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Commitize

COMMUNITY ACTION (Carol Greitzer,
chrmn.). As a result of committee work
the club has taken action to urge the City
to: 1. Convert the Jefferson Market Court-
house into a library. 2. Protest the small
number of family units in NYU's Title 1
project at Washington Square Village. 3.
Permanently close Washington'Square Park
to traffic, It is also reviewing anumber of
other traffic proposals.

* % %

FLIGHT (Alan Kohn, chrmn.). VID
members and their families are signing up
for the first-class charter flight to Europe
via KLM; arriving London, Sept. 15; re-
turning from Amsterdam Oct. 16, Members
call Alan Kohn (GR 5-2736) for information,

ol % *

STATE LEGISLATURE (Jan Goodman,
chrmn.). VID recently participated in the
city-wide Liegislative Conference on State
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Issues--the first major city-wide conference
held by the NYCDV (Reform Movement).
Two VID people prominent at the conference:
John Westergaard as general chairman; Don
Davis leading a panel on charter reform.
State Controller Arthur Levitt was keynote
speaker and panelists included State Senator
Manfred Ohrenstein and Assemblyman Bentley
Kassal and Mark Lane. Borough President
Dudley also addressed the conference which
issued position papers on housing, legislative
and charter reform, and civil rights.
% *® L

In another action VID sponsored a bus to
the Rent Control Rally and Tenants March on
Albany. VID took a firm stand to strengthen
rent control and close loopholes in existing

law to restrict demolition, dislocation, and
hardship.increases

MEMBERSHIP (Barbara King, chrmn.) A
drive to bring VID's total membership to 1000 is
beginning with letters to all E.D, Captains ask-
ink for names of possible new members. An ad-
vertising campaign in The Village Voice and The
Villager will encourage reform-minded Villagers
to join the club and work in the coming Primary.

&
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The Primary Fight:

Members to Choose Candidates

Lanigan, Westergaard to Seek
Nomination, March 29 Meeting

VID will show boss-ruled Tammany how
it's done when ite membership democratically
elects candidates to oust Carmine De Sapio
and Elsie Gleason Mattura as Greenwich

Village District Leaders.

VID's candidates will be chosen at a
membership meeting at TWU Hall, 12th Street
and University Place, 8:00 P.M., March 29.

Two prominent Democrats, James Lanigan
and John Westergaard, have been actively seek-
ing the VID nomination. Lanigan, 42, is a
lawyer with a distinguished record of party
service. He was a founder, and member of the
executive committee of the NYCDV (Reform
Movement); a deputy campaign director for
Stevenson in '52 and '56; and winner of the VID
Primary fight for State Committee last year.

Westergaard, 30, a political economist
and financial writer, demonstrated remarkable
vote-getting power in his race for State Senator

last year; participated in John F. Kennedy's
first Senatorial campaign; and did organizational
party work in California in 1954-55.

Outlining VID's job in the months to come,
Lanigan said, "I think this campaign is going to
be the toughest VID has ever had. It is no longer
enough to be against Mr. De Sapio. We must
come to the voters with a positive program of
party reorganization. And in the campaign we
must show the voters what party reorganization
means to them in their everyday lives. "

Noting that the defeat of De Sapio will have
far-reaching repercussions, Westergaard said,
"Democrats in the Village must recognize that
the outcome of this VID campaign will critically
affect the future course of the New Frontier,
both in Washington and in New York. I hope, as
a candidate, to make this issue clear between
now and Primary day."

VID President Ed Gold named Herb Rosenberg,
assistant campaign manager in the last two
Primary battles, as the new campaign manager.

On the distaff side, as we go to press three
women have been mentioned to round out VID's
district leadership team, but none has commiteed
herself to the race. They are: Carol Greitzer,
Elinor Herron, and Paula Whiteman. All are
active in the club. Mrs. Greitzer is a founding
member and past President; Miss Herron is now
corresponding secretary; and Miss Whiteman is
social chairman. 3

-=SPECIAL BULLETIN. Candi-
dates for District Leader
Female will be interviewed
and chosen at membership
meetings on April 13 and 20.
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS

Choosing District Leader Candidates
Wednesday, March 29, 8:00 P.M., TWU
Hall, 12th Street and University Place.
(See page 1 article.)

Polio Clinic

Thursday, March 30, 7:30-8:30 P.M., polio
shots will be given to Villagers at cost (75¢),
at VID Headquarters, 224 W. 4th St.

Forum on Charter Reform
Wednesday, April 5, 8:00 P.M., TWU Hall,
12th Street and University Place, VID will
present a forum on charter reform. The
Mavyor, Borough President, Controller, and
City Council have sent statements announcing
their positions and have been invited to speak.
At press time George Hallett of Citizens
Union, Mrs. Jerome Strauss, President of

the Women's City Club, and Seymour Graubard

of the Moore Commission have accepted invi-
tations.

WOMEN IN POLITICS

right.

The young lady at left is
a newcomer to politics
but the Republican Opp-
osition already mentions
her name with a sigh.

awa Club does not allow
women to join its ranks.
VID welcomes women as
members, workers, and
leaders. If you're a wo-
man--politically-minded--
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Six VID Delegates Chosen To
Serve Reform Movement

The voice of VID helped to bring the newly
reorganized New York Committee for Demo-
cratic Voters into being as an organization truly
dedicated to reform in the Democratic Party.

Bringing together reform groups throughout
the City, the committee, under its new structure,
embodies many of the democratic principles in-
cluded in VID's own constitution.

The new structure, a year in the making, was
approved by VID and other member clubs recently
and four delegates from the club were elected.

They are Don Davis, who was also chosen to
serve on the committee's executive board; Carol
Greitzer, Stan Geller and Ed Gold. Jim Lanigan
and Sarah Schoenkopf, State Committee members,
are delegates ex officio. VID alternate delegates:
Ed Koch, Micki Wolter, Art Pearlroth, and Mel
Kraft.

The proposed structure for the city-wide com-
mittee went through many drafts and revisions,
bouncing back and forth from VID and other mem-
ber clubs to the CDV structure committee.

At one point, VID recommended 31 changes,
most of them insuring that ''ultimate power reside

in the General Committee'' and tightening up require-

ments for membership; all of them were aimed at
making the document more democratic. Fourteen
of the major recommendations were adopted, a
victory for the VID viewpoint.

Stressing the importance of the NYCDV, Don
Davis, delegation chairman, said: ''The whole
purpose of the movement is to gather steam for
party reform throughout the City. We can do this
only by joining with other like-minded clubs.

VILLAGE INDEPENDENT DEMOCRATS
224 W.4St., N. Y. 14, N. Y.
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Shame of Greenwich Village

BY SARAH SCHOENKOPF, STATE COMMITTEEWOMAN

Save the Village, Stop Evicitions, Don't
Demolish 15 Sheridan Square, Save Reént
Control; Stop Shulman on MacDougal Street,
on King Street, on Sullivan Street, on Waverly
Place; Save the Tenants on Verrazano Street.
These have been cries of the Village and this
reporter during the past year. And to that
we have now added; Don't Raze the West Village!

The Mythical Street

"Verrazano Street'' is the thoroughfare
the City has wanted to build by demolishing a
group of tenements on Downing, Carmine and
Bedford Streets. After the City bought the
tenements ten years ago, it promptly became
the worst kind of landlord, ignoring violations,
severely limiting services and not painting for
years. But perhaps the worst crime of all was
the City's refusal to rent apartments as they
were vacated. Today, when Village families
are being evicted from their homes.and are
driven to Queens and the Bronx, there are 70
vacant apartments in the ""Verrazano Street'
buildings.

To focus attention on the blight of these
buildings and the plight of their tenants, a
VID crew painted a three-room apartment in
one day (with help from tenants). Our next
step was to invite Deputy Commissioner of the
Department of Real Estate, Joseph Loucheim
to meet the "Verrazano Street'' tenants at VID
on December 6. Mr. Loucheim promised at
that meeting that the City would spend $7, 000
to repair and paint the apartments. Although
a part of the work was done, it stopped in
January.

The fate of ""Verrazano Street'' lies solely
with the Borough President--he will decide
whether to build the street or rehabilitate
the buildings if the street does not go through.
VID arranged a meeting for a delegation, in-
cluding several tenants, with Borough Presi-
dent Dudley on March 21.

Controlling Rent Control

Since December, much VID Housing Com-
mittee time has been speht trying to get a
stronger rent control law passed in the current
session of the State Legislature. To this end,
VID was a founding, and hard-working member
of HELP (Housing Emergency Legislative Pro-

gram) a city-wide group of 70 tenants organi-
zations and political clubs.

HELP sponsored an all-day conference on
January 14 to discuss the elimination of loop-
holes in the rent control law and other correc-
tive legislation. In addition, there was a HELP
rally at the Community Church on February 23
to plan the march to Albany which took place the
following week. VID sent a delegation to Albany
which included several tenants from buildings
our lawyers are defending.

Last week HELP and VID had a sound truck
on 8th'Street urging Villagers to sign letters to
Governor Rockefeller demanding stronger rent
control. As we go to press, reform Democratic
Assemblyman and HELP Chairman Mark Lane
promises a floor fight in the Legislature for
stronger rent control "even if it means extending
the session, '

What Happened to the Vest Pocket?

A City Planning Commission official remarked
privately last week, '"What the Village doesn't want,
it doesn't get.'' The comment was based on the ex-
perience of the Village with City Hall during the
past year and a half, beginning with our successful
battle for better zoning. If our Planning Comm.
friend is right, the West Village will not be razed
as originally proposed and $350, 000 requested by
the Housing Redevelopment Board to make a plan
of the area will be refused.

Hopefully, the Board will start from scratch,
working with all local groups to plan spot rehabi-
litation and development within the proposed site
or on other sites that may be suggested. Not being
a housing expert, this reporter finds it difficult to
understand why we have to evict tenants from good
buildings to build other buildings, when there are
empty lots, vacant schools, and other avaijlable
sites where no relocation is necessary.

We like the people who live in the Village,
whether they live east or west of Houston Street
{our political boundary) and we don't want to see
them uprooted, or forced to live in thousand-family
""projects.'" There's plenty of room in the West
Village and even in the area east of Houston Street
(th 13th Street school site being only one) for small
vest pocket buildings at authentic middle-income

levels (less that $30 a room). We don't have to
tear down people's homes in order to put up
homes for other people.




Mr. De Sapio’s Mistake

Under attack as he is, with his leadership
of Tammany seriously threatened, Carmine G. De
Sapio has worsened his position with the public
by joining in the assault on City Charter revi-
sion. It is of no substantial significance whether
he instigated the taxpayer suit that challenges
constitutionality of the 1961 law establishing a
Charter Revision Commission. The New York
County Democratic leader denies Mayor Wag-
ner's charge that he prompted the suit; but he
hopes “that it will succeed.”

What there was favorable in the De Sapio
reputation, to counteract the ‘‘image of bossism”
that has become the chief complaint against
him, had been built by the Tammany: leader’s
asserted policy of noninterference in the city
government, Perhaps this hands-off aloofness
was always a fiction, a carefully cultivated illu-
sioh. But he has managed, with the help of the
Mayor he now calls a “boss,” to nurture suc-
cessfully the impression that once his candidates
got into major public office they were on their

own, and that if they did their job well his
reward was the honor that rubbed off on the
Democratic party as sponsor of these officials.

Now, however, Mr. De Sapio has dropped all
pretense of nonintervention. He is leading the
fight against a Charter reform that aims at
strengthening and improving the city govern-
ment. He becomes the advocate of stand-patism,
of preserving status quo. He is the political
boss saving his power structure, and the public
interest be damned. His oft-vaunted faith in
the wisdom of the people is abandoned, as he
pulls the strings of political power to deprive
the voters of a chance to say whether they want
a new and better structure of municipal gov-
ernment, based on a revised Charter.

For reasons of self-interest alone Mr. De
Sapio might have been expected to separate
himself from the unenlightened party chairmen
safeguarding their machines, and tp pay lip
service at least to a civic cause that could bring
him applause. Perhaps, by failing to rise to
the occasion or the opportunity, he confirmed
—as Averell Harriman once suggested—that he
is only a little boss after all.

THE NEW YORK TIMES,
SATURDAY, APRIL 15, 191}

VID Program...

(Continued from p. 1)
open to every enrolled Democrat
in the district; meetings are open;
all political decisions about can-
didates and issues are made by
the membership.

VID reflects the needs of the
Village and fights for them. We
want to save the Village from the
bulldozers, to preserve it for the
families and creative people who
live here now, and not let it be-
come canyons of luxury housing.

Community Needs

We want Washington Square Park
to be open and landscaped for all
the people. We want to keep road-~
ways and buses out and baby car-
riages and guitars in.

We have been seeking low and
middle-income housing by rehabil-
itation of housing that's here and
not by wholesale destruction and
relocation. It's a tragedy to lose

families in South and West Village;
to lose writers, artists, loft and
cellar dwellers; shops, theaters,
all the groups that make the Vil-
lage unique.

