NicARAGUVA KESOLUTION

FOREIGN POLICY AND PEACE COMMITTE: EMERGENCY RESOLUTION

On Sunday, April 8, the New York Times, quoting sources in
the Reagan Administration, reported ominous news on
Nicaragua:

o That the US Central Intelligence Agency has supervised
the planting of mines in three Nicaraguan harbors: Puer to
Corinto and Puerto Sandino on the Pacific and E1 Bluff on the
Atlantic (six ships have reportedly struck mines);

o That the U.S. is now drawing contingency plans for use
of combat troops in Central America.

These developments follow closely the U.S. Senate votes on
April 4/5 in which the Senate (R) rejected by a vote of 61 to
30 a motion to delete funds for Nicaraguan subversion from
its Central Americen aid package and (B) authorized (61-19)
$21 million in funds for the Nicaraguan rebel groups
supported by the CIA.

Both New York senators voted to continue the CIA subversion
program.

The legislation now goes before the House, and will be
considered this month. The Foreign Policy and Peace
Committee therefore proposes the following as an emergency
resolution:

Whereas, a vyear ago the Village Independent Democrats urged
an immediate end to Reagan Administration subversion in
Nicaragua and urged the New York Congressional delegation to
initiate action to eliminate funding for subversive opera-
tions directed at the Nicaraguan government;

And whereas, the Reagan Administration has instead
accelerated these subversive efforts;

And whereas the mining of shipping lanes is of such a
belligerent, warlike character as to disgrace the United
States of America and bring the hemisphere to the brink of
war;

And whereas, the mining and subversion reflects a pattern of
irresponsible Reagan Administration opposition to the efforts
of Central American nations to replace brutal dictatorships
with popularly supported governments;

And whereas, both New York Senators in their votes on April
4/5, supported the Administration's repressive programs

Now therefore be it resolved that the Village Independent
Democrats condemn in the strongest terms the Reagan program
for subversion and war in Nicaragua;
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And be it further resolved that the VID urges the New York
Congressional delegation to lead the fight in the House of
Representatives against the funding of the subversion of
Nicaragua as well as the funding of the repressive govermment
of El1 Salvador;

And be it further resolved that the VID denounces the
decision of the Reagan Administration to refuse to cooperate
in submitting the issue to the World Court;

And be it further resolved that the VID expresses its shock
and strongest possible disagreement at the votes of Senator
Moynihan in supporting the Reagan Administration program of
subversion and war in Central America.
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The Committee also proposes to send the following letter to
Senator Moynihan:

Dear Senator Moynihan:

Enclosed is a copy of a resolution in which the Village
Independent Democrats expresses its sharp disagreement with
your position on the funding of the Reagan Administration
program of war and subversion in Central America, as
represented by your votes in the Senate on April 4 and 5.

Would you please be so good as to supply us with an
explanation of your position, If you wish to send a
representative to present your position to this club (or, of
course, to appear yourself) we would certainly provide an
opportunity for a full hearing.

Sincerely yours,

VID Foreign Policy and Peace Committee
Joe Catrambone and Keith Crandell

co-chairs
*kk

NICARAGUAN FORUM PLANNED

The committee is also planning a public forum on the
Nicaraguan question, tentatively scheduled for Memorial Day,
May 3¢. WE NEED ALL THE HELP WE CAN GET!!Itripteroteonnetnyy
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A Keagan Victory
In Senate on
Central America

The Reagan Administration got its
emergency aid package for Central
America through the Senate last
week after two weeks of debateand a
dozen Democratic attempts to re-
duce, delay or place conditions on it.
The provision for $61.75 million in
military funds to El Salvador and $21
million to rebels fighting the Nicara-
guan Government may have an even
rougher time in the Democratic-con-
trolled House.

Unswayed by the Administration
contention that the Salvadoran Army
was dangerously low on supplies,
House Speaker Thomas P. O'Neill
Jr. said he opposed further aid. In
any case, he was in no hurry to

America. The Administration was
reported to have drawn up a contin-
gency plan to send American troops
into combat if the Salvadoran Army
proves unable to defeat the rebels.
Talk of direct intervention may be
intended to elicit more cooperation
on Salvadoran aid from .
According to Congressional ‘and
Administration sources, the United
States is already playing a direct
role on another Central American
front. The Central Intelligence
Agency was said to be supervising
and providing equipment for the lay-

ing of mines in Nicaraguan ports as

part of a strategy of economic sabo-
tage. This was believed to be a shift
from the thus far vain attempts by
Nicaraguan rebels to capture and
hold on to territory.

