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WHO WE ARE &
WHAT WE DO

Village Preservation works to document, celebrate, and protect the 

cultural and architectural character of Greenwich Village, NoHo, and 

the East Village.

We provide educational outreach through public lectures, tours, 

exhibits, and publications; a program that explores the importance 

of our built environment with students in grades one through eight; 

preservation leadership for our communities by advocating for 

expanded landmark and zoning protections and against inappropriate 

development; and extensive research services. These initiatives are 

funded in part by our Annual Benefit.

Trevor Stewart
President

Kyung Choi Bordes  
Vice President

Jessica Davis   
Vice President

Allan Sperling  
Secretary/Treasurer

Mary Ann Arisman

Tom Birchard

Blaine Birchby

Richard Blodgett

David Hottenroth

Jeanne Krier

Anita Isola

John Lamb

Justine Leguizamo

Arthur Levin

Leslie Mason

Ruth McCoy

Katherine 
Schoonover

Marilyn Sobel

Judith Stonehill

Linda Yowell

F. Anthony Zunino, III

Village Preservation presents 
VILLAGE VOICES, an engaging installation 

of 21 exhibits displayed throughout our 
neighborhoods featuring photographs, 
artifacts, and soundscape recordings  

that provide entertaining and illuminating 
insight into the momentous heritage 

of our neighborhoods. We are creating 
VILLAGE VOICES to benefit Village 
Preservation and as a tribute to the 

community as we celebrate and honor our 
neighborhoods. It will be on display for 

several weeks for friends, neighbors, and 
visitors to discover and enjoy.

VILLAGE VOICES is dedicated to all of 
the marvelous trailblazers of our exhibition 

and all of the artists, commentators, 
documentarians, filmmakers, foundations, 

historians, journalists, musicians, 
oral historians, photographers, 

preservationists, and everyone out there 
who inspired the project.

WHERE TRAILBLAZERS LIVED,
 WORKED AND RAISED THEIR

VILLAGE VOICES

STAFF

ANDREW BERMAN   Executive Director

SARAH ECCLES   Research & Preservation Associate

DAVID HERMAN   Communications Manager

ARIEL KATES   Director of Programming

ANNA MARCUM   Director of Research & Preservation

SAM MOSKOWITZ   Director of Operations

JUAN RIVERA   East Village & Special Projects Director

LENA RUBIN   Administrative Assistant

LANNYL STEPHENS   Director of Development & Special Events

BOARD OF TRUSTEES
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VILLAGE VOICES
FOUNDERS

BENEFACTOR  

Craig Newmark Philanthropies 

VISIONARY
Bourlet Art Logistics, Douglas Elliman Real Estate, 

Rob & Nina Kaufelt, MADE Design/Build, Fred Wistow

TRAILBLAZER
Kyung Choi Bordes & Peter Bordes, Jr., Estate of 

Fred W. McDarrah, Leslie Mason & Thad Meyerriecks, 

SergeAudio, Marilyn Sobel & Ben Cohen, 

Trevor & Margaret Stewart, PSNY, Anonymous

ACTIVIST
Mary Ann & Frank Arisman, Kathy Fein Bierman & 

Rick Bierman, Hillary Blumberg & Alex Ginsberg, 

Donna Frankel, Hottenroth +Joseph, John Lamb & 

David Stutzman, Nancy Langsan & Daniel Bernstein,

Arthur Levin, Eliza Paley, Allan Sperling & Ferne Goldberg, 

Judith Stonehill

FELLOW
Andrew Brust, Corcoran Real Estate, Hilary Butler, 

Daisy Friedman, Anita Isola, Leslie Mason | Douglas Elliman, 

Miyoung Lee & Neil Simpkins, Georgianna Lynn, 

Patricia & Kevin McCarthy, Farley Pennington, 

Leslie & Bob Rylee, Katherine Schoonover, 

Jane Forman | Sotheby’s International Real Estate, 

Top Hat Home Services, Veselka 

ARTIST
Susanna Aaron & Gary Ginsberg, Lauren Belfer & 

Michael Marrisen, Blaine & Timothy Birchby, 

Sarah Cogan & Douglas Evans, Helen Jean Arthur Dunn, 

Jane Forman & Edward Wolff, Jan & Tom Geniesse, 

Amy Gilfenbaum, Mary Hoeveler, Jack Intrator & 

Debrah Welling, Christina & Douglas Kepple, Gabriele Knecht, 

Susan Kolker, Valerie Krishna, Justine & John Leguizamo, 

Brenda Levin, Marc Levy, Linda Yowell Architects, 

Ruth & Kevin McCoy, Mary Elizabeth McGarry, Deborah 

Martin & Ed Hamilton, Bethany & Euan Menzies, Marlaine & 

Andrew Olinick, John Powell, Lois Rakoff, Sally Rudoy, 

Barry Schwartz, David & Monica Zwirner, 

F. Anthony Zunino & Sally Auer

ICON
Richard Blodgett, Betsey Ely, Gresham Lang Garden Design, 

Judith Haselton, Steve Halprin, Thomas Larson, LMA Group, 

Susan Schweitzer, Mary Louise & Joseph Quinlan, 

Michael Vella Interiors, William & Carolyn Wheatley

DONORS
Robin & David Key, Jeanne Krier, Leroy Street Studio, 

Eric Rayman & Susan Horton, Katherine Roberts, 

Diane & Clark Welton  
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Douglas Elliman 
Salutes