We know there'!s valuable real
estate here, and the city can get
tremendous revenue from the
factory-modern luxur'y buildings
with paper-thin walls. But there
are human values that can't be
measured in tax dollars,

We know there's a serious prob-
lem of drug addiction in an alarm-
ing number of Village families.
The mob is responsible and we
want to throw the mob out.

This, in brief, is the VID pro-
gram--a program to rebuild the
party and the community. We
need your help now and your vote
on September 7. We need your
determination to return power to
the people, to make the Village
and the city a better place to live.

Political War Resumed;
Needed: Members, $$%$$%

Membership Blank

Name

Address

[JI am a VID member and am re-
newing for '61.

[]1 would like to join VID.
Enclosed is 35.

Gift Membership Blank
Please enroll the following in
VID. I am enclosing $5 for each

membership:

Name

Address

Name

Address

VID War Chest

Name

Address

[IThis is a contribution to VID
in its efforts to beat the boss-
rule forces in the ’'61 Primary.

+%» VOLUME 1 NUMBER 7

APRIL 1961

The Primary Election:

Lanigan, Greitzer Vs. De Sapio Slate

VID's Candidates Begin Fight Against Tammany
Summer Campaign to Climax at Polls, Sept. 7

James S. Lanigan

VID's primary election battle
with Carmine De Sapio is joined.
Co-leader candidates, Jim Lanigan
and Carol Greitzer, have been
meeting with enthusiastic workers
to plan the three-month campaign.
It will climax at the polls Thurs-
day, September 7, two days after
Labor Day.

Villagers are planning vacation
schedules to be here for the show-
down.

VID first challenged Mr. De
Sapio in 1956, winning 37% of the
vote. Two years later, VID
tackled the Tammany Boss again

and moved to within 47% of victory.
And last year VID standard bearer!

Jim Lanigan defeated De Sapio's
choice for State Committee.

With the tremendous increase

in Village Democratic registration,

and continuing public clamor for
Mr. De Sapio's defeat, another
VID triumph is in sight.

Carol Greitzer

Stressing the importance of can-
vassing and efficient organization
in the coming campaign, District
Leader candidate Jim Lanigan
t old VID captains and canvassers,
'"The Tammany tiger is wounded
and fighting for his life. He'll
stop at nothing to win. We've got
to tell our story to every voter
before September 7. And that
means pounding the pavement
and climbing stairs all summer.

""The future of the Democratic
Party is at stake, We're going
to make it the party of the people
again. We're going to support
and elect public officials who will
give more than lip service to the
things the Village and this city
need: low and middle-income
housing, better schools, better
parks--a city run by decent,
honest men. We want a citythat
cares for its people, not just for
the real estate and tax dollar."

Lanigan Outlines
VID Program

By JIM LANIGAN
District Leader Candidate

What is VID's quarrel with De
Sapio and the Tammany machine?
It's a fight to rebuild the city, to
give it back to the people, And
it can only be done by reforming
and rebuilding the Democratic
Party. It can only be done by
making the party and elected offi-
cials responsible to the voters
and not to an elite ruled by a
Boss.

What Voters Want

Voters are interested in hous-
ing, schools, parks, playgrounds;
the problems of narcotics, delin-
quency, traffic, etc. But the pre-
sent party establishment is only
interested in patronage, in serv-
ing itself,

Party reorganization may seem
a remote issue to many voters,
but it must take place before the
programs we all want can be
carried out. It is the only way
power can be taken from the self-
seeking few and be returned to the
people.

If the party is allowed to con-
tinue choosing back-room hacks
to run for party and public office,
there will be no gains for the
people. The establishment will
squeeze out candidates with ideas,
with genuine programs.

What is VID?

We believe VID is the kind of
organization the new Democratic
Party must have: membership is

Continued on p. 4
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VID Executive Committee

Monday, May 8, 9:30 P. M.,
VID headquarters, 224 W. 4th
Street, the Executive Com-
mittee will discuss the plat-
form for the primary election
campaign. Members and the
public are welcome.

Membership Meeting

May 10, or 11. The VID mem-
bership will meet to discuss and
approve a campaign platiorm
for the primary election. Mem-
bers will be notified about time
and place by mail.

Councilmanic Convention

West Side Democratic Reform
clubs will hold a Councilmanic
Convention to designate a can-
didate for the City Council in
the forthcoming primary elec-
tion. VID's District Leader
candidate, Jim Lanigan will
be Presiding Chairman. ten-
tatively scheduled for May 20.
Watch newspapers for time
and place.
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Summer Tammany Hunt Season Begins

VID BATTLES TO SAVE
GREENWICH VILLAGE!

By CAROL GREITZER
District Leader Candidate

When VID takes a stand on com-
munity issues, resolutions aren't
buried in the minutes--they are
immediately translated into ac-
tion: letters and follow-up to
public officials; open VID meet-
ings; and testimony at public
hearings (Board of Estimate,

City Planning Commission, state
legislative hearings).

As we go to press, a VID com-
mittee is scheduling a meeting
with Parks Commissioner Newbold
Morris to discuss all matters re~
lating to Washington Square Park:
closing the road permanently; re-
routing buses; improving play-
grounds and recreation facilities;
landscaping and lifting the ban on
Sunday folksingers.

VID is one of the leading groups
fighting to close the park to traf-

WHERE WILL YOU BE SEPTEMBER 7 ¢

September 7 is the day Village
Democrats go to the polls to
defeat De Sapio and return city
government to the people.

Does your vote count? Remem-
ber how much it counted to elect
¥ amedy? And just 3% more VID
votes would have beaten De Sapio
in 1959.

In making your vacation plans,
remember September 7, two days
after Labor Day. Plan to be home
to vote and join VID's victory
celebration. And join VID now!
(Blank at right.)

eSS

fic; unfortunately, the necessary
map change has not yet been made
and forces are at work trying to
reopen the roadway. We have
also suggested alternative routes
to get buses out of the Square.

VID In Action

A recent two-week period illus-
strates VID's concern with Village
problems. Our representatives
met three times with Borough
President Dudley--twice on the
"Verrazano Street' project we have
opposed; once on the West Village
housing project. We also met
with City Planning Commissioner
James Felt to voice our support
for a new library in Jefferson
Market Courthouse.

In discussions with J. Clarence
Davies and Walter Fried of the
City Redevelopment and Planning
Board, VID outlined its proposal

Continued on p. 3
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(Continued from p. 2)

for middle-income housing on the
site of the old P.S. 35 on 13th St.
between Fifth and Sixth Avenues.

Middle-Income Housing

The 13th Street proposal demon-
.strates VID's positive approach
to housing. Jim Lanigan and I
persuaded Mayor Wagner to take
the school off the auction block
to give a Village group a chance
to work out a design for a middle-
income, Mitchell-Liama, co-op
on the site.

We were instrumental in organ-
izing a non-partisan community
group to draw up plans. The final
draft, prepared with the help of
architect William Conklin, and
builder James Scheuer, was an
exciting concept, providing about
100 family-sized apartments, a
public sitting area, sheltered
outdoor play space, artists'
studios, and a theater.

The city rejected the idea on
the grounds that private bidders
were willing to pay top prices for
the site, and Village land is too
expensive for middle-income
housing.

The 13th Street group hopes to
find other sites and persuade the
City to change its current policy
which, if continued, would event-
ually make all Manhattan a luxury
preserve.

Scope of VID Concern

This past year VID held a series
of general meetings on housing
problems, including a protest
meeting on ghe NYU-Title 1 deal,
and a face to face meeting bet-
ween City officials and the tenants
of "Verrazano Street.'" Housing
Committee members painted a
"Verrazano Street' tenant's apart-
ment to dramatize the City's neg-
lect of its own property.

In other action a benefit raised
over $200 toward court costs of
MacDougal Street tenants in their
fight against slum landlord Martin
Schulman. VID lawyers volunteered
their services free of charge.

VID, in marked contrast to Mr.
De Sapio's Tamawa Club, has a vital,
constructive interest in all aspects
of the Village community.
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James S. Lanigan

A professional with ideals!
That's Jim Lanigan, who brings
a wealth of political know-how
into the race for District Leader
in Greenwich Village.

Jim combines professional
skills with a solid program for
reform within the Democratic
Party.

Neck-deep in things political
since he managed his first camp-
aign from a college dormitory
room, Jim whipped De Sapio's
hand-picked candidate for the New
York State Committee last year,
running under the VID banner.

Jim joined Thomas K. Finletter,
Eleanor Roosevelt, and Herbert
Lehman as a charter member of
their New York Committee for
Democratic Voters (Reform
Movement) in 1958.

An attorney, he is vice-pres-
ident of the real estate investment
firm of Roger L. Stevens, former
finance chairman of the Demo-
cratic National Committee.

Nationally, he has served as a
White House aide, and as assistant
campaign manager for Adlai Steven-
son.

In the city, Jim was founding
President of the Tilden Demo-
cratic Club and a founder of the
New York Young Democrats.

He served on the appeals panel

of the Brown-Sharkey-Issacs

Bill to enforce non-discrimination
in housing.

If Jim emerges from this year's
campaign as a champion of women,
it's because he feels strongly about
the importance of having their voice
in government.

"The machine thinks they're
trouble-makers, ' he says, 'but
that's just what we want. Women
are close to community problems.
We want their ideas. We must
replace indifference with people
who care about the community."

Carol Greitzer

Carol Greitzer brings a new look
to New York politics...and a fresh
outlook on things to come in Green-
wich Village.

The VID candidate for District
Leader Female is a dynamic young
homemaker who moved into politics
in 1956 when she climbed the stairs
of Village walk-ups to ring door-
bells for the Village Stevenson
Committee. That committee later
became VID, and Carol was on
hand to help organize the club,
serve on its executive committee,
and become its first distaff pres-
ident.

A devotion to the Village as a
good place to live and rear a fam-
ily has led the former advertising
copywriter into a host of commun-
ity crusades.

As chairman of the VID Commun-
ity Action Committee, Carol has
devoted herself to problems cover-
ing the closing of Washington Square
Park to traffic; housing, libraries,
zoning, schools, etc.

With members of her committee
she has testified on club positions
before the Board of Estimate and
the City Planning Commission.

In the Village, she is a member
of the Greenwich Village Association,
NAACP, the Village-Chelsea Open
Neighborhood Committee, the Comm-
ittee for a Library in Jefferson
Courthouse and the Village Family
Housing Committee, which she
helped organize,

VID and the Village are a family
affair in the Greitzer household.
Carol's husband, Herman, an
attorney, is also a past VID Pres- .
dent and twice a club candidate
against De Sapio and the Tammany
machine. And daughter, Eliza-
beth, sported bright campaign
ballons on her stroller during the
1960 campaign.

"I don't want to be a ledder if
that means 'Boss,' Carol says,
"I want to be a district represent-
ative, voicing the views of all the
Democrats in the Village."
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errazano Sireet:

by Mary Perot Nichols

of the South Village Italian-
American community,” neither De-
Sapio nor his supporters, with a
single exception, showed up at the
hearing.

The Voice learned that a few
days prior to the Board session,
a Tamawa Club captain had prom-
ised to “deliver” DeSapio on the
condition that he would be given
|sole and star billing at the hear-
ing. The tenants, who have had
the backing of other groups, in-
cluding the anti-DeSapio Village
Independent Democrats, refused
the bait. The VID and Save the
Village have been in the fight to
prevent the city from evicting the
tenants for almost & year.

The only DeSapio supporter to
appear at the hearing on behalf
of the tenants was Peter A. Cane-
vari, chairman of the Borough

President’s Local Planning Board.
He proposed new middle-income
housing for the site, but this was
upparently not too well received
by the tenants because it would
nvolve relocation.

The Board of Estimate made no
final decision on the Verrazano
Street situation. It put off action

No Starring
DeSapio Stays Home

An attempt to make Carmine DeSapio the stellar attrac-
fon at last week’s Board of Estimae hearing on Verrazano
Sreet collapsed when the tenants—the people who are facing
pviction—balked. Although they are predominantly members

jwépanth) pmo mobymoyy

wf, #0IG

2z my ombog porog »oppg

Role=

until July 27 to enable the mem-
bers to give the problem further
study. At the hearing, Mayor
Wagner paid close attention to
the speakers. After listening to
James S. Lanigan; the VID’s dis-
trict leader candidate in opposition
to DeSapio, argue against the
razing of low-income housing to
make way for a thoroughfare of
doubtful value, the Mayor called
him to the platform. He then told
Lanigan and the tenants that the
postponement of the Board’s action
on the street proposal was to be
taken “not only to review your
suggestions but to give the whole
Board of Estimate the chance to
visit the area.”

The tenants’ views were sup-
ported in a statement read by
Carol Greitzer, VID co-candidate
with Lanigan for district leader,
and signed by Sarah Schoenkopf,
Democratic State Committeewo-

man; Charles McGuinness, presi-
dent of Save the Village; Lawrence
Maxwell, chairman of the Village
chapter of ADA; and Mrs. Jane
Jacobs, chairman of Save the West
Village. Rudolph Castore, who
heads the Verrazano Street Ten-
ants Association, spoke for his
group.

ll to the plea of my parishioners.”