Israel Fights
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schedule debate, putting it off until i
after the Easter recess ends April 23. Terr-orlsm
There is a split among Democrats, Israel
some favoring aid to El Salvador, attacke
others seeking at least a delay until  last wee
they see who wins El Salvador’s  heighter
presidential runoff, tentatively rael anc THE N EYV YORK TIMES, SUN DAY, APRIL 8, 1984
scheduled for May 6. Jerus: '
However short the Salvadoran ror whey —
Army may be of such things as bul-  grenadd|
lets, it reported stepped-up activity onad N
and some success last week. Inanof-  shoppe ‘ 7 C "
fensive in northern Chalatenango West,” Otes ln Ong ress
province, the Defense Ministry said,  keepers .
19 guerrillas were killed and 15 and kill Last Week's Tally in Key Eastern States
wounded. In the east, a guerrilla  The othé .
commander named Carmelo Garcia  bility fr
Guevara and eight of his men were  tack *
repoited killed in an ambush. was &
Muchk of the Senate debate re- thr N
flected fear of direct United States ¢ Senate
military involvement in Central
1. A proposal to delete from the Central America aid package 821 mill:on for
aid to the insurgents in Nicaragua. Defeated, 30-61, April 4.
2. A bill authorizing $61.75 million in new military aid for El Salvador and §°1
million in funds for Nicaraguan rebels, Approved, 76-19, April 5.
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“AID TO SUPERVISE
NICARAGUA MINING

INVOLVEMENT IS ASSAILED

Actual Placement of Devices
Is Reportedly Carried Out
by Latin Commandos

By PHILIP TAUBMAN
Special to The New York Times

WASHINGTON, April 7 — Ameri-
cans working for the Central Intelli-
gence Agency on a ship off Nicaragua’s
Pacific coast have been supervising the
mining of Nicaraguan harbors in re-
cent months, according to Reagan Ad-
ministration officials and members of
Congress.

The sources say the mining operation
marks the first time since-the United
States began supporting Nicaraguan

“els three years ago that Americans

ve become directly involved in mili-
tary operations against Nicaragua.

The actual placement of the mines
inside Nicaraguan territorial waters,
they said, is handled by an elite group
of Latin American commandos who
use small, high-speed boats to pene-
trate shipping lanes close to shore.

‘Closer to Direct Confrontation’

The officials said that unlike ground
operations inside Nicaraguz conducted
by rebel forces, which American advis-
ers monitor from Honduras but do not
control, the planting of the mines in
Nicaraguan waters directly involves
Americans and is under their immedi-
ate control.

Members of the Senate and House in-
telligence committees said the role of
the Americans constituted a significant

Nicaragua and, as one Democratic
Senator said, ‘‘crosses a threshold that
brings us closer to a direct confronta-
tion with Nicaragua.”

A spokesman for the C.I1.A., Dale
Petersen, said today that the agency
would not comment on the mining

| operation or the involvement of Ameri-
cans. Intelligence officials said pri-

']y that Americans involved in the
v+ .ing activity do not enter Nicara-
guan territorial waters.

; change in C.I.A. operations against

Territorial Limits Are Disputed

Nicaragus claims territoriai waters
up to 200 miles off shore, but the United
States_ respects ormdy a 12-mile limit.
The intelligence ship that carries
4mericans operates outside the 12-mile
limit but well within the 200-mile
bopndaxy. Administration officials
= o M

mile or two of the Ni

coast. N

Based on the 12-mile limit res
b_y the United States, inteuigenc?ﬁtg
qals contended that Americans are not
directly involved in military operations
against Nicaragua but instead serve in .
::; tad“"?‘”?; capal;ity in international

ers similar to the role of Ameri

bg.sed in Honduras who train andct:mn?
tinue to help supervise rebel ground
forces inside Nicaragua.

Members of Congress, including
Democrats and Republicans, said the

! :
: fact that Americans remaip outside the
|| 12-mile limit does not lessen their re- |

'| sponsibility for the operation.
““We have carefully monitored these

| activities to insure that, whatever else
happened, Americans didn’t get into
combat-type operations against Nica-
ragua,’”’ a Republican member of the
Senate intelligence committee said.

