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Clctober 28, 2005

Andrew Berman

Exscutive Director

Greenwich Village Socicry for Fastoric Preservation
232 East 11 Street

Mew York. NY 10003

RE: State and Mationa] Registers Eligitilicy Determination
Tunnel
520-518 Broome Streetf51-55 Thompson Street
Mew York County, NY

owe s e 12

Thank you for your request for a determenation of State/National Registers elipibility for the
Tumme] Carage st S20-528 Brooms Swreet'S 155 Thompeon Straet in Manhiftoe. Dased oo the
information provided the building eppears 1o meel the criteria for listing. Enclossd is the
Rescurce Evaluation for the buwilding: 1 btve also seot s bener and & copy of the eligibilioy
determination to the cwoet of reeord for the bualdng, Brocsne - Thompson LLC

As you know, in order for a building to be listed in the National Register the property
ownir(s) must be in favor of the proposed listing. 'We would need & letter of support
from the propery ownen(s) before the pomination process can proceed,

Flease call me at (518) 237-5643 ext. 3266 if you have any questions or emei] me af
keathy howe @oprhp. siate.ny.us.

mﬂf—‘few&

Karhleen A. Howe
Historic Prestrvation Specialist

An Equal Opgornity&firralie Amion AQency
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* How York State Offce of Parks, Recreation and Historic Presanvation
Histore Presarsiiion Fiald Sanvicas Bureay

{

-umm Pecbles tsland, PO Box 189, Walerdond, New York 12188-0180 B18-237-8643
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RESOURCE EVALUATION
DATE: 10728705 STAFF: Kathy Howe
PROPERTY: Tunmnel Garage MCD: Manhattan
ADDRESS: 520-528 Broome Stroot COUNTY; New York Co.
(aka 51-55 Thompson Strest) USH: 06101.015698
[ e i
L [ ruoperty bs individunBly bsted on SRINA:
nme of listing:

] Propeny s a contributing componsn of 8 SANA derict:
name of district:

I [ Propery meats eligibility crieda.
[ Proparty coniribuies bo a distict which appsars bo miodt eligibility orhacia.
Fre SAE: ] PosiSRBE:[] - SABdale
Criteria for Ineluslon in the Natlonal Ragister:

A [ Associated with svents thal have mads a significant contribution 1o thi broad patiems
of pur histony,

B [ Associubted with the iives of parsons significant = our past;

€. [ Embodiea the distinctive characteristion of a fyps, perlod or meathod of constructicn; of
represents tho work of a masier, of possess high artistic values; or regresents a
significant and distnguishabia entiy whose components may |ack indeidual diytingSion;

0. [] Have yielded, or may be likely to yisld information mpartant in prehestony of history.

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE:

The Tunnel Gamge was bul: in 1922 1o tha deaign of archect Heclor Hamikon.  The twiestory industrin! bulding
Mwmmchmmmmmwmmmmm
mmmﬁmmwmmuymwnmhnmmmgmmw
spancrals below the indusal windows. The fagades ae futher enilvened by the colorful terra-cola
omamentiettering and (he reunded front comer,

Whila earty-twentisih-century parking garages ane not an unusual buikding fype b Manhattan, the Tunnel Garage b
one of the city's mone notable examples rataining a high degrie of integrity of iocation, design, setting, materinls,
workmanship, feeling, and assoclation. The Bulding also appears to meet Criterion A in the ared of transpartation
histary. Located near the snvance of the Holand Tunnel, the Tunnel Garage & a suniving symbol of the
automobile age and remalns a visual landmark of the sutrounding South Village and Soho neighborhoods.

1f yoiu Rave any quistions conceming this Determination of Elgiblity, please call Kathy Howe ai (518) 237-6643,
i Ao Equal Cppomuniny A fmalive Attion Agency '
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October 24, 2006

Robert Tiernay
Chairman

MYC: Landmaris Preservation CoOmmiss:on ART DECO SOCIETY

One Cantra Streel, 9™ Floor Narth

Mew York, NY 10007 OF BEW YCRK

Re: Tunnel Garage, 520-528 Broome Street and
5155 Thompsoen Street , Manhattan

Dear Chairman Themiay:

The Arl Deco Society of Naw York (ADSNY) is very concernad abolud the fate of this
wxtremnely rare and vulnarabie MNew York City resource which possesses architectural
mnd historic signficance,

The 1822 Tunnel Garage remains one of the earfiest and best presarved examples of it
distingt building typs in New York Its comer siting, proximity (0 the contemponary
Holland Tunnel, and fully-devalopsd facade compesition establish it as o major sloment
of ifs Lower Manhattan neighborhood,  Especially notable are the comphetely intact terra
mm,uﬁmmwmwum.mmmmmmm
panel celebrating the iconic Ford Model T. As such, the Tunnal Garage survives us a
significant early 20th century automobile-retaled resource that is worthy of presanvation.

