VILLAGE INDEPENDENT DEMOCRATS
22), WEST Lth STREET
NEW YORK 1L, N.Y.

26 January 1960
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£ On bebalf of théIVillage Independent Democrats
I em writing to protest the currently projected sale
of Title I housing property in the Washington Square

Village ares, which, as you know, has beén. propésed by .. ruoL

the Washington Square Menagement Corp. Imder the terms
of this propossl, the lower part of the area would be
sold at cost to New York University, which has announced
i1ts intention of building residsntial fscilitiea thore

for faculty and married students. Hgaebe K %

While we have no wish to dispute the worthwhile
aspscte  of NYU'p' proposed:dsvelopment of this area, we
must: stresa: that- the' projected saler would deny to Groono
wieh Village 'a site which ¢pnld:provide what’everyone:
lgtooiJll a muchsneedded middle<income hoaslitig: aevglop-
ment: for the eommunity. ~You are probedly awers’ that’
many Villagers felti conpitderably let: down when: wdlhing-
ton Square Village, which had been widely publicized as
e middlesincome project, turned: tnto a:dlook: or apapts.
ments renting at gonerally:profjiditive rates, Although:
the-ortginali.drochure  issuad by the’ Hacninzton Square
Management Coppotration may: have been epntirely-legul:and-
in keeping with accepted procedure in such developments,
there ¢s&n be no denying that it was shockingly mislead-
ing; and thet the-entire Washington Square: dsvolopllmt
played:ai.considerakle role in foeussing attention on'. ¢
Gresowioh: Village as e *merk’;for-similar -highspent "
build;ngs aince oonplatod ‘or: now undor conhtraoh&on.

# Thn rosult or tnln has beon chat nanyAlongtimc
Village residents have'been displaced or fase eviction
in the near future. The Washington Square Management's
abdlcation of 1te original commitment offers a rare op-
portunity to salvage paprt of this Title I propérty snd
to provide gsenuine middle@income housing for displaced
tenants and other residents who cannot afford the high
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Commissioner Robert Moses 2= 26 January 1960
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mittee on Slum Clearance and that the property in ques-
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Randell's Island '
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JAMES FELT
CHAIRMAN

FRAMCIS J. BLOUSTEIN
VICE.CHAIRMAN

THE CITY OF NEW YORK

CITY PLANNING COMMISSION
DEPARTMENT OF CITY PL ANNING

2 LAFAYETTE STREET
(OPPOSITE MUNICIPAL BUILDING)

NEW YORK 7, N. Y.

TELEPHONE: WHITEHALL 3-3600

March 2, 1960

Mps. Herman Greitzer, President
Village Independent Democrats
224 West 4th Street

New York 14, N,Y.

Dear Mrs. Greitzer:

Through an oversight, 1 neglected to

GOODRHUE LIVINGSTOMN, .R.
ROBERT MOSES
LAWRENCE M. ORTOH
MICHAEL A, PROVENZANC
ACTING
CHARLES J. STURLA
COMMISSICONERS
PAULINE J. MALTER

SECRETARY

reply to your letter of January 26, 1960 regard-

ing Washington Square South. Please excuse me
and I hope you realize that the delay was un-

intentional.

May I assure you that we shall be wind-
ful of the views that you have expressed and that

we have a contlinued awarenesss of the problems

relating to the inadequacies of middle income hous-

ing.

Sincerely,

mes Felt
hzirman



COMMUNITY ACTICN: (re NYU ACQUISITION OF WaSHINGTON SQUARE VILLAGE
TITLE I SITE)

(conversation Sent. 27 between Carol Greltzer and Miss Bupmaster
of NYU)

I called following report in Sept 26 Times that NYU had formulated
plans for co-op on this site. I was immediately asked if I wanted
to put my name on the 1list for an apartment,end I gathered there had
been a big reponse along these lines to the newspaper reports,

Miss Burmaster said there would be 175 apartments of from 2 to 5
rooms; MMM the largest number would be l-bedroom apartments.

When I suggested,é that this dié not seem to be the happiest

golutlion to the Village's housing problems, she told me (and

she reiterated 1t throughout the conversation) that N ny

anxlety was oremature, that the apartment arrangement was not
definite. What does i1t depend on} I asked, On the desires of the
cooperators, she answered. How would the cooperators be selected?
They mre setting up a corporation to decide that, she said,

Well, I eaid...of the several thousand veople who are likely to apoly
1t seems cemmin that you could get 175 who want 2 or 3 room apertment:
How doee this vrovide apartments for families? Your anxiety

12 premature, she =szid.

She also mentioned that the transfer to NYU muet get anoroval

of the House and Home Finance Administration (a Federal Agency)
before the deal 1s set,

I think w%e probably ought to recommend that all apartments be
large (maybe 4,5 and 6 room apartments with a few ?'s) at a
specifled maximum rental. (Miss Burmaster had no 1dea what the

rentals might be, though she daid they were aovvlying for Mitchell-
Lama,
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