Village Preservation

Celebrates all our brokers,  
especially

Jan Hashey and Leslie Mason,
who have done so much  

for this organization and for 
the historic preservation of 

Greenwich Village.

elliman.com
© 2021 DOUGLAS ELLIMAN REAL ESTATE. EQUAL HOUSING OPPORTUNITY.  575 MADISON AVENUE, NY, NY 10022. 212.891.7000.
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https://www.elliman.com/?gclid=Cj0KCQjwsZKJBhC0ARIsAJ96n3VJqgMhu7tcdoq2-nwGhumod3IwPRorasshbh4wMKiGlIdhSFe32GEaAge-EALw_wcB&gclsrc=aw.ds
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Berenice Abbott was fascinated by the rapid transformation of 
New York’s cityscape, and made it her life’s work to capture 
scenes of architecture and urban design during the Great 
Depression. Born in Ohio and trained in Paris as Man Ray’s 
photography assistant, Abbott returned to America in 1929, 
settling in Greenwich Village with the express interest of 
chronicling the city’s recent changes. Abbott was fascinated 
by the juxtaposition of scale and age in New York. Her work 
included canyons of skyscrapers and intimate scenes of daily 
life in more historic districts.
 
In 1935, the Works Progress Administration (WPA) Federal 
Art Project began supporting her work, and in 1939 her show 
Changing New York debuted as a traveling exhibition of over 
1,000 images. The book of the same title, published in 1939, 
was a milestone in the history of photography. 
 
Abbott’s work contained more than just architectural 
landscapes. She was fascinated by technological innovation 
and scientific phenomena, and considered photography to be 
one of them. “It took the modern period to develop an art 
based on scientific sources, on chemistry and optics. The vision 
of the twentieth century has been created by photography.”

BERENICE ABBOTT

http://designbuildmade.com
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Soul and body have no bounds:
To lovers as they lie upon
Her tolerant enchanted slope
In their ordinary swoon,
Grave the vision Venus sends
Of supernatural sympathy,
Universal love and hope;
While an abstract insight wakes
Among the glaciers and the rocks
The hermit's carnal ecstasy.

LULLABY, AN EXCERPT

The poet, playwright, librettist, and critic Wystan Hugh Auden 
was widely celebrated for his literary genius and the influential 
body of work he produced in an array of poetry styles. He 
lived in New York from 1939 until 1972. In 1953, he moved to 
a small unkempt apartment at 77 St. Mark's Place, which he 
shared with his longtime partner and collaborator, Chester 
Kallman. Just outside his door, St. Mark’s Place was a mecca 
for the beatnik invasion—but Auden lived with equanimity in 
the middle of this frenzy. 
“It is difficult not to believe that in some way the great Auden 
writings of the fifties and sixties, so often preoccupied by the 
aesthetic end of order and the human reality of its absence, 
drew in some intuitive way upon the fertile disarray over 
which he presided in his apartment. Auden himself suggested 
as much, anyway: he responded to Wilson’s obvious disgust at 
his living conditions, “I hate living in squalor—I detest it!—but I 
can’t do the work I want to do and live any other way.”
                                                         —Seamus Perry Paris Review 2020

W. H. AUDEN

https://www.hjnyc.com
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is proud to support

Village Voices
at

Village Preservation

www.bourlet.org

Through his writing, televised debates, and public speaking, 
author and activist James Baldwin was a prolific voice for 
literature and the civil rights movement. Born and raised in 
Harlem, Baldwin moved to the Village in the early 1940s. He 
spent much of his life abroad, brilliantly writing about the 
American scene and experience.

From 1958 to 1961, he lived at 81 Horatio Street in Greenwich 
Village. For many years before and after that, he frequented 
and drew inspiration and camaraderie from the literary and 
bohemian clubs and cafes of Greenwich Village. Another 
Country, published in 1962, is set in 1950s Greenwich 
Village and addresses issues of race, sexual orientation, and 
discrimination in a very frank manner for the time. 
Baldwin’s activism and writing impacted American dialogue 
around race, class, and culture. He presented sharp con-
demnations of Ghettoization, poverty, and racial privilege. He 
was a leader of the 1963 March on Washington for Jobs and 
Freedom, as well as the 1965 Selma-to-Montgomery voting 
rights march. Baldwin’s revolutionary insight and prophetic 
valence continue to guide America towards a more just future. 
“That self-knowledge which matures a nation as well as a man 
presupposes free men and free minds.”

JAMES BALDWIN

https://www.bourlet.org
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Elizabeth Blackwell was a trailblazer in the education of 
female doctors and a prolific author. As the first woman to 
receive a medical degree in America, her 1849 graduation 
from New York State’s Geneva Medical College was a national 
event. After an eye injury ended her dream of becoming a 
surgeon, Blackwell moved to New York City in 1851. Seeking 
to find a place in the male-dominated world of medicine, she 
established a dispensary for women and children in a small 
room near Tompkins Square.
 
