SPRING ST. CHURCH
MARKS FOUNDING

The Final Service of I1ts 145th
Anniversary Is Held at
Presbyterian Edifice

The third and final service in
the observance of the 145th anni-
versary of the Spring Street
Presbyterian Church was held
!:.resterday in the church edifice
at Spring and Varick Streets, It
is believed to be the oldest Pres-|
byterian Church in the city still
on its original site,

Efforts to found the church
began in 1807 when several
members of the First Church on
Wall Street bought four lots in
a new neighborhood that was
then open country. The first reg-

ular services were held in a gro-
cery store.

When the old First Church

building was demolished in 1810,
they obtained some of the tim-
bers, pews and the pulpit for the
new church at 246 Spring Street.
The building was opened on May
6, 1811,
- An antiabolition mob almost
destroyed the church in 1834.
With cries of “let's wipe out the
Presbyterian barn,” they de-
scended on the building, tearing
off the doors and flinging pews
into the street, On June 19, 1836,
the present church structure was
opened,

During the Civil War, the
membership dwindled, and -the
Presbytery urged merger with
other congregations. But an
elderly Negro woman, Nancy
Henry, who lived in a basement
on near-by Vandam Street held
prayer meetings in her home.
These were soon overcrowded.
By 1901 the activities of the
church had been expanded con-
siderably, Settlement work was
carried on and Sunday School
classes for Chinese and Italians
were organized.

The decline in the neighbor-
hood population.in recent years
has curtailed many of these ac-
tivities, Only 12 per cent of the
congregation now live in the
parish, Old members, however,
continue to attend services,

“The Spring Street Church has
endured because it has been im-
bued with spiritual power,” Dr.
Howard W. Hintz asserted in
his sermon there yesterday,

“The power of the Holy Spirit
is in the members of this church,”
he said, “and as long as the peo-
ple exert their spiritual power
to preserve it, the church cannot
die.”

Dr. Hintz, now a professor and
chairman of the Department of
Philosophy at Brooklyn College,
is a former minister of the
church, The post is now filled
by the Rev, William Calvin
Colby,
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THE COLORED AMERICAN
New York, New York

FIRST OF AUGUST.

This day is the memorable and ever to be remembered first of August. The second
anniversary of that glorious cvent which raised up from chattels personal 800,000, of our
dear brethren in the West Indies, to the condition of men.

It is worthy to be noticed, that this is the day when, by the original act of Parliament, they
were all unconditionally to be free. But truth and justice, in the hands of the local
legislature, stole the march upon the original act, and two years since their term of
apprenticeship was made to expire, during which time these brethren have been rejoicing in
their new condition, and enduring something of wrong and intrigue from managers of
estates. The system of improvement goes gloriously on. Schools are multiplying - Churches
are increasing, and the religion of the cross regarded as first in importance. We have not
attempted, and have not room to describe the glorious results that follow, as we learn them
from Rev. Mr. Knibb's speech, delivered in Exeter hall, and from other sources.

We hope while this sheet is floating upon the breeze, to visit its patrons, that we shall be
collected in assemblies, to rejoice over this event, and pray that we may soon have occasion
to rejoice over a similar state of things in our own country. We give above a cut,
emblcmatic of the glorious scene. Truth standing with the word of God, and shedding light
down upon the people, and slavery receding, and all rejoicing except the old overseer who
with whip, in hand is sad.

The celebration of this day in this city, will take place at the Rev. Dr. Patton's, Church in
Spring street, near Varick, at 4 o'clock. Several addresses will be delivered and information

made known.
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renders its insolvoney as sure ae fato, Kot ©
loso one-half tho Slave States and tho Do -
ocratlc Party is shorn of Its power, and pasu 3
into oblivion. It mwst dose all those States if' ¢
fails to comply with the future domands of ¢
Slave Olyarehy, Of what thoso will be we het o
alrendy significant indlcntions, Slavery in tha
Territorice, acquisition of Cuba and Centr il
America by thefi If needs bo, n genoral into -
furence in the quarrels of all the world abroa |,
and®the redstablishmient of tho African elny ~
trade, nre among those that will be soome b
pressed, Yt the Dumocratic Porty rofuse o
bend the knee to Baal in all these, and it 1os
nt onee it enly present element of power, Lt
it ussent to these humilinting terma of contin d
copnrtnership, and who donbts that the Nox h
will flee from it as from n pestllones ?

