
CLICK HERE for text of speeches from the event.

 

 

Over 150 people turned out to listen to Jane Jacobs: A Public Celebration in Washington Sqaure Park on June 28, 2006.

 

http://www.centerforthelivingcity.blogspot.com/


Landmarks Preservation Commission Chair Robert Tierney reads a proclamation from Mayor Bloomberg honoring Jane Jacobs. Behind him (l.
to r.) Manhattan Borough President Scott Stringer, Center for the Living City Co-founder and LPC Commissioner Roberta Gratz, and GVSHP

Executive Director Andrew Berman.

Borough President Scott Stringer addresses the crowd.

https://www.gvshp.org/jacobsproc.htm


 

GVSHP Executive Director Andrew Berman addresses the crowd.  CLICK HERE for the text of his speech.

https://www.gvshp.org/Jacobsspeech.htm


Roberta Brandes Gratz addresses the crowd.  Gratz worked closely with Jane Jacobs and organized the public celebration.



 

Jane Jacobs’ son Ned addresses the crowd.  To the far right on stage is City Council Member Rosie Mendez.



Paul Goldberger, former New York Times and New Yorker architecture critic and Parson School of Design Dean.

Ron Shiffman, former City Planning Commissioner and Director of the Pratt Center for Community Planning and Development.



Sandy Ikeda, Professor of Economics at Purchase College.  Prof. Ikeda teaches a class on Jane Jacobs as an economist.

State Senator Tom Duane.



Erik Wensberg, longtime ally of Jane Jacobs and founding member of the Committee to Save the West Village.

Hillary Brown, pioneering environmentalist who helped set green building standards.



Elizabeth Yeampierre, attorney, community activist, and environmental justice and civil rights advocate.

Mary Shamis Erouart, 15-year-old granddaughter of Mary Nichols, closes the event with a reading from Jane Jacobs’ writings. 
Mary Nichols was a Villager who wrote for the Village Voice about Jane’s efforts.

Other speakers included Assemblymember Deborah Glick (CLICK HERE for text of resolution passed by New York State Assembly honoring Jane
Jacobs, introduced by Assemblymember Deborah Glick), Councilmember Rosie Mendez, and Eliza Nichols (daughter of Mary Nichols).

https://www.gvshp.org/jacobscounproc.htm
https://www.gvshp.org/jacobscounproc.htm








































 
Jane Jacobs: A Public Celebration in Washington Square Park

June 28, 2006
Mayoral Proclamation

 
Whereas: Jane Jacobs chose to live in Greenwich Village, attracted to its vibrant streetlife, diverse population and mixed-use buildings. It was here that she

observed the fundamental qualities of the street, the neighborhood and the larger city that she wrote about so profoundly.

Whereas: In 1934, Jacobs moved from Scranton, Pennsylvania to Brooklyn Heights to live with her sister and find a job.  Every morning, she hopped on the
subway to explore the city and arbitrarily chose a stop to get off at and look for work.  She fell in love with the Village as soon as she emerged from the

Christopher Street station, and it was there that she found a job, an apartment, and a new way life. 

Whereas: Jane Jacobs wasn’t the first or last person to draw inspiration from Greenwich Village, but no other writer had a more tangible impact on the
neighborhood.  The publication of The Death and Life of Great American Cities in 1961 ultimately resulted in a dramatic and necessary realignment of priorities

among both city planners as well as everyday citizens.  Her vision of dynamic, dense, and diverse urban spaces forever altered the world’s perspective of cities. 
But Jacobs was not only one of our brightest intellectuals, she was also a committed activist who inspired Americans to get involved in their communities.  It is
thanks to her leadership in the resistance to destructive development that SoHo became a model of urban rebirth, the West Village survives intact and we can

gather today in beautiful Washington Square Park, which Jane Jacobs helped save.

Whereas:  From Banana Kelly and the coalition of community groups along the Bronx River to Greg O'Connell's regenerated piers in Red Hook, the ideas of
Jane Jacobs have been wholly incorporated into our vibrant residential and commercial neighborhoods.  I am proud to join the New York City Department of

Parks and Recreation, the Greenwich Village Society for Historic Preservation, and the Center for the Living City at Purchase College in celebrating the legacy of
a remarkable New Yorker, whose fundamental principles remain the bedrock of authentic urbanism.

                       
Now therefore, I, Michael R. Bloomberg, Mayor of the City of New York, in celebration of her contribution to New York City and all cities, do hereby proclaim

Wednesday, June 28, 2006 in the City of New York as

“Jane Jacobs Day”

 



 
Jane Jacobs: A Public Celebration in Washington Square Park

June 28, 2006
GVSHP Executive Director Andrew Berman’s speech

It’s an incredible honor to stand here today to celebrate the work of someone who so profoundly affected my own view of the world, as she did so
many others.

As Executive Director of the Greenwich Village Society for Historic Preservation, it’s hard to know where to begin to pay tribute to someone we
owe so much.

Were it not for Jane, there would likely be no Greenwich Village Historic District, that first-of-its-kind large-scale landmark district in NYC, that has
kept Greenwich Village from becoming the Upper East Side, or so many other places that it could have become.

