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       THE ART of EVERYDAY LIFE – SINCE 1986 

 
March 1, 2023 
 
Sarah Carroll, Chair 
New York City Landmarks Preservation Commission 
One Centre Street, Ninth Floor 
New York, NY 10007 
 
RE: Our Lady of Guadalupe Church, 229-231 W. 14th Street 
 
Dear Chair Carroll,  
 
City Lore and Place Matters write to express support for Village Preservation’s campaign to landmark 
Our Lady of Guadalupe Church, located at 229-231 W. 14th Street in Manhattan. Opened in 1902 by 
New York Archbishop Michael Corrigan, Our Lady of Guadalupe Church, or Nuestra Señora de la 
Guadalupe, was the first church or congregation dedicated to serving the estimated 45,000 Spanish-
speaking Catholics of the archdiocese, and was founded as the national parish for all Spanish-speaking 
Catholics in New York City.  
 
Immigration from Spain to the United States reached its peak between 1905 and 1920. Almost two-
thirds of the immigrants from Spain in the early twentieth century came from the north of the country; 
from the provinces of Leon, Asturias, Old Castile and Catalonia, and particularly from Galicia, north of 
Portugal, whose provinces Coruña, Lugo, Orense, and Pontevedra provided slightly over a third of the 
total. Once in New York, the immigrants created footholds in different parts of the city, largely in 
tenement areas. Galicians and Basques lived on the Lower East Side and Greenwich Village; Andalucians 
lived in Brooklyn. Like their counterparts among other immigrant groups, they created community 
anchors—churches, clubs, and businesses—that reflected the regions they came from, such as El Centro 
Asturiano, El Centro Andaluz, and La Casa Galicia (in the building on E. 11th St. that we know as 
Webster Hall). 
 
Following the inauguration of Our Lady of Gaudalupe, several other related institutions serving the 
city’s Spanish-speaking communities opened nearby on West 14th Street. Our Lady of Guadalupe 
Church thus became a long-time community anchor for a neighborhood known as “Little Spain.” 
Organizations and stores that provided services and goods to the Spanish immigrant community around 
14th Street included the settlement house Casa Maria, St. Raphael’s Spanish Immigrant Society, and Our 
Lady of Guadalupe Church. They were all located on the same block of 14th St. and constituted the 
heart of Little Spain. Nearby were the Spanish American Worker’s Alliance, the Hotel Espanyol, and 
other businesses serving the Spanish immigrants. The famed Spanish poet Federico Garcia Lorca, 
Spanish director Luis Buñuel, who was in exile from his country during the 1940s, as well as the Spanish 
poet Antonio Machado all spent time in and around Little Spain.   
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Over the course of the 20th century, Spanish-speaking New Yorkers, including Galicians, Asturians, 
Puerto Ricans, Basques, Cubans, and Mexicans, all relied on Our Lady of Guadalupe for critical life 
events including weddings, christenings, burials, as well as holiday services and celebrations. As the 
Spanish community declined and other Spanish-speaking communities moved in, such as Puerto Ricans 
and Mexicans, new institutions like the Spanish-language bookstore Macondo and the Asociacion 
Tepeyac de New York (named after the hill outside of Mexico City where the Virgin of Guadalupe was 
sighted) opened.  
 
While we usually associate the Virgin of Guadalupe with the Mexican community, her history goes back 
further. The Virgin of Guadalupe in Spain is represented by one of the Black Madonnas found 
throughout southern Europe (France, Italy, Spain). Legend has it that the icon arrived in Spain in the 6th 
century and developed a reputation as a healing icon, until it disappeared during the Moorish invasions 
of Sevilla in 711 CE. In the 13th century the Virgin "appeared" to a peasant in the hills of Extremadura, a 
region in central Spain. The icon found there (though it does not seem to be dated to the 6th century) is 
enshrined in a nearby monastery in Guadalupe, Spain, called Santa Maria de Guadalupe. Hernan Cortes 
and his men were from Extremadura so it is not surprising that the version of Catholicism practiced in 
Mexico at the time was influenced by those beliefs. However, when the vision of Guadalupe appeared 
to Juan Diego in Mexico in 1531, it is believed the Virgin referred to herself using an Aztec Nahuatl word 
pronounced, "quatlasupe" interpreted as "she who crushes the serpent"--referring to the Aztec 
serpent-god Quetzalcoatl. The Virgin’s appearance on Tepeyac was also at the spot the Aztecs had 
worshipped an Earth goddess called Tonantzin. Guadalupe was to become the patroness of Latin 
America and the first Native Americans converted to Christianity were brought to Santa Maria de 
Guadalupe in Spain to be baptized. 
 
Our Lady of Guadalupe, at 229-231 West 14th Street, possesses rich architectural and historical 
significance despite being a small parish church. The building occupied by Guadalupe is a mid-
nineteenth-century brownstone (interestingly, the former home of restauranteur Charles Delmonico) 
that has been masterfully converted from a posh rowhouse to a double-height sanctuary, complete 
with a monumental entrance, side chapel, tiny balcony, and clerestory. This transformation from 
residence to church, a form which makes Guadalupe extremely rare, spanned two decades and involved 
several notable architects, including George H. Streeton, Paul C. Hunter, and Gustave Steinback. 
Steinback, known for his work on religious projects, designed No. 229’s classically proportioned 
limestone Spanish Colonial Baroque facade in 1921. The facade on No. 231 was added at a later date by 
a yet unknown architect. Although the church remained extremely popular, it was consolidated with 
nearby St. Bernard’s parish. Today, Guadalupe is a rare architectural trace of Little Spain and highly 
worthy of New York City landmark designation. 
 
Sincerely,  
Elena Martínez, Folklorist, City Lore 
Molly Garfinkel, Co-Director, City Lore 

 