On May 12, 1857, Blackwell and her sister Emily, the third 
woman in America to receive a medical degree, opened the 
first full-scale hospital run for and by women: the New York 
Infirmary for Women and Children. Located at 56-58 Bleeker 
Street, the infirmary was immediately successful, treating 
866 patients in its first year. In 1868, the Blackwell sisters 
established the first school devoted exclusively to women’s 
medical education: The Women’s Medical College of the New 
York Infirmary. By 1888, there were 2,600 female physicians in 
the United States; today, there are almost 400,000. 

ELIZABETH
BLACKWELL

Greenwich Village Society 
for Historic Preservation

Lenox Health Greenwich Village 
is proud to support the

Michael J. Dowling 
President & CEO

Kevin Beiner
Senior Vice President & 
Regional Executive 
Director

Alex Hellinger
Executive Director

and all of us at Lenox 
Health Greenwich 
Village

we thank you for your dedication to 
our community.

https://www.northwell.edu/lenox-health-greenwich-village
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A Creative Agency Specializing in 
Brand Identity, Print, and Digital.

PS New York

psnewyork.com

Margaret Wise Brown wrote many of her acclaimed children’s 
books, including Goodnight Moon, in a charming small house 
hidden behind other buildings. Her dream was to create great 
literature, but she achieved lasting fame by capturing a child’s 
world of curiosity and wonder. 
Goodnight Moon was published in 1947, with whimsical 
illustrations by Clement Hurd that matched the author’s 
distinctive words. Margaret had been looking for a writing 
studio a few years earlier when she rented the tiny white 
clapboard house, then located on the Upper East Side’s York 
Avenue near 71st Street. She wrote here until her unexpected 
death in 1952. 
The little house was scheduled for demolition in the mid-1960s 
but was saved by the young Scandinavian couple then renting 
the house. After endless complications, they were allowed to 
move the house in 1967 to its new home at 121 Charles Street. 
Goodnight Moon has by now become one of the most famous 
books of all time, while lulling generations of children to sleep 
with the quiet poetry of Margaret Wise Brown’s words.

MARGARET
WISE BROWN 

https://psnewyork.com


23CLICK AD TO GO TO WEBSITE

The poet E. E. Cummings lived for nearly four decades at No. 
4 Patchin Place, calling it “a certain diminutive deadend lane 
of hundredyearold houses.” He moved to No. 4 in 1924, into 
a third-floor room with good light for painting. Cummings 
viewed himself as a painter as much as a poet, and in those 
days, he painted more than he wrote, calling himself “an 
author of pictures, a draughtsman of words.” His paintings 
express in a different medium the same artistic principles that 
inform his poetry.  
E. E. Cummings is one of America’s most celebrated 20th-
century poets. His poems are unorthodox, experimental, 
known for their quirky punctuation, and, in some cases, 
their unusual visual layouts. Cummings wrote approximately 
2,900 poems, two autobiographical novels, four plays, several 
essays, and a book of fairy tales dedicated to his daughter 
Nancy.   
Cummings met fashion model and photographer Marion 
Morehouse for whom most of his works were dedicated. 
Cummings and Morehouse lived together at Patchin Place for 
thirty years until his death in 1962. He described Patchin Place 
as having “Safety & peace & the truth of Dreaming & the bliss 
of Work.”

E. E. CUMMINGS

https://tophathomeservices.com
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DIGITAL COMPONENTS

of

VILLAGE VOICES 

supported by

AV SYSTEMS DESIGN AND INSTALLATION
COMMERCIAL AND RESIDENTIAL

Sound Systems
WiFi Networks
Home Theater

Acoustics/Noise Abatement
Home Automation

 
New Construction and Renovation

www.sergeaudio.com

239 West 72nd Street, New York, NY 10023
917-881-8545

Serge Audio, Inc.

Escaping a conventional and conservative background in 
Minnesota, Bob Dylan arrived in New York in January 1961 at 
age 19, the first step in his legendary music career. The storied 
clubs and coffee houses of Greenwich Village were incubators 
for new and inspired genres of sound, thought, and poetry.
 
His first 8 albums were recorded between the ages of 21 and 
26 while living and working in Greenwich Village. On April 
11th, 1961, Dylan played his first official “gig,” opening for John 
Lee Hooker at Gerde’s Folk City. Formerly a sleepy saloon, 
Folk City became a thriving cabaret space during the folk 
revolution. A year later, on April 16th, 1962, it was where Dylan 
debuted his civil rights anthem “Blowin’ in the Wind.” 
“America was changing. I had a feeling of destiny and I was 
riding the changes… New York was as good a place as any.” 
May your heart always be joyful
May your song always be sung
And may you stay
Forever young
                                      —Bob Dylan

BOB DYLAN

http://www.sergeaudio.com
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is proud to support

Village Preservation
in its continued success

maintaining the rich culture and history
of the Greenwich Village area.

Richard J. Grossman, President

Sara Rotter, Executive Director of Sales

831 Broadway, New York, NY 10003     212.381.6500

130 Fifth Avenue, New York, NY 10011     212.906.0500

JOHN W. DRAPER
John W Draper, professor of chemistry and botany at New 
York University, took the earliest photograph of the Moon. 
 
