last night on 1l4th street. I was told that one named



zddie was found brutally murdered on Broom Street in Soho

several months ago. Violence is steadily picking up momentunm
against the homeless, increasing, increasing.. Has a carefully
orchestrated psychological brainwashing campaign now taken hold
in the minds of an unsuspecting public, (upon whose shoulders
governnent has shifted the burden of care to, in an attempt

to rid itself of its responsibility for the homeless,; to such

an extent that now peovle are conditioned to acceptthe aggressions
azainst their human rights going on everywhere around us? __

In the film at V.I.D. on December 4, 1927, entitled, Before Stone-
wall, (Cinema Guild, 1985,, Ronald Reagan is seen and heard
saying thet he believed homosexuality was an illness, and a

severe personality disorder. I believe that fear of it is the
issue, and the iliness, and that fear of that 'it', and that fear
of losing !comtrol,' led to idolph nitler, to Joe licCarthy, and
finally %o 2ids, and to Koch's illegal roundup of the homeless.

vecember,1987: New York Times, p. 29 - The article is sbout the
rise in the diversion of ambulances in iiew York City to other

places. 2ut the most chilling linés in the article by :lan kinder,
after he speaks of an""unexpected increase in overall hospitalization

and a sharp rise in the number of hospitalized AIDS patients" in
public and private hospitals, we read the following cuote from the
disease in the next severzl months would find the city's hospitals
without adequate capacity to admit all the patients tha&fmight

wew York
Tines about a reinstitution of chemical warfare manufacture after
a larse cof a good many years: In Shrevevort, louisiazna, or Salt
Shit! 4ire Llew Yorkers, the homeless and everybody else, the
victims of some 'hidden agenda:' Vho knows? But, until we find
police roundup of our homeless citizens! This is not a fascist
state, Is it

Unived Zospital Fund revort, "iny mejor outbreal: of resviratory
need care." Wait a minute! Didn't I read in Thursday's Jié

Lake City,or somewhere? Is there & hookup, somehow, somewhere:
out, 1, for one, support Joel Meyers' resolution protesting the
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