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Meeting Dates Tuesday, January 23, 1990, 7:30 P.H. 
Place: Parish Hall, St. John's-in-the-Village, 

TBI: WEST VJLLAGI: COMJlllTT.Ell 224 Waverly Place •. 
708 Greenwich Street • New York, New York 10014 • (212) 243·0788 

Agenda: Marcy Benstock, head of the Clean Air Campaign, will speak on 
the need to limit development along the Hudson River water-
front and out into Hudson River waters, with perhaps sone hints 
on how to battle developers. 

YOU SAVE THE WATERFRONT AS OPEN SPACE 
Recently a member of the Waterfront Panel suggested that a Westway Right-of-Way Payback waiver 
might not be the best way to go with the Hudson River Waterfront, and that a compromise deal might 
be best for developers and citizens alike. On June 19, 1989 Governor Cuomo made an agreement 
with u.s. Transportation Secretary Skinner for a maximum Federal payback waiver for the Westway 
right-of-way. If the $50,000,000 payback were used to develop park land on the waterfront, it 
could be a tremendous bonus, but if it were handed over to developers for platforming, etc,., 
it would only be the beginning of another tremendous draw upon City resources. We beg you to 
counter this trial balloon floated by Tom Waterfront Panel by writings letters to the 
following officials: 
tirite to MAYOR DAVID DINKINS, City Hall, New York, New York 10007, and urge him to make sure 
Gov. Cuomo upholds his 6/19/89 agreement to apply to Transportation Secretary Skinner for 
a "maxirnUI:l" Federal payback waiver for the Hestway right-of-way. The City can.' t afford 
to pay out $50 million -- much less up to $1 billion and more for environmentally destructive 
platforms and other new infrastructure in the river. Request that Dinkins appoint three new 
members of the 7-rnember West Side Waterfront Panel will oppose any new intrusion iLto the 
Hudson River, and support creation of a passive park and more crade-in money far mass transit. 
Write to COMPTROLLER ELIZABETH HOLTZMAN, 530 Municipal Building, New York, New York 
Urge her to make the Governor and Mayor uphold their 6/19/89 agreement with Canptroller 
Goldin to apply for a maximum Federal payback waiver for the Westway right-of-way. (If the 
Governor and Mayor fail to uphold this crucial part of the overall Westway right-of-way settle-
ment, it is Comptroller Holtzman's responsibility to reopen the whole settlement . package.. lbe 
rest of the package, contained in Gov .• Cuomo'& and Mayor Koch's 5/25/88 Memo of Understanding, 
has many bad provisions and is not in the City's best Ask the Comptroller to do 
everything in her power to make sure that the Hudson River is protected as a river, etc. 
Write to MANHATTAN BOROUGH PRESIDENT RUTH MESSINGER, Municipal Building, New York, N .• Y • 10007. 
She has the right to appoint one person to the Waterfront Panel. Urge her to appoint a person 
who will oppose any new intrusions into the Hudson and support creation of a passive park and 
more money for transit. 
Write to SECRETARY SAfnJEL K. SKINNER, U.S .• DEPT .• OF TRANSPORTATION, 400 Seventh St. SW, Washing-
ton, D .• c. 20590. Urge hin to approve of any reques·t for a payback waiver for the Westway right-
of-way which will result in the appropriate use of this valuable resource, i.e. as a river, a 
park and a road. Host of the right-of-way is in an envirorunentally critical section of the 
Hudson River -- a resource of national importance.. The highway condemnation process should not 
be allowed to be misused to turn this priceless public resource over to private 
Write to GOVERNOR MARIO CUOMO, Executive Chambers, Albany, New· York Urge him to uphold 
his June 19, 1989 cor.unitment to seek a maximum payback waiver for the Westway right-of-way. 
Tell him you t hink na j or development along the waterfront and intc- the watel:' is L"lapproprinte. 
Greenwich Vil lage is already a mc.jor tourist area 'With more bars and restaurants per squat·e inch 
than any other locale in the world. We don't need more noisy drunkards passing Wlder our 
windows at 3:30 in the morning. 
THANK THOSE WHO HELPED l,'ITH THE END OF THE YEAR PARTY - THANK YOU, THANK YOU 
In December we always celebrate with a party because our camnwiity has survived yet another year. 
Last December's party was one of the great ones, partly because one James Edward Shaw came back 
from San Francisco to be with us. And then then is Arthur Bond. You have to call Arthur 
to ask for his help. · He calls you and says "I'm helping again." And Ruth Dunn and Heidi 
Cuddihy helped with supplying sufficient chairs.. The old original Villagers vere there -- the 
O'Reillys, the Stroligos, the Fritsches, etc. And some new faces we hope to· see again:. There 
were some new faces among those who served and some who have helped for years -- Brian Carroll, 
Judy Mccusker, Eileen Bowser, Anne Slatin, Betty Rinckwitz, Barbara Gillen, JoAnn nuke, Jim 
Brennan - and we have probably missed some.. Ann Lye didn't make it, but we had a good visit 
later.. The only dark note on the horizon was the usual appearance of the uninvited an4 the un-
announced, who make no effort to pay. Being Chairman of the Community Board ia no excuse. 
PROTEST DINKINS' VOTE ON THE COOGAN BUILDING 
In December, Mayor Dinkins, still as Boro President, voted with the Board of Estimate majority 
to remove landmark status from the Coogan Buildb1g, N •. E .. corner of 26th and 6th,., Coogan is one 
of the last extant example• of multi-storey buildings built directly after the Civil war. Thorp, 
the architect, was a strong influence on Louis Sullivan's late 19th century high rises .. A major 
developer is in this strip of 6th Avenue, and the flower market which exists here will certainly 
be destroyed by this development . ., '.l'he Sixth Avenue flower market is one of the very last spaces 
with charm on any portion of the avenue. Write to Mayor Dinkins at City Hall to say that you 
are saddened and dismayed by his vote. 
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THE WEST VILLAGE COMMITTEE 

.for More Than a Quarter Century" 

Meeting Date: Tuesday, February 27, 1990, 7: 30 P .• M. 
Place: Parish Hall, St. John's-in-the-Village, 

224 Waverly Place,. 

708 Greenwi@h ·• New York, New York 1001" • (818) 8"3·0788 

Agenda: Doris Deither, one of the leading experts on Zoning in the country, 
'Will s}:ak Cl1 the facts mi implicatials of !tan 61 ftan the lloard of Et>timate 
Calemar far llilr:sday, Fe1%ua:Iy 8, 1%0 arrl law ey the 1lom:I. - a 
law Viich D111JWS neey- of th! restrl.ctioos am om:rols CM!!." establishing disoo6 
arrl cal:arets, »mar an:l out, mi tyia of D1.1Sical 1nst:ruil!nt:s to be pla)'ed 
er the mnter of i;:erf<JIJI8:5 "4D nay play t'l\f'tter in wdl s}Us 

several )6!rS mw, Ruth 1'2ssinger, as C'.amcilVDIBn an:l mw Borough Ptesident of M:mhattan, ms J:US}a1 for DllIJVing 
i:estricticms C11 am live JlllSic night sµ:Jts. l2r Iep!Sted reascns have hem trat sle lolD1ts to 
Elm Employnelt for all lllB!ployed llllSicians am to maintain the City's fer the night life ed:ertaima1t 
:apitol of the l«lt'ld. lb wtice was givai to camunity 1xm:ds that Sldl an ad:ial loBS CXllSi.demd arrl le 'W81e 
rt allcM!d to s}:eak against it ll!fore the P.oard of Fstinate: they said that the City Planning Cmnissim had alla.e1 
ill the nec&sacy p..iblic to an law to cEte.onine md: is tolerable in residartial. CXJIIlUlities. 
rt 'WOUld free nut re.staurants, catarets, l:Brs, disoos, etc., 'With less tran 200 i:etrcm to operate 'Withlut CXllSi.dera-
t:i.Cll of restricticn. Ninth S'treet OOJld die ftan the fteakm offetm. to joints Cl1 8th Street. Cklly 
E'I'esident fbmd Golden of Brooklyn voted agpinst lessening mstrlctials.. We )UJ to write t.o Ptesident 

at the u.mciµll Buildiiig, NY NY 10017 ard to Ma:yor !avid Dinkins, City Hall, NY NY l<m7, arr:l tell tlan th!y 
i£"e 'WIOlg to PJSh this law thrClJgh so brutally, hi.gh-hm:1edly am. 'With:llt Jl1'0IEl" rd:ice. :tU:h of the 
lf the law details IDmt<Ml Hmhat:tan <Xl!JlUdties. us in mi.rd. 'Which rBllims us a year ago 
sarelxxty qu::Ud Ca.mi.lmm Stanley Mi.crels, ally CE this isste, as that all the calmets arr:l discxls 
sln.ll.d fird a lDie in the Village ''because it is an area half-de.st::royai life already." It 'Will tea 
g;rey day in Eel.l before -we ever ag,ain take a of J*>ple to p:d:est a threat8led 1ncimratar in Inml. 

WEAPON FOR FRESERVATION: WE GREENil<lI VILlJCE SOCIElY FOR HISTORIC SIUDY OF WE WAmFR01'T 

Ihe Greenwkh Village Society for Historic Presetvatim has CXl1e up 'With a W!l'Y hm:isare ardli.val i:esearcll mcy of the 
hist:ori.c Village \oBt:erftalt, edited by Iegina Kel.lemen. This book can be our vecy fint N!BJXll in a cxnerted drive 
to have this hist:or.i.c area into a I..amJmiei Distrlct. 'Dm'e ma picD1res ard details of every waterfta1t 
t:e:yQ'¥i the present Greemlich Village Hist.orl.c I..aIJi'lm.X D1.stri.ct. le wuld think tl'llt this stu:ty OCIJl.d tea 
reans of cb:awing diverse gt'OOJ:E to pms6Ul'E! th! Camli.ssim for creating an official 
Nicll Waterfralt Di.strlct. We lolOUld see an CM!1'all district cmated, mt cne of bits ard pieces - as 
1oSS originally cxeicEm::l far the ireserit GVHID, or as ra.s 1:aen dc:le i.1 Trlteoa. with fout' S!P..ll 
:tistricts. That is mt the way to prereIVe an area. h w-lllle in questim, Ard:d.tecture of the Gmalwi.ch Village 

... is J;Ublished by the New York Ulive:csity Fress ard is available fran The GmeJJwicll Village Society, $50 
for the hardoover, $24.95 far the soft:oover. CAJr thanks for all the Society's effort to Mrs. KeJ.lm:rnan ard to Pmsi-
:Blt Riclm'd Hamett (am thanks far Dick's recent check to l.JVCJ. ?-bre CE this rEXt nmth. 

00 IDI' BE FOOLED BY SIDRrn; SATIN; ailD AND DINKIN5 FAVOR A WATrnSIDE PARK ON 'IDE ll.liroN 

Ihe recent decisia:i. by GcM.!tmr CUr.o ard tilJQ:" Dinkins tlo 1"eJBY the Fe.1s far the oost of the leterf'mlt iD:liCBtes Were 
t:iEy are at. l'b rei:aynent is if tlE W!iterft'cd: is used far a higl'Jay ar a Jiii.it. :rut 'With the City deeply in 

ard the state irol:ably evm deeI:er1 each 'Will reJ8J' the r.1s appradJratel.y $40 mlll.im.· 'lhe i-ei:eid FsB:al. JlID!)' 
N'i.11 t:l2l te shifted to Buffalo far higtJay mi the fb:1sCl1 River latE!lfra:it 'Will cme again tel.CZlg to the 
City to be oJ8Ed up for devel.oprent. Why else lOlld Q.ooo te a $1.9 billim txm isSl.e fer a 
(mk"? M this is entirely in 'With the l1a.t:erftalt Panel's c:n-egain/off-egain alxlut 
:ieveloprent am OJS'l SJBC9• . lJ!t • s face it.. We are C11 CJle hm:1 by nanle:s to file for an injt.n::tiai 
cigaj.nst mroval of rest:ri.ctiCl1s an oa.terets ard disoos, ard -we lave a feelir€ 'WB are FPing to lave to file suit 
against the JXOµ:ieal l:eplaoen81t l'ligtl.ay ard the reterftalt Panel's final '1'8CXJlJ!l!nda Village stmets ate cm-
citt.ed to h:ifJiway; 9th/Cltri.stqh!r is JJBde a najar feOOE!r into the h:l.gtHzy;. It cxmes cbn to a questim of 
r.tiat ck> -we best naey Cl1 ard "1etller mr:e zraey am te raised.. '!hat is am of tlE mascms it is vay inp:rtant 
far )W to atbn1 this nseting. 

WATERFFD1'T PANEL MEEITN:; 
The next scteilled neet:ing of the West Panel 'Will be CE 18tnesday, Feb.· 28 at 8 A.l-k, l lbrld 'lDde 
eem:er, 43Id fl.oar, the Oval imn. is oi:ai to the p.tblic arr:1 JDS&·· 7, s, 9 mi 10 the West Side 
Wa.terfrCEt Parel 'Will lll6t an O}:ai lbJse to sloT diffe.rait altemati.ves 11I01g th!1r attl.uSi.a:is. fbJse will 
J1'&U!B.bly be at tl-ei.r offices, 141 Fifth Aven.Je, 10th fl.oar. 

n.JDY MCCUSKER US AT A cnMJNITY OOARD 6 MEE'I'.Ilb 00 RIVIBWAU< 
July lt.'Olsm 1'eJUl68'1t8l The let Vill.agie Camlittee at a Camulity Board 6 neeting m Febcua:cy 21, mi mad a statarBlt 
lgai.nst Rivenalk. Ri.venalk is a gigantic devel.oprB1t planrsi for out in the :East River, bJilt m platfoiw am cX:ti?r 
:xntrtvances, arrl 61:retchiilg fran 16th Street to 26th Street. It a:lltains erdlTOJ6 lligh-rlses, arrl otlm' gad-
gJ!ts, am it ruts off a h!althy East Side comurl.ty ftan its natural to a view of the water. In the very last days 
Jf the Koch Actrd.nistratia the City Camd.ssiai was to cmtify Riven.alk. We have appealed to ?-B:yur 
Dinkins to ld.11 the iroject. E>lerl Paul Gol.dl:et'ger has 'teC8ltly written in The New Y<B:k Tilll!s alx:11t lOJ a:ntin-
lES to be overb.JUt - just as there Y!l'e fwr otber of the City to b..d.ld in. 
nere are sare a have us for for the SlllVi.val of other mmmities - that w slDlld a:ily figt£ t.o 
(rOtect our CNl turf fran over-develoµnent am destr.'lctim. We are prepated to fight tarde6t for our OCJ11111li.ty, tu feel 
that le gain strength by smetimes helping ctiES to us for telp. I9rsclls wishing to Dad wr stataialtEi 
agpinst Ri vet"Wa.lk or the Brooklyn Navy Ya1'd IrclIErator nay ck> so at the Feb. 27 meeting. 
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Agendas Regina Kellerman and Richard Barnett, Executive Director and President 
respectively of The Greenwich Village Society for Historic Preservation, 
will be present to discuss the Society's recently published archival 
research study -- "The Architecture of the Greenwich Village Waterfront ... " 
Hopefully, they may be able to offer some guidance in mounting a campaign 
to have the upland area of the waterfront landmarked -- as well as the 
waterfront itself,.. Ms,. Kellerman has served as Executive Director of the 
Society since it was founded.. Mr,. Barnett is a past President of The 
West Village Committee.· 