W billing at the heaving had appar- |
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ect included architect Robert H.
Jacobs and Father Mario Albanesi
of Our Lady of Pompeii Churth
who begged the Board to “listen

The request to give DeSapio top

&éntly been made by Tamawa cap-
tain Joseph Repettl, who is a
tenant on the Verrazano Street
site and a member of the local plan-
ning board.

In an interview with The Voice
Doris Diether, vice president of
Save the Village, confirmed the
story. She said that she and Cas-
tore had encountered DeSapio, Ca-
nevari,. Repetti, and Assemblynian
William F. Passannante in the
street early last week. DeSapio
greeted them, and left. Repetti
then made his request, according
to Mrs. Dither. Because the imme-
diate response was negative, Re-
petti asked that a meeting be held
at Our Lady of Pompeii Church to
find out the views of the tenants.

At the meeting, the request was
turned down by the tenants as be-
ing unfair to the groups that had
béen working with them long be-
fore DeSapio’s clubhouse had shown

any interest in the situation.

the village VOICE, June 1, 1961
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The Primary Election:

Members Adopt Campaign Platform;
Villagers Sign For Lanigan, Greitzer

Canvassers Carry
Petition, June 22

The Primary Election campaign
moves into its second phase begin-
ning June 22 and ending August 1.
VID's canvassers will ask Village
registered Democrats to sign the
official designating petition for
James Lanigan and Carol Greitzer,
the club's candidates for district
leader opposing the De Sapio slate.

Candidates for party and public
office are required by law to obtain
a certain number of signatures on
designating petitions to get on the
ballot. The petitions are green and
list the names of candidates for the
Democratic County Committee and
judicial convention as well as for
district leader.

Be Sure It’'s Lanigan, Greitzer

VID supporters are urged to read
the petition carefully and make sure
they sign only the petition bearing
the names Lanigan and Greitzer
printed at the top of the page.

VID canvassers will clearly ask
voters to sign for Lanigan and
Greitzer, but the opposition may
merely ask, '"Will you sign the
Democratic Party petition?" In
previous elections many anti-De
Sapio voters were surprised to
find they had inadvertantly signed
a De Sapio petition and helped put
him on the ballot.

Voters who work at night or are
not usually at home between 7 and
10 when canvassers usually call,
may telephone VID headquarters,
CH 3-6555, and a canvasser will
bring the petition to their apart-
ments.

’ it costs Jim Lanigan about $2.32
each week for shoeleather to canvass
against Carmine De Sapio for the
post of District Leader.

It costs Carol Greitzer about
32.5¢ in lollipops each week to ap-
pease daughter Elizabeth while
Mommy fights bossism in the Village.

It costs VID President Ed Gold
about 8.2¢ daily for aspirin to meet
the challenges of campaign meetings.

All the above costs are happily
and personally absorbed.

Steeleattier 4 4 <4
> > »& Lollipope

But there are other financial res-
ponsibilities that must be shared.
For example, the expanded VID News
costs $250 a month. It requires $1
from each of you to keep it going for
the rest of the campaign.

And a "little extra'' would be most
helpful, toot To meet/A gigantic
postal bill, an expanding rental, an
ambitious literature program which
will carry the Reform message to
every Democratic voter in the Village.

Fill in the coupon below and help
Lanigan and Greitzer to victory over
De Sapio and Bossism. (Envelope
enclosed.)

F——— —— — ——

Name

I
| Address |

! [} Here's $1 to help keep |
| VID News alive, |

l Here's that "little ex-!
| tra" to win the Reform |
' Fight against De Sapio

Platform Stresses
Village Problems

In three recent meetings VID
members hammered out a plat-
form for responsible political lead-
er ship in Greenwich Village and the
city. Essentially, it urges Demo-
cratic voters to take back the en-
ormous power now wielded by the
present Tammany leadership and
use it to make the Village and city
a decent place for people rather

than corrupt party hacks, real estate

speculators, and automobiles.

The first two meetings considered

planks on housing, parks and play-

grounds, education, traffic, narcotics,

and the preservation of Greenwich

Village. The final session dealt with

party reform and the city charter.

VID, unlike the De Sapio's moribund
Tamawa Club, is already well known
for its progressive efforts in commun-

ity affairs. The following are high-

lights from platform planks on hous

ing, parke and playgrounds. Succeed-

ing issues of VID News will outline
the remaining planks.

Housing
We urge:

--Strengthening of rent control,

--A change in housing philosophy

so that ''greatest possible fin-
ancial return' is not the guid-
ing principle. Manhattan
should have balanced housing
- new middle and low income
housing as well as luxury
building.

--Development of publically aid-
ed ''vest pocket' housing on
small sites with little or no
tenant relocation.

-~Rehabilitation and preserva-
tion of existing housing.

Continued on p.
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VID Executive Committee.

Members and the public are always
welcome at meetings of VID's Exec-
utive Committee. Meetings are us-
ually scheduled for Monday evenings,
9:30 P.M., VID Headquarters, 224
West 4th Street, but dates are sub-
ject to change during the campaign
period.

Campaign Social Activities

Committees are at work planning

an ambitious schedule of social
activities during July and August,
but no specific dates have been re-
leased as yet.

Four '"Meet the Candidates' cock-
tail parties will be held for Villagers
in the coming weeks and a fifth for
vacationing voters will take place on
Fire Island.

Several dinners, coffee klatches,
and a gala entertainment night with
well-known Broadway stars dre also
being planned.

Canvassing

VID election district captains and
their workers will be canvassing
the 19,000 Village registered Dem-~
ocrats every night until the end of
the campaign. If you can spare one
or two nights a week to help, call
Campaign Chairman, Herb Rosen-
berg: CH 3-6555.

While the Tammany Tiger Slept

Editorial:

WE FIGHT FOR THE SOUL OF
THE DEMOCRATIC PARTY

The beginning of the petition per-
iod on June 22 signalizes the formal
opening of one of the most historic
fights within the Democratic Party
in this century.

The stakes are no more nor less
than the soul of the Democratic
Party.

For the first time since VID's in-
ception four years ago there is con-
fidence in reform ranks that the
tide is running in favor of decent,
humane, and effective government.

We believe in the people of this
community and we believe in a dem-
ocratically run Democratic Club in
Greenwich Village.

We further believe in engaging at
every level of government those
forces cof greed and incompetence ~
that have thrown a veil of distrust
and cynicism over the actions of our
current political leaders, at the

community, city, and state levels.

For more than two decades an in-
efficient and cynical machine, dom-
inated by Carmine De Sapio has held
the district leadership of Greenwich
Village.

During the primary period, we ask
our fellow Democrats in the Village
to register their disapproval of the
De Sapio brand of leadership. We
ask you to sign our petitions to in-
sure that our candidates, Jim Lan-
igan and Carol Greitzer, appear on
the ballot on Primary Day, Thurs.,
September 7. We ask you to support
this major effort on behalf of respon-
sible government by helping us can-
vass, by attending our affairs, by
joining our club, by making contri-
butions. We ask your help in the
struggle for the soul of the Demo-
cratic Party, --Ed Gold, Pres.,
Village Independent Democrats.

WHERE WILL YOU BE SEPTEMBER 7 ¢

September 7 is the day Village
Democrats go to the polls to
defeat De Sapio and return city
government to the people.

Does your vote count? Remem-
ber how much it counted to elect
Kennedy? And just 3% more VID
votes would have beaten De Sapio
in 1959.

In making your vacation plans,
remember September 7, two days
after Labor Day. Plan to be home
to vote and join VID's victory
celebration. And join VID now!
(Blank at right.)
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Platform
{(Continued from p. 1)

¥e pledge:

--Continued efforts by VID at-
torneys to help tenants in leg-
al battles against unfair evic-
tion.

-Continued VID efforts to pass
bills in the State Legislature
that: 1. Require relocation of
tenants by landlord in compar-
able apartments at comparable
rents in the same community.
2. Prohibit hardship increases
by landlord until he has owned
a building three years. 3., Re-
peal Section 57 giving permis-
sion to raze a building if one
more building unit is added.

--Continued VID efforts to strength-
en Fair Housing Laws.

--To eliminate red tape involved
in bringing-discrimination com-
plaints to the Commaission on
Intergroup Relations.

Parks and Playgrounds
We urge:

-~-The immediate and permanent
closing of Washington Square
Park to traffic - but not to
people.

--Removal of buses from the
Park; re-routing busesto bet-
ter serve South Village.

--Use of the Park by all peace-
ful citizens for such cultural
activities as concerts, art

shows, folksinging - and elim-
ination of licenses for folksing-
ers.

--Police vigilance against law-
breakers and disorderly con-
duct in the Park - not harrass~
ment of law-abiding citizens.

--Better playground facilities,
moré benches, appropriate land-
scaping.

~-Development of more small parks
and sitting areas; pier facilities
for recreation; public tennis
courts and skating rinks; enlarge-
ment and improvement of Abing-
don Square Park.

--More play streets.

NEXT MONTH: Highlights on planks

[ ————— et

on education, traffic, narcotics, and
the preservation of Greenwich Village.
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RUDY CASTORE Member, VID Executive Committee

Chairman, Verrazano Street Tenants Association

'"I've never been much of an or-
ganization man until this thing be-
gan, ' he said, '"but I've learned that
without VID, Save the Village and
other groups, I'd probably be out in
the street., When you get into the
world of political doubletalk and red
tape, an individual is nothing."

""In days gone by I used to drive
a cab weekends to make extramoney
Now, I go to meetings, ' says Rudy
Castore, plucky Chairman of the
Verrazano Street Tenants Assoc-
iation, who has led the fight to pre-
vent the demolition of his own and
his neighbors’homes to make way
for a useless road.

During his nine-year battle to
save his own building at 38 Down-
ing Street and surrounding dwell-
ings, 35-year old Rudy has been to
many an early morning meeting.

He's also gained tremendous re-
spect for independent organizations

Truck-driver Rudy's first intro-
duction to the effectiveness of citi-
zens' organizations in fighting city
bureaucracy came in. 1952 when the
city acquired control of his build-
ing and others in the area. Rumors
started as services stopped. A ten-
ants committee was formed to pro-
test and Rudy was elected chairman.
It was not unitl 1958, when the city

announced plans for Verrazano
Street, that the fight really began.

""We didn't even get an official
eviction notice, " Rudy recalls,
""Someone put a slip of paper under
the door ordering us to get out.

But where ? I've always lived on
Downing Street - I was born and
brought up in the building next
door. The church where I was bap-
tized is down the street. I'called
my family together and the people

I can count on who live in the
neighborhood. Even my dog, Mitch
was involved - the city doesn't
want dogs in projects.'

In two appearances before the
Board of Estimate in recent weeks,
Rudy has won the respect of Village
leaders and the gratitude of his fel-
low tenants with his hard-hitting
speeches and astute direction of the
Verrazano Street tenants' role in
the hearings. He is a true grass-
roots leader - emerging from the
people to fight for the rights of the
people.

Today, with the final round of
the fight just a month away, Rudy
has come far from the original cause
and Downing Street. His interests
encompass the whole area of low
and middle income housing.

From left to right; Rudy Castore and his wife, Kath*yn with VID's
District Leader Candidates Jim Lanigan and Carol Greitzer at the
recent Board of Estimate hearing on Verrazano Street at City Hall.




The New York Post Lauds Lanigan

Lanigan vs. DeSapio: a Main Event

James Lanigan’s fight t¢ unseat Carmine -DeSapio from his district leadership
may be one of the memorable political battles in local history. It could, of course, have
repercussions far beyond the Greenwich Village area where the contest will be staged.

For DeSapio, this could be the last big bout. Regardless of all other factors, a
decisive defeat for him now in his own bailiwick would be an irretrievable b]ow But our
view of the clash is affirmative rather than negative. We § :
have often said DeSapio’s exile is no sure cure for the
political sickness of the state and city. He is not the worst
boss in our annals, and better than many we could name.

But Lanigan is an authentic, fiery and able spokes-
man for political reform. He mingles earnest conviction
with political talent. A forthright liberal, he has served at
key posts in both domestic campaigns and in important
government missions abroad.

We have talked frequently about the need for a new

Lanigan Calls For
Local Clean-Up

form of Democratic leadership in New York, drawn from
the Kennedy generation and capable of imparting to the
political arena some of the intelligence and spirit now dis-
cernible in the U. S. government. Lanigan has strong quali-

ﬁcatlons for such a role.

LANIGAN

In fighting for the chance to run against DeSapio when he might have chosen a
more comfortable place on the new frontier, he displayed the resolve and concern so
sorely needed in our political life. His victory in the September primary would be im-

portant news.

...Blasts De Sapio

Carmine Speaks His Piece

If Carmine DeSapio wanted to prove in his TV production yesterday that he
could do a better job of character assassination than any of his opponents, or that he
knows more sordid political storles, his show was an unqualified success. But if his
intention, as advertised in advance, was to convince the voters that he was being un-
fairly criticized and that his continued leadership of Tammany Hall was in the best
interests of the Democratic Party, he failed dismally.

