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THE NEhl CABARET LAW 

"Hhen we are planning for posterity, we ought t\. 
remember that virtue is not heredity." 

Thomas Paine, Common Sense (1776). 

In June of this year the old Cabaret Law which limited the types of instrwnents which could be 
played in a cabaret or restaurant, and also limited by zoning where cabarets could be established, 
was killed, and replaced by a new law. The new law does not discriminate against types of 
instruments, but still limits them to three. But a more damaging effect, according to a zoning 
expert is that "zoning would be eliminated and, in fact, cabarets would be able to locate in 
any areas of the City zoned commercial," which could include a very great portion of Greenwich 
Village. Our expert continues "This Local Law would alter the present zoning by removing the 
protection presently offered by the two categories of eating and drinking places." This new 
law was pushed heavily by Councilmembers Messinger and Friedlander, and their battle cry was 
always that the old Cabaret Law was discriminatory. 

We are anxious to hear from any of our members as to whether they are hearing loud, live music 
in spots never heard from before. The city has promised new action in enforcing a Noise Code, 
one of the most ignored areas of Environmental Protection. We will be happy to compile any 
reports of increased noise havoc. The excuse for passing the new law has been that a law suit 
was pending charging the City with discrimination. But there is another side to this issue 
which the courts could also hear. 

THE COOPER COMMITTEE REPORT 

About a year ago, under pressure from Big Real Estate Interests, the City created the Cooper 
Committee to study the Landmarks Preservation Commission and the Landmarks Law. This summer 
the Committee turned in its report, which if followed by the letter would create an impossible 
work load for an already overworked agency, gutting both the Commission and the Law administ
ered by it. 

The City has asked that citizens react to the Cooper Committee Report, and they have set a 
cut-off date of Septemb~r 30 of this year to receive comments. We urge you to react. Please 
write to. Deputy Mayor Robert Esnard, Office of the Mayor, City Hall, New York, New York 10007. 
We have copies of the Cooper Report available in quantity and will have them at the meeting 
on T,uesday, September 23. The Commission needs more money to operate to enforce the law; it 
does not need the Landmarks Law gutted and shredded. 

Help us, help yourself. Save our beloved Historic District. 

ANNE SLATIN AT DYCKMAN HOUSE 

On Sunday, September 14, Anne Pratt Slatin, a member of our Executive Conunittee, represented us 
at the Country Fair held by the Metropolitan Historic Structures Association, wi·th some baked 
goods. 1-IVC is a member of the Association, which has turned out to be one of our better efforts 
to rt::!ach out to responsible leadership in other civic groups within the city. The fair is 
held every year in Dyckman House in Upper Manhattan, and this i::> our second year for parti.cipa
tion. Mrs. Slatin is also a member of the ·Board of Metropolitan Historic Structures. 

CRAB FES1 TIME FOR VILLAGE VISITNG NEIGHBORS 

Village Visiting ~eighbors, Inc., has announced its 9th Annual New Orleans Crab and Beer Fest 
for Friday, Septembber 26, 6-9 P.~l. in Our Lady of Pompeii Church Hall, 6th Ave. and Bleecker 
Street (corner of Carmine St.) The event is a fundraiser for this worthy group which visits and 
aids the ill and elderly in our community, and which was founded many yeal.·s ago by Ernest May<:!r 
with initial help from the \.lest Village Committee. The dinner is $20 per person, $15 for Senior 
Citizens, and is ~ax deductible to the extent allowed by law. Call 929-5869 for information 
and reservations. This is a worthy group serving our community. Contributions are tax deduct
ible. Contributions may be sent to Village Visiting Neighbors, Inc., 371 Sixth Avenue 10014. 





NEWSLETTER and Meeting Notice 
"Serving and Preserving the Greenwich Village Community 

for More Than a Quarter Century" 

Vo~ume XXIX, No. 6 
THE WEST VILLAGE COMMITTEE 

243-0762 

Bo:z 30301 • Port Aut.horit7 Station • Utb Street. and 9th Avenue • New York, New York 10011 

Meeting 
Place: 
Agenda: 

Date: Tuesday, June 27 at 7:30 P .. M. 
Parish Hall, St .•. John' &-in-the-Village, 224 Waverly Place. 
Late developments re a prison barge at Pier 40, should we join in with Ban the 

Barge for a street fair fund-raiser, and the need for volunteers to serve in 
our bookstore/headquarters on weekends. 