LANDMARKING THE WATERFRONT 

We think it is essential that landmarking be extended to include the Greenwich Village water
front area.. The crooked streets themselves testify to a community'• beginnings several 
centuries ago.. The Village waterfront itself is filled with notable events and people --
it gave birth to Fulton's steamship invention, it became the famous Deep Port of the City in 
the heyday of the steamships, it was the home port in New York for the Titanic and the survivors 
from that disaster were brought to St. Vincent's Hospital, and for a literary twist, Melville 
worked on the waterfront as an import/exp()rt clerk at the foot of Gansevoort Street, which stree 
was named in honor of his maternal grandfather.. Greenwich Avenue, which originally cut across 
the Washington Square area from the Bowery, and Greenwich Street, were both 'roads to Greenwich' 
Obviously this is the oldest part of our comm.unityr. Somebody recently called the late 18th 
century State Prison on the river at 10th Street "the first business in Greenwich," and although 
the Prison is long gone, its base still sits as a foundation for the large brick building which 
replaced it .. Even Charles Lane is said to· have had an eventful past: known in the 19th century 
as Pig Alley, probably because of habits of the liveatock belonging to Irish residents living in 
the area, h1t is said to have been the remains o'f a carriage lane used by Sir Peter Warren and 
other landed aristocracy in Greenwich to board ship,., And thie only scratches the surface.., We 
have greeted the Society's study of the waterfront area '4th enthusiasm, but it should also be 
the beginning of working with other groups in asking that the area be granted landmark status;• 
And we will look to Verna Small and her Landmarks Committee to offer good guidance for all of us 

CITIZEN BEWARE 

Some high-powered civic groups have recently picked up the torch in support of Governor Cuomo'& 
questionable $1,.9 billion Bond Act, out of which he promises $100 million for creation of a 
Hudson River esplanade,. All this is only_·'after the City and State pay back $40 J11illion each 
on the Westway purchase of the waterfront,. Supposedly the waterfront could then belong to the 
City again to develop it as it wants~ And the planners are still talking about little open 
"bays" and wide areas to be held aside for future determination and development.. We oppose 
such a bond act so long as waterfront planners still come to us and ask whether we would like a 
little landfill here, some boulders and landfill there, or a man-made island or two out the"retm
We urge you to write to Assemblyman William Passannante and State Senator Manfred Ohrenstein, 
both to ·be addressed at 270 Broadway, NYC 10007, and ask them to oppose Cuomo' s $1,..9 billion 
Bond Act. We think it is unconscionable for any group supposedly interested in preservation 
to support this Bond Act while the fate of our historic waterfront hangs in the balance. We vie~ 
Governor Cuomo as a nice man, a splendid orator, but not as a preservationist but && an 
old-time supporter of mega-developments like Westway to balance budgets ... 

THANKS TO CONTRIBUTORS 

We are deeply grateful to the following for recent contributions: Gloria Jennings, Aaron Mi-. 
Rubin, William Eppes, Gaylord Hoftiezer, and the West Fourth Street Block Association-. And 
thanks again to Shirley Wright for yet more books,., And to veteran biographer, Jean Gould, 
thanks for books,. Thank you, Evelyn Cahn, for a lot of really good books: 



Good-by Bibby Venture: 

THS wsaT VILLAO• COllMITTS• Good-by Blbby Resoli.t.icll! 

Good-by· Prison Bargel 

THE PRISON BARGE 

Expect some foot-dragging by the City to develop soon with regard to moving the prison barge from 
Pier 40 to R1ker's Island.., In a City where the deep black hole of indebtedness grows larger 
day by day, we should expect the City to appeal to U:•·SIW' Corps of Engineers to pennit a broke and 
indebted City to be allowed time to find money to build appropriate piers on Riker's .• 

We urge you to write to Mayor David Dinkins, City Hall, NYC 10007 and demand that the prison 
ships be moved as scheduled. 

A ROSE FOR GEORGE ROSE 

A rose baa been planted in the Jane Street Garden in memory of the late actor, George Rose, as 
a result of an anonymous gift 'fran a resident ~n Horatio Street. The named specimen planted 
is Dr .. Brownell, a cross between the Peace rose and the rose Helen Hayes-i Dr .• , Brownell is a 
fragrant rose, gaining much of its fragrance from the Helen Hayes . ., 

A WATERSIDE ESPLANADE FOR GREENWICH VILLAGE 

During the past month we attended the Open House at the Route 9A headquarters., We were im
pressed by the amount of work that has gone into the highway project.. We felt there was real 
concern for preserving the 14th Street/Gansevo9rt Meat Market.. We think it is essential that it 
be preserved and not any more preasured from any point.... We would not interfere with any working 
plan put forward by the market for preserva~ton, but we would certainly support any plan they 
put forwasd to sa•e the market,.. That meat marll!et is an essential part of the fabric of wealth 

. I 
which binds this community together.r We we1!'8 also pleased to see that an alternate plan has 
been made to cut Village streets off from dfredt access to the new highway. 

We have had some misgivings about suggestions ~or the esplanade~ From the beginning we have 
asked for a passive park, an extension of Rtver:side Par~~ We have grave misgivings over any 
suggestions of "as of right parkingl9'" There s3~uld be provision for emergency police vehicles, 
but if any massive parking is allowed, you . lfil~ never clean out the waterfront of prostitutes 
and drug dealers. Bill Hine came up with one brilliant idea for a ch~ldren's playground out 
on a repaired, fully fenced pier.., It would r~ove the little ones from being along-side the 
highway, and placing them out over the water whi ch is in itself a mitigating factor against the 

1 
massive auto fumes,. and a move away from creatiJlg playgrotmda on traffic islands~.. But the 
planners are still toying with some dangerqus ~aeaa .~ amphitheaters for musical concerts, 
walk-downs to the water and experimental artif~cial island or reefs~ We have enjoyed perfectly 
good concerts in Washington Square Park for yea~s without benefit of permanent bandshell 
structure... Walk-downs to the water seem equall~ UIUlecessary considering that at extremely 
high tides, the Hudson has been known to rise t~ the bed of West Street in the Southwest 
Village/Tribeca area.i And maybe they can eafe]Q build artificial islands out into the Hudson 
at Peekskill, but here we have a City full lof d~elopers anxious to do their worst on landfill 
or anything like landfill in either tbe Hudson r r the East River. ' 

With our membership increasing and posta~e co~ts plunging ahead, and; if you have not dropped 
a dime in the box ever, we give you an opportunity to make a contribution.. 

I I l 
Name I 

----------------------!---------------~, -----------
Address 

-------------------------------!-------------------------------------------~ 
Telephone 

----------------------~----------------------------------------------~ c:J Please drop me from membership ma~ling1 list.._ 

Return to nie West Village Co11111ittee, 702 Greenwich Street, New York NY 10014~ 
l : .. 

Contributions to The West Village Committee Inc~ 
are tax-deductible~ 
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Agenda: 1) Election of officers; 
2) Letter writing session opposing the massivH enlarget-nent of the United 

Parcel facility in the West Village, and if time permits writing 
letters to the lvaterfront Panel .•. 

ELECTIONS DUE AT THE WEST VILLAGE COMMITTEE 
This meeting will hold elections for officers of The Committee to serve for the next year,.; The 
posts to be filled are: President, th"ree Vice-Presidents, Secretary and T.,.·easurer .•. 
THE WATERFRONT 
The public meeting of the Waterfront Panel planning the proposed Esplanade was largely devoted 
to the Land Use Sub-Committee's suggestion that a payback waiver be requested for only 70% and 
perhaps as little as 50% because of structures like Pier 40 and the Chelsea headhouses obstruct-
ing a "scenic view," along the Westway right-of-way corridor where the Feds provided the State 
with $95 million to purchase the right-of-way1•· We have long contended along with the Clean Air 
Campaign, NYPIRG, and others, that the Panel should request a 100% waiver... Marcy Benstock has 
been particularly strong on this point,. And fortunately Congressman Ted Weiss was in the 
audience and supported our position very A waiver against payback may be granted if 
a scenic view is provided. As Congressman Weiss said, he knew of no forbidding opposition in 
Washington, and he felt it wiser to request lOOi. and risk being cut back to 70 or 80% rather 
than going only for soi. and risk being cut back to 20 or 30%.. We urge you to mite to the 
West Side Waterfront Panel and urge that they go for the 100% payback waiver .•. 
And while you are asking, demand a passive park, not a tacky South Street Seaport or a Middle-
Eastern Bazaar, no cars on the Esplanade at any hour except for emergency police cars (by elim-
inating parking you eliminate drug dealers and prostitutes and their clients), and no Battery 
Park City should be built on the east side of West Street to pay for the Esplanade.. We also do 
not. want historic Village streets connected to the new 9A highway,.. Write to the Hon;a; Michael 
J. Del Giudice, Chairman, West Side Waterfront Panel, 141 Fifth Avenue, New York, N,. Y. •. 10010,. 
THE PROPOSED GROWTH OF UNITED PARCEL 
United Parcel presently has a bcitw;een GreEh'"lwich and Washington Streets above 
Canal Street. They presently use perhaps 300 trucks at this location and propose increasing 
that number to 1,200 or 1,400 trucks, building on the adjacent parking lot between Washington 
and West Street -- and building over and closing Washington Street.. It would be their base for 
deliveries from the Battery to as far north as 59th Street, East Side and West Side., This area, 
so close to the Holland Tunnel, is already a Hot Spot for pollution. People live in this area, 
which is the edge of the Greenwich Village residential cc:rnrnunity, to say nothing of residential 
Tribeca just to the south. Complaints about the present operation are endless,. You can only 
imagine what it will be like if they increase traffic four-fold on Washington and Greenwich 
Streets... To mitigate the increase in truck traffic, we understand UP has offered to make the 
heaviest trips at night through the Meat Market -- very destructive to the Meat Market. 
Both Greenwich and Washington are residential streets and do not need rumbling trucks passing 
by all night long. We don't need this increase in truck traffic in any residential conununity 
in the City. We urge you to to Mayor David Dinkins, City Hall, NYC 10007 and to the 
City Planning Conunission, 2 Lafayette Street, NYC 10007, and object to this brutalizing of 
residential streets in our community. A hearing will be held by the City Planning Conunission 
at the Board of Estimate Chambers, City Hall, on Nay 2 beginning at 10 A.M. Be there and 
testify to save the West Village from this terrible onslaught. 

STOP THE CUTBACKS IN PUBLIC LIBRARY HOURS 
We are extremely distressed by the forced cutbacks in public library hours, and equally dis-
tressed to learn that although the Library Omnibus Bill apparently passed the State Senate as 
S-2943, it foundered in defeat in the Assembly. We urge you to request your Assemblyman and 
Assembly leadership to introduce a companion bill to S-2943. State aid to libraries has not 
been increased since 1986, and our li braries are in trouble and in need of help. 

A MATTER OF PRIORITIES 
Recently published statistics showing a 2Si. increase in automotive traffic in the City and 
figures showing that the City's polluted air is exceeded only by notoriously filthy Los Angeles, 
would again suggest that we may be on the wrong track by building more highways instead of im-
proving and expanding mass transit. But after a recent conversation with a high staff person 
in a State Senate office, in which she declared that all young couples should be able to own 
cars in order to drive to the beach, it becomes clearer as to how we have achieved the unen-
viable pollution mess we are in. It is also disturbing to learn that the State has no plan to 
increase aid to the mentally ill homeless in urban streets; we look like the Great Depression, 
except that the rich continue to get richer while many of the ignored homeless mentally ill con-
tinue to be a menace to themselves and to others. Ignoring their needs is the disgrace of our 
age. 
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Marcy Bens tock of the Clean Air Campaign will be present to bring us up-to-date on 
Albany budget legislation which will have a bearing on the Hudson River Waterfront. 
The legislation relating to the waterfront was composed by persons delegated by the 
Governor and the Mayor, and not by any legislator.. This was apparently not regarded 
as an area suitable for Open Government. 

Bill Hine will do a presentation against the proposed increased United Parcel opera
tion in this community from 150 truck trips daily to 750 plus daily. Bill has found 
Baltimore and Chicago have UP base operations comparable to the one proposed .for 
the West Village, but both are located outside city limits.. The one in Chicago sits 
on some 240 acres and is adjacent to two interstates. Tied in with this is the 
choking traffic diverted from Staten Island by one-way Port Authority bridge tolls 
(with the Governor's blessing) to create total chaos in SoHo and on Canal Street 
in search of free passage through the Holland Tunnel .• 

\\e will also deal with the prison barge at Pier 40 and how to respond to the u.s. Corps 
of Engineers' recent mailing. There are vital letters to be written in all of these 
areas. Attend this meeting to find out what. and to whom you should write. 

CHAHLES L. BAXTER, JR. 

h'e deeply regret to report the death of Charles L. Baxter, Jr., on May 5 in St. Vincent's Hos
pital, just as preparations were being made for his release. He had lived in New York since 
1954 and was a well-known and respected resident in West 11th Street. You could always depend 
upon him to be a body testifying on community protection and preservation issues before the 
Board of Estimate over many years. He was a confirmed opponent of Westway and other such mon
strosities and a stalwart environmentalist. We are now one consistent voice less on all such 
issues. h'e offer our sincere sympathy to his wife, Arline. 

GANSEVOORT ORGANIC GREENMARKET TO OPEN SATURDAY, JUNE 2ND 

The Gansevoort Greenmarket, with organic (unsprayed) produce, will reopen on the 2nd of June. 
In addition to fresh fann produce, expect fresh fish and super-delicious sourdough breads. The 
West Village Committee has served as local sponsor from the beginning of Gansevoort. Do. not ex
pect a great variety of produce on June 2nd. Lettuce and strawberTies, perhaps, but no corn. 
If you want this organic market to remain, we urge you to patronize it. By mid-summer you can 
fill your table from it with unpoisoned, unsprayed foods. 

rHANKS TO THESE CONTRIBUTORS 

:e a'I'e pleased to acknowledge contributions from the following: Mildred Orlans, Eileen N. Kelly, 
Jelen G. Tierney, Judith Maxwell, Karen Ginsberg, Donald 'J'. 1'.'aldauer, Cora Wright Kennedy, Louise 
3

0 
Thompson, Katherine Detweiler, Barbara and Kendyl Monroe, HarTison StarT, Yvette Raderman, 

~'hiskey Dust (Mervin Bendewald), Judith Seigel, Gloria Yanuck, Ruth Shaffer, Stephen F. Tenuner, 
<izman Reeves, Hilda v. Mayorga, Elinore Carlin, Alice La Prelle ("in memory of our beloved 
:harles Verral"), Jane Jacobs, Anne M. "Kinne" Stout, Robert P. Viarengo, Daniel Samuels, 
=.:leanor St. Germain, and one anonymous donor ("in memory of Charles Baxter"). 

Contributions to The West Village Conunittee Inc. 
are tax-deductible. 
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Agendas Getting the $40 million We11tway right-of-way payback out of the Budget 
and cut the $40 million from the Public Development Corporation 
conttact J . . 

Flaws in the plana for the 9A highway. 

