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SITE NAME:  MN_02_GF0915_A 
ADDRESS:  445 West Street (aka 445-465 West Street; 137-169 Bank Street; 51-77 Bethune 
Street; 734-754 Washington Street), Manhattan 
 
COMMENTS: 
This Link5G tower is proposed to be located directly in front of 445 West Street – the Bell 
Telephone Laboratories Complex, known as Westbeth – a National Historic Landmark that 
is listed on the National Register of Historic Places and designated as a New York City 
Individual Landmark. The tower would have a direct adverse effect on the north facade of 
this National Historic Landmark, and should not be approved at this location. 
 
The proposed tower location is on the south side of Bethune Street, approximately nine 
feet from the Individual Landmark. The tower would front the portion of the complex built 
in 1896-99 and designed by Marc Eidlitz & Son, a well-known firm that was also 
responsible for many notable commercial and institutional buildings, skyscrapers, and 
homes for wealthy New Yorkers throughout the city. This was the first building of the 
complex to be completed for the Western Electric Company, which purchased much of the 
block in the 1890s. The north facade, which would be partially obscured by the proposed 
metal tower, features buff-colored brick cladding, with granite and terra cotta 
ornamentation. Many of the windows at the lower floors retain their historic four-over-
four double-hung wood sashes; the oversized tower would clash markedly with these 
delicate details. A projecting, bracketed cornice at the second floor would also be visually 
obscured by the tower. 
 
All of the above-referenced architectural features are described in extensive detail in the 
2009 National Register of Historic Places nomination form for “Westbeth”: the subject 
property is listed therein as 455-465 West Street. The submission packet filed by Boldyn 
incorrectly states that the National Register nomination suggests this building is “of no 
major architectural significance.” This is untrue. There are actually two National Register 
nomination forms for the building, and while the first one, from 1975, includes that quote, 
the 2009 nomination supersedes it, and both indicates that it is a contributing building and 
includes “Architecture” as one of the two Areas of Significance for the entire complex. 
 
Finally, no explanation has been provided as to why at least six different towers are 
proposed to be sited within 0.02 square miles in this area, each two blocks apart at most. 
Every one of these towers has clear adverse effects, both individually and cumulatively. 
There are four locations currently proposed for towers in the immediate vicinity: 
771 Greenwich Street, 445 West Street, 100 Jane Street, and 100 Horatio Street. A further 
two locations within this small radius, at 807 Greenwich Street and 100 Gansevoort Street, 
have recently been marked as "in remediation" by Boldyn, and the alternative locations 
have yet to be identified. 


