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February 7, 2023 

 

Hon. Eric Adams, Mayor 

New York City Hall 

New York, NY 10007 

 

Hon. Sarah Carroll, Chair 

Landmarks Preservation Commission 

1 Centre Street, 9th floor 

New York, NY 10007 

 

Re: Urgent Request for Evaluation for Our Lady of Guadalupe Church, 229-231 West 14
th

 

       Street, Manhattan 

 

Dear Mayor Eric Adams and Chair Carroll,  

 

On January 1, 2023, the Archbishop of New York issued a decree on the relegation of the 

Church of Our Lady of Guadalupe, located at 229-231 West 14
th

 Street, signaling the church 

will be deconsecrated and deaccessioned by the Archdiocese of New York. Located in two ca. 

1850 brownstones combined in 1902 to house the church, the building was remodeled in 

1921 with the present Spanish Colonial Baroque facade addition by Gustave E. 

Steinback. Our Lady of Guadalupe, also known as Nuestra Señora de Guadalupe and Iglesia 

Católica Guadalupe, bears enormous significance as New York City’s very first Spanish-

language church or church for a Spanish-speaking congregation. This was an enormously 

important milestone for a city which, though it had a relatively tiny Spanish-speaking 

population at the time the church was founded, now has nearly 30% of its population, or 

over 2.4 million people, claim Hispanic heritage – more than any other city in the United 

States, and enough to form the largest city in America after New York, Los Angeles, and 

Chicago. The church and building also bear enormous significance as a tangible remnant of 

the once-thriving “Little Spain” immigrant community centered upon 14
th

 Street in 

northwest Greenwich Village and lower Chelsea, and for its strong connections to several 

historically significant figures of the 

19
th

 and 20
th

 centuries, including 

Dorothy Day and the Delmonico 

Family. The recent decree puts this 

vital historic and architectural resource 

in imminent danger. 

 

Our Lady of Guadalupe has been 

featured in every edition of the AIA 

Guide to New York City since 1978 as 

an “extraordinary brownstone 

conversion.” The church was also 

determined eligible for the State and 

National Registers of Historic Places in 

2011 under Criterion A for its 

association with important historic 

events, and Criterion C for its 

https://archny.org/wp-content/uploads/Decree-on-the-Relegation-of-Our-Lady-of-Guadalupe-Church-South-Manhattan.pdf
https://archive.org/details/catholicunitedst01unknuoft/page/n51/mode/2up?q=%22229+west+14th+street%22
https://archive.org/details/catholicunitedst01unknuoft/page/n51/mode/2up?q=%22229+west+14th+street%22
https://archive.org/details/aiaguidetonewyor0000unse/page/90/mode/2up
https://archive.org/details/aiaguidetonewyor0000unse/page/90/mode/2up


North side of 14
th

 Street looking west from No. 225, including 229-231,  
1929-38. 

embodiment of a specific architectural style as a work 

of an architectural master. Considering the Landmarks 

Preservation Commission’s Equity Framework, as well 

as the church’s undeniably critical historic, cultural, and 

architectural significance, Village Preservation urges 

the Landmarks Preservation Commission to swiftly 

consider the Church of Our Lady of Guadalupe at 229-

231 West 14th Street for designation as an individual 

New York City landmark.  

 

The Houses in the 19
th

 Century 

 

Nos. 229 and 231 West 14
th

 Street were built as grand 

single-family brownstones around 1850, when 14
th

 

Street was one of the most prestigious addresses in 

New York, containing some of the city’s most impressive houses. By the late 19
th

 century, however, the street’s 

fortunes had changed; it had become increasingly commercial and home to a large working-class and poor 

immigrant population, and the city’s most prestigious addresses were now largely further uptown.  However, many 

of these grand old homes remained in the hands of some of the city’s most prosperous families, even if they no 

longer lived there themselves. Such was the case with 229-231 West 14
th

 Street, which was at this time owned by 

the Delmonico family, founders of Delmonico’s Restaurant, considered America’s first fine dining restaurant and the 

cornerstone of what became a vast hospitality empire. 

 

Little Spain 

 

At this time, a thriving and growing community of Spanish immigrants settled in the West Village near the Hudson 

River and 14th Street. The neighborhood, particularly West 14th Street between Seventh and Eighth Avenues, came 

to be known as “Little Spain.”  This community was comprised mostly of immigrants from Galicia, an autonomous 

region in northwest Spain. While there had been a Spanish community dominated by resident merchants of Iberian 

commercial firms in this area for decades, by the turn of the last century the community had become home to a 

substantial working class. After 1901, the Spanish Line, facilitating passage from Spain to the United States, offered 

direct service to South 

Street’s Pier 8, often carrying 

immigrants from Spain’s 

northern coastal provinces of 

Galicia and Asturias. Shipping 

was itself a major source of 

employment for Iberians, and 

sailors and stokers easily 

found work. By the 1910s, the 

Marine Firemen’s, Oilers’, and 

Water-Tenders’ Association 

(affiliated with the 

International Seamen’s Union) 

had developed a substantial 

and powerful Spanish 

constituency. 