As we have said in this space more than once, DeSapio is not the most benighted
of men nor is he the most malevolent politician the Tammany machine has produced.

DE SAPIO

But long before the questions began coming from the
reporters present, it was clear that his standard of politi-

b cal morality was on a level which justifies reformist de-

mands for a change. The scurrility of his counterattack
reflected more of a capacity for viciousness than for leader-
ship; far from trying to show that the conflict between
him and his opponents could be reconciled, he not only
widened the breach enormously but did so with a taste-
lessness that was painful to behold. His plea for party
unity under the circumstances was a pious gesture equally
offensive.

DeSapio’s “‘inside story” of what happened at the
party’s state convention in Buffalo was not without inter-
est, but unfortunately the issue is not who did what to

whom in Buffalo. The issue is how to make the Demacratic Party of New York demo-
cratic so that it represents the voting membership and speaks with the voice of the
people, DeSapio’s play-by-play account of the machine’s elective procedure was be-
guiling; only the most naive voter, however, would believe that the organization chart
works in practice the way DeSapio had it working on TV. In asserting that it contained
_built-in guarantees against “bossism” and in dismissing “bessism” as a ‘‘synthetic issue’
concelved by people who don't appreciate him, Tammany'’s “star performer underesti-
mated the intelligence of his audience.,

A chat with Village voters: District Leader Candidates Jim Lanigan
and Carol Greitzer discuss issues in the September 7 Primary fight.

Tammany Rebels Enter Primary Race

Like Bossism, Don’t Like De Sapio

A new thorn in Carmine De Sapio's
side is the challenge to his district
leadership by a group of rebels from
his own Tamawa Club. They have
mounted a campaign to put fofmer
police lieutenant Patrick "Joe'" Sul-
livan and Mrs. Elvine Noferi on the
ballot for the September 7 Primary.

It has been reported that Sullivan,
a former Tamawa stalwart, entered
the race because his Boss had failed
to keep his word. The implication is
that Sullivan was promised something
in the way of patronage and De Sapio
failed to come through. In announcing
his candidacy, Sullivan made no men-
tion of open membership, open meetings,
giving women and the rank and file a
vote in choosing candidates, and getting
rid of abuses in the patronage system --
the key political reforms sought by VID
and its anti-De Sapio candidates Jim
Lanigan and Carol Greitzer.

Sullivan has no announced program
on community issues, and his group
has held no open meetings to discuss
Village problems.

Irked by the rebellion in his own
club, De Sapio reportedly took drastic
measures to keep Sullivan out of the
race. Sullivan told the Village Voice
that De Sapio supporters had promised
him '"financial independence' for the
rest of his life if he would drop the
fight..

VID leaders view Sullivan's revolt
as a sign that some old-line Tamawa
workers believe De Sapio is becoming
a political liability. There are no in-
dications that Sullivan or his followers
have had a change of heart about Bossism
--only about who should be Boss.

There is one obvious similarity
in the names Lanigan and Sullivan,
but a world of difference in what the
two De Sapio challengers believe and
have accomplished in politics.

By Jim Lanigan
VID District Leader Candidate

During the past months New York
voters have witnessed a political
circus featuring every trick of the
Tammany Bosses--a vicidus struggle
to act "in the best interests of the
people.'" Never before have the
voters been able to watch battles in
the back rooms so clearly and see
through the cynical aims of old-line
politicians. Their aim is, as it has
always been, to maintain their polit-
ical power through the control of
patronage. Their interests are not
in Better schools, more housing,
cleaning up corruption, etc.

Reform Possible On Local Level

How does VID view this farce that
passes for democracy? It would be
easy to become apathetic and say
New York is too big--too sick and
rotten--for reform. . But VID and the
growing number of reform Democratic
clubs throughout New York have real-
ized that reform can only come about
at the local-~district leadership level.
A reform candidate on a white charger
could storm City Hall, but working
under the present City Charter, and
frustrated on all sides by the Tammany
Machine, he would be almost powerless.

Strike Major Blew For Reform

Reform can come about only by
challenging Tammany in every dis=
trict, by electing party leaders who.
are responsible to the rank and file
in democratically-run clubs.

This kind of reform won't happen
overnight. It will be a slow but
complete clean-up

The Reform Movement has a.lready
won a number of important primary 3
fights in Manhattan—-enough to give

Continued on p. 2
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Canvassing

VID election district captains
and their workers will be canvass-
ing the 19, 000 Village registered
Democrats every night until the end
of the campaign. If you can spare
one or two nights a week to help,
call Campaign Chairman, Herb Rosen-
berg: Ch 3-6555.

VID Executive Committee

Members and the public arealways
welcome at meetings of VID's Exec-
utive Committee. Meetings are us-
ually scheduled for Monday evenings,
9:30 P. M., VID Headquarters, 224
West 4th Street, but dates are sub-
ject to change during the campaign
period.

Lanigan On Reform

(Continued from p. 1)

it a quarter of the votes in the New
York County Executive Committee
ruled by Carmine De Sapio. A vic-
tory in the Village primary fight
against De Sapio in September will
strike the major blow for reform.
Defeating De Sapio at the seat of
his power can place control of the
Democratic Party in Reform hands.

That is why your vote September
7, and the vote of every Village
registered Democrat is vitally im-
portant and can help clean up the
shabby political mess that is New
York today.

"

The question is asked in the Green-
wich Village community: How can you
keep a political club going if there are
no rewards for the workers?

The answer is that there are re-
wards, but payment comes in the coin
of idealism and public service; not in
the "pirate's gold' of big-salary patron-
age, under-the-table '"friendship'" money,
hole inspectorships, and the like.

"But you can't form a club onideal -
ism!' the skeptics insist. Within each
breast, they continue, beats a heart
that yearns for the "payoff.'" The club-
house always hap operated on such prin-
ciple, and will forever more,.

But while part of the American
Dream may include the receiving of
favors, the acquisition of wealth; an-
other aspect surely indicates an almost
indestructible idealism.

For a political club born in the glow
cast by Adlai Stevenson on the American
scenr, idealistic motivation comes fairly
easy., And, it must be admitted, idealism
and public self-interest are happily joined
in our current effort to unseat Carmine
De Sapio on Primary Day, September 7.

WHERE WILL YOU BE SEPTEMBER 7 ?

September 7 is the day Village
Democrats go to the polls to
defeat De Sapio and return city
government to the people,

Does your vote count? Remem-
ber how much it counted to elect
Kennedy? And just 3% more VID
votes would have beaten De Sapio
in 1959.

In making your vacation plans,
remember September 7, two days
after Labor Day. Plan to be home
to vote and join VID's victory
celebration. And join VID now!
(Blank at right.)

Puf'hv;g the Squeeze on the Village
Editorial:

VID: A NEW CONCEPT
IN POLITICAL CLUBS

What we want, after all, is a com~
munity, a city, a state, operating in

the best interests of its entire citzenry.

We in VID, just over 700 at last
count, know a corrupt government
run by weak men, hacks, opportun-
ists, and incompetants cannot do the
job needed.

From a founding group of 30 mem-
bers VID has multiplied almost 25-
fold. In two elections for District
Leadership, this club of idealists
has increased its vote from 37 to
47 percent. In 1960, its candidate
Jim Lanigan won the State Commit-
tee race against De Sapio-backed
candidates with 52 percent of the vote.

There obviously must be a reward
for such people. The reward lies in
community achievement, in proving
democratic government can succeed,
in doing what a Democratic club is
supposed to do: Represent the people
justly and honestly.

--Ed Gold, President,
Village Independent Democrats
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More Highlights
Of VID Platform

Last month's VID News presented high-
lights from platform planks on housing;
parks and playgrounds. This month:
party reform. We will conclude in the
next issue with highlights from planks
on education, traffic and narcotics.

PARTY REFORM

Patronage:

The existing patronage system
should be entirely eliminated. Ap-
pointments to the public payroll
should be limited and should be made
only to policy-making positions. All
others should be classified under
Civil Service, not subject to political
interference.

Judicial appointments and assign-
ments, such as surrogates lists,
must not be made on a patronage basis.
All qualified members of the bar
should be elligible for such assign-
ments on a rotation basis.

Democracy At All Party Levels

1. VID urges democratic procedures
be adopted at all levels of the party--
local clubs, County Committee, County
Executive Committee, and State Com-
mittee, Rules of procedure and agendas
should be circulated. There should be
autonomy at local levels so that local
committees can convene without waiting
for the approval of the County Chairman
as is the current rule.

2. The County Committee: should
be drastically reduced in size to make
it a real working body--a membership
of about 300, holding at least 8 meetings
a year. It should be the basic legis-
lative body, with working committees
making decisions on policy and instruct-
ing the Executive Committee on carrying
out policy. If local clubs and the County
Committee function democratically, the
County Committee may serve as a con-
vention for the selection of candidates,
with members voting as instructed by
their clubs.

3. County Leaders: While some

improvement can be realized by re-
placing the current Boss, we favor
elimination of the concept of County
Leader. There now exist no rules de-
fining his duties or limiting his power.
The importance of the position derives
from tradition, personality, and the
power of patronage.

4. Duplication of party offices:
To prevent undue concentration of
power, no single person should hold
more than one key position such as
National Committeeman, State Chair-
man, County Leader, etc.
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VOTERS

1. How can changing District Leaders
affect government at City Hall?

The District Leaders in Manhat-
tan are the spokesmen for their clubs
and the rank-and-file in their districts,
In theory, they should have a powerful
voice in choosing candidates for public
office and determining party policy.
The events of the past weeks have
clearly shown how the County Bosses,
elected by the District Leaders, have
usurped the power of the District
Leaders and gagged the rank-and-file.

Most of the existing regular-or-
ganization clubs and District Lead-
ers are willing to exchange their votes
for patronage. The prevailing phil-
osophy is: '"What's in it for me?"

And under the present system can-
didates for public office are the chosen
tools of the Bosses. They must obey
them, because they got their jobs
through them.,

A district-by-district clean-up
with a return to democratic pro-
cedures at all party levels (de-
scribed in platform planks at left)
will directly change City government.
Party and patronage reform are the
only means to good government in New
York City. (See Jim Lanigan's front-
page article in this issue for further
information. )

2. In his campaign literature, Car-
mine De Sapio claims to be a reform-
er. What are the facts?

De Sapio claims credit for a num-
ber of reforms and community im-
provements, The facts are:

a. Permanent Personal Registration:
While enacted during De Sapio's rule,

it came only after groups like the
League of Women Voters fought
to get it.

b. Voting Machines: The use of

voting machines in primaries was
achieved only after insurgents
fought in the courts, over Tammany
objection.

c. Closing Washington Square:
De Sapio joined the fight to close
Washington Square to traffic at the
very end, when it became obvious
that the community was unanimously
for it. A number of private citizens,
including VID members, organized
and led the fight.

d. "Verrazano Street': De Sapio
refused to testify at the crucial
Board of Estimate hearing on the
"Verrazano Street'" proposal because
the tenants in the South Village area
would not let him be the sole witness
If anyone needs proof that De Sapio
moves to help the community only
when it benefits him politically--
this is it.

3. Who is Joe Sullivan?—l
-

See front-page article in this
issue,

While the Tammany Tiger slept, the home of Village sculptor Arnold
Bergier at Greenwich Avenue and 10th Street made a final plea. De Sapio
has never joined the battle to Save the Village from the bulldozers.
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ALTERNATE
ROUTE TO
HOUSTON ST,

VID MOVES FOR NE

TALK VEST POCKET HOUSING
~ FOR SOUTHVILLAGE

Initiel stops tbwnrd a low—1ncome
wusing nrojeet in tae Jedford-iowning-
Carmine Ltreet arca-—site o VIii's vie—
tory in the ighi against tic Verrazano
Ltreet propossl---iave been talen by South

Village residents and VID leadnrs.
LANIGAN ATMS FOR $25 PER RCOM

rudolph Lastore, cucirmrn oo the Ver-
rozano Street Tenants Association, emo-—
eratic Stote Commiticefuan Jinm Lanigan and
forner State Senat: candidate John 'festor—
gaarc met recontly with alter $. ried of
the City uousing and ¥ development Soard
to diseuss n 'itehell-fLama "vest poclet!
hounsing nroj et——with rooms renting at
$325—-——which would reploce th: vaennt build-
ings novw being denolishod on th land {or-
#erly allocatrd to Verrazano Street. | ayor
zgner has assured VID taat the occupied
buildings will remein,

In anathor develoﬁmnnt, Both i'r. Wag-
ner and Teputy liayor Screvane have told
VID they are unW1111nr to onposc corrtunity
interests in the YVest Village, currently
eruseg ov~r a so=called "slum clearanee

nronosal. (Picture on page 2.)