The Senator, who asked to remain
anonymous, added: ‘‘That distinction
has now been lost. When an American
is on the mother ship in a mining opera-
| tion, he’s involved directly in military
activities. It's irrelevant whether the
ship is in international waters.”

Neither the Senate nor House com-
mittees were informed about the min-
ing or the participation of Amegicans
until recent weeks. Senator Daniel Pat-
rick Moynihan, Democrat of New York
and vice chairman of the Senate Select
Committee on Intelligence, said in an
interview Friday, “The mining must
be stopped and it will be stopped.” He
said the Senate committee has sched-

C.1.A. officials to discuss the mining
operation.

voted in favor of giving the C.1.A. an
additional $21 million to support Nica-
raguan rebel activities this year, said
he opposed the mining on the grounds
that it violates freedom of the seas and
places the United States in ‘‘the absurd
position of laying mines that Western
European nations may come and re-
move.”’

=

uled a meeting next week with senior |

Mr. Moynihan, who earlier this week |

. Mr. Moynihan was refe:ting to an

1 offer by France, made public on Thurs-
day, to help Nicaragua clear the mines.
Britain told the Reagan Administration
earlier this week that it disapproved of
the mining as an interference with in-
ternational shipping.

The House Select Committee on In-
telligence was briefed about the mining

- within the last two weeks, according to
members. There is widespread opposi-
tion among House Democrats to the $21

million increase in covert aid to the

Nicaraguan rebels approved by the
Senate this week, and the mining issue
is expected to play a major role in
House debate on the measure.
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Mining Began 2 Months Ago

The mining of three Nicaraguan har-
bors, Puerto Corinto and Puerto
Sandino on the Pacific coast and El
Bluff on the Atlantic, began two
months ago without notification of Con-
gress, according to members of the
Senate and House intelligence commit-
tees. The mines have damaged vessels
from six nations, including a Soviet|
freighter, since March 1.

The C.I.A., under federal law, is re-
quired to keep Congress informed
about the intelligence operations.
Members of Congress, although irri-
tated by the delay in this case, said the
agency could reasonably have con-
cluded that Congress implicitly ap-
proved an operation such as the mining
when it authorized financing for the
covert activities against Nicaragua. |

Administration officials said Ameri-
can technicians were involved in super-
vising, the mining because relativel
advanced equipment was involved.
They said three kinds of mines, ones
that respond to direct contag, sound

waves and water pressure, have been
planted in Nicaraguan waters.

The mines, according to the Adminis-
tration officials, were assembled in
Honduras and El Salvador with the
help of Americans. For the mining of
Puerto Corinto and Puerto Sandino,
they said, the mines and small, high-
speed boats used to place them in ship- |
ping lanes were transported to waters
off Nicaragua aboard a larger vessel
that serves as the nerve center for the
operation.

The ship, which was modified by the
C.I.A. to support mining operations,
carried both Americans and a unit of
Latin Americans who were trained to
plant mines by the United States, ac-
cording to the Administration officials.

The actual planting of the mines in
harbor approaches was done by the
Latin Americans, the Administration
officials said, following plans prepared
by Americans.

Administration officials said that if
the mining operation was suspended
because of Congressional opposition,
the mines already planted would not
pose an indefinite threat to shipping be-
cause they are programmed to become
inoperable after several months.
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1 1N TROOPS PLAN

- 1ui Use of Forces in
v 1l America Reported

by KICHARD HALLORAN

“p Lai 0 The Nrw York Times
WANHINGTON, April 7 — Senior of-
~-lals 10 lhe Reugan Admintstration
¥ Wl contingency plans are being
| drawn for the possible use of United
States cumbat troops in Central Amer-
ica il the current strategy for defeating

leftist forces in the region falls.

They say that if troope are ever used,
they will be employed under the terms
of the Rio Pact of 1647, a mutual de-
fense treaty that has been signed by the
« United States and all countries of Cen-
tral America

Planning Is Called Routine

vanl nuw, senior officials of the Ad-

tLstrutiun, both in public and in pri-

It Las < asserted that Lhere were no

vie v wead United States combat

vas hight wn Central America, In

O, that pulicy wtill hoids. But in re-

(st Languirtes, officials in private
+asied the pusaibility of intervention by
| United Stales combat forces,

The ufficials noted that such plan-
ung was rouline becsuse military
forces must be propared for all kinds of
puasible crises.

The plunning hus been divided into
| twolevels, political policy and military
contingency, the officials said.