In September 1839, accounts of the new Daguerre photographic 
process arrived in New York. Draper quickly realized its 
importance and became one of the first Americans to attempt 
the process. Draper had a great interest in the properties 
of light and had previously explored various chemical 
compounds’ ability to capture light on treated surfaces. 
 
Draper continued experimenting with the new photographic 
process, capturing what was regarded as the first live 
photographs of a human face. When it was announced that 
Dr. Draper, with a box, glass, and chemicals, could make the 
likeness of a person, swarms of eager visitors came looking to 
sit for portraits. 
 
From his rooftop observatory at NYU, Draper became 
enthralled with astrophotography. On March 26, 1840, he 
successfully captured a mirror-reversed image of the Moon, 
resulting in a highly detailed lunar daguerreotype. He wrote in 
his laboratory notebook, “This evening I exposed a prepared 
plate to the moonbeams which had been conveyed by a 
double convex lens.” Draper is credited with producing the 
first-ever realistic view of the Moon. 

https://www.bhsusa.com/?utm_source=search&utm_medium=ctro&utm_term=brown%20harris%20stevens&utm_campaign=spring20
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Corcoran Downtown thanks the 
GVHS for preserving the beauty of 
New York for generations to come

The Corcoran Group is a licensed real estate broker located at 660 Madison Ave, NY, NY 10065.   

U N I O N  S Q U A R E
212.500.7090

S O H O
212.941.2533

C H E L S E A
212.444.7899

Corcoran Downtown thanks Village 
Preservation for maintaining the beauty 
of New York for generations to come

The Corcoran Group is a licensed real estate broker located at 590 Madison Ave, NY, NY 10022.   

U N I O N  S Q U A R E
2 1 2 . 5 0 0 . 7 0 9 0

S O H O
2 1 2 . 9 4 1 . 2 5 3 3

C H E L S E A
2 1 2 . 4 4 4 . 7 8 9 9

MARTHA GRAHAM
One of the foremost choreographers of the twentieth century. 
Martha Graham sought to expose the depth of human emotion 
through movement. Her groundbreaking work resulted in the 
development of a signature movement technique, a body of 
181 choreographic works, a school, and a celebrated company. 
Graham was committed to energizing the spectator into 
“keener awareness of life through dance. Known for her 
innovative collaborations, Graham worked extensively with 
sculptor Isamu Noguchi, costume designer Halston, many 
composers, including Aaron Copland, Samuel Barber, William 
Schuman, and Louis Horst, and many brilliant dancers. 
Graham's early dances demonstrating social values and 
political protest played an important role in American modern 
dance of that era. By the 1930s, Graham established herself 
as one of America's most important artistic voices exploring 
new choreographic concepts and inspired by modern 
painting and poetry, the American frontier, Native Americans, 
and Greek mythology. Graham’s philosophy was rooted in the 
belief that “movement never lies,” and that dance exists as 
the performance of living. A true visionary, Martha Graham is 
remembered as a revolutionary of art and truth.

https://www.corcoran.com/real-estate-offices/soho/576
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La Cave Salon & Day Spa
57 Leroy Street NYC 10014

lacavenyc.com
212.229.9122 • lacavenyc@yahoo.com

LORRAINE HANSBERRY
Lorraine Hansberry grew up on the segregated South Side 
of Chicago, the challenges of which she so memorably 
brought to life in her play A Raisin in the Sun. In 1959, Raisin 
was the first play written by a black woman to be performed 
on Broadway. At 29 years old, Hansberry was the youngest 
American to receive the New York Drama Circle Critics’ Award 
for Best Play.
 
As an artist and activist, Lorraine Hansberry captured the 
conflict between human idealism and social reality. An 
agent of social change, Hansberry used her brilliance in self-
expression and commitment to action to inspire and empower 
the disinherited and oppressed. She challenged President 
Kennedy and his brother to take bolder stances on civil rights, 
supporting African anti-colonial leaders, and confronting the 
romantic racism of the Beat poets and Village hipsters.
 
After her untimely death at 34, her friend James Baldwin 
wrote about the deep significance of her work. “What is 
relevant here is that I had never in my life seen so many black 
people in the theater. And the reason was that never in the 
history of the American theater had so much of the truth of 
black people’s lives been seen on stage. Black people ignored 
the theater because the theater had always ignored them.”

VellaInterIors.com ~ 718-729-0026 ~ new York cItY

http://lacavenyc.com/
https://vellainteriors.com
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Just before the last song of the night at Cafe Society in early 
1939, the house lights went out, the bar stopped serving, and 
no new patrons were allowed entry. A single spotlight beam 
illuminated a 24-year-old Billie Holiday sitting alone on stage, 
captivating the audience with her searing gaze.
 
This nerve-wracking moment had been carefully orchestrated 
by Holiday and Cafe Society owner Barney Josephson. This 
song, “Strange Fruit,” was about to change history. 
Holiday closed her eyes as in prayer and began her final 
number. 
Southern trees bear a strange fruit
Blood on the leaves and blood at the root
Strange fruit hanging from the poplar trees 
This haunting protest song would become one the most 
searing and consequential of the 20th century. After the final 
note was cut short, the stage went black and Holiday was 
gone, leaving the audience in stunned silence.
 