INJUNCTION AGAINST A PRISON BARGE AT PIER 40 IS LIFTED 

Despite the lack of press coverage, we regret to inform you that Judge Shorter lifted the in
junction against permanently locating the prison barge, Bibby Venture, at Pier 40 near Morton 
Street earlier in the month., The City had said all along that they planned to have the Venture 
in place at Pier 40 by the end of July.,. and they will probably be able to keep their promise, •. 
However, the State in granting permission for placing a prison barge at Pier 40, gave permission 
for only a temporary mooring of five years since they admit that any such use of the Hudson 
River waterfront violates Federal Coas~al Zone Management policy., Deputy Mayor Robert Esnard 
is said to be delighted, but then prison barges are said to be his idiotic idea to begin withra
What else would you expect from such a hack planner? An appeal is being prepared, and we 
once again will accept tax-deductible donations to support the appeal in the courts, •. 

Bad planning may originate here in the City, but it does not help when State officials in 
Albany reinforce bad planning with a five-year temporary permit. The splendid oratory of the 
Governor, when measured against the compromising acts of his Secretary of State Gail Schaffer, 
seem less impressive than when we first heard his mellow tones years ago .• , 

CALL YOUR ASSEMBLYMAN, CALL YOUR STATE SENATOR 

In the State Senate and in the State Assembly, there is a worthwhile bill dealing with energy 
and environment, but it contains a very dangerous provision -- giving the State a total veto 
power on where waste disposal and incinerators are to be placed... This is not the Governor.'s 
Bill #63, which is considered to be dead at this time, but it contains the same provisions 
we objected to in the Governor's Bill 1/63!91 In the State Senate, it is #S4051, in the Assembly, 
/IA7491,. We do not ask that the bill be killed, only that those hidden provisions to override 
Local Law be removed,., The wishes of local conununities are often enough dismissed, we don,'t 
need to be stomped on besidesfW! Please call your Assemblyman and your State Senator . ., In the 
Village, your Assemblyman is Bill Passannante, 385-6622, and senator Ohrensteinis office is 
587~5531,.,,S1.,and phone calls are quicker,., But if you want to write, they both have offices in 
250 Broadway NYC 10007~ 

RUMOR SAYS A WATERSIDE PARK IS ON THE WAY 

Rumor has it that Governor Cuomo and Mayor Koch have agreed to a waterside park along the Hudson 
River waterfront and will declare a ban en waterside development. We are curious only as to how 
much of the waterfront will fall under such a plan for a -waterside park, because if it only 
considers the Village waterfront, it will not be enough. We urge you to write to Governor 
Cuomo and ask that he pursue making the entire Hudson River waterfront a park, and atso demand 
that streets in the Greenwich Village Historic District not be attached to the superhighway 
to be built along the Hudson as a replacement for the West Side Elevated Highway~ Cuomo may be 
addressed as followsa The Honi., Mario Cuomo, GoveDior 

The State of New York 
The Executive Chamber 
Capitol 
Albany, New York 12224 
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Officers for th! West Villa@e Qmnittee will t2 

,.,~ at Ql[' AJrll neeting. 

FUNDS NEEDED FOR SOCIETY'S STUDY TOWARD LA~"'DMARKHiG WATERFRONT AREA 

Richard Barnett, a fonner President of The West Village Carur1ittee, and now President of the 
Greenwich Village Society for Historic Preservation, has approached us to make a funding gesture 
toward publication costs of the compl~ted study by Regina Kellerman of the West Village beyond 
the present border of the exist int Greenwich VU:' e.ge '.li.stC't"ic: Landmark District. Whether it 
were to become a part of the, exi.stinr, Di~trict, :.:i r: more liJc~ly, a separate. landmarked waterfront 
district, is unimportant. Historically this an:i.1- ir,corpcrc.tes the oldest part of Greenwich 
Village and desperately n(!ecl.t· protE>cti.on from g;;-eedy developerso Th~re 1.s an estimate that it 
might require as much as $12,.000 t·:r.: put the study into print so that it can be made available to 
all of us, and so that we can ir1te1J.i13ently request land.mark status for t'i1e area. The Society 
is a valuable sister organization: and we will be happy to receive funds toward the publication 
of this invaluable architectural study. All contribution~ are tax deductible. 

1-C-HRIST -S-TROL:tGO - 1899-1988 ---- --- ------------
1 I 

The January issue of. the Newsletter noted with ree;ret the death of Mr. Christ Stroligo on Decen-
ber 21, four days before Christmas. Fron the formation of The West Village Cor.miittee as the 
Committee to Save the Village nearly 30 years ago, the Stroligo family has been supportive of 
our goals. But we also were aware that Mr. Stroligo had a very interesting background, and so 
we are very pleased to relate some of that history here. 