REPAYING AN UNNECESSARY DEBT PAYMENT TO CLEAR THE WAY FOR DEVELOPMENT 
In th• early 1980a the State accepted $80 million from the Feda to purchase the Westway right-
of-vay from thl City, and with that and another $10 or $20 million from the State, the City 
balanced ita budget,. In the mid-198011 the Westway project died.. Federal law requires the re-
payment on such right-of-way funding unlesa the money can be used for walkways, bikeways, 
roade, scenic land or river preservation.. The law provides a payback waiver if the money is 
used on any of these transportation alternatives,. But in 1988 Governor Cuomo and Mayor Koch 
agreed to a full payback in order to free the waterfront of the Hudson to the will of develop-
ers, with the City sharing the payback on a 50/50 basis with the State. Mayor Dinkins is 
going along with that agreement.. 
Tile argwnent presented again5t going for a waiver is that development of housing as planned on 
Pier 40 or commercial development on other piers would block a "scenic vista" and cause rejec-
tion of a waiver.• However, Congressman Ted Weiss has recommended going for the 100% waiver, 
and has said he seee no impediment to our gaining the 1007. waiver-91 
Turning the "parking pier," Pier 40, into apartment houses is about the least of what has been 
suggested. Deputy Mayor Barbara Fife, whose husband is a developer, recently suggested that 
Battery Park City should be continued northward "along the east side of West Street" to pay for 
the proposed waterfront esplanade.. She then launched into pure Jane Jacobs language about how 
"we must have eyes on thia park" to preserve it.i She spoke of how she had seen several parks 
run down and ruined because there were no eyes on them.. She did not clearly explain how folks 
40 storeya up are going to police an esplanade across a major highway and under the trees ... 
If casual parking were forbidden immediately, it would do far more towards cleaning out the 
mass of prostitutes and drug dealers cluttering the Hudson River waterfront than all the 
ridiculoua high rises Deputy Mayor Fife has The Newtown Creek sanitation treatment 
facility serving thi• area is far over capacity, traffic already exceeds what the new 9A will 
serve, every street in the Greenwich Village Historic Diatrict touching the highway corridor in 
the latest "accepted" version of 9A ia directly connected to the interstate - a devastating 
plan for West 9th/Christopher.- West 11th and West 12th Streets. The proposed coilillercial develop-
ments along the corridor and on the piara appears to be a repulsive blend of the South Street 
Seaport Project and Coney Such proposals have nothing to do with Greenwich Village 
the residential community, the historic district; they in no way acknowledge our historic 
waterfront, the f amou• Deep Port of tha City ... 
As this le being malled on Thursday, June 21, the Board of Estimate is voting on whether to 
include $40 million in the Public Development Corporation's contract -- which would mean going 
for the total payback to the Feds, not the If the payback should prevail today, we 
still could win with the waiver around the end of the month when the City ColD'lcil is scheduled 
to approve the City Budget. They can remove the $40 million payback and encourage the City to 
go for the waiver. But letters lllU8t be written, phone calls must be made to Council members 
not just in the Village, but to Council members throughout the City demanding that the $40 
million be removed.. Get your friends and relatives in the other boroughs to support us by 
writing to their Council members:• Borough President Messinger and Comptroller Holtzman are 
said to be on our side of this If you learn that have lost at the Board of Esti-
mate today, begin the City Council campaign 

:·!ONEY GRANT FROM CHASE FOR JANE STREET GARDEN 
On June 19, we were given a $500 grant from Chase Manhattan Bank toward a fund we are raising to 
get a direct water supply into the Jane Street We are extremely grateful for this very 
generous gesture from It helps to balance or alleviate the distress caused by the recent 
theft or destruction of roses, rhododendrons and ferns in the garden., We hope the public will 
regard the garden as semi-public spaces if volunteers are working in the garden, you are 
come to enter. Over the past year, many hours have been given by volunteers, but in addition to 
thiB, we are extremely grateful to Councilwoman Carol Greitzer, DistTict Leader Liz Shollenberger 
and Jane Street activist Mary Rowe for help with several problems related to the garden. 

AND IIB ALSO THANK 
We are grateful to those members who also sent generous checks this past month: CBS Associates 
(Irene Connors), Laura Beer, Gabrielle Brook, and Anonymous:• 



THE WEST VILLAGE COMMITTEE 

702 Greenwich Street • New York, 

Meeting date: Tuesday, Sept. 25, 1990 
Place: St. John's Parish Hall 
224 Waverly Place, at 7:30 pm 
Newlet.ter Voli..me XXX, No. 9 

New York 10014 • (212) 243-0762 

AGENDA: The Harvest Festival; and Village crime 

we are planning the First West Village Harvest Festival on sat., Oct. 27, 
with food, folk musiq:and fun from Barrow to Bethune st. along Hudson st. 
Neighboring block associations will be invited to participate. We want your 
presence at our meeting on Tues., Sept. 25, to help plan the event and to 
volunteer for specific assignments. We do not plan to hold a special sale at 
the bookstore (10th st. ,, Greenwich st.) this fall, but we can be found there 
most weekend afternoons between about 2 and 5. Please come by. 

PROBABLE LAW SUIT AGAINST UNITED PARCEL: The approval voted by the outgoing 
Board of Estimate for a massive expansion of united Parcel's sorting site in 
western Soho along Washington and Greenwich streets came as a real shocker. 
we doubt there is a more polluted site in the City. This area contains the 
entry to the Holland Tunnel, endless canal street traffic and the greatest 
part of the traffic diverted from crossing Staten Island. Only gross 
negligence could explain such a decision, one that will certainly add more 
hydrocarbons to an already heavily polluted site, only total lack of 
consideration would jam more traffic into an area already jammed with 
traffic. A hint of what is to come may be judged from UP's own estimat~ that 
the expansion will bring 1,000 more truck trips through our streets daily. 
We are convinced that such growth in truck traffic will have a far g:t"eater 
impact on our community than the presence of a prison barge on our shoreline. 
Therefore, together with other Village groups, we have met with a law firm 
to discuss the probability of filing a suit against the United Parcel 
expansion on environmental grounds. If that action goes forward we will 
undoubtedly be coming back to you for financial support. 

THE JANE STREET GARDEN: Good news: we have reached an agreement with the 
Department of Transportation to share . the cost of laying a new sidewalk 
around the Jane Street Garden. At the same time, since our lease on this 
space is for 25 years, we think it will be worthwhile to put in a water 
supply on the site. There are no hydrants within reach. This means opening 
the street, attaching to the main and running a line into the garden. Jane 
street Neighbors and the Chase Manhatten Bank have contributed $500 each 
toward this and other contributions are welcome. The bad news: the gar4en is 
being pulled apart by a young thief who has torn up hostas, all the 
rhododendron, six rose bushes, masses of caladiums. He is young, tall, 
athletic, with dredlocks framing his face. He has been seen digging up 
plantings in Bank Street and Bob Smith thinks he is the same young man who 
is ripping off neighborhood plant shops as well as plantings along Horatio 
street. We have routinely reported his activities to the sixth Precinct, but 
realize that they have better things to do than look for a plant thief. But 
if you should see him in the garden or climbing the fence, please call 911, 
or Bill Bowser, at once. 

HELP FOR LIBERTY HIGH SCHOOL: Responding to a call for help from the West 
Village CommitteE9, councilwoman carol Greitzer and her staff members, Keith 



Mitchell and Ed Schyler, have kept pressuring the Board of Education to 
correct serious violations at Liberty High School, w. 18th st. Help from the 
community was critical because Liberty's young immigrant students and their 
non-English-speaking parents couldn't lobby for themselves. WVC's Richard 
Spiegel and Barbara Fisher work at Liberty as does Horatio street resident 
carol Yankay. The success of this effort is a good reminder of how effective 
our elected officials can sometimes be when the community needs help in 
dealing with city agencies. Keep the phone numbers and addresses of elected 
officials where you can find them. They can't help until you ask for help. 
The West Village committee is working with Councilwoman Greitzer on the issue 
of local crime. 

WATERFRONT ESPLANADE: In the last issue of the Newsletter, we reported that 
a decision had been made to connect all Village streets to the planned 9-A 
Highway, based on information given by a source we considered reliable. We 
are happy to correct this and report that Community Board 2 has not accepted 
such a plan. However, some of the proposals for the waterside esplanade are 
disturbing. The last thing Greenwich Village needs is a massive high-rent 
housing project on the Pier 40 site. Deputy Mayor Barbara Fife's suggestion 
for building more Battery Park City highrises along the east side of West 
Street "in order to pay for a waterside park" is outrageous as is her use of 
Jane Jacobs' language claiming that such high rises would "keep eyes on the 
park." In the past month we have heard people declare that we must accept 
the fact that our community is a "Coney Island" overrun by fun-seekers. We 
are not a Coney Island unless we allow ourselves to be made into one. What 
we need along our waterfront is an extension of Riverside Park. Get the 
grassy esplanade first with benches to sit on, and then plan over the next 
20 years what else will go where. But stop coming up with football fields, 
bandshells and artificial islands out in the Hudson. Artificial islands in 
the Hudson in Lower Manahattan may well permit construction of high rises in 
the water beyond our shoreline. A grassy esplanade would be open to all. We 
would like to ask that those who live far from it but who are planning the 
varied activities of the esplanade to remember that it is through our blocks 
near the waterfront that the fun-seekers will travel. 

ABINGDON SQUARE: community Board 2 is expected to hold a public hearing on 
Oct. 18, following a hearing on Oct. 10 by the Parks Committee, dealing with 
proposals for changes in both Bleecker Playground and historic Abingdon 
Square Park. we understand that there is a group proposing to extend the 
playground through the sitting space all the way to 11th Street. Bleecker 
Playground w:as designed originally to be so extended. Another proposal would 
remove the benches outside Abingdon on the Hudson Street side and make 
massive planting of greenery and flowers inside the park. The children's 
swing area would be retained. We would support such a plan for a passive 
park if no other play equipment is proposed. The swing area is inconsistent 
with the overall design of historic Abingdon, but it is there. We would 
accept it. 

We wish to acknowledge contributions from the following: William A. 
Blackmon, Jr., Anonymous, Eleanor St. Germain, James B. Ranck,Jr., Carole De 
Saram, and Elizabeth Hicks (in memory of Michael Brozen). Michael Brozen is 
one of those memorialized on the plaque beside the art work on the wall of 
the 14th st./Sth Av. subway. Michael was a classical composer, and a good 
friend and neighbor on Horatio Street. We very much regret to record here the 
death of Lee Hubert late last spring following a long illness. Lee and her 
late husband, Ed, were long-time Westbeth residents and were outstanding 
friends and supporters of wvc. We miss them both. 
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Westway II Alert October 10, 1990 

CALLS, LB"l"l'BRS NEEDED TO STOP $40 MILLION WESTWAY PAYBACK 

It 'a not too late to stop the unnecessary $40 mi 11 ion 
"Westway payback" which Mayor Dinkins included in the 1990 capital 
budget. It's crucial that this premature payback be stopped--not 
only to keep $40 million from being wasted when the city is facing 
massive budget cuts, but also to prevent misuse of the Westway area 
of the waterfront and Hudson River. 

But tiae ia abort. Gov. Cuomo is expected to decide whether 
or not to submit another application for a payback waiver right 
after his Waterfront Panel's hearing on Monday October 15th. (See 
flier enclosed.) The Governor and the Mayor have a legal obliga
tion to see that a good faith application for the maximum payback 
waiver is submitted to the u.s. D1epartment of Transportation. The 
State's initial sham application did not meet that test, as State 

_Assemblymember Richard Gottfried, Comptroller Liz Holtzman's 
office and others pointed out in excellent letters to the State. 

If Governor Cuomo refuses to submit an approvable application, 
Mayor Dinkins wi 11 have to decide quickly whether to approve the 
outrageously wasteful $40 million check. If he does, Coaptroller 
Liz Holtzman can still refuse to co-sign the check. But once a 
City check goes out to the State, and the State sends its check to 
Washington, the money will be gone. And a crucial form of protec
tion for the river and hoped-for waterfront park will also have 
been lost. (See clips on reverse.) 

PLEASE WRITE TO MAYOR DINKIHS ~ GOV. CUOMO 'l'ODAYl 

Mayor David Dinkins 
City Hall 
New York, NY 10007 

5a!ple letters: 

Governor Mario Cuono 
Executive Chambers 
Albany NY 12224 

Dear Mayor Dinkins: Dear Governor Cuono: 
Please cut the $40 milliai for Please live up to yoor legal com-

an unnecessary Westway payback fran mi tment to submit a gocxi faith appli-
the budget, arxi direct your appoin- catiai for a maxinum federal payback 
tees not to issue or sign the check. waiver for the Westway right-of-way. 
Please also urge Gov. CUono to live The waiver will be approved if yoo 
up to his legal commitment to sul:r agree to use this priceless section 
mit a good faith awlicatiai for the of the Hudson River and its shore
maxinum payback waiver instead. line as a river, bikeway arXi park. 
A prema.ture payback would aily clear the way for heavily subsidized water
front develcpment which citizens don't want arXi can't afford. 

Sincerely, 

Also wn.te to NYC Coaptroller Liz Holtzman, Municipal Building, NYC 10007. 
Ur her not to si check for a renature, wasteful Westwa back. 

CLEAR AIR CAMPAIGH URGEHTLY NEEDS TAX-DEDUCTIBLE CO!lTRIBUTIOHS 
FROM $5 TO $3,0001 WE ALSO lllEBD MORE VOLUHTEERS TO DO MAILINGS 
LIKE _THIS ONE, AND FOR PHONING, OFFICE WORK, TABLING & FUNDRAISING. 

NYCClnn AirCam.-ip's i.11 liMncial report filed with'""' Orv• al S1a1r ma• ho 
.. tai...t hy writi .. to: N.Y. °"Pl · al S1a1r. Oiiier al ci..ritin llrai•traliun. 
Al_ban,. N.Y. ll2JI, or to NYC Clean Air Cam.-ip 
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Meeting date: Tuesday, Oct. 23, 
Place: St. John's farish Hall, 

224 Waverly Place; at 7:30 PM 
Newsletter Volume )QCX, No. 10 

York 10014 • (1112) 243-0782 

AGENDA: The Harvest Festival 

1990 

Time will be spent planning final details of the West Village Harvest Festival on Saturday, 
Oct. 27, which The West Village Conunittee is sponsoring. Volunteers are needed for many of 
the day's activities. Indian dancers will be the featured entertainment of the day along 
with some great folk singing.,. The presence of Indian dancers acknolilledges Indians as the 
first permanent residents and farmers in the West Village area. 

In addition to books and WVC sweatshirts, we would like to have a whit.e elephant table. If 
you have white elephants to donate, call us as soon as possible so that we may accuniulate 
your donations and have them priced and ready for sale. We are also looking for a person 
licensed to sell food to manage a food table. 

UNITED PARCEL. We are still talking to law firms about taking on a suit to stop the pro
posed massive increase of the present United Parcel facility which could add 1,000 additional 
daily truck trips through our heavily polluted streets. Cost estimates range from around 
$100,000 to $200,000 for such a suit. And the time clock is running out. 