Ihey nuted that the dispatch of

Conunued va Page 12, Columa 3
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U.S. Said to Draw ‘Combat’ Plan for Latin Region

They indi d that in di 14 the
possibllity of United States combat in-
United States forces to fight In Ceatral | terveatlon in Central America under
America would require the consent of | 1efms of the Rio Pact, they wished (o
Cangress under the War Powers Act of | #¢0d &t least two messages. One, di.
107. But they contended that few | FoCtad af Congress, is the Idea that sup-

for Adm Programs now,
members of Cangress would be willing port
o sbandon Ceirel erce o Con | a1 ez o e
munist rule. that combat troops may be needed

The officluls emphasized that the Ad- | Luter.
ministration would prefer to see El Sul-| The second message is directed to
vador's Army, with training and miii- | the Salvadoran Lnsurgents, their Nica-
tary assistance from the United States, ﬂﬂlllﬂﬂnn:lpwﬂer‘};u CII_?:“:M ulti-

; 1 malely the Soviet Univa, message
mﬁ;x_xed\e eftist insurgents in that :)’llhlll “"'“b:,‘,’,,“f,"‘""“s"";
ran l.ull.r‘ﬂll-l a desist aor

They also expressed hope that inter- confronted with the possibility of
oal political instability in Nicaragua,| United States military uction,
plus activitles of the unti-Government The Rio Pact of 1947, known fosrmally
Insurgents backed by Honduras and the| s the Inter-American Trealy of Recip-
United States, would persuade the left- rocal Assistance, obligates signers “'lo
ist Government in Managua to $t0p| provide effective reciprocal assistance
trying to subvert El Salvudor, as they| 1o meet armed attacks agalnst any
contend it Ls doing, or would lead to its state.” All Central Ameri-
overthrow. i

The ulticials reaffirmed that the Ad- mﬂn:;l;tma seitkie it Stusgeiayy
R n intended 10 pUIBUR 1SCOM: | 1 ooy s wrigrize Use of Farce

o
by former Secretary of State Henry A.| The signers mgree, the pact suys,
Kissinger, which called for a long-term | “that an armed uttack by any stale
program of scenomic assistance to| agalnstan American stute shall be con-
Centrul America costing 520 billion to ddﬂndnnnlnmck mm‘}l:.ll Ameri-
4§24 billiog in external financing from | can stules.” In response, pact au-
wm;’l . thorizes a‘lﬂdiplumllc relu-
: tons, Interruption economic rela-
They indicated that amy Presidential »
decision tu invoke the Rlo Pact would lh:_;uhlnduuohrmndlorm. )
not be taken until 1965 or 1986 or even treaty was invoked In the early
Iuter, after the current program In| 1¥60's, after Fidel Castro came to
Central America has been given a)POWerin Cuba, in an effort t Impose a
chance to work. But if this program| trede mwml:‘lqu ‘;::"'“ it "‘;
fails, one official said, “'we may be| I1voked ugain In 1865 when the Uni
faced with u protracted stalomate.™* tates sent forces into the Dominican
“The day may come whes we will be| Rept o provent a Muarxist take-
usked to help a country under the Rio Ad tration

! : Last fall, the R
fact anq lo come In with smilltary] o eitied (e United Stareoa

Invasion of Grenads as @ response 10 u
Quick Response Is Alm request from several nations In the
e officials snd that military staft| Caribbean to eliminute the threat (o the
ulficers were preparing the new pluns| reglon that they said said was posed Ly
for uperations in Central America sof u hard.line lefilst group in Grenads.
that the arined forces could be ready to| The Island nation’s leftist Prime Minis-
respond quickly to a Presidenual| ter, Maurice Bishop, was overthrown
order by that group in Octobwer,

The key officiuls who have devised
the loag-terin plan are sald 10 be the
Under Secretary of Defense for Pulicy,
Fred C. ke, and one of his principal
aides, Nestor D. Sanchez; two senjor
slaff officers in the National Security
Council, Oliver North and Constantine
m and the Cﬂtulwpld!r cl'ﬁlru:

Command, Gen. Paul F. Gur-
man, who has his headquarters in
Panama. .