Christ Stroligo was born on December 24, Christr.ias Eve 1899 in the Province of Istria, which was 
then part of the Austro-Hungarian Empire. At the age of 16 he was drafted into horld War I ser
vice, was wounded at 17, and at war's end w-as critically ill with malaria. 

After the war, ~ about the opportunities in the United States, he joined the ere"'· of a ship 
destined for the U.S. and decided to remain in this country. 

He found his "golden opportunity" on a tugboat shoveling coal - twelve hours a day, seven days a 
week. 

At age 24 he married Maria Gitz. In 1926 tlr. Stroligo managed the down-payment on a brownstone 
located at 318 West 11th Street. At that time, there was an outhouse in the backyard, one 
water tap in the cellar, and a working blacksmith next door on Greenwich Street. 

Christ and Maria Stroligo raised four children on 11th Street. Their children and three of 
their grandchildren were educated in the ~est Village and inherited their love and appreciation 
of this uni.que co:mr:Junity. 

The Stroligo family has lost a beloved parent, the West Village Cor.imittee has lost a friend. 

JIB PLAYl:nrGHTS: "A BACKl,'ARD GLANCE OF EDIT!! i.'llARTON" 

The Hf, PlaY'-Tights Foundation, 124 Bank Street, is announcing their latest stage production with . 
"A Backward Glance of Edith hnarton," be13inning with 8 P.M. curtains on March 22 thru April 3. 
The exception is No Perforraance on March 26. We have many enthusiasts of these productions anong 
our menbership. Admission is free, but reservations must be made Monday thru Friday fron 11 A.~;. 
until 5 P.M. by calling 989-6540. Telephone reservations are automatically confin:ied, but to be 
sure of a seat you must arrive and claim your seat 15 minutes before curtain at 8 P.~:. The 
theater is located on the south side of Bank Street between Greenwich and hashington Streets. 

ASBESTOS REMOVAL 

Do you have a boiler and heating pipes in the basement wrapped in asbestos? Does it worry you? 
Would you like to have it removed from the prer.iise? Many small, older hones have an existing 
asbestos conditions, and in sone instances the asbestos wrappings surround the pipes into the 
upper floors. The best advice is not to do the removal yourself, because you will still have a 
problem of disposing legally of this dangerous material - you can be fined for putting it out for 
City Garbage Pickup. It is often only a one-day job for a licensed renover, r.iore for apartr.i.ent 
houses ., and for very small jobs the bill may be in the high hundreds, but for averar,e brownstone 
basements it can run as high was $2,000-$3,000. If you would like a list of licensed removal 
contractors we suggest that you write to 

Department of Environmental Protection 
Asbestos Control Program 
295 Lafayette Street· 
New York, New York 10012 

and enclose a check for $6 made out to "NYC Dept. of Envirorunental Protection." They, in turn, 
will send you a fairly complete list of all contractors licensed to do this dangerous work so 
that you can obtain cost estimates. If your neighbors have similar existing asbestos problens, 
you should inquire of the contractor as to whether he would take on cleaning out several houses 
in the sar.ie area at a reduced group rate. 

I wish to contribute to the follouing West Village Committee projects: ~ Postage/Printing 

0 Jane Street Garden 0 Jeffersoo Market Pock Garden 0 Inn gptes & plant:ings in Abingcb1 Square Park 

0 Art ~ in IND 14th/8th Ave suD.za.y stati.Cll O &IPIX'rt of p...lblicatim of ~. KellE!II!Bil architec~ stu:ly 
• tOlm:d larrlilarking ~ \.Jest Village to the a.dscn River. 

~ Address lb::ne -------
Petuin to 'Ire West Village Ccr.r.littee, PO Bale 303:ll, N~' NY lClJll. Cart:ril:l.ltims are tax ~ble. 
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~Ir. Bowser 243-0762 
Mr. Spiegel 929-3169 

Ms. Steinberg 242-6380 
Nr. Croslam 929-0070 

Ms. Slatin ~55-7066 
Ms. Mc0.1Sker 929-5228 

Ns. Fisher "929-'31G9 
THE WEST VILLAGE COMMITTEE 304 WEST llTH STREET NEW TORK, N . Y . 10014 
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THE PARKS COUNCIL'S WEST SIDE WATERFRONT ESPLANADE DESIGN STUDY ON JULY 7TH 

By invitation we a t tended a presenta t i on of t he Wes t Side Waterf ront Es pl anade Design Study vi a 
t he auspices of t he Parks Council. The s tudy was financed by the National Endowment in the Arts 
a s wel l as f rom f unds provided by t he New York St ate Legis l a ture. The pres~ntation was made by 
the Parks Council's consultant, Steve Carr, of· Carr-Lynch Associates in Boston. 