RUTH WITTENBERG. The death of Ruth Wittenberg at age 91 is a genuine loss to Greenwich 
Village and to preservationists everywhere. She taught us many thiags, including standing 
your ground alone on an issue if necessary against the howling mob. We recall that maybe 
15 years ago, having spent a difficult day before the Landmarks Conunission, and in returning 
to the Village that evening via the Church Street bus, she told us that she sensed that we 
were somewhat shy and tortured in having to take a public stand on issues. She added that 
she understood because she had suffered terribly when she was young from fear of public de
nunciation. She mentioned a particular Conununity Board member, saying, "You've heard how 
insulting he is to me," but added that at her advanced age "it just rolls off my back." 
Another time she laughingly told us about an interview granted to a young NYU student, who 
in the course of the interview addressed Mrs. Wittenberg as "one of the stodgy conserva
tive types who run the Village." She laughed and said, "I didn't tell him anything." What 
she did not tell the student was that before women were alloliled to vote and when she in 
fact was still in her teens, she had close ties to Eugene Debs and the Socialist Party, and 
served for a time as Secretary of the Socialist Party. One devout admirer was Anthony 
Tung, a past member of the Landmarks Preservation Commission, who after a brief time in 
getting used to her style, which often included the repetition of t~e same phrase or 
sentence shouted out over and over again, came to consider Ruth Wittenberg a relentless 
warrior for historic preservation.. Memorial service :a:w. 18, 2 FM, Jeffea;ai ~ lltraty'"'. 

HILDA GARBER. Garber's Hardware is an institution in the West Village, and Mrs. Henry 
Garber was a very helpful part of that institution.. Hilda Garber was always considerate 
and accommodating, and many of us sought her out to help us when shopping in the store,.. We 
very much regret her death following a long· illness and belatedly extend 9ur sympathy to 
her family., 

THE 21ST CENTURY BOND ACT. We regard the highly advertized Bond Act as a major means of 
overdeveloping the Hudson waterfront with major development on piers both in the Village 
and in Chelsea out into the water.. What we need is the creation of a grassy strip along 
the Hudson in this century, not the 21st, with changes and details li>eing added over the next 
20, 30 and 40 years.. The only reason the broke City and more broke State insist on repaying 
the Feds $80 in the Westway deal is because the Feds would require that the waterfront be 
left an open sceni.c st..:ip with walkway, bicycle path, etc.. By repaying it frees the City 
and State to open the area to a dictatorial authority such ae Public Development, with public 
funde, to develop against a community's will.. You vote for th• Bond Act at your own ri•k. 

On the reverse side we have reproduced the NYC Clean Air Campaign'• detailed statement 
for action on the Westway payback •. 
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THE WEST VILLAGE COlllllTTEE 
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AGBHDA 
1) City Council Districting Program as established by the new City 
Charter; Ronald Jacobowitz, a spokesman for the NYC Districting 
Commission will speak and answer questions 
2) The Waterfront Park and the Westway Payback Waiver 
3) Stopping the Bleecker Street Fence 

VILLAGE ON THE WATER'S EDGE EXHIBIT MOVES TO PORBES GALLERIES 
The Greenwich Village Society for Historic Preservation's splendid 
exhibit entitled "Greenwich Village on the Water's Edge: The 
Survival of a Neighborhood," which had a long run at the Municipal 
Art Society, has reopened at the Forbes Magazine Galleries, 62 5th 
Avenue, through Feb. 28th. The space at Forbes will only allow the 
small-scale model; the exhibit deals with the unlandmarked Western 
third of Greenwich Village, the oldest part of our community. The 
galleries are closed Sundays and Mondays; Thursdays are reserved 
for group viewings, and admission is free Tues. through Sat., 10 AM 
to 4 PM. For information call (212) 206-5548. 

PINAL APPEAL TOWARD DISCONNECTING VILLAGE STREETS FROM ROUTE tA 
Last November we requested that residents whose buildings have 
suffered structural damage (broken facades, fallen moldings, etc.) 
from excessive traffic traversing our narrow streets should put it 
in writing and mail complaints to us as soon as possible. We are 
told that the Route 9A folks are about to consider whether to cut 
Village streets off from the new highway (as they were cut off from 
the old elevated Miller Highway). This is your last chance to help 
with this issue. Our streets are small, narrow and crooked and were 
never intended to feed superhighways. Please help. 

STOP DEVELOPMENT OH THE HUDSON RIVER WATERFRONT 
If the State develops "a scenic view" along the Hudson River waterfront to 
enhance Route 9A, it is not necessary to repay the Feds an estimated $40 million 
of Westway funds. But Governor Cuomo is insisting on the payback and is 
pressuring Mayor Dinkins to come up with the City's share and to co-sign an 
agreement for the payback. This will then free the waterfront up for the Governor 
to create a dictatorial entity to take over and develop the waterfront against 
the wishes of local communities. The most likely entities would be the Urban 
Development Corporation, the Public Development Corporation or even the Port 
Authority. we urge you to write immediately to Governor Cuomo and insist that he 
go for the payback waiver -- keep the $40 million and create a waterside park. 
If in fact he has· $40M elsewhere to throw around considering the State's $6 
billion indebtedness, think what $40 million could do for the mentally ill 
returned to hospital care, for the homeless, for daycare centers, for teachers' 
pay. We urge you to write to Mayor David Dinkins, City Hall, New York NY 10007 
and ask him not to sign the Governor's proposal which would open our waterfront 
and the Hudson River to unbridled development. Send copies of your letter to 
Comptroller Elizabeth Holtzman and to Borough President Ruth Messinger, both 
addressed at the Municipal Building, New York NY 10007. Act on this now because 
the Governor is about to drop his ill-conceived plan before us in March. 



WHY WE DO NOT WANT A FENCE AROUND BLEECKER PARK 
When Bleecker Playground was laid out with the support of the West 
Village Committee, there were objections to what amounted to 
cutting Bank Street into two parts, and so to ·satisfy these 
objections a right-of-way path was created from Blee~ker to Hudson. 
Bleecker Playground occupied the Western end of the open space, and 
the park area with benches under the lindens was int~nded for adult 
and mixed use from the beginning. It is enough that the Department 
of Parks has recently mutilated the linden trees. It is more than 
enough that the public toilets in Bleecker have combination 
locks. The intention of the Parks Department to fence in this 
sitting end of Bleecker "to drive the homeles!? to another 
community" is only one more step toward privatizing: public park 
space to benefit a vocal minority. If this administ~ation had any 
real moral values, they would be trying to help the homeless and 
not be jumping a mile high every time this aff luent minority 
barked. The issue of fencing in the linden tree ark a of Bleecker 
will come before the Landmarks Preservation Commission sometime in 
March. We urge those of you opposed to this further privatization 
of public space to write now to Commissioner Laurie Beckelman, 
Landmarks Preservation Commission, 225 Broadway, New York, NY 
10007. 

THE LOSSES OF WINTER 
We regret to announce the recent death of a good Greenwich Street neighbor, CORA 
KENNEDY. A very creative individual, she was an outstanding instructor at the 
School of Visual Arts; she also served as contributing editor of Popular 
Photography. A memorial service is set for 6:30 PM, Feb. 28, St. Luke's Church. 

TBANKS TO THESE CONTRIBUTORS 
We offer our sincere thanks to the following for generous donations: Robert 
Harris, Howard Milbert, Barbara H. Datesh, Ann Lye, Jessie McNab, Yvette 
Raderman, Mildred Loftus, Dan Samuels, Dina Paisner, Suzanne Bradley, Michael & 
Sheila Marantz, Marcia and Marvin Schlaff, Lillian Geltman, Jean F. Wardle, 
Tribeca Community Association, Mildred Orlans, Richard B. Barnett, Harrison 
Starr, Jack Taylor, Henriette Montgomery, Helen G. Tierney, J. Davis, J. Godwin, 
Muriel W. Richardson, Barry Benepe, Robert and Margery Boyar, Jacqueline 
Henderson, William D. Eppes, Jean D. Crawford, Ann McMillan, Edward c. Stevenson, 
Brian Carroll and three anonymous gifts. 

THE PATH VENT TOWER AT THE FOOT OF MORTON STREET 
The fight against the multi-storey Path Vent Tower near the foot of Morton St. 
continues although the frame of the tower has begun to take shape above ground. 
Bill Hine has come up with documentation from top engineer, J. Barrie Graham, 
which would indicate that a totally underground venting system could be far 
superior to the monster the Port Authority insists upon constructing. We urge 
once again letters to Governor Mario Cuomo demanding that he require the Port 
Authority to study the Graham recommendations. The Governor' Iii addrelils is 
Executive Chamber, The Capitol, Albany, NY 12224. We suggest sending copies of 
letters to Mary Ann Crotty, Director of State Operations at the same address, 
just to be sure that a person close to t:he Governor reads the mail. 

POST SCRIPTS 
The suit againEt the enlargement of the United Parcel Service facility along 
Greenwich Street has been filed, and the latest information indicateE that about 
half of the $50,000 estimated cost has been raised, thanks to many generous 
checks from WVC members. Please memo all checks for the purpose you intend -
such ae general expenses (postage, duplicating, etc.), UPS suit, the Jane Street 
Garden, Jefferson Market Rock Garden area, etc. At the moment we are closing in 
on the annual base costs for the Jane Street Garden - approximately $900 in rent 
and insurance fees. 

Contributions to The West Village Committee Inc. are tax deductible. 

"SllllD:illil.J. THE WEST VILLAGE COMMITTEE 
702 GREENWICH STREET • NEW YORK, NEW YORK 10014 
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. AGENDA; Continuing the fight for our parks. 

WEST VILLAGE PARKS: BLEECKER STREET 
On Tuesday, April 16, the NYC Landmarks Preservation Commission unanimously 
issued a report to the Parks Department which describes a proposed fence around 
the plaza end of Bleecker Park in strong language as inappropriate whether it is 
temporary or permanent. The Landmarks vote is advisory, but since the proposed 
installation of a fence is on City property and is a question of aesthetics, the 
proposal must now go before the Art Commission. The ruling of the Art Co!M)ission 
is binding. We understand that our founder, Jane Jacobs, and her architect 
husband, Robert Hyde Jacobs, sent a telegram in support of our position opposing 
the fence. And Robert Nichols, who designed Bleecker Park, wrote a letter of 
protest. Sandi Simmons, Carole DeSaram, Christabel Gough, and many others wrote 
excellent letters to Landmarks, and we will not forget this support in future. 
We urge you now to write immediately to The Hon. Nanette Smith, Acting Executive 
Director, The Art Commission, City Hall, New York, NY 10007, and express your 
objections to fencing in Bleecker plaza, one of the most beautiful sites in any 
City park. We also urge letters to Mayor Dinkins at City Hall, NY NY 10007. 

WEST VILLAGE PARKS: ABINGDON SQUARE 
At a time when we were trying seriously to meet a compromise solution with BBOP 
in making park improvements, and despite the fact that we were constantly told 
that if we didn't allow the swings to remain in Abingdon they would send street 
people from all over into it, and other unfriendly threats, we said as we have 
proposed for years that Abingdon should be turned into a magnificent green park 
because it is the center of our world in the West Village. We were also willing 
to pay for turning it into a magnificent planting and supply appropriate cast 
iron gates. Instead Pat Pomposello and BBOP have settled for planting in tree 
pits of very mature London plane trees. It is not what we had in mind. In fact 
some years ago we paid a professional landscape architect to design planting for 
Abingdon. We have put thousands of dollars into our parks over many years. We 
have cleaned Abingdon repeatedly, often in the late afternoon, until our waste 
can on a dolly was stolen from the Jane Street Garden. We recall seven years ago 
when there was a push to turn Abingdon into a children's playground and the City 
put cannisters on the lampposts to sample the pollution, and we saw the young 
parents turning the cans upside down . A recent report of the pollution in the 
Bleecker sandpit is appalling: it is lead in the air, not dog feces. Hudson 
Street now carries much of the uptown traffic load which once would have been on 
the old Miller Highway. And when a member mentioned that the wall behind 
Seravalli Playground might serve for a magnificent mural, we learned at the next 
meeting that BBOP was negotiating with the building owners to have children's 
paintings on the wall. Not a very imaginative group when they grasp at all of our 
ideas and mutilate them. But we do know when we have been ignored and cut out of 
all negotiations on our parks. Pat Pomposello is the man who knows how to do it. 
The ·City may wait a while before we lift a broom again or drop a $1 in the pot. 
And we are more than a little tired of seeing the parks and the crime scene in 
the West Village constantly politicized. Enough already! 

AUTO-FREE NEW YORK 
If you want to join the battle to improve mass transit and work to keep more cars 
from coming into the City, we suggest that you join and subscribe to AUTO-FREE 
NEW YORK, 494 Broadway, NYC 10012, $20 per year, telephone (212) 475-3394. 

SYMPOSIUM ON OPEN SPACES PROPOSED 
We are hoping to have our May meeting be a symposium on the creation and use of 
public open spaces. 
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Bleecker Street Park, New York City 

An Open Letter to Those Who Love Our City 

The Parks Department has proposed to put a five-foot-high 
chain link fence around this lovely open area known as 
Bleecker Street Park located at Bleecker and Eleventh 
Streets in Manhattan's West Village. 

This beautiful red brick surfaced area now shaded by 
twenty mature Linden trees was designed by Bob Nichols of 
the Metropolitan Museum of Art and completed under the 
leadership of urban planner Jane Jacobs and the West 
Village Committee. Intended as an open walk-through and 
sitting area, it is at the heart of our neighborhood. 
Many visitors consider this the most beautiful gem of the 
entire New York City parks system, with it trees and spa
cial qualities fashioned after the Luxembourg Gardens of 
Paris. 

We believe that to enclose this park would be to destroy 
it. Over 700 neighborhood residents have signed peti
tions, written letters and spoken at public meetings in 
opposition to a fence. Jane Jacobs and Bob Nichols have 
written in oppositon. The West Village Committee is 
opposed. 

Please help us by visiting our park if you haven't seen 
it and by adding your voice to ours to save Bleecker 
Street Park as open space. 

Please write to The Honorable David F. Dinkins, Mayor of 
the City of New York, City Hall, New York, N. Y. 10007 or 
call his office at (212) 566-5770. Urge him to hear the 
many voices of those who believe that this unique open 
space in our midst nurtures our hope and provides 
inspiration for us to believe in this city and that it 
can be a civilized place. 

Sincerely, 

Concerned Citizens for Village Parks and Playgrounds 
Telephone: (212) 924-5258 or 989-1521 

The West Village Convnittee 
Telephone: (212) 243-0762 
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SAVE GREENWICH VILLAGE AS A VOICE P'OR DOWHTOWH MEW YORK 

The New York City Districting Commiss ion will hold a final public hearing on Tuesday, 
May 28 at City Hall in the old Board of Estimate chamber to hear testimony on their 
plan to create new City Council districts, sign-in at 5:50, hearing at 6 PM. Their 
recent plan for the Village was to cut it into three parts: north of Christopher the 
West Village would be joined into a new district reaching through Chelsea, and as far 
north as 59th Street; south of Christopher, the Village would be joined to part of 
SoHo, Chinatown and other westerly communities; and east of Fifth Avenue the Village 
would be made part of NoHo, SoHo, the Lo~er East Side, etc. If we ask why Greenwich 
Village, one of the most famous neighborhoods in the world, is being chopped asunder, 
we are told that the hope is to allow the northern sector to elect a gay candidate, the 
southern sector to elect a minority Chinese person, and the eastern sector ~o elect an 
Hispanic candidate. A later aap published May 16 reduce• the •licing of the Village 
into only two parts: east of Sixth Avenue goes with Chinatown and part• of the Lower 
East Side; the Village west of Sixth Avenue remains in the Chelsea-Clinton District 
stretching to 59th Street. We regard all of these rea•ons given •• cover• for the real 
reason to disembowel the Village: to destroy our voice on community i••u••· If you 
think you cannot attend the hearing, write a letter of protest immediately to Alan 
Gartner, Execut ive Director, NYC Districting Commission, 11 Park Place, Suite 1616, NY, 
NY 10007. And remember ~hat masses of protesting people can win battles. Our previous 
testimony is enclosed to help you compose your letter or speech. On the reverse side 
of our testimony is the map showing the Village sliced in two parts. PLEASE HELP! 