 

https://www.nyc.gov/site/lpc/about/pr2021/lpc-launches-equity-framework.page
https://www.nyc.gov/site/lpc/about/pr2021/lpc-launches-equity-framework.page
https://www.assumption.us/oldaa/images/stories/Books/Assumptionists_in_the_US.doc
https://www.assumption.us/oldaa/images/stories/Books/Assumptionists_in_the_US.doc
https://www.google.com/books/edition/Greenwich_Village_Catholics/fBNAbmUKj8AC?hl=en&gbpv=1
https://archive.org/details/greatergothamhis0000wall/page/270/mode/2up?q=iberian&view=theater
https://archive.org/details/greatergothamhis0000wall/page/270/mode/2up?q=iberian&view=theater
https://archive.org/details/greatergothamhis0000wall/page/270/mode/2up?q=iberian&view=theater


 Rosita Cuadrado marries Avelino Castaños, Nuestra Señora de Guadalupe, 1928. 
Courtesy of Luz Castaños  

Founding the First Spanish National Parish 

 

Into this environment, in 1902 New York Archbishop Michael Corrigan opened Our Lady of Guadalupe Church, or 

Nuestra Señora de la Guadalupe, in two row houses at 229-231 West 14th Street.  This was the first church or 

congregation dedicated to serving the 

estimated 45,000 Spanish-speaking 

Catholics of the archdiocese, and was 

founded as the national parish for all 

Spanish-speaking Catholics in New York 

City. The church administered all the 

sacraments of the church to Spanish 

Catholics who would travel from all 

over the city to have their marriages 

blessed, babies christened, and dead 

buried in their native language. Our 

Lady of Guadalupe held daily masses in 

Spanish and English with confession 

heard in either language at any time of 

day. Following the church’s founding, 

several other related institutions 

opened nearby on West 14th Street, 

including Casa Maria (a Spanish 

settlement house run by the Servants 

of Mary), La Nacional: the Spanish 

Benevolent Society, St. Raphael’s 

Spanish Immigrant Society, and the Spanish American 

Workers Alliance. Little Spain became a cultural magnet for Hispanic communities around the city. Puerto Ricans 

traveled down to buy food in Spanish shops on 14th Street and attend mass, while the Basques centered around 

Cherry and Water Streets traveled to Nuestra Señora de la Guadalupe for major religious ceremonies. By the 1930s, 

the Spanish presence on West 14th Street had begun to dwindle, but institutions like Our Lady of Guadalupe 

continued to serve New York City’s 

Spanish-speaking and Latin American 

community as a religious center for 

the increasing number of Puerto 

Rican, Cuban, Mexican, and other 

immigrants throughout New York 

City.  

 

Serving the Broader Latin American 

Community Beyond Spaniards 

 

While the founding of Our Lady of 

Guadalupe Church at this location 

was clearly grounded in serving the 

nearby Spanish immigrant 

population, it must be noted that it 

was also from the beginning very 

consciously oriented towards serving 

https://archive.org/details/catholicunitedst01unknuoft/page/n51/mode/2up?q=%22229+west+14th+street%22&view=theater
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and engaging the Latin American community in 

New York City as well, and did so from its first 

days in ever-increasing numbers. According to 

Miguel-Angel Hernandez Fuentes in To Pray in 

Spanish. The opening of the first Spanish parish 

in New York: Our Lady of Guadalupe, “the new 

chapel was solemnly inaugurated on February 

23, 1902 under the dedication of Our Lady of 

Guadalupe. Initially, they thought of placing her 

under the protection of the Apostle Santiago, 

patron saint of Spain, but finally she was 

consecrated with the title of patron saint of 

Mexico... In addition, the involvement of the 

Mexican community was decisive for its opening. 

More than two hundred people attended the 

inauguration, including the consuls of Mexico 

and France.” From the beginning, the church’s 

location on 14
th

 Street was not looked upon 

favorably by some in the Spanish community, in 

spite of its location in the heart of “Little Spain.” 

The siting seemed as much designed to serve 

the broader Spanish-speaking community with 

its central location as it was to serving those 

with roots directly in the Iberian peninsula. 