Political Solutions Preferred

Mr. [klé has become a spokesman for
Administration policy on  Central
America before Congress and in public
forums, while Mr. Sanchez hus served
in embassies throughout the region.
The two National Security Council stuff
Officers ure specialists in military

P and Latin American affairs,
respectively. General Gorman, an
Army officer, was furmerly a senior
gﬂlfc:r on the staff of the Joint Chiefs ol

taff,

In the Administraticn, those officials
are consldered among the most Insist-
ent that Marxist elements influenced
by Cuba and the Saviet Union be elimi-
nated from Central America. They are
said to prefur political solutions bui not
to shy uway from use of armed force,

Their prupusals were sald W have
galned support wmony some mulitary
officers aged by the tul
Invasion of Grenada, which was car-
ried out by u joint force of Army Rig-
ers, paratroopers and marines, with
Alr Force and naval support,

Over the lust two years, President
Reagan has shown himself willing to
upply military power as an instrument
nﬁurnlsn policy in Lebanun, North Af-
rick and In Ceotral Amurics, where
somme officlals would be willing to exer-
cise more force than has been seen so
far

On Fuoday Mo Reagan criticized
Congress f¢r whal lie said was ils relu.
tunce to suppurt the use of milituy
furce in pursut of toreign policy gual ..
He suud that “mulitary furce, either di-
rect or indirect, must remain an avail-
able part of America’s toreign policy "’

The Fresdent’s remarks on the sub-
Juet, whivh he touched on ugain wday
e his weekly radio address, were the
liatesl o vecent seris of Adininisira-
twn elturts ‘o purtray legislators,
particulurly Democrais, as
considerable responsibility for foreign
pulicy prublems., I

In his speech Friday, Mr, Reagan |
said that Cwmwf wavering and
Second-guessing  had
American diplumatic eforts In Leba.
non und had encouruged “Lhe enemies
of detnucracy”” un Central America,

L]

Reservations in State Department

Ihere have been reservations in the
State Department about the use of
furce, with some officials reportedly
arguing against planning for a military
solution, and in the Joint Chiels of
Stalt, where some officers are not
tager 1 see American forces engagod
in Central America.

Those officers argue that the situa-
Uun in Grenada last October should not
be syuated with thuse in El Sulvador
and Nicaragua today and that, In any
tase, whal was Lo have been a six-hour
operation in Grenada took six days to
cumplete.

Muicuver, many nulitary offlcers
cuntend that the Unuted States should
nut dispateh Lrowps without clear public
support, catefully defined palitical and
military objectivies and sufficient
forces with freedom of actian to apply
tested military principles,

Present plans for American military
forees b Centra) America, the officlals
said, call for aintaining a continuous
presence in the region for the foresse--

[

PIvject nnlitary puwer into tne Tegion
awnd thus that they showld abate the
ttlitary bulldup i Nicarsgua,

Second, the officials said, the dis-
patch of American ground and air
forces to Honduras helps to traln the
Honduran Army, which they said was
much less effective and less well
armed than Nicaraguan forces that
huve been supplied and trained by
Cubu wid the Soviet Union.

Thied, they said, repeated American
deployments tw the region will give the
Southern C d, field d
8nd the services i general o cadre of
peuple who have been expmed 10 the
terrain, climate and conditions under
which they might have to fight one day.

Contingency Pians Tested
Exercises  also  test
plais, which include assessment of &
threat, u hst of fnendly forces avall-
able wnd a plan for employing those
h;nrcus tu luf-e! the threat, Since thase

gency plans bisve a short life,

1he ullicials asserted that conting
DU excruises i the region were rela-
lvely mexpensive, In many cises, an
e s sehedulad o e place in the
Liited States was muved 1o Central
Anienica, which meant that oaly the
cust ol transport was added.

While the level of Americas forces in

the Central American region will fluc-
tuate, the officials said, a residual
foree of about 2,000 military people will

in tn Honduras 1o mainiain equip-

ment, perform medical services and
gather intelligence.

About 50 United States military ad-
visers are on duty in El Salvador. The

able future. The officlals were carsful | Administration has said It hopes to

lavoid the lerm *' permanent.””
Aims of Exercises Outlined

besgiin i program in which United States
Nationu! Guard would train

They subd that nuntary eaercises, | With Costi Rican engineers there. The

Atk | e gprownd operis |
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e R I S T
et Lo thiey
ibe B TSR TV T § PPNE
P ooty sami b Casusts ale e
teideal oo show e balvadoran msur-
geuls. Nuaragua, Cuba and the Suviet

tu b PRI I TT

Univn that the United States is able w

AmErican  willitury  presence  in
Paviania will alsw e maintained, they

il
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