BETRAYAL ON BLEECKER PLAZA 

On May 8 word came from the Parks Department that they had given up all plans to fence 
Bleecker Park plaza; a week later several trucks rolled in to drill holes for fence 
poles in preparation for chain-linking the walk-through right-of-way from Bleecker to 
Hudson Street, and next day the trucks rolled up with the fence poles. In both 
instances, opponents of the fence poured into the plaza to protest, sat on the benches 
about to be destroyed and taunted Parks employees to call the police. Parks finally 
called off further mutilation of the plaza until the matter could be taken to the 
Community Board. This reminded us of the encounter we had with a young father who is 
part of the group pressing for more playgrmind space for children. He told me that they 
hoped to take over all our small parks and make them . kids' playgrounds, and that if 
they failed they would all move out of town and take th~ir large incomes with them. "We 
are the important tax base" he said and the City "cannot do without us." He added 
nobody should be expected to provide public space for old people who are "too poor and 
too old to move,'' reminding us again that "We young parents are the important people 
in this community." And so a very tiny minority of the community seems determined to 
repeat the mistakes made in Washington Square 25 years ago. We urge you to write today 
to Mayor Dav id Dinkins, City Hall, NY, NY 10007 and urge him to stop the Parks 
Department's planned destruction of Bleecker Park plaza, a prime public space for the 
elderly and all of us. 

THANKS TO THESE CONTRIBUTORS 

We offer sincere thanks to the following for recent contributions: Maxine Redding, Joan 
Rosenfelt, Mildred Loftus, Bernard and Harriet Lichtman, Laura Beer, Jessie McNab, 
Katherine Detweiler, James E. Shaw, Jack Taylor, and two anonymous donors. We are also 
grateful to Knox Burger for a gift of new books. 

A LOSS OF FRIENDS 
We regret to record here the recent death of Jeanie Meurer, Greenwich Street, a lovely 
and charming lady beloved by her neighbors. We also record here the death of Barbara 
Peart, a long-time resident in Greenwich Street, an artist who spent many hours 
painting in the Jane Street Garden and other peaceful places. Although she was nearing 
80 years, because of the softness of her features she always appeared 20 or more years 
younger. We wish both of these lovely ladies gardens to tend and paint. 

**Contributions to The West Village Committee, Inc. are tax deductible.** 





SHOP IN THE GAHSEVOORT GRBBNMARKBT 

We are now four weeks into the 1991 season of: the Gansevoort 
Greenmarket on the edge of the meat market between 9th Avenue and 
Hudson Street. Largely an organic market, it boasts fresh locally
grown vegetables including some exotic one~, the best bread in town 
from the Olson sisters, first-rate live plants for gardeners from 
Anton Wagonhoffer, very fresh fish, home-baked pastries, etc. We 
agreed to act as local sponsor for this market because dozens of 
Villagers told us that Union Square was too far to carry their 
purchases. We believe that the Greenmarket progr~m as created by 
Barry Benepe is one of the few good things ~o happen in the City in 
the past decade. Gansevoort is a charming market and deserves your 
support. It is open by 8 AM on Saturdays and closes by 1 PM. Try 
Gansevoort this Saturday. You'll like it. It has a reputation for 
being the friendliest of the Greenmarkets, and has loyal customers 
from both the far upper East and West sides. 

WVC TO PARTICIPATE IN FEDERATION'S SUMMER FESTIVAL 

The West Village Committee will have a space on the east side of 
Hudson street between 10th and Charles Street in the Summer 
Festival on Saturday, June 22, sponsored by the Federation to 
Preserve the Waterfront; rain date is Saturday, July 6. The fair 
will be open from 12 Noon until 8 PM. our stall will consist 
largely of books and records. We need volunteers to help man and 
guard our space during the day . . Please give us a phone call if you 
can spare some time. (We have scheduled our own Harvest Festival on 
Hudson Street for the last week Saturday in October.) 

VISIT TBB BOOKSTORE - OPBN ON WEEKEND AFTERNOONS 

The West Village Committee bookstore at 10th and Greenwich Street 
is open on most weekend afternoons from 1 or 2 until around s. It 
is a pleasant place to stop in, to browse; to visit and chat. We 
will be open on the Federation's Summer Festival Day. But don't 
look for us on the worst hot days or on coldest winter days: there 
is no heat and no air conditioning. 

JAMB STRBBT GARDEN VOLOHTBBRS 

We are looking for volunteers to sit with the Jane Street Garden 
and keep the gate open to welcome visitors, especially on weekend 
afternoons. We have posted notices on the bulletin board to say 
that the garden is open to the public but people advertising their 
own wares have torn the notices down. Call 243-0762 to volunteer. 
It is a lovely way to spend a quiet summer afternoon. 

Reminder: No meetings will be held ih July-August. 



THE DISASTER PRODUCED BY THE NYC DISTRICTING COMMISSION 

The New York City Districting Com.mission has done a gerrymandering 
worthy of Boss Tweed. The com.mission's mission included the 
creation of districts which will make possible a greater 
representation of minorities in the Council - and which will 
respect community lines. The latter requirement has been largely 
ignored, and it is doubtful if any minority candidate can be 
elected in the three Lower Manhattan districts. Greenwich Village 
is cut into parts, the largest part being placed with 
Chelsea/Clinton in a district that runs as far north as Lincoln 
Center. The Village east of 6th Avenue is placed with most of SoHo, 
Tribeca and Chinatown. Most of the Lower East Side is placed with 
Gramercy Park. For decades the Village has been the loud voice 
protesting political goofs in Lower Manhattan. We fought the 
Westway ripoff to the last ditch, while much of the leadership in 
Chelsea and Clinton supported the boondoggle. We are not a midtown 
entity and should not be tied into midtown. The areas of NoHo and 
SoHo have recently been graced with those names, but they are 
historically part of the traditional Greenwich Village and we 
should in no way be separated from them. Tribeca, NoHo and SoHo are 
communities of artists and we bear natural bonds to them. The 
Commission has said they are creating a "cjay" district by melding 
us with Chelsea/Clinton, and an "Asian" district largely south of 
canal, and a "Latino" district attached to Gramercy Park. This is 
a lot of clap-trap. They are dividing communities into many parts 
to silence our voices on local issues and to destroy our power. We 
urge all members to write strong letters of objection regarding 
this gerrymandering to: 

Regional Director Patricia Glenn 
Department of Justice, NY Regional Office 
26 Federal Plaza, Suite 3402 
New York, NY 10278 

Or call (212) 264-0700 to make your complaint. The Department of 
Justice in Washington will issue a final ' decision on the 
districting plan. A Lower East Side civic group is already filing 
a suit against the Commission. We applaud their action, but are 
heeding legal advice which suggests that minority groups have a 
greater chance of winning such a suit. 

SINCERE THANICS TO THESE CONTRIBUTORS 

We wish to thank the following contributors for generous donations 
during the past month: Hilda Hellyer, Eleanor st. Germain, Ann 
McMillan and one anonymous donor. We are also grateful for the fine 
art book collection given us from Barbara Peart's estate. 

t,::Ji~Ji~~~;;~~ ~e .foBowl n:;i p~pose: 
',·. '_!' :.' · .'""'(i~Jle.t~! p:q.rposes ·(pos.tag,e/printing) .-- Jane st.Garden 
( :>,:"~~·".>· "~'¥ :th*i~:-~n;· :· . c-"-~, .. ''-~ .. . . 

·, ... , .. ; Jeff~~son 'Market Rock Garden Area UPS Lawsuit 
r- _.;;y ;;w»~MK~.,<}wi+,,;+·~.,, ·',;.>. · 

ADDRESS PHONE 

village Cornn\ittee Inc. are tax-deductible. 



7 /8 

702 Greenwich Street • New York, New York 10014 • (212) 243-0782 

ENCOURAGE CONSERVATION AND RECREATION USES OF HIGHWAY FUNDS 

We enclose a sheet from the Clean Air Campaign which discusses 
issues now before the House Public Works and Transportation 
Committee. It sets reasonable arguments against allowing funds to 
be used for wetlands mitigation. What is today called mitigation 
can tomorrow be acres of landfill on the Hudson shoreline. We have 
a real need to use funds from canceled interstates to improve the 
environment and create visually beautiful recreation space. The 
vote of the committee is supposed to take place by Thursday, July 
25, but these measures will still be voted on by the full Senate 
and House. Villagers come from many parts of the country. We urge 
you to ask your friends and relatives across the country to call 
their Congressmen to support the position of the Clean Air Campaign 
which we endorse. · 

A 'NO BUILD' HIGHWAY ALTERNATIVE ALONG THE HUDSON 

Transportation Alternatives has recently come forward with a "No 
Build" alternative for a Route 9A solution along the Hudson River, 
with the sensible proposal that the highway funds be used to 
improve the transit system in the city. We applaud their efforts. 
Neither crime nor the recession killed midtown Manhattan as a 
shopping center. Traffic congestion killed .midtown. Transportation 
Alternatives will have their first public display of their design 
at the Greenwicp House Music School, 46 Barrow Street, Wednesday, 
July 31, at 7:30 P.M. We urge you to attend. 

THE HOUSING WORKS THRIFT SHOP FOR HIV AND AIDS 

We are very pleased to learn that a group called the Housing Works 
is planning a Thrift Shop to provide housing for homeless with HIV 
and AIDS. The shop will depend upon donated items. They will need 
volunteers as well as goods. We urge interested persons to phone 
(212) 966-0466 for information. They are at 594 Broadway. 

THE GANSEVOORT GREENMARKET 

We urge residents to patronize the Gansevoort Greenmarket on 
Saturday mornings, and if you have comments about the market, do 
not call us - call Greenmarket headquarters at 477-3220. Too often 
our Greenmarket has been used as a testing ground. Recently fruit 
and corn and other seasonal edibles were being advertised on our 
lamp posts as being available when none of them were. It has made · 
for some unhappy shoppers. As of last Saturday, however, three 
farmers did offer fresh corn. Don't give up. 

THANKS - Chris Stroligo for printing and Mildred Loftus for books. 



YOU KAY STILL COMPLAIN ON THE CITY COUNCIL DISTRICTING DISASTER 

As we predicted, the U.S. Department of Justice did find fault with 
the gerrymandering package on City Council seats delivered by the 
Districting Commission. Most of the fault so far has been with the 
poor representation afforded Hispanic citizens, to our mind a very 
justified complaint. But the Commission was also supposed to 
respect community boundaries, and Greenwich Village, one of the 
most famous communities in the world, has been cut into three parts 
and placed in different community-board areas. The Commission did 
a real hatchet job on downtown Manhattan, placing the largest part 
of the Village with midtown Clinton, and cutting the Lower East 
Side into two parts. We firmly believe that downtown Manhattan has 
been treated this way, not just to create a "gay" district but to 
weaken or silence our traditionally strong voice on community 
issues. Boss Tweed would be very proud of what the Commission has 
turned out. We followed the wrong advice last time from the League 
of Women Voters to address complaints to NY Regional Director for 
the Department of Justice Patricia Glenn. The correct place to file 
letters of complaint regarding the gerrymandering is to: 

John Dunne, Esq. 
Assistant Attorney General for Civil Rights 
U.S. Department of Justice 
10th and Constitution 
Washington, D.C. 20530 

We sincerely hope that minority groups will gain some recognition 
and some power from the realigning of Council Districts. We would 
like to think that the special community of Greenwich Village will 
also make its objections known. 

THB LOSSES OP SUMMER 

We regret to record here the death of Beatrice Auster, w. 12th st., 
following a brief illness. She is survived by her husband, Al. Bea 
was full of compassion for humanity and for the animal world, and 
will be missed by her many friends. 

SINCERB THANltS TO THESE CONTRIBUTORS 

We wish to thank the following contributors for generous donations 
during the past month: Alathea Smit, Ro.slyn Kramer, Donald P. 
Waldauer, Henry Senber and two anonymous donations. 

--· Jane st.Garden 

UPS Lawsuit 

.... .......; . 

ADDRESS PHONE 

Ipc. are tax-deductible. 
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CHRISTMAS TREES COMING 

We expect our friends from Vermont to arrive the first week of December to sell 
Christmas trees on the Jane Street Garden sidewalk. We will be selling Christmas 
wreaths for $12 each, sometimes from the garden, sometimes from our bookstore at 
10th and Greenwich Sta. Call 243-0762 to place an order for a wreath. 

ANNUAL PARTY TO CELEBRATE SURVIVAL OF THE COMMUNITY 

The by-laws of the West Village Committee require that a party be held every year 
to celebrate the survival of the Greenwich Village community following the defeat 
of the condemnation of the area west of Hudson street to the Hudson River to the 
wreckers• ball back in the •sos. With this annual event we come to honor Jane 
Jacobs, who founded the West Village Committee, and other leaders such as Rachele 
Wall. Many of the loyalists from those early days are now gone but are still 
remembered on this occasion. But many are still with us - the O'Reillys from 
Charles Street, the Senbers from Horatio Street, the Segala from Jane Street, to 
mention a few - we can take joy in encountering them day by day, or reading their 
notes of greeting. This year's party is set for Wednesday, December 4 in St. 
John's Parish Ball, 224 Waverly Place, at 7:30 PM. A complete buffet supper will 
be served and the charge is $10 per person. Call 243-0762 to reserve. Please let 
us know by Saturday, November 30, if you plan to attend. We need to calculate how 
many hams and turkeys and salads and pies and cakes to fix. We are counting on 
Ann Lye and Jim Shaw being with us, to give our younger members a chance to meet 
some of the activists from the past who helped to preserve the ' West Village 
community - the oldest historically and today the best of Greenwich Village. 

