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Elected Officials, Neighborhood and Preservation Groups
Protest Demolition of Nine Landmarked 1840s Houses

In Meatpacking District,
Call for Immediate Halt to Demolition

and Alternative Measures to Stabilize and Save Buildings

Manhattan — Village Preservation, Borough President Gale Brewer, Assemblymember Deborah 
Glick, the Historic Districts Council, Save Chelsea, Save Gansevoort, and Erik Bottcher (Democratic 
nominee for NYC Council District 3) were joined by scores of New Yorkers today in front of nine 
city, state, and federal landmarked houses at 44-54 Ninth Avenue/351-55 West 14th Street for 
a rally/press conference to protest their demolition, which was approved by the New York City 
Department of Buildings. Speakers highlighted the lack of a sound rationale by the City and the 
developer for the order to demolish the nine buildings (all but the party walls) rather than bracing 
and repairing them, and called for a halt to demolition. The nine buildings are part of a controver-
sial project approved by the city in 2020 to build an office tower behind the buildings, and to turn 
the historic houses into a hollowed out entry wing for the office project. Damage to the buildings, 
which became apparent during work to prepare them for the office development, did not appear to 
present an imminent danger that couldn’t be addressed with shoring and bracing.

Andrew Berman, Executive Director of Village Preservation, said: “The loss of nine city, state, 
and federal landmarks in this manner is a tragedy, and one which certainly was avoidable. We 
demand that a stop work order be issued, and the buildings shored, braced, and repaired, rather 
than dismantled. Is it just a coincidence that a developer who clearly wanted to demolish as much 
of these buildings as possible for an office development suddenly discovered they are ‘unsafe’ and 
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must come down immediately? How could the situation have been so dire, with no overt signs of 
cracking, listing, or falling bricks? People were living in these buildings for years until they were re-
cently removed by the developer; after the ‘immediate danger’ was discovered, the buildings were 
left unlocked and workers were seen leisurely eating lunches inside. How is it that after 175 years 
of life, within days of this developer starting work on their office tower, these inconveniently-locat-
ed historic houses were suddenly found to be unsafe? Something is very rotten in the Meatpacking 
District.” 

Manhattan Borough President Gale A. Brewer said: “We are calling on city agencies to stop con-
struction at this site immediately. We need to pause, and we need to have a thorough disclosure 
and discussion about how the construction should proceed, especially given that these buildings 
are so fragile. I am hoping that all parties involved will see this outpouring of concerns from neigh-
bors and advocates and give due consideration to the next steps, and that they keep preservation 
of these important buildings front of mind as they move forward.”

Assemblymember Deborah J. Glick said: “The potential loss of nine historic buildings is an 
egregious misstep by this Administration, the Department of Buildings, and the Landmarks 
Preservation Commission. This appears to be a case of demolition by neglect and the devel-
oper has not been forthcoming with the community at any step of the process. It is difficult 
to imagine that structural issues, which would warrant the full demolition of these buildings, 
were only discovered now and not when they were first purchased by Tavros Holdings. The City 
must investigate to better understand when these buildings were last inspected and what the 
developer knew when they purchased the properties. Too often historic districts and buildings 
are left unprotected and the City fails to hold anyone accountable when structures are lost or 
threatened. We cannot let that happen and we must find answers, and change procedures to 
ensure developers cannot escape accountability.” 

Lorna Nowvé, Interim Executive Director of the Historic Districts Council, said: “The Historic 
Districts Council and our colleagues tried repeatedly to have key questions about this project an-
swered by city officials. Our concerns about the demolition process and the “discovery” of existing 
issues following the development’s approval continue to fall on deaf ears. This is yet another failure 
of the Landmarks Preservation Commission to protect vital landmarked resources. This rally is an 
essential opportunity for the community to come together to say we cannot be ignored.”

Diana DuCroz of Save Chelsea said: “Save Chelsea calls on the Department of Buildings to 
rescind its demolition order for these rowhouses and work with their developer and the Landmarks 
Preservation Commission on a plan to preserve them in place. Now that emergency stabilization 
has eliminated public safety concerns — real or orchestrated — there is time for this. It strains cre-
dulity that the façades of all nine houses, which show no outward sign of structural failure, must 
be demolished. Or that their strangely contagious fatal flaws were discovered only after the own-
ers’ promise to restore them had served its purpose—helping sell the development’s centerpiece 
tower, which some Landmarks commissioners opposed in principle. Or that their removal will by 
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coincidence ease construction access just as work on the tower is beginning. If historic rowhouses 
can be swept out of a developer’s path, nine at a time, for self-reported structural conditions, what 
landmark is safe? What about the risk of owner-created structural conditions? A terribly destructive 
precedent is at hand. The rowhouses must be preserved in place, not just for their own authentici-
ty, but for that of all our landmarks.”

Zack Winestine, co-founder of Save Gansevoort, said: “The demolition of these nine irreplace-
able buildings results from incompetence on the part of the Landmarks Preservation Commis-
sion, the Department of Buildings, and the developer. These buildings should have been properly 
inspected before the development plans were approved, and if their condition was so fragile that 
interior demolition and new construction threatened their survival, the development should never 
have been permitted in the first place.”

More information can be found here:
•  www.villagepreservation.org/campaign-update/rally-to-save-nine-landmarked-houses-in-the-

meatpacking-district-this-thursday-oct-28-at-1-pm-join-us/
•  www.villagepreservation.org/campaign-update/officials-stonewall-on-information-regard-

ing-condition-of-nine-landmarked-meatpacking-district-houses-ok-demolition/
•  www.villagepreservation.org/campaign-update/nine-landmarked-1840s-houses-at-44-54-ninth-

avenue-351-55-west-14th-street-in-meatpacking-district-face-demolition/
•  media.villagepreservation.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/10/07161209/VP-letter-44-54-Ninth-Ave-

351-55-West-14th-Street-let.-10.4.21.pdf 
•  media.villagepreservation.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/10/13154559/LPC-DOB-de-Blasio-let-re-

44-54-9th-351-55-W-14th-9.13.21.pdf 
•  media.villagepreservation.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/10/08164406/HDC-Letter-on-44-54-

Ninth-Ave.-351-55-West-14th-Street-Oct.-8-2021.pdf 
•  media.villagepreservation.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/10/27164853/Save-Chelsea-letter-re-

Gansevoort-Market-10.14.21.pdf 
•  media.villagepreservation.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/10/27125226/LPC-DOB-Response-to-

HDC-and-VP-Letter.pdf
•  media.villagepreservation.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/10/22142517/LPC-DOB-Response-14th-

Street-9th-Ave-Buildings.pdf
•  media.villagepreservation.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/10/21093215/Tavros-Holdings-14th-and-

9th-Status-Update-and-Look-Ahead-10.15.21-1.pdf
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