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-~J-EST V~:.tL~/1 ~ 2f _ SL- ~':CI -~~( 

Frora: Th!il Co,.1mittee to Save th.: .. -es"t \;:i.. ::. ~ . u:"3 

To: All Villa3e residen£s 

WHi:..T llAL ·.:::H;::D? 

Th~ 'l'itle I ,)roject for Urban ~enewal 11hich thr ..; atens all of our 

homee and businesses in the aFea bounded by 11th an~ C~ristophe ~ streets 

from Hudson Street to the river was stopJ_) ed in its tracks by :c. lert 

individuals who read the fine .'rint in the Boa rd of 2stimo.te Calendar 

with sufficient care to know that the city was already petitioning the 

Federal gover11ment for title I funds. A group of concerned nei<:;hbo1·s 

a~peared at the Board he ~ring and won a delay of the action until 

March 23. 

On the following Saturday, February 26, ~ mass meeting of 

residents met at St. Luke's ~'uditoriurri. and set u;_J The C0i:1mi -C tee to 

Save the ~st 1illage and elected Jane Jacobs and Dr. Don Dodelson 

co-chairmen. 

Mrs. Jacobs, a city ~>la:ming autho1~ity and c,.n _.;;di tor of 

AdCHIT ~C·i'U.iL:.L :it.,ORUM Magazine helped le~~'-~ the successful fights to 

save '.a r::hingt '.j il S c.iuare )a1~k ancl to save our Hudscn Street side ·. ;alks. 

Dr, Dodelson leads an organization whi ch in 1949 saved the Village 

area just north of the one now threatened. 

\JH::\.T ~rz •:a.c:; AGALIBT * 

Very definite evidence has come into our hands, suggesting that 

most of the designated area is sla ted for cleuran~e (denolition by 

bulldozer) and that it is intended to build a middle income cooperative 

in its ·place. Exp_rience has shown in these cases th,;, t as soon as 9.n 

area is designa,ted for a project it b.;gins to run down. Buildings are 

n-Ot mai.ntained, new money stops coming in. Nobody wants to keep up 

or restore property the bulldozers will probably take. Then there is a 
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1c:·;g ,r:;:i_ ti:i g- yn-io( b c: bwen d c mo~_ition ar..Ci cor:s t ruc;tioD ire l~ h0:::;,-, 

proj.:;cts. The :n:·oj e ct r~nts rne y be <' ;~~ -- 1.~ ;~1 c ~ - :1~-0 ~: . ,;;:, hi110 to11 

Squc re Village, 1i th rentu.ls r.:...ngill:_; O't .; r ,·_:;_E"'t:;r d.oJ.l,· rs a room 

st:..u:ted as a :imidd::.e income" j_)roject. .:!::ven when sow buj_ld::'._nc;s are 

saved an~ reh~biliated, their rents are UEually doubled or triJled. 

In every case, the original communit;y is uprooted. Virtually 

all orig-in.;l residents find it im)ossibla to r o tnrn. .ie ha ,re in this 

nei3hborhood today ~eo}le of aJl different incomes. This would not be 

true in ~ Jroj2ct neishborhood with its income-class segregation • 

. :"1-Il.T ; .::; _ ,R~ .?OR -

Ue are 100;-~ for irrt)rove r:ieht cE1d .Te Lnow our nc-ichborhood 

can st<J nd so,.ie. ,Je are L 1presced with the i ·o1provement which we have 

alre~~Y acco plished, absolutBly unaided. : lana for still more 

improveh1ent (hundreds of thous~m J s of dol1c:;.rs wo.-th) are alre.:c dy on 

record with the De p~rt1ent of 3uil ~ings. Ths rising pro Jerty va lues 

in this area prove how successful our inde pendent efforts at self 

i wprovement have been. 

But we ~1ant still mo1·,) improve :·:ent - a.Ed uould welco•11e an 

op .,)ortuni ty to work with of Iicia ls of the city's cor~servatio:.1 pro ::.,r a 1:1 

to mJ ke our neighborhood a s till ha pJier place to liva. 

Je h_:ve hoJed, for instance, that ue iilay be given access 

to the Hudson and that a stretch of park may be located there. 

This an other n8ighborhooc~ inprove1:1ents can be ac c<:J:,1pliBhed by 

building up n what we have instead of ~estroyin~ tha existing 

neighborhood. 