WE QUESTION THE INTENTIONS OF A WATERFRONT DEVELOPMENT ENTITY 

Both the Governor and the Mayor have often spoken of the need for the creation 
of a development entity for the Manhattan Hudson River Waterfront, and they 
insist that the new ~ighway must be in place before any improvements such as a 
walkway, bikeway or grassy strip along the very edge of the Hudson can even be 
considered. What we fear most is the creation of a dictatorial entity in the 
Hudson River Park Corporation like the Port Authority or Urban Development 
Corporation. The Governor's recent remarks about the need for new development in 
the City to recover the economy send chills of fear down our spine. If the 
waterfront is left alone to be developed only by nature, it will be a blessing 
for untold generations yet unborn. If it is destroyed by development it is gone 
forever. We are tired of seeing the same old formulas to rip down blocks and 
rebuild. If any European city used this sick formula of destroying and rebuilding 
to recover the sick economy, there would be no Rome, no Athens, no Paris, no 
London as e know them. We feel that the City and State have no excuse for not 
seeking a waiver on Westway funds owed to the Feds so that there could 
immediately be money to spend on turning our water~ront into an attractive open 
park. We urge you to write to both Mayor Dinkins and to Governor Mario Cuomo and 
demand no dictatorial waterfront development entity; and to demand a payback 
waiver on Westway funds. Governor's address: Executive Chamber, Albany, New York 
12224 and Mayor David .Dinkins' address: City Hall, New York, New York '10007 

I enclose a contribution for the following purpose: 

General (postage/printing) Jane Street Garden wreath 

Jefferson Market Rock Garden Area UPS Lawsuit party 

Name Address Phone 
Contributions to The West Village Committee Inc. are tax-deductible 



OPPOSE FEES FOR LANDMARKS PERMITS 

we feel very strongly that charging fees for landmarking permits is quite the 
wrong way to go. If you are charged $1,000 for a landmark permit for your 
property, the money does not go to the Landmark Preservat!on Commission but into 
the general city fund. It is estimated that if such a law is passed by the 
Council, it would generate as little as $300,000 per year - a pittance of the 

.City's .fiscal needs. It could geqerate increasing opposition to landmarking 
because it would add to the cost of preserving and improving landmarked 
properties. Landmarking is a major road to preservation, but it will fail if this 
legislation is approved. We urge you to read the enclosed statement from The 
Society for the Architecture of the City, and then sign and mail the enclosed 
post cards to Mayor ... D.inkins and Council Speaker Peter Vallone. · 

OF PUBLIC GARAGES AND HOMES FOR THE HOMELESS 

We think it strange that a city in deep financial straights would be so ready to 
pay nearly two million dollars for a property which is worth only a fraction of 
that amount. There is great suspicion that a deal has been cut with the 
politically-connected Cunningham family to give them a rubberstamp approval on 
a public garage at Charles and Hudson Streets, a license to park and double-park 
Ace limos for-hire on 11th, Perry and Washington Streets, and to enrich them with 
an out-of-line price for property near the foot of 10th and Christopher Sta. We 
are tired of deals plotted by elected officials, making a deal with a few people 
in Charles Street and pretending that they are dealing w~th a block association. 
We are weary of Chairman Richard L. Schaffer of the City Planning Commission 
looking bored as hell with the testimony, gazing heavenward and allowing his 
fingers to dance Swan Lake in front of his nose throughout a hearing. We saw this 
performance before in the hear.ing which gave permission for UPS to quadruple the 
size of ~heir facility in western Sotto. This site is one of worst possible ones 
to house the homeless. The foot of 10th and Christopher Streets and the area 
around it is becoming overrun with social service properties just as the Lower 
East Side was overrun. We have the social services offered by St. Veronica's, 
AIDS shelters, etc. Two blocks away rests the prison ship, and the home for the 
retarded is on Morton Street. There are still drugs in this area and roving bands 
of noisy youths into the wee hours of the morning. There are three primary 
schools - PS 3, St. Luke's and the Community School. The City seems to be trying 
to turn this area into a slum. We think that a refuge for the homeless might be 
found elsewhere in the West Village, but not here. It is curious that of the 
three sites suggested in Manhattan, all are on the West Side and none are planned 
for the East Side. We urge our members to write objecting to a public garage at 
Charles and Hudson - to Borough President Ruth Messinger, Municipal Building, NYC 
10007, to Mayor Dinkins and the Council President }Jeter Vallone. 

SINCERE THANKS TO TBESB CONTRIBUTORS 

We wish to thank t~e following members for generous donations during the past 
month: Dan Samuels,· Jean Gould, Ruth Shaffer, Elizabeth Greenburg, Helen Hafner, 
Joseph and Bernice O'Reilly, Robert Tendler, Joan and Arthur Stoliar, Barbara 
Jaffe~ Robert Harris, Janice R. Moo~e, Elizabeth M. Ehrenfeld, Jessie McNab, 
Robert w. Packer, Irene Lambert, Lillian Geltman, and Anonymous. In addition, we 
have discovered that we missed acknowledging donations from the following back 
in April: Laura Beer, Sheila Maroney, Dina Paisner, Eileen Kelly, William Gross, 
Joseph and Bernice O'Reilly, Arline Baxter, Lucy Kent, Robert Tendler, Jane 
Asche, Martha Ra.ndall Carson, and Anonymous. Our apologies for the oversight. 

THANKS FOR HELPING WITH TBB 2ND ANNUAL HARVEST FESTIVAL 

A lot of credit for the great success of the 2nd Hudson Street Harvest Festival 
goes to Todd Berman and to Hazel Jamee. We were pleased that so many Village 
groups responded to our request to join the fair as guests. Very special thanke
are due to Arline Baxter, Bill Hooks and Al Auster for supplying us with a bounty 
of white elephants for our table. Judy Bendewald, Jessie McNab and Mervin 
Bendewald helped us price items, and on the day of the fair we had long hours of_ 
help from Karen Ginsberg, Jessie McNab, Al Auster, Eliza Bradley, John Johnson, 
Liz Shollenberger, Betty Rinckwitz, Sheila Maroney and Claudia Menza. 
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Meeting Agenda: MARCY BEHS'l'OCK of the Clean Air Campaign will speak on the 
dangers of public development entities and the need for a protected Hudson River 
waterfront. 

STOP THE HODSON RIVER PARK CORPORATION 

While both the City and state stall on the creation of a grassy 
esplanade, a walkway and bikeway along the Hudson River waterfront, 
Governor Cuomo continues to push for the Hudson River Park 
Corporation, which has as its goal to develop the waterfront by 
platforms and floats in the water and along the water's edge. This 
corporation is proposed as a subsidiary of the Urban Development 
Corporation. New York is a State and City overrun by development 
entities answerable to almost nobody. Besides UDC there is the Port 
Authority, Public Development Authority and the Economic 
Development corporation, the latter a recent creation of the City 
Council. The ·usual excuse for the creation of dictatorial 
authorities is that they are meant to pull us out of economic slump 
and depression. Tax abatements for the already wealthy were also 
supposed to be a key to economic recovery. A very great deal of the 
economic recession in our State and City may be laid at the door of 
uncontrolled development entities. Look at our State Bonds with the 
their low ratings, exceeded by only one other state. The economic 
benefits of development entities are a fiction. They are in very 
large part a scam to provide lush jobs for the friends and 
associates of persons holding high public office. There are already 
existing departments within the State and City structures capable 
of overseeing the creation of a waterside park. The Hudson is a 
magnificent river. The best legacy for the generations to come 
would be a landscaped waterfront devoid of high ~ise buildings. 
There could be money immediately available for such an open edge 
waterfront if the State were to apply for a payback waiver on 
Westway funds. We urge you to write to both Governor Mario Cuomo, 
Executive Chamber, Albany, NY 12224 and to Mayor David Dinkins, 
City Hall, New York, NY 10007, and ask that they seek the payback 
waivers. Express your opposition to the creation of yet another 
development entity to redesign the Hudson River waterfront. 

THE GREENWAY BILL IN ALBANY 

Before the end of 1991 there was a bill in both Assembly and Senate 
in Albany which died as the year ended. It may be revived with the 
New Year. It was advertized as a bill to protect the Hudson River 
waterfront, but it was not exactly that. It was specific in saying 
that the Hudson River waterfront in Manhattan was not to be 
protected from development. The full length of the river was to be 
protected upstate, except in such . instances as when the State 
appoints an entity to carry out development. We can report that 
Assemblywoman Deborah Glick has consistently opposed the Greenway 
Bill. We urge you to thank her for her commonsense approach. We 



also urge you to write to Senator Manfred Ohrenstein, 270 Broadway, 
NYC 10007, and the Governor Cuomo, Mayor Dinkins, and other 
legislators and urge them to oppose leaving the Manhattan 
waterfront open to developers. You can have a very great influence 
on the future of our city if you will only write the letters we 
request of you, and get your friends and neighbors to write. 

TBB PRISON BARGE The Prison Barge docked on the south side of 
Pier 40 has been emptied for rehab, the prisoners removed 
temporarily. We are told that the City has found the prison ships 
to be extremely costly (we told them it would be) and would like to 
find another solution - after spending millions of dollars. Now is 
probably the proper time to push the Mayor with letters to remove 
the prison ship from our waterfront. 

UNITED PARCEL LAWSUIT The suit to prohibit UPS from quadrupling 
the size of their present delivery service down our twisted Village 
streets was heard Jan. a, and then laid over with an extension. And 
there it sits for now. 

THE DOG RUH ZN WASHINGTON SQUARE PARK We are opposed to the Dog 
Run in Washington Square Park approved by Community Board 2. We 
fought a similar battle many years ago with Children Before Dogs 
and won. Where hundreds of dogs gather on soil in a concentrated 
space there are bound to be some health hazards - to a certain 
extent from virus, perhaps even more from worms and worm eggs. The 
claim that this all disappears into the ecosystem is not supported 
by studies conducted by the Federal health facility in Atlanta: 
concentrated feces become a hazard to other animals and to humans. 
If you have strong objections to this hazard, we suggest that you 
write to Commissioner Betsey Gotbaum, Department of Parks, The 
Arsenal, Central Park, NYC 10021. 

SINCERJ!: THANl(S TO THESE COHTRIBUTORS We wish to thank the following individuals 
for generous donations during the past month: Anna Marie Hanley, Jack Hanley, 
Karen Ginsberg, Alfred Eriksson, Gabriele Knecht, Jessie McNab, Arthur Bond, 
Arlene Nance, Elaine Schechter, Jean Gould, Jim Brennan, Fawne Berkun, Tim James, 
Katherine Detweiler, Jean Wardle, Mary and Joseph Conway, Arthur and Joan 
Stoliar, Liz Shollenberger, Bunny Gabel, Eileen Kelly, Evelyn Sgalardi, Bill 
Crawford, Mel Stevens, Cleopatra Pappas, Gloria Yanuch, Miriam Lee, Claudia 
Menza, Irene Connors, Shirley Wright, Eleanor St. Germain, Nancy Hoffman, Roz 
Newman, Joseph o ' Reilly, Sheila and Michael Marantz, Ruth Dunn, Joan McAllister, 
Friends of 13th Street, David Maizer, William Blackmon Jr., Grace Sowerwine, Ann 
Lye, Otis Kidwel l Burger, Susan L. Gelber, Jean Verral, George Dorris, Harrison 
Starr, Hazel James, Barbara Steinberg, Harrison Starr, Todd Berman, Larry 
Kardish, Arline Moriarty, Al McGrath, Kimberly Vaughn, and three anonymous 
donors. 

( =' <:;:"" 

.• 
_ Ge_ner~-~ ,p4r:pos,e~ (pastag~/PJ;"~:ntin9¥ _ -·~a_ne ~-t.·P~~d~11, 

~".'':°'•• • ·-"' r· ~ .. -.·~: '*t;, .. ~yy N : ._ f.~ • ·! • ; • • • 

' Jeffersc>n Market Rock Garden Area UPS i'.Yawsuit 
-- . ~i 1. . '.\ ... 

..t""•" 

·;. 

NAME ADDRESS PHONE 

Contd.buti6ne1 to The west Village conunittee are tax-deductible. 
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Meeting Agenda: CARLA SARR, coordinator of The Village Environmental 
Coalition will speak on the need to expand recycling first before even 
considering incineration. 

RECYCLING HISTORY 

Villagers were a part of one of the City's first successful neighborhood 
recycling groups, Lyda McKenzie's Village Recycling. Mrs. McKenzie used the 
money earned to plant street trees on Greenwich and Washington Streets as 
well as many cross streets. She understood, as others have begun to realize, 
that if recycling is to work an entire industry must be created to receive 
and restructure recycled goods. Plans for the end product are almost totally 
lacking in the half-hearted attempt at recycling begun by the city. The city 
should be grossing profits from recycling. Instead they seem to be almost 
ready to close the door on recycling. We urge you to address letters to Mayor 
David Dinkins, City Hall, NY, NY 10007 urging him to push recycling first and 
incineration last. 

CONGRATULATIONS TO CITY-WIDE GREENMARKETS 

The Greenmarket project is among the rare good things to happen in our city 
over the past few years. Wherever they are .located, the markets become more 
than just a sale of fresh farm produce - they become a safe and friendly 
gathering place. As the Greenmarket in Union Square enhances that park, our 
Gansevoort Greenmarket on the edge of the Meat Market makes this area a safe 
and friendly place to be on Saturday mornings. When we first established the 
Gansevoort market, workers in the Meat Market came out to say: "We are glad 
to see the farmers here on Saturday, instead of the usual low life. " 
Congratulations to Barry and Tony and all the others at Greenmarket 
headquarters for receiving the Rudy Bruner Award for Excellence in Urban 
Environment. 

We hope to move the Gansevoort Market one block east, from the square created 
by Gansevoort and Little West 12th Streets to the first block of Gansevoort 
Street along the north side of Seravalli Playground. The recent opening of a 
public garage in the old square has shoved the market too far to the west, 
away from Hudson Street. We want to escape from the chicken vendor who pours 
the juice from dead fowl into the street, creating a revolting stench. Based 
on the Union Square experience, we feel the Greenmarket can help to upgrade 
Seravalli as a public space. 

AND SPEAKING OP PUBLIC SPACES 

The mild winter has permitted us to add 8 new roses to the Jane street 
Garden, another evergreen and 6 roses to the Rock Garden area directly behind 
Jefferson Market Library, and we are preparing another stone-built planter to 
hold more roses. We are grateful for a new volunteer in the Jefferson Market 
garden, but we also need more volunteers to keep the Jane Street Garden open 
to the public. We hope for complete repair of the broken sidewalk around the 
Jane Street Garden by midsummer. 



BOOKSTORB RE-OPENS 

The bookstore at Greenwich Street and 10th Street will soon be re-opening on 
warm spring weekend afternoons. We would welcome volunteers, especially 
strong young volunteers to carry tables and boxes of books at opening and 
closing times, as we are beginning to feel just a little old for all that. 

SINCERB THANKS TO THESE CONTRIBUTORS 

We acknowledge with thanks generous recent contributions from the following 
persons: Elizabeth Bishop, Henry & Sylvia Mavis, Bill Eppes, Liz 
Shollenberger, Marvin & Marcia Schlaff, 41 Jane St. Owners Corp., Padraic 
Fisher, Richard Barnett, Hilda R. Hellyer, Jean Gould, Eleanor St. Germain, 
Richard Chandler, and one anonymous donor. 

STOP TBB HUDSON RIVER PARK CORPORATION 

The plan for creating a dictatorial development entity, the Hudson River Park 
Corporation, to clutter our waterfront with high rise monsters and other 
inappropriate projects for the trashing of our greatest amenity, is still 
alive and well in Albany. According to a letter from a deputy mayor, it is 
eagerly awaited at city Hall. We urge you to keep your letters of protest 
going to Gov. Mario Cuomo, Executive Chamber, Albany, NY 12224 and to Mayor 
David Dinkins, City Hall, NY, NY 10007, with copies to Senator Fred 
Ohrenstein, 270 Broadway, NYC 10007, Assemblywoman Deborah Glick, 853 
Broadway. NYC 10003, and to Manhattan Boro President Ruth Messinger, 
Municipal Bldg., NYC 10007. Object to the creation of yet another development 
entity intended to provide jobs and wealth for the friends of elected 
officials. And demand that our residential Village streets be disconnected 
from the 9A Highway. Without your support in writing letters, such causes are 
lost. 

PIER 40 AND THB FUTURE 

The Fe~eration to Preserve the Greenwich Village Waterfront is planning a 
forum on Wednesday, April 22, 1992, 7:45 PM, St. Luke's-in-the-Field school 
cafeteria to discuss what is to be done with Pier 40. A garage? A park? Condo 
City? Community facility? For information (212) 727-3238. 