BUS ROUTES

Candidates Confer with
City Officials
ty Official

The Villapge Indepcendent Demoerats
have launched major action to get the
buses out of Jasuingion Scuare Pariee-—
for good.

maring the past three weeka, is=-
trict Leader cnndidates Jim Lanigon ond
Carol Greitzer have stressed the urg-~
ency oi re-routing the buses, in con-
ferences with Linyor Vogner and Farks
Corriissioncr [.orris. Thuey reminced the
ayor oi tihc long-overdus report, prome
ised neoarly throe yerrs age by Traffic
Cormissioncer Yiley, following the clos=
ing of the Seunare to private ears. vr.
Wagner has arranged for a mceting of
the department heads coneerned, with
an ¢ye to setting un delinite new
routes hefore the primary. The bus
nroblem was also presenteod in detail
to iir. ['orrig, along with ¥I propos-
als tor roegular meintenance and land-
scaning of the park.

CAROL GRHITZER'S 'BUS' RIDE

tn July 20, " rs. Greitzer accom-
pianird Senior Inspc ctor Tugene Grun of
the City ‘ranchisc :epartment and two
city officials on & three-hour drive
over several proposed alternate routes
for the rifth Avenue Coach Company.
The pew runs would take the buses east
ant. south to rousten Street, thus re-
moving the ncod Tor Jashington Scuare
&8 the line's downtown terminus, The

proposed itineraries vere drawn up by
- NPT - . -
= YIM traffic comaittece which has con—-

ducted n comprehensive’ study of Village
transit problens.
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WHY VID SUPPORTS WAGNER

VID SETS NEW PETITION RECORD

bR

cend of petition por—

YI Filed the

At tac
iecd on dupust 8,
signatures of 3934 ljemoerats
ureitzer.

the 1959

supparting Lanigon and
Yaig is alnost double
total-—=a new reeord for VI,

De Sapio iled 35168 nases——
700 fewer than in 1959,
r The

abont
tae ven Doss snuecezed
tarougn by unver 830 votes.
filed

The Sullivan-Noferi slate

743 pames.

BEllS ARE STILL RINGING

A »esp;te th» recordwbrrax-.
1ng pvt1t10n turnout “or danlgan
and urPItZPr, VIu canvassers con-
tinue thﬂlr doorbrll-r1ng1ng, 4
stair-clizbing safaris in the dis-
trict. They'll be talking to many
voters hack Yrom vacation, and
highlighting coampeipgn issues in
street—corner gpecches. And if
yon'd like to meet our candidates
——fét various pre-nrimary public
cvents——give us a ring at_CH-a—

6555. We'll bring you up to date.

REMEVRBER TC VOTE

FCR LANIGAN & GREITZER
OM PRIIARY DAY,

TIHURSDAY, SIPTRITER 7

WE STILL ¥oh HELP

ViD, 224 ¥ 4, NYC 14
1'11 pitch in...lere's noy:
35 regalar wembership
715 sustaining mermbership
contribution

ADBRTSS

T LEPHONE

!
i

' Naming Wagner Upheld

Reform Group's Support Declared
Based on His Machine Fight

To tHE Eprroror THE NEW YoRK TTyRs

Your July 27 editorial raised the
question as top why the Reform
Democratic movement = endorsed
Mayor Wagner after many of its
lezders, including myself, had been
critical of certain aspects of his ad-

ministration.

:
}
[

»

The prineipal ohjective of the re-
forin wing of the Democratic paity
is (o restructure the obsolete ma»

i chinery of the party and reorganize

the procedures by which candidates
for public office in New York City
and state-wide candidates are se-
lected. Only in this way will we be
able to impiove the guality of gov-
ernment at ai] levels.

We are endsavoring to remove the
policy-making prerogative in party
policy and nominating decisions
from the small ecligarchy at the top
of the pyramid and transfer it back
to the base, the enrclled Democratic
voters, where it belongs.

Clubs Run ‘by Rank and Flla

This ca'n ontv be done hy repiac?
ing the 6ld & izhtly controtled Tam-
many-ty¥pe clubs with open clubs
run democratically by the rgnk-and-
file Democrats of a comminity and
by reorganization of the ruies and
procedures of the county and state

! committees.

i
!

Until this is done, any public offi-

! cial who accepts party nomination

! from the five county leaders is to-

I

taily beholden to them and must
conduct his administration and ap-
point his officials in accordance with
the traditional rules of the regular
political establishment, This is true
despite his persenal integrity or
good intentions.

When men are selected for elec-
‘tive office within the confines of
these rules and for the primary pur-

pose of furthering the patronage
objectives of the machine, good gav-
ernment is virtvally impaossible,
Medioerity and carruption are in-
evitable,

The political system: destroys the
government waich it has put into
oifice,

It is obvious that no restructir-
ing of this long-entrenched political
establishment js possible unless the
party leadersnip is changed at the

district clubhouse level in the Dem-

ocratic primaries, and unless the
pecple elect a Mayor whé is not
bound by these narrow objectives
-of patrenage brokerage and perpet-
uation of the establishment,

Mayor's Independence

This yeéar efrcumstances have
arisen -which rnake possible the at-
tainment of both these reform ob-
jectives. We have a very broad
insurgent battle at the district club-
house level along with the oppor-
tunity to nominate 2 Mayor who,
irrespective of his past political
 ties, is now free from obligation to,

lor dependence upon, the Deniocratic

machine. In fact, he is fighting the
mauchine for his polmca.l lite.

At the sante-time. the vofers- will

have a chance {o adopt a Charter
revision which will substantially

strengthen the ability of the Mayor:
to reorganize the municipal depart--

ments and clean out the incompe-:
tents and petty thieves who have
been funneled into the government
of the city through the Democratic’
poiitical establishment for years.

Mayor Wagner understands what
needs to be done and wants to act.-
If he i3 re-elected with a new ticket,
he will be free to act.

Then, and only then, can we move
at last on such pressing problems
as slums, housing, narcotics, delin-
auency, traffic and the many other
problems in such urgent need of
solution. JAMES S, LANIGAN,

Democratic State Committeeman,

New York, July 31, 1961.

Screvane Hits “Bulldozer’’
_Tactics at Village Rally

VID's District Leader candidates Jim Lanigan (1)

and Carol Greitzer w1th
32an0 St, Tenants Assn,
vake,

Rudy Castore of the Ver—

(2nd 1) ancd Paul R, Sere-

candidate for President of the City .Council,

t
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IDs Aid Vids Lanigan Greitzer

Over 100 prominent Greenwich Vil-
lage residents, representing businers,
public affaire and the arte, have joined
io an Independent Sponsore' Committee
to help put over the election of Jim
Lanigan and Carcl Greitzer as Democrstic
leaders in the st A.D. Scuth. .

Membters active in civic affaire in-
clude Charles Abrams, former State Rent
Administrator; Gordon Clapp, former TVA
chairman; Trude Lash, executive director
of the Cltizens Committee for Children;
Dr. Milton Levine, member of the Village
Planning Board; ard I.D. Robbine, presl-
dent of the City Club of New York.

Among the artists, writerg and en-
tertainers are Edward Albee, Theodore
Bikel, Bruce Bliven, Jr., Leonsrd Bou-
din, Sybil Cooper, John Cournos, Jack
Diether, Art U'Lugoff, Jules Feiffer, ¢
Robert Gwathmey, Mary Hicks, Hat Hentoff, - !
Carol Jeneway, William E. Honen, Kim o
Hunter, Joseph P. Lash, Theodore Mann,
Kathleen Murray, Joseph Papin, Ruth Preg-
ton, Jose Quinterc, Tony Randall, Hugo
Robus, Richard Stankiewicz, Kim Stanley
and Werner Wolf.

NYU is represented in the member-
ship by dean Paul A. McGhee, Warren Bow-

er, Edward Cahn and Daniel Colline. Am-
ong the lawyers, doctors, businecemen
snd housewives are Mr. and Mre. William
F. Blitzer, Dr. and Mre<. W. Bonime, Don-
2ld Conforte, Jane Droutman, Andrew A.
Freeman, Rita Hocheimer, Robert H, Jor-
eph, Dr. Rene Leviticue, Dr, Albert W.
Mundes, Mrs. Jean Montague, Frederick
Redefer, Melville Ringler, Thomas Stix,
Hermine Weiss, Theodore Wilentz and
Martin Wolfson.

ERIC LARRABEE, REV HOWARD MOODY JOIN

Cfficers are: president, Ben Gold-
stein; vice president, Rev. Lee Belfora
of NYU; secretary, actress Irene Olgen;
treasurer, attorney William J. Igaacson.
Executive committee members are public-
ist Kenneth Bache; producer Noel Behn;
Betty Bernstein of the Citizens Commit-
tee for Children; attorney Adrian De
Wind; Norman Dorsen, associate profec-
sor of law at NYU; and Village ADA pres~
ident Lawrence R. Maxwell,

Formation of the committee reflects
the growing wave of neighborhood support
for enti-machine Democratic party reform.
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DON'T WORRY BOYS, IF YOU PRETEND THEY'RE

Apparently the tiger has decided that
it's safer to play possum---or ostrich--~in
a primary fight.

This summer, Carmine De Sapic has duck-
ed out of at least four major radio-TV pro-
grams in which he would have had to confront
bis VID opposition and defend hie &brzentee
"leadership" in the Village.

NOT THERE, THEY'LL GO AWAY !

The chowe are the Citizene' Unicn
"Searchlight" {NBC-TV), the League of Women
Votere' "Mirect Line" (NBC-TV)}, the Betty
Furnes= program {WNTA) and Barry Gray'e radio
show. Cn two of the TVehicles, The Boee tur-
ned down the choice of appearing with Jim
Lenigan or alone.

The Chief knows when to play it cafe,
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To Tour Village

On a recent visit to the Village, the Mayor 1= chown with, 1 to r: Borough Prerident

??@hy

Carmine:

On the heels of VID action last
week to reroute busges from Washington
Square Park, Carmine De Sapio suddenly
remembered that the Square is part of
Greenwich Village, and iseued a8 state-
ment in which he borrowed nearly all of
VID'e proposales for alleviating the
neighborhood traffic problenm.

The Boee'® preoccupation with the
Squdare produced a reply from Jim Lani-
gan and Carol Greitzer, his district
leader opponents, who said: "de ueual,
Mr. De Sapio, afier two years of eil-
ence about Greenwich Village probleme,
has decided that three weeks before
Primary Day is the time to rediscover
bis community. We welcome his customary
pre -primary indignation about condit-
ions in Washington Sguare. We have other
problems in the Village which we have
been working on, such as low-rent hous-
ing, narcotics and the invaeion of real
estate speculators. We hope the impend-
ing primary election will stimulate Mr,

De Sapic's interest in themse areas, too."

VID STILL NEuOTIATING

Meanwhile, VID continued to press
its bus rerocuting proposgals at a meet-
ing in Borough President Dudley's off-
ice lasi week, Mr. Tudley offered a
tentative plan which would furiber re-
strict bus parking in the Square and
add substantially to the recreation
area in the park. While VID hae not ac-
cepted this ag a fimal solution, It ie
velieved that the Dudley plan may soon
lead to the establishment of routes
which would take the huses out of the
park area entirely and lead tc better
South Village service.

e o e S
.\

Carol GreLtzer, Verrazano Street tenant leader Rudy Cartore a2nd Jdim Tanigan.

ME 'l‘llﬂ
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Vid PlaysHost Aug 28

Mayor Wagner, accompanied by run-
ning mates Paul A. Screvane and Abrahem
Beame, will make a walking tour of Green-
wich Village next Monday evening, Aug.28,
ag & guest of VID.

Escorted by district leader candi-
dates Jim Lanigan and Carol Greitzer, %the
Mayor will speak at the beginning of the
Waghington Square Concert. being held
that night. He will vieit various reesi-
dential-commercial areas, and also meet
Villagers in neighborhood coffee houses
and at off Broadway theatres during in-
termission. At 10:30 pm, Mayor Wagnmer
and his running waters will greet Vil-
lagere at 8th St, and 6th Ave.

The tour will be the Mayor's thirs
vigit to the Village in as many weeke.

l’ledge Local Aetion

To ctep up help for city narcotic
addicte, VID har acked Mayor Wagner far
funde for neighborhood rehabilitation
facilitiee cuch ac the Village Aid angd
Service Center. & capital budget allo-
cation hae also been urged by VID for a
library in the Jeffer<on Market Court-
house. The preoposale, preecented by die-
trict leader candidate Cerol Greitzer,
were received favorably by Mr. Wagner,
who hae discusced them with budget dir-
ector Beame.

REMEMBER TO VOTE
FOR LANIGAN & GREITZER

PRIMARY DAY
THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 7

POLLS OPEN 3-10 PM



ELECTION
SPECIAL

POLLS

OPEN

*

3-10 P.M.