Our best efforts would be aimed at saving and icproving, 

not destroyinc • 

. le want to save the tenants. Ours is one of the be e t 

integrated areas in the city. It has one of the lowest crime rates 

in the city. 'I'here is almost no ove::ccrowding. Ile have landmJ.rks 
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(i~cluding original old farm hou3es beautifully restored, the 

origin al c2rri ~ ge sto~ for coaches coming u fro~ .u ll Street when 

that was NJw York and this wa s Greenwich Vill~ge) which we c annot let 

be destroyed • 

. iH ·~ T ,JILL l-L\.~'..' P.8N N0X:T 

On March 7th, Mr • . falterFried, a Co :m1issioner of the Housing 

and Redevelopment Board, will come to Greenwich House to answer 

questions from residents. 

Be there. Learn all you can. 

But remember, . Mr. Fried bears watching. He consistently re­

fused to say openly that what he cont~mplated was a Title I project 

proceeding, when in fact it was. 

He has talked of i;conserv tion11 without once maLing it 

clear why - if "conserv2 tion" were indeed in the air - it would not 

make be~ c er sense to condemn specific structures, making way for 

specific plans, or bette r still to build first on open areas. 

Remember that what .Mr. Fried wants is the right to do as he 

pleases wit h your house an~ your business. He is demanding the right 

for his J o a rd to decide wheth8r or not your h ome shall remain, whether 

or not you can co"1tinue to do business. 

The important thing t o re !embe;_' is th .. t if Mr. Fried' s Board 

gets official control of our neighborhood, we ~ re couJ letely at their 

mercy, a nd they have not b e en merciful to other ::i eo ple in other neigh­

borhoods whose h omes and businesses have been destroyed. 

On March 23, the proposal will again come before the Board 

of Estimate a t 10:30 AM in their meeting room a'\¥ City Hall. 

BZ TITT.~:,,i;. Wha te ve... other demands you may ha ve on your time, 

BE TH6RE. If you huve baby sitting problems, don't let anoth;H area 

resident iisi t." Bring her, and the baby. If you have job problems, 
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te:.:_1 s· oul., bosc:, just this :LJ~: e, y:;u cai.1 1 t iilt :ke it. This :.fj y·::;1._r 

home at stake. If you h::,ve business p:coblr>ms, close up shop. L·2 t 

the rest of the world wonder wh il t they'll do .dthout you after the 

bulldozers • 

• • • BU'i.1 BE THZRE ! 

O'.l.'H ~~; T:i:~ IJGS YOU Ciuf DO 

.!hatever your talents, there's a WclY to use tnem in this 

fi~ht. ~veryone must br~ag to be~r every smidJgen of influence he has, 

must write letters, must send telegrams. Ch::-. irr.1an Jane Jacobs (555 

Hudson Street, ·,-vA 9-8361) can always give yciu nam~s and a •.~ uresses ••• 

or you c a n look for lists of names i n your favorite b a r or eating place. 

FOLLO .JING .!\.R ~ CUl{ IH.?O ... <JYL\.TIC:·T i:I -~AD "U :' RT ~hS: 

The .Jhite Horse '.L'avern, corner of 11th and Hudson Jtreets 

Loughlin's Bar, corner Greenwich and Christophor Streets 

The Lion 1 a H3ad 1ravern, corner Charles and Hudson streets 

Benny's Grill, 11th Street near rlas :1ington 

FOI,LU JL~J '-'·; C .. :IIHT'l' ~ . ,,;S S~T Ur' '.l.'0 U.;G .. \L.J'lt::;~ 'n·L FIGHT 

Co ,,,r.mni ty .ii de Relations - Chc:i:irman: Mr. LoughlL-., Loughlin' s Bar 

Letters:-Cha irman: Steve ~oll, 1L 5-6154 

Legal - Chainn2n: Ge r ald Burns, 310 ,,est 11th, i.JA 4-8137 

:?etitions and Eandbills - John Six, 327 ,, est 11th, CH 2-3003 

Research and Surveys - Chairman: Bill Rudorf, 3 ~ehawken 3treet, 
YU 9-1368 

: 1ub:::.ici ty - Chair;nan: Hilda Burns, ,.\ 4-8137 

Spanish Translation - Chairman: Gloria ~amilton, 302 A. 11th, AL 5-5993 
Nestor 3errios, 255, ~. 10th 3treet 

AND ON~ i10 , , TILNG: Let 1 s make his a ti e to show our best face 

Sweep up, Keep t ose garbage pails cove i ed. If you can, paint up. 

Remember, any moment a man way drive by who ma y influence a deciding 

vote. J ill he decide that tbis neighbood must be saved? 
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ANNUAL l\llEETING 

On February 25, exactly one year to the day of 
the formation of the Committee to Save the West 
Village, the entire neighborhood held a very im­
portant meeting at the Workshop of the Children. 
Several things were approved, of which the new 
mast head above is - for the moment only - the 
rnost obvious. The Committee to Sa.ve the West 
Village changed its name by unanimous decision to 
the West Village Committee; the work to save the 
\Vest Village is finished, and work to improve the 
West Village is begun. Long-live-the-W e~t-Village. 