Previously, protests songs had served as propaganda; Holiday 
proved they could be art. It did not stir the blood; it chilled it.

BILLIE HOLIDAY

The Debra Kameros Team  
is a proud supporter of  
Village Preservation

“We shape our buildings 
thereafter they shape us” 

—Winston Churchill 

646.651.4743  
debra.kameros@compass.com 

https://www.compass.com/agents/debra-kameros/
https://www.lmagroupinc.com
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sawyerberson.com
VILLAGE VOICES 2021

Proud Sponsor of

JANE JACOBS
Jane Jacobs’ fierce advocacy paved the way for the New 
Urbanist movement by challenging overzealous city 
“improvement” plans, in favor of community citizen-based 
urban planning. Her groundbreaking book, The Death and 
Life of Great American Cities recentered diversity, density, 
and dynamism within the urban planner’s toolkit and 
revolutionized the way we look at how our cities function.  
Undaunted by claims from bureaucrats that she and her 
followers were just “a bunch of mothers,”Jacobs found new 
ways to galvanize communities and to triumph. Her efforts 
in the 1950’s were instrumental in saving both Washington 
Square Park and Soho from destruction. 
In an interview Jacobs said:
“If a highway is coming thorough that is going to be very 
destructive and you know it’s an idiotic thing, you fight that 
highway. Protest against the stratification and the status quo 
and things that touch you and your neighborhood directly.”
“Stop being victims. I think it’s wicked, in a way, to be a victim. 
It’s even wickeder to be a predator, but it’s wicked to be a 
victim and allow it.”

https://www.sawyerberson.com
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AC
T U

P

LARRY KRAMER
A pioneering gay-rights activist and author, Larry Kramer made 
the Village his battleground to galvanize historic changes in 
the public debate around health. He was a founding member 
of Gay Men’s Health Crisis (GMHC), the first AIDS advocacy 
and support organization, in 1982. Kramer eventually became 
frustrated with the group’s passivity amidst ongoing threats 
to gay equality and increasing numbers of AIDS fatalities.
 
On March 10, 1987, he gave an impassioned speech at the LGBT 
Community Center which led to the creation of the grassroots 
activist group AIDS Coalition to Unleash Power (ACT UP).
 
Both GMHC and ACT UP represented a fundamental shift in the 
public discussion and response to the AIDS crisis. Their direct-
action politics disrupted government and religious institutions, 
catalyzing effective research and treatment for AIDS.
 
Larry Kramer’s tireless efforts to save lives best embodied the 
group’s motto: “Silence = Death.” 
“In American medicine, there are two eras, before Larry and 
after Larry...There is no question in my mind that Larry helped 
change medicine in this country, and he helped change it for 
the better. When all the screaming and the histrionics are 
forgotten, that will remain.”
        —Anthony Fauci, New Yorker Interview by Specter, 2002

59 Greenwich Ave., New York, NY 10014 | 212.524.3292 | chazdean.com

https://chazdean.com/store?gclid=CjwKCAjwybyJBhBwEiwAvz4G77ZoeKHA44QDksOAXvr88fy4iMvN6c04lgRDbch5JU-sUAzBI6tgsxoCbGwQAvD_BwE
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JOAN MITCHELL
Joan Mitchell’s bold, colorful, and gestural artwork was instru-
mental in breaking down the cultural and social barriers of 
her time. While the story of Abstract Expressionism has tra-
ditionally been viewed through the prism of male-dominated 
post-war America, female artists like Mitchell created a very 
different landscape. 
 
Invited to participate in the 1951 Ninth Street Art Exhibition, 
Mitchell contributed a bold work of nearly six square feet. 
The now-legendary show was a coming out for New York's 
avant-garde art scene, and a catalyst to overturn the hegemo-
ny of the art world, moving the western world’s cultural center 
away from Paris to New York, from uptown to downtown. 
 
Her first solo show was the following year. She rented an 
apartment and studio on St. Mark’s Place, which she main-
tained for over three decades. Invigorated by the wealth of 
creatives that inhabited the area, Mitchell quickly established 
herself as a fearless and daring central figure of the second 
generation of Abstract Expressionists. “People will never un-
derstand what we [New York musicians and the abstract art-
ists] are doing if they can’t feel… All art is abstract. All music 
is abstract. But it’s all real.”  

Mitchell’s quote c. 1960’s, as cited by David Anram 

‘The Stamp of Impulse, Abstract Expressionist Prints,’ 2001 p. 21

Leslie Mason
of  Douglas Elliman is proud to support

Village Voices
at

Village Preservation

LESLIE MASON
Townhouse Speacialist

212.206.2810 I lmason@elliman.com

© 2021 DOUGLAS ELLIMAN REAL ESTATE.  EQUAL HOUSING OPPORTUNITY.

https://lesliemason.elliman.com
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During his short life, Charlie Parker changed the course of 
music. He was a pioneering composer and improviser who 
ushered in a new era of jazz, deeply influencing subsequent 
generations of musicians, writers, and artists. Parker acquired 
the nickname “Yardbird” early in his career, which was then 
shortened to “Bird”—a sobriquet he used for the rest of his life.
 