Although Steve Carr asserted at the very beginning that the plan shown was not a design, it neveI 
theless had a lot of details for anything that was not a design. In this plan all historic streetE 
are to be connected to the· new highway so that there would be a crosswalk at each street to the 
river esplanade, which we have objected to elsewhere, and on which we have not given up the fight 
The simple fact is that if all of our historic streets are connected, the burden of massive traf
fic will still fall on three streets -- Christopher, 11th and 12th Streets. 

We are being told on one hand that we are getting a waterfront parkland not unlike Riverside, but 
in many respects it is very unlike the basically passive nature of Riverside. It is a little pre 
mature perhaps to be suggesting arnplitheaters, bandshells, skating rinks, gardens, hills and 
dales, to say nothing or primeval forests on the Greenwich Village waterfront. Some of the most 
hideous plantings we have ever witnessed have allegedly been primeval, but more evil than prime. 

An individual who has a business in Chelsea, but who lives in the Upper West Side insisted that 
interesting things should be placed in this parkland "to draw people to it." One wonders if he 
has ever witnessed the Village waterfront in high usage, and one wonders what he thinks draws · 
people to his own Riverside Park. There certainly should be a lot of discussion before we get 
into the placement of amplitheaters or sports arenas on our waterfront at the behest of outsiderf 
Our greatest fear is perhaps a playland of ferris wheels or a real dodo of development like Soutl 
Street Seaport. 

One of the really objectionable elements of this non-design was floating swinuning pools and 
docks, or structures on platforms~ This is exactly what the City's Public Development Corpora
tion would like to achieve -- only they want high-rise hotels and other massive structures. An 
esplanade with floating pools or platformed structures could only encourage the city 
to proceed with its own plan to environmentally damage the aquatic life of the Hudson. 

Finally, Assemblyman Richard Gottfried spoke up and spoke sensibly. He said he thought the 
important thing was not this plan or any detailed plan, but that the Parks Council should be 
pushing for a designation of this waterfront land as public parkland. Tom Fox of Open Spaces 
heartily agreed. Only after that designation has been achieved do we spend public monies freely 
on designing this parkland by working closely with each Community Board involved. Right on: 

We are prepared to seek help at the Federal level if the plan continues to connect streets in 
historic districts to the new highway. We urge you to write your objections to Governor Mario 
Cuomo at Albany, New York 12224, as well as use of any landfill, platforms or floating structure 
along the Hudson River. We have allowed enough destruction to our conununity. Fight back! 

BLAME CONSUMER AFFAIRS -- AND COMPLAIN TO CONSUMER AFFAIRS 

The Department of Consumer Affairs recently granted a license to the Z-Deli at 581 Hudson Street 
to install a game of chance machine on the sidewalk, which is a disgusting and unnecessary piece 
of street furniture and should be removed at once. This is the same department that . allowed the 
deli at No. 1 Abingdon Square to COI1Sl.Ille nassive amounts of the sidewalk so that there is not now 
enough room for pedestrians, deli customers, baby carriages and wheelchairs to fit onto what 
little is left of the sidewalk (not to mention waiting bus riders when two busses park here). 
Consumer Affairs is trashing our neighborhood without any consultation with our Community Board. 
wrr-te to Consumer Affairs at 80 Lafayette Street, NYC 10013. And send a copy to John Locicero, 
City Hall, NYC 10007. Demand that Consumer Affairs stop the trashing now. 

FUND-RAISING AND ALL THAT 
We have not been exactly overwhelmed by funds pouring in to reclaim the Jane Street Garden and 
therefore we are tentatively scheduling a book sale fundraiser by the garden on Sunday, Sept. 20. 
Our regular book sale on 11th Street will be held in October on a date yet unspecified. But in 
addition to recovering the Jane Street Garden (which may be due for a name change), we are about 
to sign with an ironworker to replace the missing finials on the historic fence around Abingdon 
Square Park, undoubtedly one of the oldest cast iron fences extant in Manhattan. It will be a 
major undertaking, but since Abingdon Square is the heart of our community, that which Phelps 
Stokes calls "the last vestige of the original Greenwich Village" is worth preserving. We are 
awaiting approval to go ahead from Landmarks and the Art Commission. Jessie McNab and Eva 
Ettisch both came up with the idea that individuals might like to pay for one finial replacement 
in memory of a loved one. Forty-eight finials, with labor, will run us approximately $136 each. 

