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Dear Mayor Adams, First Deputy Mayor Mastro, and Comm issioner Rodriguez-Rosa: 

I write once agai n to express my stro ng po si tion regard ing th e futur e of th e Tony 

Dapol ito Recreation Center in t l1e West Village. 

As th e Parks Department continues evaluat ing options for expanding recreation 

faciliti es on this s ite and along the Clarkson Street corridor, I want to be absolutely 

clear: any n ew recreation center at this location mu st, at a n1inimum, retai11 the 

visib le fa~ade of tl1e current bu ildin g. Th e Dapolito Center is a deeply cherishe d part 

of the neighborhood's cultural and histor ic fabric. 

Our comm u nity recognizes that the needs of residen ts have grown. West Side 

residents - including families, seniors, and young p eople - deserve access to a 
state-of-the-ar t , spacious, affordable fitness and recreation center that doesn't 

require spend ing tho usands of do llars a year on pr ivate gym members l1ips. 



High-quality public recreation space is essentia l to pu blic heal th , socia l connection, 

and eq uity - es pecially in a city where affordab ility is increas ingly out of reac h. 

Previously, the Parks Department indicated it would engage a consulta nt or 
subcontractor to explore how much of th e existing str ucture could be incorporated 
int o a new design , giving us reaso n to believe that all preservation opt ions -

includi 11g retaining the fas;ade - wo uld be considered. Howeve r~ at tl1e August 6, 
2025 meeting of the Comrnun ity Board 2 Parks & Waterfront Committee, Parks 

represe ntativ es s tated tl1at th eir intent ion is "re moving th e [Dapo lito] bu ildi11g as it 
stands," and, at best, potentially retain ing only "elements" of the cur rent fas;ade. 

A viabl e path forw ard 1nust include the preservat ion of the building's visib le fas;ade, 

fully integrated into a revitalized, 21st-century recreation facility that meets th e 
evo lving needs of the community. 

I want to acknow ledge the City's $164 million investment in thi s corridor -

including plans for expande d recreatio n space, larger indoor and outdoor pools, the 
redes ign of the dated and underutilized eastern portion of J.J. Walker Park , and other 
long -overd ue improvements. These enhancements are welcome and import ant. 

Howev er, t l1e app roach to the Dapolito site has so far lac l<ed the creativity and 
respo nsiveness we'v e seen in other projects. 

This community deserves better than a false cho ice between pre servat ion and 
pr ogress. We can - and mu st - ac hieve bot l1. 

Tl1ank you for your attent ion to thi s matter. I look forward to collabora tion on a pat h 
that serves the publi c, honors the past, and mee ts th e nee ds of the future . 

Sincerely, 

~h 

Erik Bott cher 
New York City Coun cil Member 
Distr ict 3 