Now, e"'.gy February 25 there will be a meeting 
of the neighborhood, preceded by an annual party 
on Februa1'.y 21st: The party is a victory celebra­
tion and '"ll feature, as did the last one, free beer, 
music, dancing, and the good time every one en­
joyed a couple of weeks back. The annual meeting, 
every February 25th, is for the purpose of holding 
e1ect1~ns. 

Jane Jacobs, with thanks from the neighborhood 
that are impossible to express adequately, is retiring 
as Chairman of the West Village Committee, and 
on March 20th, a Tuesday ni.ght, elections will be 
held for new officers. (The March 20th election 
is this year onlf) The new officers will be five in 
number: a Chairman, 2 Vice-Chairmen, a Secre­
tary and a Treasurer. The Workshop of the Child­
ren is the place of this election meeting-March 20 
-nominations will be made from the floor for the 
new officers whose term is to be for one year only, 
and who may not succeed themselves in office for 
more than one consecutive term; The officers will 
appoint a large executive committee. There' will be 
other neighborhood meetings throughout the year, 
particularly to report on progress, or to determine 
the consensus of what the neighborhood wants on 
specific issues, but this first election meeting is, 
of course, most important-please come and vote. 

March 10, 1962 

A CONTINUING PURPOSE 

Two principle rules will govern all of the plans 
that are made for the future . . The first is that 
whatev~r shall be done will be done only if not a 
single tenant or property owner is to be hurt. The 
second is that whatever shall be done will be done 
only if it is the consensus of the neighborhood that 
it should be done. By consensus what is meant is 
not merely a majority, but should a minority, how­
ever small, be opposed, their reasons will be con­
sidered important enough to be honored. 

The best. way to indicate the nature of the work 
to be done is to list the cornmittees that at the meet­
tings on February 25 were decided as the necessary 
beginning, and explain their function when their 
titles need clarification. 

1. Clean-up - Sanitation - Garbage 
2. Tree Planting-also selection of memor­

ial trees 
3. Experimental Housing - this committee 

will look into the possibilities for all 
kinds of new housing such as low cost 
apartments, row houses, artists' studios, 
new buildings for vacant land, co-opera­
tives, condominium housing, etc. 

4. Property improvement - a commi!tee for 
both tenants and ownefs that will be a 
clearing house of information on how to 
do it, where to secure financing, what 
contractors are available, what is the best, 
cheapest way to a·chieve the greatest prog­
ress. etc. 

5. Railroad Tracks - as is obvious, the 
N. Y. Central overhead spur is coming 
down, and land will be available for 
building and recreation purposes that will 
be a marvelous boon to the West Village 
if properly used; this committee, which 
might possibly merge with the Experi­
mental Housing one, will seek out the 
opportunities 



6. Removal of Violations - a committe to 
help tenants obtain the service of the 
City's Building Department in correct­
ing defects, and to help willing landlords 
to do the same 

7. Traffic, Parking and Police - greater 
co-operation with the 6th Precinct and 
and Captain Savitt 

8. Workshop of the Children - this func­
tion will be a way of channelling neigh­
borhood support for the Workshop, both 
manpower assistance to Kay VanDeurs, 
and help in procuring materials 

9. Playgrounds and Street Benches ~ The 
addition of playgrounds must be looked 
into for the land at Bank and Hudson 
Streets that will be available for this pur­
pose, for closing particular blocks per­
haps, or for using, at least temporarily, 
land under the tracks. The idea is that 
the grounds should be imaginative, sup­
pon fun, and be safe. The benches are 
for sitting down on, and the addition of 
places . to sit at 

10. Newsletter 
11. Distribution of Information 
12. Fund Raising 
13. Pier and Marina - There is a real 

chance of replacing the recreation dock 
that used to be at the end of Christopher 
St. 

14. Eviction Resistance and Legal Aid - a 
committee to safeguard particularly 
against low rent apartments becoming 
higher rent with a change of occupants, 
and to provide legal counsel for anyone 
in danger 

15. Businessmen's Information - a commit­
tee to see that the businessmen who leave 
the West Village at quitting time are 
kept informed of events and decisions of 
neighborhood meetings held in the eve­
ning, and to relay back desires, advice, do­
nations, and well wishes from the busi­
essmen 

16. Community Center - a committee to look 
into the possibility of obtaining a build­
ing for a neighborhood hall, meeting 
place, office or whatever, and to think: up 
activities that might be offered by a 
center 

17. Federal Building and Others, Re-Use -
investigation into the conversion of the 
Federal Building when it is abandonned 
by the Government some years hence, and 
any other buildings whose status may 
change 