According to Assumptionists in the United States: 

“The location of the church on West 14th Street 

did not please some of the wealthier Spanish 

families, who would have preferred its location 

nearer to them in the mid-western side of 

Manhattan. Fr. Darbois replied that, in 

compensation for this loss, we would be located in the very center of the poorer and less privileged classes…Fr. 

Venance (superior of the Assumptionists in New York) had checked out the areas known to have more numerous 

groups of Hispanics. He found that the largest Spanish and Mexican groups resided in the area between 12th and 

16th Streets, and between 6th and 8th Avenues.” 

 

According to Fuentes: “After a year of activity, the Assumptionists discovered that the chosen area was not the best 

to establish a parish for Spanish-speaking people and they informed the archbishop of this…The Assumptionists 

thought that the parish should move Uptown, where most of the Spaniards who had established their permanent 

residence in the city lived…The archdiocese rejected this request.” However, as immigration to New York from Latin 

America increased, so did the church’s attendance and ministry: “…membership gradually increased. This growth 

ran parallel to the increase in Spanish and Latin American emigration during the first decades of the 20th century, 

which went from nine thousand immigrants in 1900 to more than twenty-two thousand in 1910. This growth 

contributed to give stability to the parish, which had to be expanded and embellished, through works carried out 

between 1921 and 1927. That intervention endowed the building with a façade inspired by the Spanish Renaissance 

and a more elegant and careful interior.” 

 

While the Latin American community which Our Lady of Guadalupe served was at first just a fraction of the church’s 

parishioners, over time they grew to be by far the majority.  This increase was modest at first, but grew as Cuban 

https://www.academia.edu/40380572/Para_orar_en_castellano_la_apertura_de_la_primera_parroquia_espa%C3%B1ola_de_Nueva_York_Nuestra_Se%C3%B1ora_de_Guadalupe_Prayer_Service_in_Spanish_The_opening_of_the_first_Spanish_parish_in_New_York_Our_Lady_of_Guadalupe
https://www.academia.edu/40380572/Para_orar_en_castellano_la_apertura_de_la_primera_parroquia_espa%C3%B1ola_de_Nueva_York_Nuestra_Se%C3%B1ora_de_Guadalupe_Prayer_Service_in_Spanish_The_opening_of_the_first_Spanish_parish_in_New_York_Our_Lady_of_Guadalupe
https://www.academia.edu/40380572/Para_orar_en_castellano_la_apertura_de_la_primera_parroquia_espa%C3%B1ola_de_Nueva_York_Nuestra_Se%C3%B1ora_de_Guadalupe_Prayer_Service_in_Spanish_The_opening_of_the_first_Spanish_parish_in_New_York_Our_Lady_of_Guadalupe
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https://www.academia.edu/40380572/Para_orar_en_castellano_la_apertura_de_la_primera_parroquia_espa%C3%B1ola_de_Nueva_York_Nuestra_Se%C3%B1ora_de_Guadalupe_Prayer_Service_in_Spanish_The_opening_of_the_first_Spanish_parish_in_New_York_Our_Lady_of_Guadalupe
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Dorothy Day protesting outside New York City Hall. 

and Puerto Rican migration to New York increased following the 

Spanish America War, the passage of the Jones- Shafroth Act granting 

Puerto Ricans U.S. citizenship in 1917, World War II, and the Castro 

revolution in Cuba in 1959. As previously noted, Mexicans from the 

beginning were also a significant component of the Our Lady of 

Guadalupe congregation, and today along with Central Americans 

compose the lion’s share of that community.  

 

Our Lady of Guadalupe and the Assumptionists 

 

It should also be noted that Our Lady of Guadalupe was also the first 

apostolate of the Assumptionists in the United States, who first came 

to America in 1891. In spite of their roots in France, the 

Assumptionists were deeply involved in the establishment of catholic 

ministries for Spanish speakers in New York, also establishing the 

second Spanish congregation in the city, Our Lady of Esperanza, opened in 1912 on 156th Street. 

 

 

Dorothy Day and Our Lady of Guadalupe 

 

Our Lady of Guadalupe’s significance in the history of the Catholic Church in New York City and the United States 

cannot be overstated. Dorothy Day, founder of the Catholic Worker Movement and candidate for sainthood in the 

Catholic Church, found solace and meaning at the church in 1927 shortly after her baptism and conversion to 

Catholicism. In her 1952 autobiography The Long Loneliness she wrote:  

 

“I NEVER regretted for one minute the step which I had 

taken in becoming a Catholic…I knew a good priest 

who helped me along the way. I was living in New York 

that winter and went to confession in a church on 

West Fourteenth Street, Our Lady of Guadaloupe 

…Before every Mass priests came from the rectory next 

door to hear confessions…My priest’s name was 

Father Zachary…He was a Spaniard, a gentle old man 

who was good and patient with me. He was so gentle 

that one welcomed his questions, and when he found 

that I was baptized but not confirmed he began 

preparing me for confirmation.”  

