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SITE NAME: MN-03-GF0890_A 
ADDRESS: 184 East 7th Street 
 

COMMENTS: 
Village Preservation finds that this proposed Link5G tower has adverse effects on the 
historic building sited directly behind it, and on sightlines to Tompkins Square Park. 
 
Situated on the southeast corner of East 7th Street and Avenue B, No. 184 East 7th Street 
is an “old law” tenement building designed by architects Schneider and Herter and built in 
1899. The building directly to its south, No. 105 Avenue B, was designed 
contemporaneously by the same team, and also remains extant. While not currently listed 
on the National Register of Historic Places, this pair of buildings retain their historic value 
and integrity and may be eligible for Designation. 
 
The buildings, which are almost identical in design on the Avenue B facades (though No. 
184 is one bay wider), are each six stories tall, with arched windows at the 2nd and 6th 
floors. The 2nd floor windows have radiating stone voussoirs and scrolled, foliated 
keystones, and the windows at the 3rd, 4th, and 5th floors all employ decorative surrounds 
with classical details. Corinthian pilasters span the 4th and 5th floors, and No. 184 retains 
an intact dentilated metal cornice at both its Avenue B and East 7th Street facades. While 
the first floor storefronts contain modern infill, which is a typical condition of historic 
buildings throughout New York City, the original, highly decorative cast iron Corinthian pier 
remains at the corner of the building’s ground floor storefront. The highly detailed, well-
maintained historic buff brick facade with intact limestone details would be visually 
obstructed by the installation of a 32-foot-tall modern tower at this location along Avenue 
B. Additionally, the tower is proposed to be sited only 7.5 feet from the streetwall at this 
narrow sidewalk, which creates an adverse impact on the historic setting. 
 
Viewed from the south looking northwest, the tall metal tower would also visually impede 
on sightlines to Tompkins Square Park, a 10.5-acre public park located diagonally across 
the street from the proposed tower site, and bounded by Avenue B, East 7th Street, 
Avenue A, and East 10th Street. Though Tompkins Square Park is not listed on the National 
Register, it is a historically significant landscape that has existed as City-owned public space 
since 1834. The park is integral to the history of the neighborhood, and has been host to 
demonstrations, protests, and other acts of dissent relating to civil and political rights from 
the 1850s to today. The park contains a vast array of historical monuments including war 
memorials, statuary honoring historic figures, commemorations of the General Slocum 
disaster which took the lives of more than 1,000 residents of this neighborhood (the 
largest loss of civilian life in NYC history prior to the 9-11 attacks), and a 19th century 
“Temperance Fountain.” Additionally, the park contains a great variety of tree species, and 
many of its existing trees date to at least the 1870s. The tower is proposed to be located 
less than 100 feet from Tompkins Square Park’s southeast entrance, and would block views 
into the park. 