VOLUME |, NUMBER 10 <= 98 Yillage Independent Democrats 224 W. 4th Street

Tel: CH 3-6555 SEPTEMBER, 1961

WHERE WAS _

BOSS DUCKS
LOCAL ISSUES

De Sapie’s absenteeism in Greenwich Village affairs has earned him the title:
“The Phantom Leader.” He may sleep in the Brevoort at 11 Fifth Avenue, but he
might just as well be living in his uptown office at the Biltmore. He shows contempt

VID DISTRICT LEADER CANDIDATES JIM LANIGAN, CAROL GREITZER

VID Winning Major Victories:

Road Through Park—NO
So. Village Housing—SI

VID is winning two major community battles that the do-nothing Tamawa
forces of Carmine De Sapio merely paid lip service to or ignored.

First, Borough President Edward Dudley has assured VID and the community
that immediate action will be taken to permanently close Washington Square Park

to traffic. The tentative plans call for
the transfer of over 50,000 square feet—
more than an acre—of roadway to the
Parks Commission for inclusion in a ma-
jor rehabilitation program. The buses

would be permitted only a temporary -

turnaround in the arch area, hedged off
from the rest of the park, until a new
-location can be found for them.

VID is still pressing for permanent
removal of the buses from the arch area
and the re-routing of buses to bring
service to South Village.

VID District Leader candidates, Jim
Lanigan and Carol Greitzer, have had
several meetings in recent weeks with
Mayor Wagner, Mr. Dudley, Parks Com-
missioner Morris and Traffic Commis-
sioner Wiley., Out of these meetings
came the new proposals to close the
Park to traffic.

Veto Verrazano Street

Secondly, the City’s 14-year-old plan
to build “Verrazano Street,” the “road
to nowhere,” that would destroy low-rent
housing on Bedford, Carmine and Down-

ing Streets will almost certainly be
scrapped.

New low-dividend cooperative apart-
ments proposed by Jim Lanigan and
Rudy Castore, Chairman of the Downing
Street Tenants Association, will be built
on the site instead. There will be about
120 predominantly family-sized units.
Most will be sold on a cooperative basis,
but 40 or 50 will be vented.

Rudy Castore, who fought City Hall
and brought VID and Save the Village
into the fray, will head the project’s
sponsoring committee. After Rudy, Jim
Lanigan, and Carol Greitzer led Mayor
Wagner on a tour of the area, the Mayor
said the proposed “Verrazano Street”
was indeed ‘a road to nowhere,” and
agreed to support the move for new
housing. Deputy Mayor Paul Screvane
and Walter Fried, Vice Chairman of the
Housing Redevelopment Board, also gave
their support. (See Rudy Castore’s story
of the “Verrazano Street” struggle on
page 2.)

for the voters with his callous disregard of local issues.

No other District Leader in Manhat-
tan is so unconcerned (even incommuni-
cado) about community affairs as De-
Sapio and his running mate. Only since
VID challenged his -

“aroused” Villageys fo -

community has De Sapic ang
about Village problems — and he only
does so a month before Primary election.

What goes on during the two-year pe-
riod between Primaries? The Tammany
Tiger sleeps! ;

Village voters demand answers to the
following questions:

o WHERE WAS DE SAPIO when rent

control bills came up in the state legis-
lature?
ABSENT!—But VID offered detailed
legislation to strengthen rent control
and protect tenants, sending delega-
tions to testify.

e WHERE WAS DE SAPIO when spec-
ulators evicted Villagers from low-
rent apartments to carry on their
“demolition” and “removation?”
UNINTERESTED!—But VID fought
for tenants’ rights — winning many
cases—and sought laws to curb the
speculators.

* WHERE WAS DE SAPIO when the

Village fought and won the battle for
protective zoning?
MISSING! — While VID conducted
tours of landmarks in danger of demo-
lition and presented a survey of busi-
ness activity in the Village at both
the City Planning Commission and
Board of Estimate.

e WHERE WAS DE SAPIO when NYU

got more Title I land?
SILENT! (And he was silent whén
his friends were given the sponsorship
of the Washington Square Village
project.) — VID has consistently op-
posed subsidies for NYU and is still
in the fight to get more multi-bedroom
apartments in this project.

¢ WHERE WAS DE SAPIO when news-
papers revealed the poor conditions in
the so-called “Verrazano Street”
houses on-- Carmine, Bedford, and
Downing Streets? (For that matter,
where was he when the City first
planned this unnecessary street?)
UNCONCERNED! — While VID ar-
ranged a meeting between the ten-
ants and the Department of Real Es-
state’s Deputy Commissioner which
expedited improvements and relocated
tenants out of cold water flats.

leadership  and

e WHERE WAS DE SAPIO when the
Board of Estimate held twe hearings
on “Verrazano Street™?

—ITANATLARLY, POR Cumminel—
While Jim Lanigan, Cavol: Greitzer,
Sarah Schoenkopf and other VID peo-
ple testified and rallied support from
other community organizations, De-
Sapio flatly refused to appear.

e WHERE WAS DE SAPIO when it was
revealed that the Village ranked high
in narcotics traffic?-

TOTALLY INDIFFERENT!— While
VID sponsored the first community
forum on narcotics; urged police ac-
tion on pushers; and supported funds
(Continued on page 4)

VID CAMPAIGN
IN HIGH GEAR

By Sarah Schoenkopf,
Campaign Chairman

Want to know how VID is running its
campaign? Well, if you’re a registered
Village Democrat, you can be sure we
rang your bell several times. If we didn’t
find you, we tried to call you. If that
didn’t work, we wrote you a letter. If
you didn’t open your mail, you probably
heard our street-corner speakers as you
strolled through Sheridan Square, down
Bleecker Street or Sixth Avenue. If you
only walked back and forth to subway
stations and grocery stores, you prob-
ably took literature from one of our
workers. 'If you didn’t take handouts
from strange girls on street corners, you
av least opened mail that appeared to be
a party invitation before you realized
the invitation was to meet our candi-
dates, Jim Lanigan and Carol Greitzer.

If you were busy the night of the
party, perhaps you’ll join our torchlight
parade and rally on September 6, Elec-
tion Eve. If you don’t join parades,
you'll read about us in The New York
Times, Trib, Post, etc. If you can’t bear
the world news these days, perhaps you’ll
buy a Village Voice or Villuger, or see
us on TV.

(Continued on page 2)

% VID Rally and Parade Election Eve—Sept. 6
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TAMMANY TICER COWERS

At last the Tiger of Tammany Hall is at bay—in the polling
booth. After many years of effort and hard work, a group of citi-
zens—outraged ot the moral decay of New York’s Democratic Party
and of the city government. itself—have succeeded in arousing the
voters of the city to the point where they are going to take back
their power from the Tammany machine.

"The voters are about to remove the Chief Tiger, Mr. DeSapio. But
this is far more than o campaign against one man. It is a fight to destroy
¢ decaying political system ond to substitute an open qnd democrgﬁq
party government by the rank-and-file Democrats in Thew communities.
This will improve the quality of local government and the services it
proyides. ]

A new generation demands that the Democratic Party serve
the needs of all the people in the City and State, rather than be
used as the private preserve of. a small group of powerh{l men
who conirol the party and the government of the City for their own

2w _irfaseots ond calfish purpose~: S

:The voters are closing in on the fan 4t the polls—they
have discovered that the real political power in wus City is wielded at
the Primary election. It has taken years to awaken the mojority of voters
to this fact. The political bosses have discouraged people from voting
in Primary elections because this is the only opportunity for the voters to
exercise their full sovereign power.

The Tammaoany machine, a product of the 19th Century, is
crumbling. The bosses know it. The voters know it. And the bosses
know the voters know it.—James Lanigan, VID District Leader

Candidate.

Thursday, September 7. We need you to

& Campaign in High
(Continued from page 1)

If you don’t do any of these things,
vou must be spending a lot of time think-
ing and anybody who veally thinks
about this election is going to vote for us.

VID is dedicated to bringing the rank-
and-file into politics—our whole cam-
paign is geared to the participation of
all Greenwich Village voters in the elec-
tion of Jim Lanigan and Carol Greitzer.

As you can gather, VID has been very
busy trying to get vour support in this
campaign, and if we have it, we need
vour help to win the support and the

votes of other

|

Village Democrats on

help do all the things we did to reach

“you, and we need you on Primary Day

itself to knock on doors, eall, and bring
the voters out. We need poll-watchers
and workers to insure honest procedures
and a correct vote tally.

And we need you after we win the
election to join with us in revitalizing
the Democratic Party in New York City
and throughout the State. Come and join
us—if ypu “let George do it,” he won’t.
Polities isn’t for politicians, it’s for the
people—you have to do more than vote
in this election, you have to be part of it.
Our address is 224 West 4th Street; our
phone number: CH 3-6555.
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What Does De Sapio
Think About Women?

De Sapio’s most ridiculous claim is
that he brought “equality” to women in
party positions. His Tamawa Clud doesn’t
evein allow women regulur membership.
His basic piece of campaign literature—
an 8-page booklet—nowherve alludes to
the existence of a lady running mate or
mentions who she is. Do ys6n know her
name? Have you ever seen her or heard
her speak?

De Sapio takes cvedit for many other
“reforms.” Actually they were jummed
down his throat. He is never an inno-
vator—he only follows when pressure
mounts through strong campaigns of
c¢ivie and community grouvs.

—CAROL GREITZER,
VID District Leader Candidate

e e P e e o e e o . o o s

CASTORE HAILS

ROUT OF

VERRAZANO BULLDOZERS

By Rudy Castore . :
Chairman, Downing Street Tenants Assa., VID Executive Committeeman

At this writing the battle to stop “Verrazano Street” is very mearly won—a
battle most people told me I was crazy to waste my time with. But I knew this

street was ridiculous and so did they.

When 1 was elected chairman of the
Downing Street Tenants Association, I
figured all I had to do was to present the
problem to loeal civie organizations who
were used to handling such issues. Many
of these groups didn’t seem to cave
enough to put up any kind of a ficht,
even though they did announce that they
were against the street. Even the Down-
ing Street tenants were beginning to feel
the fight was useless. They told me we
were powerless to fight the city.

The Save the Village Committee be-
came interested and began to acquaint
me with the technical problems involved.
I suddenly realized how complex fizhting
a city plan actually was and how much
organized opposition it needed.

ViD Enters the Fight . ,

Luckily, at this time I met Sarah
Schoenkopf, Democratic State Commit-
teewoman, and she suggested that I dis-
cuss the project with VID, which I did.
This is when the ball really started to
roll. Sarah and Carol Greitzer first went
down to “Verrazano Street” and painted
one apartment to call attention to the
city’s neglect of the property. Following
this and talks with city officials, condi-
tions improved.

VID then started setting up confer-
ences with city officials who might he
able to stop the plan in its tracks. We
saw Borough President Dudley twice
and he agreed that the biggest problem

in the area was housing rather than
traffic. v

At an unexpected hearing at the Board
of Estimate in mid-May VID, Save the
Village and other community representa-
tives were able to put up such strong
and constructive arguments for vetoing
the street that the plan was postponed
for further study. The Mayor was so im-
pressed by our testimony that he decided
to see the site for himself, and agreed
with us that “Verrazano Street” was a
“road to mowhere.” The Mayor is now
strongly in faver of better housing on
the street instead, and will be interested
to see any proposals we have along these
lines.

Long, Hard Fight—Bu¥ Worth I¥

As it stands now, the families living
on the site feel more secure now that
Mayor Wagner himself has condemned
the plan to tear down good houses fo
bad reasons. i

It has been a long, hard fieht, but at
least people now know that there is an-
other Downing Street, which like its fa-
mous namesake, has survived attempted
demolition.

All I wanted from the start of all this
was to stop the street, and help get soma
real middle-income housing for the peo-
ple of our community. There is one thing
I don’t like: that is for the city to eall
us obsolete.

E TEMPO DI CAMBIARE

i _ "
—"TIME FOR
e e
South, Vyirﬂgggf.”ﬁ?re%z years

I’d like to ask all
of my friends and
neighbors in the
South Village to con-
sider with me wheth-
er the time hasn’t
now come to change
the leaders of the
Democratic Party in
the Village.

’ Let’s go back to

Sidney Dean the beginning of the
Tamawa Club, and consider how much it
Itas truly helped our own community
south of the Square. )

Most of us remember when the Sixth
Avenue Elevated crossed over on Third
Street. We used to call it “the Chinese
Wall.” Under the elevated were some of
the worst buildings and worst “joints”
in the Village.

Neighbors. Must Unite

“The Chinese Wall”’ is still there—a
wall of false separation of neighbors
and false divisions of the common goals
of the entire Village for better homes,
better husiness and job conditions and
better surroundings for our families and
children. The Village must be united, not
divided, in its political and government
organizations.

The “joints” on Third Street arve still
there, attracting sick customers far and
wide. Why have our present Democratic
leaders permitted this street to remain
in the heart of their district. It could be
zoned like the rest of the community,
forcing the “joints” to close. What pro-
tection still keeps these unsavory places
open?

Tamawa's Do-Nothing Leaders

‘What have our powerful Democratic
leaders done to bring Dletter homes to
their own community? Nothing. They
have done nothing to insure that our
housing: projects, built with federal and
city money, provide some apartments
that South Village families can afford._
Meanwhile, get-rich-quick 1eal estate
speculation is driving up rents even in
the oldest buildings.