18. Theatre and Arts - a committee to seek 
an off-Broadway theatre, possibly an Art 
Gallery, etc. locating in the area 

19. Articles of Association - the legal work 
necessary to allow the West Village 
Committee a formal statement of purpose 
and the advantages under the law of such 
a legal non-profit association 

20. Zoning - a committee that would main­
tain contact with the Village's Borough 
President's Planning Commission and 
other agencies to seek continuance or 
changes in zoning laws that would aid 
the area 

All this indicates an enormous amount of work 
that must be done. Some projects will be done 
more quickly than others, and some committees 
will become defunct while others are being invented. 
None of the twenty committees will have precedence 
over the others, and there is no preferred order to 
the various projects. The theory is that whatever 
is most wanted will have the most hands working at 
it, and the speed of accomplishment will be deter­
mined by the neighborhood itself. All the projects 
will be simultaneously, concurrent and noncompeti­
tive. 

WHO DOES THE WORK 

At the February 25th meeting, many of the nearly 
100 people who attended signed up for one or more 
of the committees, and recruitment continues. The 
work will be done by whoever wants to do it. Every­

body is needed. Who is everybody? all the mem­
bers of the West Village Committee. Who are 
eligible to be members? 

The West Village Committee is open to member­
ship of all the people who live, work or own property 
in the ii.rea, or who, through past or present help, 
have established their friendship. Membership will 
also include our area's elected government officials. 
What is the area? The West Village boundaries 
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8:15 p.m. W~iilt VU1ag(.~ Head~.uart<-~t ·s 
.30L• {-L llt:i Sttt1.H.at 

Introducing t.ne nc:>w of:ficer~ fol: l 'J67 

J~.mea Shaw • President 
!Hclv:iicd 3.atnett - Fir~t~ 'Vi~ 1n ~Pn~sid~r1t 

M{\r.vin Bei:u'let·f.al.d - S~cond VLce •Preai.dcnt 
M'l!.i:Y. A~on. - Acting S~c;;e.1:ai:y 
P<!ltet Frit.sc1.1 ·• 1'.i!:e~su1:1f.n~ 

Landm..·M;ks Report~ and wl.m.t it meir.1..\~ 
Rcok S~l~ Repo~t 
theatr~ ~ rty Report 
Commit. E:i.?e Ri;; ports 
GU~$ . 5PWAI<.t1:R : i>St . B ~ A. Rl'I:'S!tlfI' 'llN ~ JR .. 

VICr~-PrutSIDEN':~· of ClTlZ.!i!NS FOR Cl.UN AIR~ INC 0 

Pt,,.J\SR CO'l· fl\OMP1' .. Y AT 8d.5 SIJ ALI. BIJSli:lBSS CAt'i. EE F1NISH~D IN Tlfil 
t"OO. rnm. GIJEST TO Si>EAK TO us EY 9 p ,.M. 

m .. l?.AR&'l'H MC FA?)l)lJ.N I" Cill'~ IRi:1l\N OF :m.& 'l1tM E>LIU\tlNG COMNlTIJ1£. H T FE.EL 
Vfl!l'if' ~!.~PllY ~ AND we OF 'ERE WES'X' '!JJ.LLA~ COW,:J!.TIKU'. CAN FR&~ VF.RY OUD 0[1 
HBR Hl\RD WORK IN ffil lNGING 'm.Eil'.~ TO HUDSON STR&R't ,, WE PLEI>Gi O~ELVES 
'{'O WORK HARD Wlnl EL17~Jm:.ra !N HER EFf<lRTS l"O mttNG HORE lM.IIS ,, AND HELP' 
Tllll', VllJ..AG.8 FIND !TS PLACE IN 'l"llE SHA..I>.6. 

MAUY ~ Ml'\MY 'l'H.A,.~ ARE oui MEMB!IBS A.ND l'Rl ~J>S OV 'I.U WEST VILLAGE c SH 
WHO Gt-\ Vi SO Qb;N OUSL Y OF TU.tn.R Y!.-OOKS I) TIM& p AND St\' PPCtlT TO HRLP MAKI 
OlJ!l BOOK SAU A SUCCESS o 

IN ANSWER TO Mtu'llY lMQUIRUS" Tl!E D.~:rE POil THE ANNUAL ?I.&\ MARKET IMS BEEN 
SRT. SATURDAY, .JUMK J 7~H AND SWDAY ii JUNE 16TH ARE t~& DAYS o Pl.RASK 
srattI' SAVING ALL THOSE LI'lTJ..E KNICK-KNAC ' (AW) TU U'.G ONES TOO) 
AND L~TS MAKR lHIS YEAR ~ S FI,FJ\ iAllKET EVEN BIG 11 ~ .~ BET'!.U. AJ!llD HORE FUN 
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