Parker first arrived in New York City in 1938 or 1939, soon 
establishing himself as one of jazz’s most gifted and 
influential performers. In 1942, Parker opened at the Savoy 
Ballroom in Harlem with the McShann Band. Parker became 
a star soloist at the Savoy, and nightly broadcasts attracted 
throngs of young musicians who crowded the stage to hear 
him in person.
 
He moved to the East Village at the height of his career, having 
achieved considerable success and renown as the co-creator 
of bebop, the modern jazz style that he and trumpeter Dizzy 
Gillispie originated in New York City during the mid-1940s.  
“You can tell the history of jazz in four words: 
Louis Armstrong. Charlie Parker.”  
                                                              —Miles Davis

CHARLIE
“BIRD” PARKER

https://www.veselka.com
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JACKSON POLLOCK
Pollock came to New York in 1930 to study at the Art Students 
League with Regionalist painter Thomas Hart Benton. 
“I’m going to school every morning and have learned what is 
worth learning in the realm of art. It is just a matter of time 
and work now for me to have that knowledge a part of me. A 
good seventy years more and I think I’ll make a good artist—
being an artist is life itself—living it I mean. And when I say 
artists I don’t mean it in the narrow sense of the word—but 
a man who is building things—creating molding the earth—
whether it be plains of the west—or the iron ore of Penn. It’s 
all a big game of construction—some with a brush—some with 
a shovel—some chose a pen… Sculpting I think tho is my me-
dium. I’ll never be satisfied until I’m able to mould a mountain 
of stone, with the aid of a jack hammer, to fit my will. There 
are to be some mural jobs for the new radio city which is un-
der construction—that’s the new artist's job to construct with 
the carpenter—the mason. The art of life is composition—the 
planning—the fittin in the masses—activities.” 
                     —Letter to his father, LeRoy Pollock, February 1932

382 Macdonough Street, Brooklyn, NY 11233
Office (212) 598-1151   Cell (201) 960-4079

info@greshamlanggardens.com 
www.greshamlanggardens.com

Gresham Lang Garden Design, LLC
Specializing in garden design, installation and maintenance for residential, 

commercial and institutional clients.  Please call for a consultation.

Thank You 
Village Preservation 

For Protecting 
The Neighborhoods That I Love

The Corcoran Group is a licensed real estate broker. Owned and operated by NRT LLC.

Specializing in Downtown Real Estate since 1985

Monica Rittersporn
Licensed Associate RE Broker
(o) 212.941.2583
mr@corcoran.com

https://greshamlanggardens.com
https://www.corcoran.com/real-estate-agents/monica-rittersporn/7030/regionId=1
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Pilgrim, 1960
COMBINE:

oil

graphite

paper

printed paper

and fabric 

on canvas 

with painted 

wood chair

Robert Rauschenberg’s art, known as “Combines,” challenges 
gestural abstract painting and two-dimensional canvases 
cementing him as a pivotal figure of the American avant-garde. 
Settling in New York in 1949, the contents of Rauschenberg’s 
work were intrinsically tied to his time spent on the streets of 
lower Manhattan. 
 
The majority of Combines were produced from 1953 - 1964 
while he lived in New York. Each piece confronted traditional 
art presentation style and medium through the use of 
found objects, graphic and cultural imagery, and sculptural 
arrangement. In a 1953 exhibition statement, he wrote "the 
order and logic of the arrangements are the direct creation 
of the viewer assisted by the costumed provocativeness 
and literal sensuality of the objects." Most objects that were 
incorporated into Combines were found during the artist’s 
walks through the city, each transforming from belongings to 
trash to art by his hand. 

ROBERT
RAUSCHENBERGSupporting your efforts.

Congratulations
VILLAGE PRESERVATION

on continued success.

The Corcoran Group is a licensed real estate broker.
Owned and operated by NRT LLC.

Glenn E. Schiller
Licensed Associate RE Broker
o 212.941.2561  |  ges@corcoran.com

Specializing in Downtown
Real Estate for over 30 Years

https://www.corcoran.com/real-estate-agents/glenn-e-schiller/3452/regionId=1
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OLIVER SACKS
“Last night, I dreamed about mercury—huge, shining globules 
of quicksilver rising and falling. Mercury is element number 
80, and my dream is a reminder that on Tuesday, I will be 80 
myself. Elements and birthdays have been intertwined for me 
since boyhood. At 11, I could say ‘I am sodium’ (element 11), 
and now at 79, I am gold.” (2012) 
Dubbed the “poet laureate of medicine,” Oliver Sacks wrote 
more than a dozen books, perhaps most famously The Man 
Who Mistook His Wife for a Hat, published in 1985, as well 
as numerous essays for medical journals, magazines, and 
newspapers. His books were extremely popular and sold 
more than one million copies in his lifetime.
 