And how have Tamawa and De Sapio
improved the conditions in our streets,
parks and playgrounds The South Vil-
lage is still troubled by gamblers, push-

A CHANGE"

ers, and other anti-social elements who
drift in from the Bowery area.

When every other Village -citizens’
organization was working to eét auto-
mobiles out of Washington Square ami
improve the Park for mothers and chil-
dren, why were Tamawa and its affili-
ated organizations silent? Although Mr,
De Sapio finally spoke up for temporarily
closing the Square, why has he not nsed
his leadership to secure permanent im-
provements

Time For A Change—to VID

In these fifteen years of Tamawa
leadership, what has happened to the
income of workers and merchants? Qut-
side, low~paid, unskilled labor has taken
away jobs in the surropnding: factory
and loft disbriets. Shrinking ‘population,
shrinking jobs, lack of housing improve-
ments, have cut down the sales of re-
tuilers and skilled services. The leaders
of othey city communities have been sbla
to help their people by better planning
and cooperation ywith government bodies
—by caring for the people. Have our
own leaders. been too busy with city,
state, and national politics.

These are some of the reasons why I
believe we must decide, in the best in-
terests of our people and our community,
that it is time to change our Democratic
Party leaders in Greenwich Village.

Jim Lanigan and Carol Greitzer have
been chosen by the Village Independent
Democrats;, a pavty organization truly
open to every Democrat, to bring about
these changes. 1 know they have the
courage, the honesty, and the ability to
unite «ll Democrats in the Village, and
to lead the Village to help itself for bet-
ter homes; better jobs, and better moral
conditions.

1 ¥
i JOIN VID NOW! I
] O ........85 Regular Membership |
S $15 Sustaining Member |
I [ st And here’s a “little =
i extra” to help pay for this |
1 issue of VID News. I
; Village Independent Democrats =
: 224 W. 4th Street, New York 14 =
L)

Je
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VID

A - : : i
THE WAY WE 5EE IT: The plan to bulldoze moderate-rental buildings
to make way for “Verrazano Street"—"the road fo nowhere''—must
go, VID expiains here o Mayor Wagner. The Mayor took a look for
himself and agreed. With him are Jim Lanigan, far right, and Carol
Greitzer. The man at the map is Rudy Castore, Chairman of the
Downing Street Tenants Association, and an active VID member.

Photo Courtesy of New York Post

JIM LANIGAN
Tammany Foe

Let's lick all the problems connected with Washington Square Park

Conferring here with, Parks Commissioner Newbold Marris, center, are, from right, State Committeewoman, Sarah Schoenkopf (VID's .

campaign manager), Carol Greitzer, Jim Lanigan and Art. qu‘lg‘r..

While the Tiger Sleeps

Uoy,

VID TEAMMATE: Deputy Mayor Paul Screvane, candi-
date for City Council President, right, pledges his sup-
port fo the VID program. He feams up here with Jim
Lanigan at a special "Stop the Bulldozer' rally in
Father Demo Square. VID is working fo save the
Democratic Party from boss rule.

Photo Courtesy of New York Post

CAROL GREITZER
Hard-Working Candidate

a VID member and treasurer of. the GVA.
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PRESS DIGEST

MR, DE SAPIO’S MISTAKE
Editorial, New York Times

“Mr. De Sapio is leading the fight
against a Charter Reform that aims at
strengthening and improving the city
government, He becomes the advocate
of stand-patisma, of preserving statss
quo. He is the political boss saving his
power structure, and the public intersst
Le damned. His oft-vaunted faith in the
wisdom of the people is abandoned, as he
pulls the strings of political power to
deprive the voters of a chance to say
whether they want a new and better
structare of municipal government,
based on a revised Charter.”—April 135,
1961.

* * X

LANIGAN VS. DE SAPIO:
A MAIN EVENT
Editorial, New York Post

“] anigan is an anthentic, fiery and able
spokesman for political reform. He min-
gles earnest conviction with political tal-
ent. A forthright liberal, he has served
at key posts in both domestie campaigns
and in important government missions
abroad.

We have talked frequently about the
rieed for a new form of Democratic lead-
ership in New York, drawn from the
Kennedy generation and capable of im-
parting to the political arena some of
the intelligence and spirit now discemn-
ible in the U.S. povernment: Lanigan has
strong qualifications for such a role.

in fighting for the chance to run
against De Sapio when. he might have
chosen a more comfortable place on the
New Frontier, he displayed the resolve
and concern so sorely needed in our po-
litical life. His victory in the September
Primary would be important news’—
April 3, 1961.

* KX %

KENNEDY MAN WILL OPPOSE
DE SAPIO IN SEPT. PRIMARY
Article, Neww York Herald’ Tribune

“Tf Mr. De Sapio were to go down o
defeat in the September 7 Primary, he

would no longer, under present rules, be

able to serve as county leader.

“Tt s known also that Mr, Lanigan
has strong support from the Kennedy
administration. . .

* K* X

NO STARRING ROLE—
DE SAPIO STAYS HOME

Article, The Village Voice

“An attempt to make Carmine De Sapio
the stellar attraction at last week’s
Board of Estimate hearing on Verrazano
Street collapsed when the tenants—the
people who are facing eviction—balked

The Voice learned that a few days
prior to the Board session, 2 Tamawa
captain had promised to ‘deliver” De
Sapio on the condition that he would be
civen sole and star billing at the hear-
ing. The tenants, who have had the back-
ing of other groups, including the anti-
De Sapio Village Independent Democrats,
vefused the bait. The VID and Save the
Village have been in the fight to preveat
the city from evicting the tenanis for
almost_a year.”—Jjune 1, 1961,

O _March 30, 1961.

Joseph Papin

"Why Do They Insist on Calling Me a Boss?”

Reform, Anyone?

By William H. Honan
Former Editor of The Villager

I am convinced that the government
of the City of New York-—along with the
governments of Muscat and Oman—is
one of the last surviving strongholds of
feudalism in the world today. We have a
Mayor whose hands are tied by a City
Charter that easily could have been writ-
ten in the 13th Century and whose au-
thority is blatantly usurped by five bor-
ough barons, not the least agpressive of
whom is Carmine G. De Sapio.

What encourages me to speak out at
this time is that I think that New York

_City and Gy o-.wich _Vjillaga cam. = e
from its political Dark Age and ta.e
their places among the modern democ-
caries of the world if only the voters
will pull the levers for Wagner and
Charter Reform in the City—and for
Lanigan and Greitzer in the Village.

Sweeping Array of Reforms

Thursday, September 7, we will have
the chance to repudiate the chief of the
borough politicians, Mr. De Sapio, in his
own home district, Greenwich Village,
and throughout the city. Rarely have
such a sweeping array of reforms been
offered to any group of voters. New York
City can do in one election year what it
took the Western World seven centuries
to accomplish.

VID ELECTION EVE
PARADE and RALLY

|
| *
; Sept. 6—7:00 p.m.-

i *

Parade Begins: 350 W, 12 54.

& Where Was De Sapio

(Continued from page 1)

for the medical treatment and ecounsel-
ing of addicts and ex-addicts.

e WHERE WAS DE SAPIO when the
West Village Title { threat rocked the
community ?

OUT OF THE DISTRICT! — While
VID publicly opposed the plan and so
testified before the Board of Estimate.

e WHERE WAS DE SAPIO when the
battle to keep the roadway out of

Washington Square Park was on?

BIDING HIS TIME!—His early state-
ments were on both sides of the
feuce, but when community opinion
jelled, he reluctantly got on the band-
wagon. Since the Primary two years
ago, he has been silent on the park
problem until just recently. He has
also kept mum about the proposed
Abingdon Square Park enlargement.
VID took an early stand on closing
the park to traffic and rerouting buses.
We work for this goal at all times,
not just when the polls are open.

The “WHERE WAS DE SAPIO?” list could continue, but the examples above
are enough to give Village voters an indication of the blatant absenteeism of De Sapio,
the Phantom Leader. NOWHERE IN MANHATTAN DO DISTRICT LEADERS
DISREGARD THEIR COMMUNITY OBLIGATIONS AS DE SAPIO AND HIS

FEMALE CO-LEADER DO!

~

ADA HAILS VID

By Lawrence R. Maxwell,
Chairman; Village ADA

Why does ADA consider this pri-
mary so important?

It’s always risky to presume to inter-
pret other peoples’ motives, but therve's
no question as to the facts. Village ADA
is involyed in this campaign to a degrea
unegualled since the first Stevenson race
in '52.

Most ADA members are Democrats,
but we are proud of our non-partisanship
as an organization—of the fact that we
have backed numerous Liberals and oc-
casional Republicans. This has made us

volved in Primary fichts, and particu-
larly about taking sides in a fight for
party office. We are not a part of any
party, and we have not wanted our role
to be misunderstood.

What has' changed? I can speak, of
course, only for myself, but I think that
two new factors have been introduced.
First, a growing awareness, within the
ranks of ADA, that the key decisions are
often made on Primary Day, and that
to stand aside from this fight is to leave
the decision-making to others. The other
contributing factor, I venture to suggest,
has come from within VID. With its
erowth and maturity there has come a
clarification of purpose which makes it
unmistakably clear that VID has the will
and the ability to survive; that it fights
not for patronage or power but for the
soul of the Democratic Party; and that
its defeat of De Sapio will not only en-
courage reform Democrats everywhere
to challenge the old-line bosses in the
name of common decency, but will have
significant substantive implications for
the choice of candidates for public office
and the drafting, enactment, and en-
forcement of legislation.

S
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For Reform

One thing all Primary election cam-
paigns have plenty of is confusion. This
summer, the Village has had even more
than ifs share because the race for the
District Leadership has become a three-
way one, for the first time.

There is just one minor point at which
two of the three contesting groups come
together; the shared defermination of
both the VID ecandidates and Patrick
“Joe” Sullivan to oust De Sapio from
the leadership.

But. from ct‘hem..o _the differem gz s
sweeping and complete,

To Sullivan, the personal ficht against
De Sapio is the whole ficht. He has said
as much. A long-time De Sapio Tam-
many associate, he makes no pretense to
a reform program for our party, our
city or our community; he has no quarrel
with present patronage tactics; he
doesn’t like the present boss, but he
would replace him with a new one.

To VID, the fight against De Sapio
is just the beginning. It is part of
VID’s four-year campaign to re-struc-
ture the city-wide party; to make it, at
last, responsive to the wishes of its
members, not just its bosses, to obtain
for our community badly needed low-
and middle-income housing, schools,
parks, police protection, curbing of the
narcoties traffic.

There are two ways to vote AGAINST
De Sapio on September 7; but there’s
only one way to vote FOR replacing
him with leadership dedicated to genuine
meaningful reform of our party and
our city—by voting for James Lanigan
and Carol Greitzer, candidates of the
Village Independent Democrats.

Tel. CH 3-6555

DEFEAT DE SAPIO

ELECT LANIGAN AND GREITZER
DISTRICT LEADERS

PRIMARY DAY, THURS. SEPT. 7
* POLLS OPEN 3-10 P.M. *

*
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1 card 15¢; 7--$1.00; 15--$2. 00; 25--$3. 00;
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Imprinted cards:
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ble at $2. 50 for the first
each additional 100.
received no later than Nov.
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VID Holiday Cards

Send greetings to your friends and comfort to our
creditors. Because of the great success of our holiday
cards last year, VID has designed a new one depicting
freedom of folksinging in Washington Square Park and
another striking card with non-political partridges.
The Beatnik Santa comes in traditional red suit and the
partridges will be imprinted on colored paper.

The price list and coupon appear at the lower left.
Fill in the coupon and mail your check payable to THE
VILLAGE INDEPENDENT DEMOCRATS, 224 West 4th
Street, New York 14. You may pick up your cards at
headquarters or enclose 25¢ for mailing.
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The Mayoral Election:

VID Members Endorse Reform Slate

Mayor Wagner Paul Screvane (left) Abe Beame (right),

VID Urges Yes Vote
On Charter Reform

During the primary election
campaign, VID urged passage of
Charter Reform proposals calling
for a stronger, responsible Mayor;
a City Council with adequate legis-
lative power, properly expanded to
use power wisely and responsibly;
elimination of the Board of Estim-

ate and Borough Presidents; reduct-

ion of the Controller's power and
functions; a streamlining of bud-
getary procedures; and upgrading
of local level planning.

Opposing these recommenda-
tions were the Party Bosses and
hacks who have always opposed
reform of any sort -- who have
lived on patronage, encouraged
waste, and permitted corruption
under the present system.

A commission appointed by
Mayor Wagner and headed by John

T. Cahill succeeded in bringing
Charter Reform proposals to the
voters over the strong objections
of the Party Bosses who took court
action to stop Charter Reform --
and lost.