ADSMNY joins our NYC preservation colleagues in respectfully requesting your immedate
action §o protect this unigua property from demoktion o inappropriate atterstion.

Thank you for your conskderation of our concems,

mptiner

Glen Leiner
Executive Drecior

CC: State Sanwtor Tom Duana

City Council Mambar Christine Cuinn
City Council Membar Alan Garaon
Aszsambly Membar Daborah Glick
Community Board #2, Manhatian
Histeric Districts Councl

Friaruds of Temra Cotta
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FRIENDS OF TERRA COTTA

Ocrober 24, 2005

Robert Tierney, Chairman
Landmarks Preservation Commission
One Centre Street, 9° 11, N

MNew York, NY 10007

Dear Chairman Tierney,

The Friends of Terra Cotta urge you to consider the long-threatened Tunnel Garage
at 520-28 Broome Street/51-35 Thompson Street for a designation hearing. This
1922 garage, the "TUNNEL GARAGE," was designed by Hector Hamilton and is
a rare surviving example of an intact garage from this period,

Terra cotta was frequently used for parking garages, but typically the structures were
clad in white “Gothic™ style terra cotta. They often included appropriate iconography,
typically an image of an automobile tire with wings!

The design of the Tunnel Garage has more of an arts and crafts/deco style. Incorporated
into the rounded comer of the building is a plaque with a Model-T Ford. Unfortunately
this is covered by advertising, but several years ago Christopher Gray featured the
garage in his New York Times column. He included a historic image showing this unigue
aspect of the building. Other unuswal features of this structure include the handsome
brickwork, the bold green terra-cotta signage, and the date plague as well as additional
polyvchrome omamental details,

The importance of structures of this nature cannot be underestimated, We need them to
help tell the siory of New York’s history and growth. To demolish this building, which
is 50 close (o the Holland Tunnel, our first vehicular link to New lersey, would be most
unfortunate.

Flease take the time 1o consider this matter carefully — but realize the importance of
acting sooner, rather than later. Development pressures are strong and preservation
is suffering many losses. Thank you for your time.

Sincerely,
e F:;.ﬁé
usan Tuhick
President

Friends of Terra Cotta/New Yook Seme
ofor Tunick, 771 Wit End Avenue BE
Mew York, Mew York 10025
N2/9A2.1750
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December 16, 2005

Raobent Tiemney
Chair

MNew York City Landmarks Preservation Commission - -
Omne Centre Street
Minth Floor

New York, NY 10007

Dear Chair Tieney:
I am writing regarding the Tunnel Garage at 520 Broome Street, | strongly recommend

that the Landmarks Preservation Commission consider landmarking this site,

The Tunnel Garage is not an ordinary garage. The parage is pant of Mew York's
autemobile history, The garage was built in 1922, a time when sutomobile travel was a
luxury. It became one of the first parking garoges in Munhattan,

Furthermare, the structure of the garge represents one of the more interesting designs in
the neighborhood. The garage hos an exterior brick wall with At Deco omamentation.
Cme of its unigue characteristics is a terra-cotta medallion of a Model T Foed, which is
located at the comer of the building.

I urge you to preserve a piece of history by landmarking the Tunnel Garage. Thank you
for mking time to look into this mater,

Sincerely,

CEA

Christine C, Quinn
Councilmember

Ce:  Gireg Levine, Friends of the Tunnel Garage
Andrew Berman, Greenwich Village Society For Historic Preservation
Community Bourd 2
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New York City Landmarks Preservation Commission
Omne Centre Streei

Minth Floor

New York, NY 10007

Dear Chair Tierney:

I am writing to you in suppornt of lndmarking the Tuane] Gurage at 520 Broome Street.
AIWhhmhmmm-mwmhhiﬁthHmmnfu
attractive and historic neighborhood,

The Tunnel Garage is one of the more interesting mnd playfully desigred buildings in the
neighbachood. Itz exterior contains ebements of art-deco, arts and crafts and classical styles,

Like the Chrysler building, the Tunnel Garage has o iam-cotia tribuse o the amomobile age — &
replica of 2 Model-T Ford on the building"s rounded eomer.