 

Father Zachary Saint-Martin and Our Lady of 

Guadalupe were an integral part of Day’s spiritual life 

– so much so that when she moved back to 

Manhattan the following winter, she took up 

residence on West 14th Street simply to be close to 

Our Lady of Guadalupe. Her proximity to Union 

Square, the nucleus of labor organizing in the city, 

certainly informed her founding of the Catholic 

Worker with Peter Maurin in 1932. Throughout her 

life, she would remember Father Zachary and Our 

https://assumption.us/aa-about-us/aa-history/
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https://www.academia.edu/40380572/Para_orar_en_castellano_la_apertura_de_la_primera_parroquia_espa%C3%B1ola_de_Nueva_York_Nuestra_Se%C3%B1ora_de_Guadalupe_Prayer_Service_in_Spanish_The_opening_of_the_first_Spanish_parish_in_New_York_Our_Lady_of_Guadalupe
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(l.) Our Lady Queen of All Saints Church, 
Brooklyn, and Church of the Blessed Sacrament. 

Lady of Guadalupe as key to keeping “faith within her grasp, and nothing else seemed as important to her as that.” 

 

The Architecture 

 

Our Lady of Guadalupe’s significance stems from its architecture as well as its rich history. Consisting of two ca. 1850 

brownstone 

rowhouses, the 

transformation of 

these buildings from 

residences to a church 

is noteworthy and 

distinctive within New 

York City. The church 

boasts a double-height 

sanctuary, complete 

with a monumental 

entrance, side chapel, 

balcony, and 

clerestory. Architect 

Gustave E. Steinback, a 

prolific designer of 

Roman Catholic 

churches and 

institutions in the 

1900s, designed a 

limestone Spanish 

Colonial Baroque 

facade with elaborate 

detailing and 

scrollwork recalling the parish’s Iberian heritage. Our Lady of Guadalupe is a rare architectural remnant of Little 

Spain surviving in the contemporary built environment.  

 

The Architect 

 

Born September 29, 1878, Gustave Steinback was a prominent architect trained in the traditional Beaux Arts style. 

He attended the Polytechnic Institute of Brooklyn and graduated from the Columbia University School of 

Architecture in 1900. 

He also studied at the 

Atelier Bernard in 

France. From 1903 to 

1913, Steinback 

founded an 

architecture firm with 

fellow Columbia 

graduate Robert Reiley, 

and in 1916 began 

working independently. 

Over the course of his 

https://archive.org/details/dorothydaybiogra00mill/page/222/mode/2up?view=theater&q=%22our+lady+of+guadalupe%22
https://nyti.ms/3Y8XysT
https://cris.parks.ny.gov/Uploads/ViewDoc.aspx?mode=A&token=YZ9+4N49St5Ju43kskKHWL4E8zdGaqJE/OKTliYlxGDz0IQANqn1krzBEqZwKMyNcNcl6XGNGh4Po6DWjkdydPUetNKYbt6j5QF7yQ3qzE7QM0lmEXP1NXofS9rR4Rmm&q=false#page=16


career, Steinback designed over thirty buildings for the Roman Catholic church.  Steinback was active within the 

community of architects, serving on the Stamford Associated Architects as well as maintaining an active 

membership with the American Institute of Architects from 1931 until his death in 1959. Other New York City 

landmarks designed by Gustave E. Steinback include Our Lady Queen of All Saints Church (1910-1915) and the 

Church of the Blessed Sacrament (1917).   

 

The Merger 

 

After a century at 229 West 14th Street, the thriving parish of Our Lady of Guadalupe consolidated with the 

dwindling St. Bernard’s parish in 2002. The new Church of Our Lady of Guadalupe at St. Bernard, or La Iglesia de 

Nuestra Señora de Guadalupe en San Bernardo, began meeting at the St. Bernard’s Church building at 328 West 

14th Street, designed by Patrick C. Keely in 1875.  

 

The continued cultural importance of Our Lady of Guadalupe in the history of Hispanic New York, its pivotal place in 

the history of the Catholic Church and in New York’s rich immigrant history, and the significance of this rare 

architectural form render Our Lady of Guadalupe at 229-231 West 14th Street unequivocally worthy of New York 

City landmark designation.  

 

 

Sincerely,  

 

 

 

Andrew Berman  

Executive Director 

 

 

 

    

 

http://s-media.nyc.gov/agencies/lpc/lp/0973.pdf
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