What Charter Reform will Do

VID's membership supports the
Cahill Commission's proposals
and urges voters to vote '""Yes' for
Charter Reform at the polls. Al-

through the Cahill Commission pro-

posals do not go as far as VID had

hoped, they are a step in the right

direction. In brief, they call for:

» A stronger Mayor: giving him
greater executive powers and
the right to appoint two Dep-
uty Mayors.

> A stronger City Council:
making it the sole legislative
body. In addition to two City
Councilmen from each State
Senatorial District there will
be two from each borough,

(Continued on page 2)

Vote to Support

Wagner, Screvane

Beame and Dudley

The Village Independent Demo-
crats voted to support the Demo-
cratic Refgorm slate: Robert F.
Wagner for Mayor; Paul Screvane
for President of the City Council;
Abraham Beamec for Controller;
and Edward Dudley for Manhattan
Borough President.

In giving its endorsement to
Mayor Wagner and his running
mates, the club pointed to several
factors in the Mayor's favor:

> His early defiancce of Dc Sapio
in supporting Edward Dudley
for Borough President.

His complete break with all
the Bosscs when he insisted
on Screvance and Beame as
his running mates.

’ His c¢spousal of the Reform
Program in the primary clect-
ion triumph in September.
His successful fight to bring
Charter Reform proposals to
the voters.

’ His support of VID positions
on the most crucial Village
problems: stopping the Ver-
razano Strcct ""'road to no-
where'; closing Washington
Square Park to traffic; op-
posing the West Village
Renewal Project.

VID's District Leader Jim
Lanigan said, ""The election of
Wagner provides the only hope of
completing the reform of the Party
throughout the City.

"Those people who are searching
for a new face in City Hall and are
therefore tempted to vote for Lef-
kowitz miss the whole point of the

(Continued on page 2)
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VID SUPPORTS REFORM SLATE
(Continued from page 1)

election. A new face will not
change the political system which
has corrupted this City. It is the
system which must be changed.

“Wagner has pledged to carry out
the reform program to completion.
This program is the only hope for
obtaining good government in New
York City

In Paul Screvane and Abraham
Beame, Wagner has running mates
who are dedicated public servants
with long experience and distin-
guished records. Edward Dudley,
former Ambassador to Liberia, is
a man of unquestioned ability and
integrity who has taken a keen
interest in Village problems and
deserves a full term as Manhattan
Borough President.

In other action VID voted no en-

dorsement in the Councilmanic race

between incumbent Stanley Issacs
and Richard Zeif, but endorsed
Liberals Gustave Rosenberg and
Emilio Nunez for the two Supreme
Court Judgeships.

WE'D LIKE TO
WELCOME YOU, TOO.
JOIN US NOW:

VILLAGE INDEPENDENT DEMOCRATS
224 W.4St, N. Y. 14 N. Y.
Please enroll me as a member. Enclosed
[T S— .
(regular membership - $5.00 —
sustaining membership - §15.00)
I wish to contribute to VID's good work.
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|
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|
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|
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|
I
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I
|
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Name

Address

Cuy__ Zone____State______
home business
phone phone

The Bosses Pull the Strings For Lovuie

In departing from the Demo-
cratic line to back Rosenberg and
Nunez, the club noted that their
Democratic opponents Abraham
Gellinoff and Nathaniel Helman had
won nomination for services ren-
dered to old-line Tammany Bosses.
Rosenberg and Nunez were chosen
from a list of highly qualified jurists
submitted by the New York Bar.
This is the first time nominations
to the Judiciary have been made on
a non-partisan basis.

CHARTER REFORM
(Continued from page 1)

elected borough-wide. VID
hopes the Council will get

>

more power as the duties of
the Board of Estimate
decrease.

Board of Estimate: The Board
is retained, but its controls
over legislation, budget, and
administration are reduced.
Controller: The Controller
retains most of his present
powers, but the Mayor will
now estimate the General Fund
and the Bureau of Finance will
administer excise taxes.
Borough Presidents: They are
retained, but their jurisdic-
tion over highways, sewers,
and sanitation go to City de-
partments under the Mayor.

VILLAGE INDEPENDENT

224 West 4th Street, New York 14, N. Y.

EDWARD B. GOLD

president

STANLEY GELLER

vice president

* EDNA M. WOLTER

*

*

vice president

EDWARD |. KOCH

vice president

JEAN SMITH

recording secretary
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corresponding secretary
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treasurer

Democratic State Committee

SARAH SCHOENKOPF
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executive committee
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WILLIAM FOX
CAROL GREITZER
HERMAN GREITZER
EDWARD HALE
BERNICE HARRIS
PHYLLIS HOFFZIMER
BARBARA KING
JEROME KOENIG
ALAN KOHN

MELVIN KRAFT
ARTHUR KUGLER
JAMES S. LANIGAN
JOYCE Mc GUINNESS
HOWARD MOODY
ARTHUR PEARLROTH
LES PETERMAN
SARAH SCHOENKOPF
DOUGLAS STONE
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Dear Fellow Democrats

As you know, the registered Democrats of the First Assembly
District South have chosen us and the Village Independent Dem-~
ocrats as the official Party club in this community.

During our primary campaign, we made a number of pledges to
Democrats of this area for ourselves and for VID,

We propose to fulfill them, beginning immediately.

We said that the Democratic Party belongs tc all Democrats
and that all elements in the community must be represented in
the Party. In this spirit, we wish to extend an invitation to
all of you--whether or not you supported us in the election--
to visit our new club headquarters at 22 West lith Street, talk
with us and with VID's officers, and attend our open Executive
Committee and Membership meetingsa.

We also pledged to continue and strengthen VID's community
services program. We want to hear Villagers'ideas on community
matters that need attention., We urge you to keep us informed of
events and problems that concern the community, so we can take
appropriate action,

Finally, if you have not already done so, we ask you to con-
sider joining with us in the tremendous rebuilding program that
lies ahead, During the campaign we discussed problems relating
to our schools, parks and playgrounds, traffic, housing, nare
cotics, and others. We need the support and strength of all
Democrats in the Village to make progress in meeting these prob-
lems. Our membership, which has more than doubled since April,
is still far short of our goal of a truly representative pro-
portion of the community's 19,000 Democrats,

VID, incidentally, does not believe in "all work and no play."
In additicn to regular meetings and community work, we hold fre-
quent social events, off-Broadway theatre parties and other
activities just for fun. We also sponsor forums of educational
and community interest throughout the year.

We look forward to greeting you at VID headquarters,

Sincerely, ~

James Lanigan

Carpd.

Carol Greitzer
District Leaders

DEMOCRATS
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VID LAUNCHES BIG
REGISTRATION DRIVE

IONS?

he reverse of this sheet,
bout your own registration
status, your polling place
r any other registration In-
ermation, call or visit
illage Independent Democrats
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PARADE OF -STARS
SET FOR OCT. 16
Oreon Bean, Gore Vidal,

Comden & Green and Milt Kamen
ar Jurt a few of the headlin-

ere who will entertain friende

of the Village Independent
Democrats 8t & special affailr
on Monday, October 16, at
One Sheridan Square. !
The event willl be dedi-
'cated, frankly, to VID's favo
rite charity: VID,.
ly mucceeded in electing our
candidates for District Lead-
efe and other party offices

the September primary-«we alsd ecubstantial number of reform

piled up a deficit of $4,000.

To help pay off this debt

and to agsure yourself of a

memorable evening--come to Onel paigne of reform clube--to

Sheridan Square at 9 p.m., on

Honday, October 16, Tickets,
t $7.50, are obtainable from

vm, 22h W, 4th St., N.Y. 14,
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VILLAGE INDEPENDENT DEMOCRATS
224 W. 45t N. Y. 14, N. Y.

Please enroll me as a thembér. Enclosed
is .

(regular membership - $5.00 —
sustaining membership - $15.00)

I wish to contribute to VID’s good work
Enclosed is___

Name
Address :
| City Zone State.
: home business
h phone
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week=day between 10 a.m. .

fVillage Independent Democrate

Detailed information en who must register and how is on
If you have any further questions.
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95 COMMITTEEMEN
WORK THRU NIGHT

In addition to electing Ji
Lanigan and Carol Greitzer ae:
Dietrict Leadere of the Firet
Aggembly Dietrict South in thef
September primary election, the

won 95 out of the Village's 125
geats on the County Committee
of the N.Y. County Democratic
Party.

Virtually every one of the
VID 's County Cozmittee delega-
tion was pregent -at the organi-
zation meeting on Sept. 27th,

More remarkable, most of
them were etill on hand when
the meeting was adjourned--
at 5 a.m, the following day.

The gruelling marathon
eeseion had the task of choos-
ing a Coumittee Chairman and

We not on-frules of procedure.,

other officere and adopting
What made
there reemingly routine mat-
ters so diffipult»wag,that at
thie firet meeting, since a

delegates were electad to the
committee, efforts were being
made --ar promired in the cam-

tranefer the N.Y. County Coum-
mittee from a paper orgeniza-
tion to a functioning guard-
ian of the policies and prin-
cipler of the Democratic Party.
Since 1t wag apparent early
that reform delegates prerent
outpumbered "regulars", the
latters gstrategy was to delay
action through parliamentary
maneuvers in the hope that the
nevw rulee would never come to
a vote. Thanks to firm and de-
cigive action by new Chairman
Bdward F. Cavanaugh, Jr. and to
the superior staying power of
reform committeemen, the new
ruleg were finally appraved at

ALL POLLS
TO BE OPEN

| A massive drive to re-
igister an estimated 7,000
eligible voters in the
Villags has been mounted by
the Village Independent
Democrats.

- The club, designated by
la=t month's primary elec-
tion results as the official
Democratic Party Club in the
1lst Assembly District South
has undertaken the new cam-
paign as the first official
program under its new status.

Target date for the eff-
ort is October 11-14, when
polling places throughout
the city will be open for
new registrations in prepar-
ation for election day, Nov.
7th. Hours for registration
are 5:30 p.m.~10:30 p.m. on
Wednesday, Oct. 11 through
Friday, Oct. 13th; and
7 a.m,~10:30 p.m. on Satur-
day October.1l4th,

"The Primaries, which
overturned many of the boss-
ridden regular party organ-

|{izations through the city,

demonstrated how vitally
1mportant registration is",
said Sarah Schoenkopf, VID
Campaign Chairman, who is in
charge of the registration
drive. "Only those whose
registration was current and
in the Democratic Party had
a voice in those historic
decisions.

"Registration now will be
equally igportant,' Miss
Schoenkopf added, "It will
be, ,of course, thes last
chance to §ualify to vote in
the Mayoralty election Nov.
Tthe But it will also be
the iast chance to enroll
in the party in order to
take part in next year's

5 &.Mm,

prinary.
1961



NEW YORK CITY REGISTRATICN REQUIREMENTS

New Voters

If you have never before voted, you may register to_Vote‘in the
November 7 election if you are otherwise qualified- which means:

. ZTou are at least 21 years old as of November 7; and
. You are a U.S. citizen, either native born or ¢
naturalized before August 9, 1961 (if you are nat-
uralized and registering for the first time in" :
New York you must show your naturalization papers
or a registered copy at the polls or swear to an

affidavit of your naturalization) and ‘
» You have lived in New York Staté one year, in New Yc;k
City four months and in your»electi¢n district 30
days; and e SR
. You meet the literacy requirements (see below).

Re -Registering

If you have previously registered in New York, you must re-register ...,
i fi: i
. you have moved from the address at which you were lact b
registered; or you did not vote in either of the last two GENERAL élect-:
ions. j CRICE

Party Enrollment

Enrolling in a party wher you register dces not mean you have to vote
for that party's candidates on election day. It entitleg you to.vote in
that party's primary elections, to sign and circulate petitions for that
party's candidates, to hold party office, and to run as that party's
candidate for public office.

IF YOU ARE REGISTERED BUT NOT ENROLLED IN A PARTY AND WANT TO BECOME
ENROLLED, OR WISH TO CHANGE THE PARTY YOU ARE ENRCLLED IN, YOU CAN DO SO
AT YOU POLLING PLACE DURING REGISTRATION .

Registration Hours

All polling places will be open for registration from 5:30 PM to
10:30 PM Wednesday October 11 through Friday October 13; also all day
Saturday October 14 from 7AM to 10:30 PM.

The polling places for each election district will be the sames as
they are for general and primary elections. If you do not know the
location of you polling place, call VID (Chelsea 3-6555), give your
hore address, and we will supply this information.

Literacy

All voters registerin for the first time in New York State must
prove that they can read and write English (this includes thoee prev-
iously qualified to vote in another state). To prove your literacy you
must

. Show your diploma or certificate from an approved eighth
grade or higher school in which teaching ie in English; or

. Show a matriculation card or e certified letter of
attendance at a college or university; or

- Swear to an affidavit That you possess the above, at
the polling place; or

-Show ceitificate of honorable discharge from one of the
US armed forces--ig you were a New York State resident when you were
inducted; or.

_ .If you are a newmw military voter, sign the literacy

statement on the ballot; or

- Take a literacy test (This will be administered at
a nearby school at the same hours as the registration hours). Those

who fail the literacy test may take it again during the registration
pericd.
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