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June 30, 2022 
 
Kate Eggers Comeau 
Vice President for Policy and Preservation 
Preservation League of New York State 
44 Central Avenue 
Albany, New York 12206 
kcomeau@preservenys.org 
  
Re: Proposed Union Square South Historic District 
 
 
Dear Ms. Comeau:  
 
Thank you for your letter of June 13, 2022, expressing the support of the Preservation League of New York 
for a Union Square South Historic District. I appreciate the information you provided and have shared it with 
the Research Department to add to our survey files. 
 
Landmarks Preservation Commission (LPC) staff has studied the neighborhood south of Union Square very 
carefully to identify historic resources that may merit consideration for designation. As part of an intensive 
survey of the area bounded by 14th Street, 9th Street, Fifth Avenue, and Third Avenue in 2018, Research 
Department staff identified every building’s construction date, style, and typology, and evaluated their levels of 
integrity and architectural quality. We have also incorporated our own research on the area’s history, in 
addition information provided to the agency by Village Preservation and other advocates related to specific 
buildings within this large area, into our survey inventory and evaluation.  
 
The neighborhood south of Union Square has an interesting and varied social and cultural history. I am 
pleased that the agency’s extensive work there has resulted in the designation of ten significant buildings as 
individual landmarks—recognizing important associations with labor, commerce, politics, publishing, arts, film, 
literature, civil rights, and women’s history among other themes—including nine on Broadway between 11th 
and 14th Streets, and the Educational Building at 70 Fifth Avenue.  
 
As a regulatory agency, we are concerned with protecting historic building fabric and intact historic character. 
When we evaluate potential historic districts to determine whether they meet standards established by the 
Landmarks Law, we consider a range of factors including architectural and historic significance, and whether 
an area or collection of buildings has a coherent streetscape and a distinct sense of place with intact historic 
character, typically on both sides of the street. In our evaluation of Union Square South, staff has found the 
large area includes buildings representing a wide range of construction dates, types, scales, and—most 
consequential in terms of applying our standards for historic districts—a variety of levels of architectural 
quality and integrity. Because this impacts the ability to define a distinct sense of place with intact historic 
character, we have not found the proposed district to rise to the level of a potential historic district.  
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We continue to study the area within the context of our city-wide efforts to recognize and protect significant 
historic buildings and districts in all five boroughs, and I very much appreciate your input and support for 
preserving historic buildings in this area. 
 
  
 
Sincerely, 
  

 
 
Sarah Carroll 
 
 