HISTORIC PLAQUE COMMITTEE TO MEET 

The Historic Plaque Conunittee is now scheduled to meet on the last Tuesday of this month at a 
time and placed not fully decided at this time. Call Committee Richard Spiegel at 929-3169 if ~ 
you wish to work with this committee. 
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RALLY FOR CLEANER SIDEWALKS 

We are convinced that the City istiragging its 
feet on the recycling effort. Expansion of 
the current minimal effort seems to be almost 
nil. 

On Saturday, April 23, Save Our Sidewalks, a group dedicated to reducing illegal vendors and 
other uglies will rally on the southeast side of Eighth Street just east of Broadway, start
ing at Noon. We have urged our members to join in this effort, feeling that the City has done 
little to maintain proper sidewalk usage for pedestrians. For example, thousands of newspaper 
vending machines cluttering our City sidewalks have nothing to do with freedom of the press. 
They have a lot to do with making our neighborhoods ugly and are dangerous impediments to the 
halt and blind. Our streetscape is a vital part of our valuable open space, and we should 
stop destroying it with knicknacks and doodads which generally testify to mindless poor taste 
and frequently to human greed. Nothing in the Constitution guarantees any private enterprise 
the right to make public space a part of that enterprise. 

THANKS FOR DEFENDING YOUR HOME TURF 

We are extremely grateful to the hundreds of people who turned out for City DOT's presentation 
on plans to tear up and reconstruct Greenwich Street from building line to building line on 
April s. Giving Greenwich Street a harder top surface may well be the City's solution for 
accommodating Holland Tunnel traffic. That would seem to be the solutiuon for filling an 
urgent need -- because the City sold Beach Street to Shearson-American Express and so they 
need another street to service traffic from the tunnel. The City now says the plan for 
Greenwich Street is to widen the sidewalks and narrow the street bed but with a harder surface 
to accommodate trucks. It is enough to give you visions of a Parisian boulevard, except that 
the West Village is not Paris and there is no way Greenwich Street can be turned into a suc
cessful boulevard. SomE? of our CB #1 Manhattan streets have already been butchered in this 
manner, and it does not work. There no doubt are streets in Manhattan which call for repaving, 
but Greenwich Street is not one of them. Let scarce money be spent where it is most needed, 
not used to destroy a charming and narrow residential street which by chance is historically 
the oldest street within the Greenwich Village Historic District. If you have not done so, 
we urge that you write your objections re the redoing of Greenwich Street to the NYC Dept. of 
Transportation Carmi.ssiae:., Ross Sandler, 40 Worth Street, NYC 10013. 

'WE MAY IDSE OUR HEADQUARTERS SPACE 

We have heard rumors that the building in which our headquarters had been located for many 
years has been sold, and so we may well be forced to seek other arrangements within a very 
short time. We may havE~ to find other major means of raising funds other than selling books, 
because one needs space to store them. This is not a complaint. We must always be grateful 
to the most generous of landladies, Mrs. Gertrude Sewall, for being constantly kind, con
siderate and generous. We will try to have additional information by our Tuesday meeting. 

WEST VILLAGE NURSERY SCHOOL BENEFIT 

The West Village Nursery School, 73 Horatio Street, will hold its annual benefit sale on 
Saturday, April 23 - 11 a.m. - 4 p.m., with promises of games, toys, books, clothes, lunches 
and baked goods, face painting, etc. All proceeds will go to support the school. 

WEST VILLAGE COMNITTEE FUNDRAISERS FOR THE FUTURE 

We would hope to have a fundraiser to support our general programs toward the end or May or 
early June and we have a real need to do a fundraiser by and for the Jane Street Garden. We 
hope to be able soon to open the garden to the public perhaps on Saturday or Sunday afternoons, 
but only with a responsible person present. We have no plans to distribute keys to the 
entire neighborhood. 

I enclose a check for [] postage; [] Abingdon Park cast iron fence repair; [] Jane Street 

Garden; [] Jefferson Market Library Rock Garden area. 

Name Address 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Contributions to the West Village Committee Inc. are totally tax deductible. 