While working in hospitals and medical schools around the 
city, Sacks broke new ground by writing about patients with 
complex and sometimes obscure medical conditions. He 
recounted these unusual stories with charm, wit, and grace 
in language the public could understand. Sacks moved to the 
Village in 1995 and eagerly embraced the lively culture of the 
area. He frequented the Cornelia Street Café and sometimes 
read passages from his writings or discussed the complexities 
of science in the café’s performance space.

Douglas Elliman announces  
the 9th Annual Ride for Love in support of  
God’s Love We Deliver.

To date, Douglas Elliman agents and staff have 
raised over $1.2 million that translates into 120,000 
meals for New Yorkers — many of our friends and 
neighbors in Greenwich Village — who are too 
sick to shop or cook for themselves. 

Congratulations riders — especially Village Voices  
committee member and Ride for Love Director 
Bridget Harvey of Douglas Elliman Flatiron.

Good luck on the ride on September 19th!

elliman.com
© 2021 DOUGLAS ELLIMAN REAL ESTATE. EQUAL HOUSING OPPORTUNITY.  575 MADISON AVENUE, NY, NY 10022. 212.891.7000.

https://www.glwd.org/events/the-douglas-elliman-ride-for-love/
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JOHN SLOAN
John Sloan was one of the original members of what came to 
be known as the Ashcan School. His paintings captured life on 
the Lower East Side and the grittier precincts of Greenwich 
Village and Lower Manhattan with exuberance, spurning 
academic subjects and instead painting the raw, urban life of 
the city in all its ragtag vigor and squalor.
 
Sloan and others of the Ashcan School painters had worked as 
illustrators for newspapers and magazines before becoming 
artists; their art conveyed the immediacy of an on-the-
scene report. They painted urban life with a realism that was 
rejected by the art critics of the time. Although attacked as 
being “devotees of the ugly,” Sloan and his contemporaries 
believed that beauty could be found in ordinary life.
 
John Sloan, Robert Henri, William Glackens, George Luks, 
and Everett Shinn constituted the core of the Ashcan School. 
Gertrude Vanderbilt Whitney, an art collector and sculptor, 
and arguably the most influential art patron of the 20th 
century, was dedicated to supporting artists in order to 
promote distinctly American art. She was a champion of and 
collected the works of these artist, which eventually became 
the bedrock of the Whitney collection.

Jane Forman and Sotheby’s International Realty 
are proud to support Village Preservation.

Jane Forman 
Senior Global RE Advisor | Associate Broker 

Jane.Forman@sothebys.realty 
917.952.5341

Downtown Manhattan Brokerage | 149 Fifth Avenue, New York, NY 10010 
© 2021 Sotheby’s International Realty. All Rights Reserved. The Sotheby’s International Realty trademark is licensed and used 
with permission. Each Sotheby’s International Realty office is independently owned and operated, except those operated by 
Sotheby’s International Realty, Inc. The Sotheby’s International Realty network fully supports the principles of the Fair 
Housing Act and the Equal Opportunity Act. Real estate agents affiliated with Sotheby’s International Realty are independent 
contractor sales associates and are not employees of Sotheby’s International Realty. 

https://www.sothebysrealty.com/eng/associate/180-a-1178-40026923/jane-forman
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PATTI SMITH
Patti Smith defies the boundaries between poetry and music to 
spread her revelatory word. Smith first practiced her signature 
form of performance poetry in 1971 at St. Mark’s Church-in-
the-Bowery accompanied by longtime collaborator Lenny 
Kaye on guitar. Her debut album Horses has been cited as one 
of the first true punk albums, and is in Billboard Magazine’s 
“best of all time.” Yet Smith continues to label herself a poet 
rather than a rock star. As with her art, Smith creates without 
regard to conventions, but is deeply committed to her cause 
and community. Following Wave, her fourth studio album, she 
married MC5 guitarist Fred “Sonic” Smith, moved to Michigan, 
and raised a family. Fred passed away of a heart attack in 
1994, and two years later she returned to the Village. She still 
lives and performs in the Village—the place that launched her 
ascent to renown.
 
And my senses newly opened
I awakened to the cry
That the people have the power
To redeem the work of fools
Upon the meek the graces shower
It’s discreet the people rule
             —People Have the Power (1988)

https://www.yowellarch.com


53CLICK AD TO GO TO WEBSITE

On March 25, 1911, the deadliest industrial fire in U.S. history 
occurred at the Triangle Shirtwaist Factory in the building 
at 23-29 Washington Place. The fire killed 146 workers, 
predominantly recent immigrant women aged 16 to 23. The 
factory was located on the eighth, ninth, and tenth floors of 
the Asch Building, now known as the Brown Building. Due to a 
common practice at the time of locking exit doors to prevent 
workers from taking unauthorized breaks, many workers were 
trapped in burning rooms and forced to leap from window 
ledges to try to escape the flames. 

The tragic incident led to legislation requiring improved 
factory safety standards and the development of the 
International Ladies’ Garment Workers’ Union. Frances 
Perkins, a witness to the fire, dedicated her life to improving 
working conditions for all people, and she became the first 
female cabinet member when President Roosevelt appointed 
her Secretary of Labor in 1933. The building survived the fire 
and has been designated a National Historic Landmark and a 
New York City Landmark.

