
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
February 21, 2023 
 
Sarah Carroll, Chair 
Landmarks Preservation Commission 
1 Centre Street, 9th floor 
New York, NY 10007 
 
Dear Chair Carroll, 
 
 The Historic Districts Council is writing to express support for Village Preservation’s campaign to 
landmark Our Lady of Guadalupe Church, at 229-231 West 14th Street in Manhattan. Our Lady of 
Guadalupe, also known as Nuestra Señora de Guadalupe and Iglesia Católica Guadalupe, bears city-wide 
significance as New York’s first Spanish-language church or church for a Spanish-speaking congregation.  
 

Founded as the national parish for Spanish-speaking Catholics in New York City, and dedicated, 
since its founding in 1902, to the Patron Saint of Mexico, Our Lady of Guadalupe has always served 
Hispanic and Latinx community, writ large. Given that nearly a third of New York City residents today 
claim Hispanic heritage, yet sites related to Hispanic and Latinx history are drastically under-preserved, it is 
vital that the Landmarks Preservation Commission recognize this site as an individual landmark. The 
designation would not only protect a unique part of the city’s history, but also align with LPC’s own 
Equity Framework and commitment to designating sites that recognize diverse histories. 
 

Those histories extend outside the Latinx community into the discussion of contemporary 
Catholic sainthood. Dorothy Day, founder of the Catholic Worker movement, and current candidate for 
canonization, attended the church shortly after her conversion to Catholicism, and learned and grew in her 
faith there.  
 

Beyond its eminently meritorious cultural history, the architecture of 229-231 West 14th Street, 
described in the AIA guide as an “extraordinary brownstone conversion,” which transformed two single-
family row houses from 1850 into a house of worship, also offers historic lessons about successful adaptive 
reuse. Given that conversions and resource conservation are major tenets of New York’s own City of Yes 
climate resiliency and fair housing plan, examples like Our Lady of Guadalupe Church offer a roadmap for 
architects and developers working today.  
 

On the merits of both its cultural and architectural significance, it is urgent that the LPC move 
swiftly to landmark Our Lady of Guadalupe. 
 
Sincerely, 

 



Frampton Tolbert 
Executive Director 