***************************************************************************** 
PRESIDENTIAL PRIMARY ELECTION ON APRIL 7TH 
We strongly urge you to participate in the April 7th Presidential Primary and 
vote for the candidate of your choice. 
*************************************************************************** 

I enclose a contribution for the following purpose: 

General purposes (postage/printing) Jane St. Garden 

Jefferson Market Rock Garden Area - --

Name Address Phone 

Contributions to The West Village Committee are tax-deductible . 
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Meeting Agenda: HARCY BENS'l'OCK of the NYC Clean Air C1JJ11paign will again 
speak on the dangers of dictatorial public development agencies and the 
need to protect the Hudson River waterfront. 

REDISTRICTING THE STATE LEGISLATURE 

The NY State Redistricting Task Force is currently planning new senatorial and assembly 
districts state-wide. Our first concern is always that the traditional bounda~ies of 
communities be respected. The new assembly district for Greenwich Village is bad enough 
but the proposed state senatorial district is outrageous. It cuts us off entirely from 
the Hudson River by placing West Street, the Meat Market and large portions of Chelsea 
and Clinton in Brooklyn's 25th Senatorial District. It places the loud voice for the 
fate of our waterfront in another borough. The Meat Market area is the center of the 
beginning of historical Greenwich. We would like to see it kept within the boundaries 
of our community, and we would like a native to represent us in Albany to speak against 
development of our waterfront - not a foreign agent from Brooklyn. We urge you to write 
to Deborah Levine, co-Executive Director of the Task Force, 250 Broadway, 20th Floor, 
New York, lfY 10007 and ask that our waterfront reaain intact with Greenwich Village as 
well as our Meat Market in the redistricting of the State Legislature. and write not 
later than Monday, February 24. 

SUPPORT THE HIV AND AIDS THRIFT SHOP 

The Housing Works Thrift Shop, 594 Broadway, sells donated items to provide housing for 
homeless persons with HIV or AIDS. In addition to donated goods, they also need 
volunteers. Call (212) 966-0466 for information. 

WORLD WOMEN'S CONGRESS FOR A HEALTHY PLANET 

On Sunday, March 8, from 1 until 4 PM, the Women's Environment & Development 
Organization (WEDO) will hold a rally in Columbus Circle to point up the need for a 
cleaner environment. This is an organization with an international membership and the 
rally is open to men and children. Contributions are tax-deductible. Bella Abzug is the 
American co-chair. For information call (212) 759-7982. 

TBA!fltS POR BELP WITB · TBE AHHUAL PARTY 

It was a joy to have past WVC president Ji.a Shaw back from the West Coast, although we 
wished for a longer visit at our annual party back in December. The party, which 
celebrates the survival of the West Village from the threat of urban renewal back in 
the •so•s, was one of the most successful on record. Arthur Bond, as usual held forth 
as major domo in the kitchen, while Jack Hanley, Toa Stoke• and John Johnson supplied 
carting service, and a flotilla of helpers either supplied food or created order: Jean 
Wardle, Barbara Gillen, Eileen Bowser, Barbara Steinberg, Cynthia Brennan, Eliza 
Bradley and Jessie McNab. Tom Stokes had come all the way from Vermont to help, 
although he is frequently in the city because he is often working for a moving firm, 
Camel Moving in Chelsea, which is gaining a reputation as careful mover. We also wish 
to thank the following persons for generous financial support during the past month: 
Christabel Gough, Zachary and Margaret Snow, Robert and Margery Boyar, ltatherine 
Detweiler, Stephen F. -..re .. er, Martha Randall Caraon, Carol Wresain, W. 4th St. Block 
Assn, Robert and Inea Engler, Lucia Vernarelli Backer, Richard Croaland, Mildred 
Orlan•, Anne M. Stout, Bernard and Harriet Lichtaan, Mary Manning Brody, Etna M. 
Kelley, Daniel Saauels, David Bates, Revelle Brickman and two anonymous donors. We also 
appreciate donations of fine collections of books from Mildred Loftus, Joan Siegel, 
Patricia Trainor and Revelle Brickman. 
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Meeting Agenda: CARLA SARR, coordinator of The Village Environmental Coalition 
will again be with us to make an an additional appeal to bind our community 
together in t~e'fight for recycling over incineration. 

STOP THE DICTATORIAL CONSTRUCTIO• ENTITY 
We are moving very fast toward a decision by the Governor to create a subsidiary 
of the Urban Development Corporation to develop our Hudson River waterfront, 
aided and abetted by Mayor Dinkins and Borough President Ruth Messinger. We don't 
need an entity beyond any c i tizen control building fake wetlands, high rise 
towers on shore or out in the river, or more unneeded office space. Once our 
waterfront is chopped up into private space, it is gone forever. An open water
side park is the greatest gift we could bestow on future generations. We urge you 
to continue letter writing to Governor Mario Cuomo, Executive Ch;;a.mber, Cap:ttol, 
Albany, NY 12224 and Mayor David Dinkins, City Hall, NY NY 10007, with cop~es to 
Borough President Ruth Messinger and comptroller Liz Holtzman, Municipal Bldg., 
NY NY 10007, and remember that Ms. Holtzman is sympathetic with us on the issue. 

"NO" TO DOG RONS IN PUBLIC PARKS 
we are absolutely opposed to the dog run in Washington Square Park since its on 
soil which cannot be cleansed and creates a health hazard for dog~ as well as 
humans - especially small children. If your animal is not infec.ted with toxocara 
or other worms, a site on soil where dozens of other dogs run and urinate and 
defecate, is a good place to pick up a number of diseases. Nobody picks up every
thing, there is always a smear left, and .the invisible eggs of the toxocara wo.rms 
are there waiting to be picked up by hand, by foot or blown by the wind. In 
addition, the trees in the dog run have been given a death sentence and will not 
tolerate the animal acids poured upon them daily. Because of the health hazards, 
dogs are banned in London's public parks, and reportedly by certain towns in New 
Jersey. In Iceland dogs are banned from all urban areas. The sound of 50 or 75 
dogs barking in Washington Square is horrendous. we urge y0u to write to 
Community Board 2, 3 Washington Square Village, NYC 10012 and object to this 
misuse of our historic park, and we will shortly be asking you to sign petitions 
on the issue. 

SINCERE THANKS TO THESE CONTRIBUTORS 
We wish to thank the following contributors for generous donations during the 
past month: Jacqueline Henderson; Margaret Albrecht, Eileen Kelly, Edward and 
Eudice Segal, Belen :Safner, Jean Gould, Eleanor St. Germain , Matthew and Patricia 
Madden, Silvia Sanza, Maxine Redding, Arline Baxter, Anna and Harvey Slatin, 
March Cavanaugh, Dr. and Mrs. Donald Dodelson, Dr. lloraan Kahn, Hilda Hollyer, 
Sharon Edwards, Eliza Bradley, Joseph and Bernice o 'Reilly, Henry Senber, Richard 
Chandler and two anonymous checks. We are grateful to Gaylord Hofteizer for a 
gift of four splendid roses for the Jane Street Garden. And congratulations to 
Silvia Sanza upon the publication of her first book! 

t ,~ . .ln6~·o~~.:,~:~~pjmtr i-butlc:m ,f <?i; the fol lowing purpose: 
~· • .·.;~~ .... ~ ·~~ ... ~... • ... • •. It(. ~ ... .;. .:--. ... ~ 

Jane St.Garden 

UPS Lawsuit 

NAME ADDRESS PHONE 

£gnfributions to Jhfj, West Village Committee Inc. are tax-deductible. 



"'---. ·. 
·serving and Preserving the Greenwidl Village Community 

for More Than a Quarter Century" 

Meeting date: Tues., May 26, 1992 
at John's Parish Hall, 
224 Waverly Place, 7:30 PM 

TBB WBS·T VILLAGB COlllllTTB-B 
Newsletter Volume XXXIII, No. 5 

708 Greeawleb. Street • New York, New Tork 10014 • (a·1a) 843·0788 

AGZNI>As Ji.a Brennan will speak on problems in Seravalli Playground; we 
will also deal with the UDC subsidiary development entity proposed by Governor 
Cuomo and Mayor Dinkins for placing commercial and residential structures on the 
Hudson River waterfront. 

'f<Ul CIJTRAGE OVEI THE IU)SCJI WATERFIHllT SCM 
On May 18th the press quoted Governor Cuomo•s concern over how the Port Authority spends its funds. On May 19th, 
Gary Deane and Tom Fox, political stooges of the Mayor and the Governor respectively, called two meetings, one 
for Manhattan COll'll'll'lity Boards and the other allegedly for COl!lllllity civic groups to reveal a plan to create 
an Urban Development Corporation subsidiary to develop a strip of greenery and coomerclal and res idential 
structures along the shore and out into the Hudson. No Greenwich Village c'ivic g.roup was 
invited - not the West Village Committee, not the Federation, not the Homeowners' 
Association, not a single block association. Among the "civic" groups invited 
were the Battery Park City Authority and the New York Building Congress. The new 
authority would rule on development from Battery Park City up to 59th street. 
North of 59th Street would be Donald Trump territory. An open green waterfront 
is the richest amenity we could bestow upon future generations, but once it is 
cluttered with hotels, condos, floating restaurants, etc., it is gone forever. 
Be angryl Express your ragel we urge you to express your anger to Governor Mario 
Cuomo, The Capitol, Albany, NY 12224 and to Mayor David Dinkins, City Hall, NYC 
10007. Ask them Where has democracy gone in this City and State? We do not know 
of a single person in Greenwich Village who willingly accepts building on our 
shoreline. We ask that you contact your Assembly member and Senate member in 
Albany and ask them to work with other members to halt this outrageous plan. 
Deborah Glick has been good on the issue, but ask her to hold firm. Calls or 
letters to Senator Fred Ohrenstein are in order - 270 Broadway - 417-5531; there 
is a strong feeling among many people that he has been weak on the issue. It is 
also essential that you write or call Comptroller Liz Holtzman, 
Building, and ask her to kill the proposal. We believe that she has this power 
·under an agreement signed by her predecessor, Jay Golden, with the Governor and 
Mayor. And if you know up-State legislators, have family contact them and ask 
that they join with Glick, Dick Gottfried, and others to defeat this proposal in 
the State Legislature. Be anqryl And act nowl 
PLBASB NOTll GREENMARUT CHANGB 

The new site for the Gansevoort Greenmarket will be on the first block of 
Gansevoort Street along the north side of Seravalli Playground. The market opens 
Saturday, June 20. 
STOP ROCDOSB - SUPPOe TD DAHCB PARTY BENEFIT 

West Villagers for Responsible Development have taken on a worthy cause in 
fight.inc; the Rockrose plan to construct two oversized apartment buildings on the 
site of the demolished HiLine - they would tower over the Meat Market, i:iuratio, 
Jane and w. 12th Sta., and would be entirely inappropriate to this area so nea.r 
the river's edge. They are planning a dance party benefit set for Friday, May 
29th, 9PK until Midnight, at Induatria, 775 Washington Street (at 12th), cash 
bar. Reservations may be made in advance at $10 per person, $12 at the door. 
Advance payments should be payable to the Federation to Preserve the Waterfront, 
but marked for the benefit of West Villagers for Responsible Development. Mail 
to WVRD, 380 West 12th Street. #2C, NYC 10014. For information call 645-3914. We 
strongly urge you to support this effort; send a contribution even if you cannot 
get to the dance. 

'rD!r GllBEllWICB VILLAGB MAP 

Irtcentra International has produced a new map of Greenwich Village which you may 
have seen already. It includes the waterfront, the East, west and South Village. 
Every house, lot and street is clearly shown. It is a good reference for real 
estate and could be helpful as a tour guide. It measures 27" x 39" if you use it 
as a wall hanging. It had a pre-publication price of $17.97 each, $99.95 per 
dozen. Inquiries should be made to Incentra International, 55 Bethune st., NYC 
10014, (212) 206-0007 evening or (212) 206-7010 workday. 

TD COMMIT'?ZB BOOUTOU AJID COIOCUJII'r!' GllDDS 

The West Village Committee Bookstore at 702 Greenwich Street is open on good 
weather days weekend afternoons from around l PM until 5 PM. We have recently 
experienced substantial thefts because of the lack of volunteers. Three cartons 
of murders myeterie• were thrown into a red car which disappeared down 10th 
Street at high speed. We have seldom been open lately because of heavy rains, but 
we do need more help when we are open. We could also use some garden volunteers 
for weeding both by Jefferson Market Rock Garden and Jane Street. 

S.IRCZIUI TJIUU TO TBBSS COll'rJlIBtrroRS 

We wish to thank the following contributors for generous donations during the 
past month: Zelda L••ine, Nr. and Nr•. Prank Jenning•, Jer-r S•it.h, Eleanor 
Jackaon, Alicia v. Wilder, Susan Richardson, Jessie McNab, Jane Jacob•, Margaret. 
Albrecht., and two anonymoua donora. With her .contribution, Jane Jacob• enclosed 
a note fully crediting Rachele Wall and Ann Lye as being first in the fight to 
preserve our historic community to the founding of the West Village 
Co)DJDittee. 
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'rBB BOUSIHG WORKS THRIFT SBOP FIHDS A BOMB 

The Housing Works Thrift Shop, long in the planning to raise funds for housing homeless 
people with AIDS and HIV, has found a home in the ground floor of 136 West 18th Street 
_(between 6th and 7th Avenues). It opened on July 24 and its hours are 10 AM until 6 PM 
Monday through Saturday, closed on Sunday. It is an elegant little shop and we applaud 
its purpose. The manager urges folks to donate high quality items that you no longer 
have a use for. If you wish they can also provide a receipt for tax-deductible 
contributions. If you cannot deliver your contributions, Housing Works will pick up -
but you must give them sufficient notice. So far they have furnished 25 apartments and 
provided clothing for 100 individuals. What can you g-ive? Antiques, Art, Housewares, 
Designer Clothing, Books, Furniture, Jewelry, etc. They also need volunteers to help 
in the shop. We urge you to call (2~2) 366-0820 for further information. 

OUR EllDAHGERED WATERFRONT 

Whenever the residents in Greenwich Village express the desire for an open space park 
along the historic Hudson River waterfront, the elected officials in the State i'nd 
City, along with their appointed favorites, snarl back at us that to get what we want 
we must accept real estate development along and into the river in order to pay for the 
park. And they imply that the waterfront will remain a pig-sty, a whore's bed and a 
drug dungeon if this development is not carried out. Actually the folks who pushed for 
Westway twenty years ago put the waterfront in limbo; nobody else felt free to use the 
waterfront except the prostitutes and the drug dealers. The plan by Moses and 
Zeckendorf back in the '60's to knock down the West Village from Hudson Street to the 
Hudson River created some chaos and brought in some unwelcome visitors, but the later 
plan for the Lower Manhattan Expressway from the southwest Village across SoHo and 
Little Italy was a real trick turner. There was a period then when every building 
marked for demolition along Spring Street could boast a midtown prostitute in the 
entryway. Again officials wielding power placed neighborhoods in limbo and welcomed the 
lowest scum in New York to take up residence. Their perpetual plan for chasing them 
away is to carry out massive development. It is supposed to recover the City 
financially, even though it does not. But the banks love it for the interest on money 
lent. We have been told, for instance, that David Rockefeller was a shadow figure 
behind the plan to urban renew the West Village more than 30 years ago, and there are 
many people who are convinced that he was the unseen force behind Westway and yet again 
is behind the present drive for heavy development on the Hudson River waterfront. If 
this is so, it links us with the Upper West Side's battle to defeat Donald Trump's 
massive plan for high-rise development, for we are told that Chase Manhattan Bank is 
Trump's major source for borrowing money. We know that David Rockefeller was a major 
force behind Battery Park City, and it may be that he sees himself as a master planner 
for New York. He appears to think that the most effective way to achieve his goals is 
to appeal to receptive governors and mayors to create an independent entity to proceed 
with development schemes and ignore the public will. And so now we have the Hudson 
River Park Conservancy, a private dictatorship which is designed to ignore 
neighborhoods and the people who populate them. It is not a proud moment for either 
Governor Mario Cuomo or Mayor David Dinkins. 