J—

The Past, Prosent, sud Frturo, i

Twenty yoars ngo tho Laight-streot resby- | g ,f__
torinn Charch odifice, nnd that ovenplod in S f ’ o ‘ tﬂ'e‘t
Spring-street, near Varick, by another congre- | L ]o RS !
gation of the same donomivation, woro nt | L : T r é/\ﬂ e
tacked and serionsly damaged by mobs, PPQ < la® fi1A
becango Rev. Samurr i1 Cox, who propohed | /{
in the former, and Rev. Hesny G, Lubrow, .
who presided over the letier, had dered to de-
nouncy the instirntion of Slavery. and to offer i
a plen in behalf of ¥reedow, ‘Uhe private
regidences of these clovpynen, i well ag (hat
of My, Antuun Tarraw, s highly vaspeetublo
member of our comtaunity, were also assailed,
their doors and windows broken in witl paving-
stones, nnd their funilies driven in toreor from
their homes, in the viht-time, betore the fury
of tho rabble, Dven the persons of the gentle-
ment named wore snved from sevions, {F nol
futal Liavm, only beenuse the mob failed lo dis-
cover their places of retreat. Very mauny of onr
ronders well yemember these exeiting scenes,

T'he gentlomen who were the ohjeets of thiy
outburst of that enmuo * populir sovercignty”
which Prerer, Douctay & Co, have moro re-
contly innupurnted in Kansng, we still living,
So far py the clorgynen nnned are concerned,
wo beliove they Liold ro-day essentially the rmno
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152-Year-Old Spring St. Church
_ Is Being Closed by Presbytery
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The New York "ires

Spring Street Presbyterian Church, which will be closed

By PAUL L. MONTGOMERY

The historic Spring Street been expressed hy most of the
Preshyterian Church, overtaken congregation and by some other

by old age and a changing neigh- \.inisters in the city. But they
horhood_ will be closed at the y: >
sSeom I'ES],’E, n E[l O,

end of the month. ‘

Representatives of the Pres-| Mr. Bittner, who has a gro.
bytery of the City of New York cery store on West Fourtk
met  Wednesday night with Street, has almost singlehanded-

Charles I. Bittner, the only ac-jy gopt the church open since

tive member of the 152-vear-old,,’ r
' ; N ! ", W
church's session, to arrange the.“‘e death of Dr. Croshy, who

formal transfer of the property.(Was not able to devote much

The Presbytery, the rulingtime to his work because of age

h(}d} for Pt‘ﬂﬁb}"tﬂ‘iﬂn Chlll'[‘hES%Hnd the illness of his ‘ﬂ."ifﬂ.
in the city, had voted last week: Another member, Miss Mar-

to dissolve the congregation of tha McKenzie, a  58-year-old
the church. dressmaker, joined the congre-

Tn the next few davs the 49 §ation a year and a half ago.
members of the Spring Street She left one of the city’s largest
congreeation, many of whom churches and c:lmcﬁtn :'Spnng
are past retirement age, will re- Streel because 5]15}*1{r]t it was
ceive formal notification that "”3““‘ il]fi}:l chureh.” | *
the morning worship service on L can’'t belicve they're going
Dec. 29 will be the last. tn close it down,” she said yes.

The Pl'ﬂﬁh}'tﬁl'}’ has made sev- tC'I'f]ﬂ}'. “The church hH:H a fu-

cral studies of the declining ture. Mo matter what this I'res-
church in the last few years. DVLCIY says.
in September the church's 83-
yvear-old minister, the Rev. Dr.
Willinm Calvin Colby, died.
About the same time the church
appealed to the Preshytery for
a new ‘heating plant.

The Presbytery's Committeo
on Extension and Development
decided that the church's geo-
araphical location and the lack
of a large population in the
neighhorhood did not warrant
the expense of keeping up the
church and tryving to expand
its ministry.

The Preshvtery intends to

conduct a study of Lower Man-
hattan, the object of several re-
‘development plans, to deter-
mine the role of the church
there. There is a slender possi-
bility that if the Spring Street
neighborhoed acquires more res-
Aidential  honsing,  the  church
may be eventually reopened.

However, the church proper-
tv, believed to be worth about
$400.000, may he sold to further
Presbyterian “work in another
area.

The Spring Street Church,
which is near the entrance to
‘the Holland Tunnel, was founded
in 1811. Its present building,
once in open country but now
surrounded by warehouses and
farctories, was huilt in 1836,

In 19141 its enngregation num-

‘hered 667, but its neighborhood
was changing from residential
to commercial. The next vear
membership  dropped to 5315
bv 1922 it was 256. Affer that
{he erosion to the present 49
was gradual. The Sunday School
tras discontinued {wo years ago.

The exterior of the Greek re-
vival editice is cracked and pecl-
ing. The inlerior, built to seat
‘about 530, is threadbhare and
musty,

- Opposition to the closing has
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