
 

 

 

  

January 12, 2022 
 
Hon. Eric Adams 
Mayor, City of New York 
City Hall 
New York, NY  10007 
 

Re: Veto of Intro. 2443A 
 
Dear Mayor Adams, 
 
I strongly urge you to veto Intro. 2443A, a rushed piece of legislation passed at the last 
session of the City Council in 2021 with little discussion or debate. The poorly constructed 
legislation has grave deficiencies that may lead to eviction-by-citation of hundreds of 
families, children, and retiree residents of SoHo, NoHo, and Chinatown. As Mayor, you 
have until this Friday, January 14th to veto it.  
 
The bill would impose excessive and disproportionately punitive fines upon non-certified 
artist residents of JLQWA units in Lower Manhattan. For decades, the city has certified 
almost no new artists and knowingly not enforced provisions limiting residency of such 
units to this category of residents. To suddenly impose these incredibly steep and crippling 
fines upon residents, many of whom have been safely living within their homes for 
decades, would have a devastating effect which serves no constructive public purpose.  
 
Over 1,600 households may be affected by the legislation, with no way of complying with 
the new legislation other than to abandon their homes. Affected residents include families, 
school children, and retirees, many with limited incomes. 
 
The penalties for not being an artist are $15,000 for the first citation and $25,000 
subsequently, the highest on the DoB schedule. The law makes a special exception to the 
City Administrative Code which otherwise prohibits this magnitude fine for a violation that 
is not immediately dangerous. These fines are higher than life or death situations such as 
operating a crane without a license ($10,000) or not reporting a fatality on a work site 
($10,000), for example.  
 
This penalty regime may well lead to what amounts to forced evictions of longtime 
residents.  When a certified artist dies, their widow or widower and children may 
immediately face fines and evictions. People who have lived in their safe and well-
maintained homes for decades, including hundreds of public-school children and retirees, 
face escalating and exorbitant fines. With virtually no new certified artists in New York City, 
the law provides no reasonable means of compliance.  
 
There is no legitimate public purpose or interest to this law. Intro. 2443A does not cite any 
threat to public health or safety, or any public good to be achieved, as grounds for these 
heavy fines and potential evictions. This retroactive law tries changes a four-decade-old 
non-enforcement policy, which was relied upon by residents in countless transactions and 
in personal financial planning. Enforcement will not only hurt individuals and families, but 
the city’s tax base.  
      
The process for the adoption of Intro. 2443 is reflective of the deep flaws in the bill. It was 
introduced by outgoing City Councilmember Margaret Chin on November 9, 2021, and 
went to public hearing on the same day. There was no study of its potential impacts such 

as displacement; the bill was not co-sponsored by any other city council member; and 

there was no discussion of the bill or its effects in subcommittee, committee, or the 
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The Mayor has 30 days to approve or disapprove of a local law before it is deemed adopted.  Intro 
2443A was sent to former Mayor Bill DeBlasio on December 15, 2021, and was not signed by him. Thus 
you have until this Friday, January 14, 2022 to veto this unjust, deeply damaging bill. I strongly urge you 
to do so.  
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Andrew Berman 
Executive Director 

 