We honor the 146 victims with a memorial of their names 
hand-embroidered on a shirtwaist dress. 

TRIANGLE 
SHIRTWAIST FACTORY

https://disalvo.nyc
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Chaz Dean
and the team at

Chaz Dean Studio NY

Congratulations

The team at
Studio Tim Campbell

are honored to have been a part
of this journey with you.

https://studiotimcampbell.com
https://www.lolataverna.com
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© 2021 DOUGLAS ELLIMAN REAL ESTATE. EQUAL HOUSING OPPORTUNITY. 
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is proud to support  
Village Preservation

Bridget Harvey
Lic. Assoc. R.E. Broker

O 212.206.2821
M 917.667.1531
bridget.harvey@elliman.com

elliman.com
because printing
isn’t always
black and white.

Thank you for working
tirelessly to preserve

our neighborhood.

We are happy
to be your partner.

212.777.9970
www.symmetryprints.com

www.boxesbysymmetry.com

 
 

https://www.elliman.com/newyorkcity/associate/527-a-530-bridh/bridget-harvey
https://preservinc.com
http://www.symmetryprints.com/
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VILLAGE VOICES 
BENEFIT COMMITTEE

CHAIR  
Leslie Mason 

COMMITTEE
Mary Ann Arisman, Kyung Choi Bordes, Blaine Birchby, 

Richard Blodgett, Frank Collerius, Jane Forman, 

Steve Halprin, Bridget Harvey, David Hottenroth, Anita Isola, 

Debra Kameros, Christina Kepple, Susan Kolker, 

John Lamb, Stephen Larkin, Arthur Levin, Ruth McCoy, 

Monica Rittersporn, Leslie Rylee, Trevor Stewart, 

Judith Stonehill, Pam Tillis, Daniella Topol

CORPORATE SUPPORT

FRIEND
Brown Harris Stevens, Chaz Dean, Glenn Schiller | Corcoran, 

Lenox Health Greenwich Village, Sawyer Berson

PATRON
Lola Taverna, Steven Gambrel, Studio Tim Campbell

SPONSOR
Bridget Harvey Team | Douglas Elliman, 

Debra Kameros | Compass, 

La Cave Salon & Day Spa | Donna McNally, 

DiSalvo Contracting, Mary McGorry | Wells Fargo,  

Monica Rittersporn | Corcoran, PRESERV,  

SMI Construction, Symmetry Printing,

Village Preservation Broker’s Partnership

List in formation

is proud to support

Village Voices
at

Village Preservation

www.srgambrel.com
212.925.3380

https://www.srgambrel.com
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VILLAGE PRESERVATION IS GRATEFUL TO SO MANY who 

have given their time, talents, and resources to make this exhibition 

possible. Thank you for being a vital part of VILLAGE VOICES.

THE 2021 BENEFIT COMMITTEE, FOR THEIR ENERGY, 
HARD WORK, AND DEDICATION:
Leslie Mason - Chair

Mary Ann Arisman, Blaine Birchby, Richard Blodgett, Kyung Choi 

Bordes, Frank Collerius, Jane Forman, Steve Halprin, Bridget Harvey, 

David Hottenroth, Anita Isola, Debra Kameros, Christina Kepple, 

Susan Kolker, Stephen Larkin, Arthur Levin, Ruth McCoy, 

Monica Rittersporn, Leslie Rylee, Trevor Stewart, Judith Stonehill, 

Pam Tillis, Daniella Topol

THE MANY BUSINESSES, ORGANIZATIONS, AND 
INDIVIDUALS WHO MAKE THIS TOUR POSSIBLE:
Our generous homeowners, St. Mark’s in the Bowery, Washington 

Square Park, Jackson Square Park, The NYC AIDS Memorial Park,  

Axis Theater

MADE Design/Build Ben Bischoff and Lauren Ciarpella who 

generously donated the design, engineering, materials, and build of 

the shadowboxes

Penny Hardy and PSNY for designing and creating the interiors of 

the shadowboxes                  

SergeAudio who generously donated the creation and engineering 

of the digital and audio components of the tour 

Eliza Paley who donated audio engineering services

Doyle Partners for graphic design services

The Estate of Fred W. McDarrah for generously donating the use  

of photographs

Fireplace at 409 Bleecker for being the host of our catalogue pick 

up site

Jefferson Market Garden for serving as the ticket site and reception

Lucia Rogerson for the embroidery of the 146 names of the victims 

of the Triangle Shirtwaist Factory Fire

Georgia Ossorguine for assisting with Social Media marketing 

Our amazing volunteers & docents for their dedication, enthusiasm, 

and service

The Village Preservation Board of Trustees, who faithfully lent their 

talents and time to make this event the success it is

The Entire Village Preservation Staff who worked tirelessly to 

ensure a successful exhibition and whose research and blogs over 

the many years inspired this event

AND YOU, OUR FOUNDERS & SUPPORTERS, WHO SO 
GENEROUSLY DONATED TO MAKE THIS EVENT POSSIBLE.

VILLAGE VOICES was curated by Leslie Mason and Lannyl Stephens 

and co-curated by Sophia Klebnikov.
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