Were it not for Jane, Robert Moses’ Lower Manhattan expressway would have cut through much of SoHo and the South Village, replacing vibrant
neighborhoods with a superhighway.

Were it not for Jane, most of Greenwich Village west of Hudson Street would have also been demolished, as part of a “slum clearance plan” by
the City.

Were it not for Jane, there would be no West Village Houses, which for more than 30 years have provided affordable housing to hundreds of
families. But unlike other housing developments at the time, these subscribed to the radical notion that they should actually relate to the scale and
character of the surrounding neighborhood, that they should be unfancy and unpretentious, and that this was a good thing. 

And of course, were it not for Jane, cars would still be running through Washington Square Park, right where we are now standing.

But perhaps even more important than these tangible aspects of Jane’s legacy are the intangible ones.  Jane helped the world recognize that
older, human-scaled, pedestrian-oriented cities are not only good, but preferable to new, pre-fabricated, car-oriented ones.

By describing the sidewalk ballet of her block, she showed us that random interactions with a diverse group of people on your street is a good
thing, not a sign of blight to be corrected.

And Jane taught us that the future of our neighborhoods should not be left solely to city planners, real estate developers, and government
officials.  Instead, we, the residents and business owners, should ALL have a say in determining our community’ future.

In some ways for me this last part of Jane’s legacy is perhaps the most important.  Because Jane not only accomplished so much in her 89 years,
but she inspired others to do the same, and gave them the tools and the roadmap to do it.

She taught us to never give up. One of Jane’s great unfulfilled goals was seeing the Greenwich Village waterfront preserved, which was left out of
the Greenwich Village Historic District in 1969.  We lost a lot of this area in the 43 years since Jane first wrote to the Landmarks Preservation
Commission Chair urging him to include it in the Greenwich Village Historic District then under consideration. 

But I am proud to say that inspired by Jane, we didn’t give up.  In the last 3 years community activism has helped get two new historic districts
designated along the Greenwich Village waterfront, and just this May we finally got the City to extend the Greenwich Village Historic District
several blocks to the west towards the waterfront.  This will hopefully ensure that Greenwich Village will stay Greenwich Village, and not become
Miami, as it had been looking like it would inevitably become.

But we are not stopping there.  We are also fighting to save the South Village, the old Italian-immigrant section of Greenwich Village around
Bleecker and Carmine,  MacDougal and Sullivan Streets, which was left out of the Greenwich Village Historic District in 1969 because its
working-class history and architecture were not considered worthy of preserving. 

Like ours, communities throughout the City are working hard to ensure that the diversity, human scale and vibrant qualities that make them
desirable and interesting places to live are preserved, and not lost due to shortsightedness, bad planning, or no planning at all.

I think that Jane would expect nothing less of any of us.  And with her inspiration and the guidance she provided, I think we actually have a
chance to succeed.

Thank you.



Jane Jacobs: A Public Celebration in Washington Sqaure Park
June 28, 2006

Resolution by State Assemblymember Deborah Glick

Assembly Resolution No. 2026
 
BY: M. of A. Glick    

CELEBRATING  the  life and accomplishments of Jane Jacobs, activist, author and visionary who dedicated herself to the study of urban life

WHEREAS, It is the custom of this Assembled Body to pay tribute  to citizens  of  the  State  of  New York whose lifework and civic endeavor served to enhance the
quality of life in their communities and the great State of New York; and

WHEREAS, This Assembled Body is moved this day to record the passing of Jane Jacobs, activist, author and visionary who dedicated herself  to the  study   of   urban  
life;  she  warned  against  the  dangers  of overdevelopment; and

WHEREAS, Jane Jacobs was a tireless advocate for  traditional  urban neighborhoods throughout North America; and

WHEREAS,  Jane  Jacobs  was  instrumental  in  the fight to stop the construction of the Lower Manhattan Expressway  which  would  have  torn down  some  of  New
York City's most historic buildings and dismantled a unique neighborhood; and

WHEREAS,  Jane  Jacobs'  leadership  in  fighting  to  preserve  her neighborhood has allowed the people of New York to continue to build and enjoy many vital urban
communities; and

WHEREAS,  Jane  Jacobs'  classic  book, "The Death and Life of Great American Cities," fundamentally changed the understanding of how vibrant urban communities
came into being and  how  cities  work,  as  well as brought a new perspective to the study of cities; and

WHEREAS, Jane Jacobs' work has inspired countless leaders, activists and planners throughout the State of New York and beyond; and

WHEREAS,  She  distinguished  herself  in  her profession and by her sincere dedication and substantial contribution to the  welfare  of  her community;  Jane's
commitment to excellence, and her spirit of humanity, carried over into all fields of  enterprise,  including  charitable  and civic endeavors; and

WHEREAS,  Over her meritorious life, one of service on behalf of her community, Jane Jacobs distinguished herself as a woman  of  values  and commitment;  she  will 
be  deeply  missed and truly merits the grateful tribute of this Assembled Body; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its  deliberations  to celebrate  the life and accomplishments of Jane Jacobs, activist, author and visionary  who 
dedicated  herself  to  the study  of  urban  life, recognizing  the  significance of her exemplary record of public service and dedicating ourselves anew to the causes of
people she served; and be it further

RESOLVED, That a copy of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be transmitted to the family of Jane Jacobs.