Fummuum,lh:buﬂdingmdndgm&hyhn&lmtﬂmHmﬂ.Hmﬂm Hamilton, who
was from Emi_ﬂmm,ﬂl.bﬂl out several Russians in @ competition to design the Palace of the

T urge vou to move forward with the ing of the Tunnel i e
: Iandmnriing o Garage an irmeplaceah]

Thank you for your stiention to this matter,
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Movemnber 29, 2005

Hon. Robere Tierney, Chair
Landmarks Preserranion Commission
Municipel Buibding

One Cenrre Sorees, 9 floor, North
Mew Yok, NY 10007

Drear Commissioner Tierneyt

The Histaric Districts Counil i writing to request that the Landmarks Preservation Commission
immediasely consider the Tunnel Garage at 520 Broome Street for individual Landmark
designasion. As you are aware, this unique and eardy exsmple of 2n automobile garape is under
imminent threat of demolinon.

Buile in 1922 in anticiparion of the soon 1o be completed Holland Tunnel, this carefully detailed
brack and terra eotea garage is an fconic symbol of the area’s history. 1t was recently deemed
eligible for listing on the State and Marional Fegisters of Histone Places.

Local residents, incleding Community Board 2 and preservacion growps such as the Art Dieco
Soaety, the Greenwich Village Society for Historic Preservation, Friends of Terra Cotta are all in
agreement about this buildings signaficance and value to the commanity, We join them in
supporting the designatson of this buillding.

Thank you for the Commission's recent excellens and sesponsive work in the West Villige, We
hope hear you will again hear de pless of the ity and save this wonderful multi-layered picce of
Mew York Clt_"'j'lmﬂf:r.




MODERN
ARCHITECTURE
WORKING GROUP ;

Andrew Dolkart Franmy Eberhan Michasl Gotkin Jeflery Fioassler Roger Lsng Sandra Levnns
Christopher London Mina Rappapon Vicki Weiner Caroling Zabeski

Jahn Junsyg, John Kiskimeer
Preservation and Advocacy of New York City's Modern Architectural Heritage
175 West 13% Stroet Naw York, New York 10011 HYCHistorian@att.net
Nevember 1, 2005

Hon. Robart Thermey

Chair, New York City Landmarks Preservation Commission
One Centre Street, 3" floar

Wew York, NY 10007

Re: Tunnel Garage, 520-528 Broome Street/51-55 Thompson Street
Dear Chair Tismey:

I'm writing on behalf of the Modam Architecture Working Group regarding the threat of
demalition 1o the above-referenced property, which falls within tha South Village Histonic
Digtrict study area being examined by the Greenwich Village Society for Historic
Prasarvation.

Constructed in 1822 to the designs of Hactor Hamilton, the Tunnel Garage has long
been a local landmark in SoHo. The design of this structure marks the transition
stylistically from the late Aris and Crafts style to the Machine Age Art Deco. Located at a
well trafficked, prominent lscation, the demalition or alteration of this unique industrial
structure would be a appalling loss. One of the oldest extant purpose-ballt automokbile
garages in New York, the building marks both the coming of the automobile age and the
nearby censtruction of the Haolland Tunnel, which was the first vehicular connection fo
cross the Hudson, Although garages of this type became commaon throughout
Manhaitan as the City enlered the automobile age, the Tunnel Garage is particularly
distimguished for its age, its elegant poly-chrame tema-colta signage, s dramatic and
unusual rounded cormer recalling the axctement of the spesd of the automobale, its
animated brickwork, the intactness of neary all histonc datails including ernamentation
and early steal sash industrial windows, and its prominent position on the approach to
the Holland Tunnel. It is an integral element of this histeric neighborhood, which has
long been characterized by 19 and 207 century industrial architecture at its edges.

The Modern Architecture Working Growp raquests that the LPC consider measures 1o
protect this building from damolition or inappropriate allaration,

Thank you for your consideration of this matter,
John Kriskiswicz