March 1988



THE WEST VILLAGJC COMMITTEE 

304 WEST llTH BTREET NEW YORK, N.Y. 1001• 

THE NEW YORK OBSERVER 
54 East 64th Street 

New York, New York 10021 

(212) 755-2400 

They Want It Their Way 
While the Mayor's commission, headed by a fonner developer, quietly studies 

revamping the City Charter, the powerful Real Estate Board has been working 
up its own ideas. They are most significant, because they indicate how the in
fluential, cash-laden developers would reshape our government, if they could. 

The Real Estate Board is most eager to keep land use decisions in the Board 
of Estimate, which,, led by the Mayor, has been most friendly to large-scale build.., 
ing. The developer.; \Wllld also like to abolish the Landmarks Preservation Com
mission. In addition, they want to speed the approval of zoning wriances, and 
give community boards and City Council members no more voice in the proc
ess than they have ;now; in other words, they want the new charter to codify the 
system that has led. to the abuses that have prevailed for more than a quarter of 
a century now. 

We need only to look up at the new skyscrapers and slivers, built above the 
old zoning limits either by variance or ••as of right." We need only look down 
at the homeless, or think of the thousands of small manufacturers and 
tradespeople already squeezed out by development. We need only look at the 
classified ads, and compare housing costs with wages offered. We need only 
remember the landmarks already destroyed. 

The Real Estate Board's program would speed this development. It is an ex
cellent guide for the rest of us on which way not to go. 

If the developer.; want to preserve the Board of Estimate's land use and zon
ing power, concerned residents of New York should consider doing something 
else. And we should certainly strengthen, not abolish, the Landmarks Preser
vation Commission and remove the Mayor's power to stack in it favor of develop
ment. We should bring community boards into the planning process early, and 
issue variances slowly and reluctantly. 

But we would like, for our part, to thank the Real Estate Board for its guid
ance and propose a favor in return. We would forbid city officials to solicit or 
accept campaign contributions from anyone who regularly seeks building per
mits, variances and tax abatements. This should reduce building costs and safe
guard builders from the importunities of politicians. 

MARCH 21, 1988 

Porcupine Planning 

To the Editor: 
1be 52-story building planned for Duane 

Street between Church and Broadway is 
the latest assault upon a low-rise residen
tial community. It is a building totally out 
of character with the surrounding TriBeCa 
neighborhood, set in a very narrow street 
with a plaza area that will only serve the 
purposes of the developer to distort the 
neighborhood. But the basic fault here in 
such instances is not with tasteless de
velopers, but witfi the Department of City 
Planning, which no longer plans, but 
which for years has held out for up-scaled 
zoning; and where the wning will not per
mit neighborhood-damaging skyscrapers 
they allow developers to play games in
wlving setbacks, creation of useless plazas, 
buying air rights from other structures, 
ctc.-and whoever figures out the most 
points wins, and the community loses. 

City Planning no longer concerns itself 
with air currents and sunlight, else they 
would not consider permitting the struc
ture planned for Duane Street-else they 
'NOuld not have permitted so much of the 
open space of New York Bay, the East and 
Hudson Rivers to be blotted out from the 
upland by a wall of high-rise structures, 
some of which deserve prizes for ugliness. 

As-of-right buildings nearly always get 
built. Duane Street will probably get its 52-
story sliver, just as we in Greenwich Vil
lage got Memphis Downtown. City Plan
ning no longer plans because it has lost its 
way under the yoke of a city granting 
decades-Jong tax abatements to the already 
enormously wealthy and by creating zon
ing and game rules that permit any de
veloper to build almost anything anywhere 
he wants to build. 

There was a time when our city was con
structed with reason with an overall sculp
tural shape as in a work of art, not like the 
sickly porcupine in the sunless, windless 
walled box we are becoming. 

Should the Duane Street monstrosity be
come a reality fur TriBeCa, we would hope 
that it would serve as a catalyst for sepa
rate groups in the Upper West Side, from 
the Village, from TriBeCa, and from the 

. Upper East Side and. Stuyvesant Town as 
well as downtown Brooklyn to get together 
as a coalition to demand that City Planning 
once more begin to down-zone, to begin 
once more to plan, and to stop once and for 
all the gimmickry and tricks of the trade 
now allowed and encouraged to destroy our 
communities. Let Duane Street be a cata
lyst for this. We must raise such a cry of 
outrage that it will be heard in the deepest 
~esses of City Hall, in the least corner of 
City Planning. 

The West Village Committee 
William P. Bowser, President 

Manhattan 
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Saturday, May 28, 11 A.M. until Dusk 

on West 11th Street between Hudson and Greenwich 
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