
 

  

 

 

November 29, 2022 

Hon. Kazimir Vilenchik, P.E., 
Acting Commissioner, NYC Department of Buildings 
280 Broadway 
New York, NY  10007 
 
Hon. Sarah Caroll 
Chair, NYC Landmarks Preservation Commission 
One Centre Street, 9th floor 
New York, NY  10007 
 

Re: 14 Gay Street, Manhattan, and Monitoring of Landmarked Historic Properties  

Dear Acting Commissioner Vilenchik and Chair Carroll, 
 
We appreciate the quick response on this urgent and deeply concerning issue, and the measures that 
have been taken as outlined in your November 18 letter. However, we believe we are still a long way 
from having resolved the many troubling issues at play here, and that more information and further 
steps by the two agencies are needed. This includes: 
  

 What enforcement actions are being taken, and against whom? We believe that it is of the 
utmost importance that all responsible parties receive the maximum penalty allowable under 
the law, and a strong message is sent that such actions and behavior will be severely penalized 
and is not worth the price of disobeying the law.  

 We would like to see the approved shoring and bracing plans for 16 Gay Street, and apprised 
of the status of this work. What sort of measures are being taken to ensure that work here is 
being done in accordance to plan, and those responsible for the prior illegal work are not 
involved? 

 How is the requirement that all historic materials from 14 Gay Street be salvaged being 
monitored, and how is “to the extent possible” being defined?  Village Preservation has 
already reported the unauthorized disposal of the iron gate for 14 Gay, which the LPC has 
confirmed. Without close monitoring and a clear and meaningful definition of “to the extent 
possible,” the salvaging and reuse of historic material is unlikely to take place to the degree to 
which it should.  

 You say that you are “monitoring and having a professional engineer review drawings for 
proposed work at buildings of this age that may have undermined structural support.” Is this 
an engineer hired by the owner or by the city? The engineer hired by the owner was unable to 
prevent the prior illegal work and compromise of the building, so a similar system does not 

 



inspire much confidence. We’d like to know more about how this system of review and 
monitoring will work.  

 You also say you are: “monitoring and enforcing buildings that are not maintained in a good 
state or repair, with a particular focus on those buildings that are of this age.” How is the 
being done?  Such monitoring and enforcement was presumably being done prior to the 
undermining of 14 Gay Street, and it did not prevent this tragedy. What specifically are the 
agencies doing in this regard and how does it differ from what was done previously that brought 
us to this point?  

 
We look forward to your response. It is of the utmost importance that not only the situation with these 
buildings, but with the protection of all historic buildings in our neighborhoods and New York City, 
receives the attention they deserve, and that the kind of tragic circumstances which unfolded here or at 
Ninth Avenue and 14th Street are never repeated again.  
  
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
Brad Hoylman       Erik Bottcher            Deborah J. Glick                      Andrew Berman 
State Senator      City Councilmember           Assemblymember        Executive Director 
27th District      3rd District            66th District                     Village Preservation 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