HEED FOR TRAIH!lD !lLEC'XIOll POLL STAFF 

The Board of Elections is planning to introduce a new electronic syst~m in the 
September 13 Primary and the November General Election. Training sessions will begin 
around August 17~ If you have served as a polling officer before, you will still need 
training for the new system. There is a small financial reward for poll workers, but 
the best reason for doing it is as a civic duty. We will have brochures containing the 
applicatio~ to train and work the polls at the West Village Bookstore, 702 Greenwich 
Street (at ·w. 10th), Saturday and Sunday afternoons, 1 PM until 5 PM. And even if you 
don't work the polls, remember to vote in the primary for the person of your choice. 



OUR BNDAMGBRBD GANSEVOORT GREl!:NllARJtBT 

Barly in September we had a phone call froa Barry Benepe, tb• bead of the 
Greenaarket Prograa, eaying that he had a chance to share the apace of the PS '1 
plarground on Greenwich Avenue with the Plea Market. Be aaid that he planned to 
110ve our Ganaevoort Greeo.aarket to that playground •ite. We prefer to keep 
Ganaevoort where it ia and con•ider it unfortunate that a playground that ••• 
created for children i• given over by the school for co .. ercial purpoeea. It 
cau••• one to wonder why a etreet fair to benefit PS '1 could not rai•• aore 
110ney faater than the dribble it receive• froa a flea aarket and faraer'• aarket 
combined over th• period of a rear. Tb• r•••ntaent of the neighborhood 
•urrou.nding the playgroUDd i• very ingrained - truck• arrive and roll into the 
playground and are ••t up for bu•ineea by 8 in the aorning. It i• not a quj.et 
operation. It al•o placea the playground iteelf in eoae danger to have truck• 
driven over it - in the early hi•tory of the playground there were aany ••rioua 
cave-ina. Thia PS '1 Playground •hould be conaidered a haven fro• druga, boos• 
and other teen-aged teaptationa co..on in tbi• city for young•t•r• - not 1~h• aite 
of a Greenaarket and a tacky Plea Market. Thi• i• outrageou• with Jefferson 
Market and Balducci' • j u•t around tbe ciorner. The late•t word we have i• that 
Ganaevoort will not be 110ved to the playground, but that when it closes for 
winter, our faraer• aay be rea••igned to PS '1 or other •itea "and they aay not 
wish to return in the Spring." We still get cuatoaer• fro• the Upper West Side, 
from the Bronx, Queen• and even Staten Island. With aore publicity we could have 
a larger aarket. We have put 12 year• c>f labor and •Oney into Ganaevoort, only 
to be betrayed. We urge you to reaain loyal to Ganaevoort by shopping there, and 
coaplain to II•. Lye McLaughlin, Exec111tive Director of the Council on the 
Bnviron.11ent, 51 Ch&llber• st., Hew York lfY 10007 for the shoddy aanner in which 
the We et Village i• being treated. We will discuss this at our aeeting and listen 
to •ugge•tiona on bow to fight thi• latest battle. 

DEATH Ill AUTUMN 

We deeply regret the death of Emmanuel "Wally" Popolizio, attorney, 
housing boss for the City, past chair of Community Board 2, kind 
and generous soul who ~erhaps aided others when he didn't have too 
much himself. our paths crossed in Summer recently in Bleecker Park 
where he tended to offer high praise for my work in the community, 
and I thought I had had enough praise from the Society, but he went 
on to say that he thought the great years of fighting for this 
community's survival came with the years of Rachele Wall's 
leadership, and he thanked me for working w~th her over many years. 
He could be tough in fighting drug-dealers, but he was basically a 
kind and gentle soul. 

We are still shaken by the death of Congressman Ted Weiss on the 
Monday before the recent Primary Election. He undoubtedly never 
forgot his Hungarian beginnings in those fearful days of Hitler and 
the arrival of the Nazis to set up death camps. He would always 
listen to you on environmental and other community issue. He became 
an icon ot the liberal line in the Congress, and did not mind 
standing alone on an issue. Just as he never forgot his past, so we 
should never quite forget Ted. He was unique. Somebody can be named 
to his seat in Congress, but he can never be replaced. 
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THE AGENDA: Marcy Benstock and Christabel Gough will join us for a panel discussion of the 
City's Waterfront Development Plan: platforming, pier supported structures, floating 
structures. Ms. Benstock will deal with environmental issues involved while Ms. Gough will 
speak on historic sites and landmark issues. 

THE CITY'S COMPREHENSIVE WATERFRONT PLAN 
First look at Battery Park City, a not very successful attempt at luxury 
housing on the waterfront, but look at it as the beginning of a wall around 
the City. Next comprehend the Riverside South plan, with 30, 40 and SO-story 
buildings edging a narrow riverside park, and think of it as a second Battery 
Park City, or extension of the planned wall around Manhattan. Think of the 
landfill for Battery Park City coming up the Hudson River shoreline, not as 
landfill, but as platforms to the end of the piers in the river and luxury 
housing built not just on Pier 40 but on other existing piers. And think of 
all manner of construction on the platfprming. This is something of what the 
destructive City Planning Commission has in mind for all waterfront 
communities : The amount of empty luxury housing and office space is crippling 
the economy of the city. The healthiest communities in this country do not 
constantly tear down and rebuild, but reuse what exists, building anew only 
when necessary. Those who are driving this city to the gates of hell plan to 
expand our city into surrounding waters, without attending to the homeless, 
the ill, the insane. When budgets are cut back, the mentally ill are usually 
the first victims. You may have attended our annual party and had a good 
time. We urge you to attend our meeting on City plans for our river 
shoreline. Organization officers cannot fight City Hall alone. Listen to our 
experts and fight back! 

THANKS TO THESE CONTRIBUTORS 
We acknowledge donations from the following: Joan Rosenfelt, the Fritches, 
Dan Samuels, Jean Wardle, Jessie McNab, the Stoliars, the Boyars, Ann Arlen, 
Maxine Redding, the Tonachels, the Grosses, Liz Shollenberger, Tim James, 
Jack· Hanley, Shirley Wright, Batya Lewton, Whisky Dust (M. Bendewald), Joan 
McAllister, Grace Sowerwine, Roz Newman, Bunny Gabel, Margaret Snow, Roz 
Kramer, Nancy Hoffman, Nancy Steinke, Louise & Ron Miller, Harrison Starr, 
Jean Krampner, Elaine J. Schechter and David Maizer for a gift in memory of 
Dennis Helfend. We wish to thank those who have given large gifts of books: 
Patricia Madden, Bill & Ruth Gross, Cathy Revland, Art Gatti, Richard Kemmler 
and Bob McLaughlin. A number of people helped to make our annual party 
celebrating the survival of our· community a great success this year: Barbara 
& Jack Gillen, Jack Hanley, Mel Stevens, Jean Wardle, Cindy Brennan, Bob 
Tendler, Eliza Bradley, Betty Rinckwitz, Christabel Gough and Anne Slatin. 
And above all, thanks to Arthur Bond for running a safe ship in the kitchen. 
We were all delighted to visit with Jim Shaw, past boss. 

SUPPORT THE COALITION FOR A LIVABLE WEST SIDE 
We owe the Upper West Side a great amount of support for aid in our fight 
against Westway many years ago. With Donald Trump's huge Riverside South 
project approved, ABC/Capital Cities is proposing 3 41-st;.ory residential 
towers from 64th to 65th St. , Macklowe' s planned tower at 60th-61st is 
approaching public hearing stage, the Mayflower site (61st to 62nd) is about 
to be sold and a 50-story plus hotel is planned for 66th-67th Streets and 



TllB AGENDA: Come prepared with stationery, envelopes, stamps and pens to write to Governor 
Cuomo objecting to the faulty draft payback waiver again filed with the Feds with regard to 
the $80 million Westway funds. We will also write letters to Mayor Dinkins objecting to the 
Department of City Planning's zoning text changes/zoning map changes in connection with its 
Waterfront Plan. The two items are related. We have asked Christabel Gough and Marie Dormuth 
to speak on the flaws in both City and State plane and to give you help with your letters. 

THE WATBRPRON'l' lUfD ZONING TEZ'l' CHANGES 

In the early years of the Westway battle, the State used $80 million of 
Federal funds to purchase West Street, the waterfront, the piers and the 
underwater land from Chambers to 35th Street. Westway was not built, but the 
understanding with the Feds was that payback was unnecessary if the 
waterfront was kept unencumbered with development, offering scenic views, 
bikeway, walkway, etc. In 1990 the State made a payback waiver application 
which was turned down by the Feds because of the vague information offered by 
the State on what specific waterfront areas were to be used for. It was in 
fact turned down because of proposed development on the waterfront. It is as 
though even then top dogs in State government could not let go of the hope 
that our Hudson River waterfront would salvage a debt-ridden City and State 
when turned over to leading development moguls. 

The State has now prepared a second application for a payback waiver, 
indicating that 30% of the waterfront in question would be used for 
recreation, condo housing on Pier 40, a hotel, offices and shipping. They 
claim this is necessary to pay for the waterfront park, and so they propose 
paying back 30% of the $80 million. It is instead an excuse to hand over the 
magnificent Hudson River waterfront to opportunists. 

The City is doing its part to accommodate this scheme. They are proposing 
major zoning changes on the waterfront, which could obliterate low-rise 
manufacturing zoning in the West Village and elsewhere, and lead to freeing 
up waterfront blocks within 800 feet of the shoreline for major development. 
There are also provisions for development on piers and platforms up to 15 
stories, or more for certain uses. Many believe that the 50-story Riverside 
South proposal is part of the wall planned to run from Battery Park City 
north along the Hudson. In the new waterfront zoning text we · see that every 
600 feet (or every three blocks) there is a plan for a "visual corridor" 
where one may look down the street to the water. There are some height limits 
in the plan, but they are totally inadequate for a historic neighborhood like 
ours. We heard one person excuse the trend to killing small businesses by 
claiming that manufacturing and a lot of other small enterprises do not 
belong in New York City anymore - that we are to become a vast bedroom 
community of the well-to-do. In fact, if we drive out small business, 
manufacturing and other blue-collar jobs we will have moved a long way toward 
destroying our city. It would become the most dangerous city in the nation, 
populated only by the well-to-do and the desperately impoverished. We urge 
you to write to Governor Mario Cuomo, Executive Chambers, Albany, NY 12224 
and urge him to submit a good faith application. Why borrow $80 million to 
mess up the Hudson River waterfront? If the funds were used wisely and 
honestly to enhance the waterfront, we wouldn't have to pay back. Write to • 



Mayor David Dinkins, city Hall, New York NY 10007 and object to the insane 
waterfront rezoning pushed by the Department of City Planning. They have lost 
their way. The Department and the Commission simply approve whatever is 
suggested by a developer. It seems that Pier 40 is the approved pier for 
luxury housing, but their convoluted language does not rule out the use of 
other piers for development. They have abandoned the Cathedral Plan, and no 
longer give consideration to air, sunlight or wind currents. Replacing most 
of the commission, starting with Commissioner Richard Schaffer, could be a 
great move toward some real planning and consideration of the will of the 
people. 

JEAH GOULD 

on the evening of February 8, Jean Gould di.ed quietly in her sleep in 
Perrysburg, Ohio. She was 83. Her biographies of Frost, Amy Lowell, Millay 
and of the artist Winslow Homer are well-known. Robert Frost had been her 
college professor; for many persons her biographies were a close link to the 
celebrated and richly creative Greenwich Village of the first two decades of 
this century. 

OUR PUBLIC GARDENS 
We are pianning several changes in both the Jane Street Garden and in the 
rock garden area behind the Jefferson Market Library. First, a sitting arbor 
will be installed over t he path between the Chinese holly and the building 
along 8th Avenue. A number of arches will be placed in both gardens to help 
maintain the roses, and more roses will be added to the design. If you would 
like to volunteer, speak up. We need people in good weather just to sit in 
Jane Street with the ga~e unlocked - read a book or meditate - so that the 
public may enter the garden. 

THANKS FOR MAltING A CROWD LAST MONTH 
We were pleased to see a crowd of people out for the January meeting and we 
hope a large group will come to the next meeting. One or two people cannot 
win battles. A roomful can. 

WE HELPED TO WIN ONE: THE NAUKBURG BANDSHELL 
We are delighted by the results of the second court victory which prevents 
the Parks Department from demolishing the landmark Naumburg Bandshell. Much 
credit goes to Christopher London but we also contributed to the effort to 
save Naumburg. 

SINCERE THAlfltS TO THESE CONTRIBUTORS 
We acknowledge donations from the following: George Dorris, Jean and Herb 
Krampner, George D. Harris Jr., Robert and Inea Engler, Robert c. Waleski, 
Mildred Loftus, Robert J. McLoughlin, Joseph and Bernice O'Reilly, Alice La 
Prelle, Carol Wreszin, West 4th Street Block Association, Doris B. Nash, and 
Edward and Eudice Segal. We cannot emphasize too much how important such 
donations are, for although we sell books on weekend afternoons in good 
weather, the bulk of our working capital comes from membership donations. 

I enclose a, conttJ:bution for· the follow'in9 pur·pciae: 

___ __ General purposes (post~ge/printing) --- Jane Street G4~d~n 

_......;.... ___ Jefferson Market Rock Qarder:r ~ea • --- UPS 'Lawsuit 

N~ ADDRESS PHONE 
<;:ont:tibut,ions t<;> The West V.U;Lage cc11rqnitteE!i Inc. aJ::"e tax-dedllctibl,e. 
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Agenda: 1) Planning the Fight Against the Waterfront Zoning Text 
2) Presentation on Placing the Distribution Shaft Site for the Third 

Water Tunnel. 

STOP TBB WATBRPROllT ZONING CllABGBS - ACT NOW! 

Some career-building hacks in the City Planning Department have come up with 
a Waterfront Zoning Text which would permit a solid line of fifteen-story 
buildings at the water's edge in all 578 coastal miles of the five boroughs. 
In a separate Industrial study, it would forbid all low-rise manufacturing 
zoning as unsuitable for the city. If the Zoning Text is approved on May 11, 
all community review would be obliterated, another example of the trend 
toward undemocratic processes in the city government. These city studies pay 
glowing tribute to Robert Moses and seem to apologize that we stopped his 
plan to mutilate the West Village. Although the Zoning Text would apply to 
every coastal mile in the five boroughs, there is a suspicion that the 
Village waterfront is the Crown Jewel of future waterfront planning. The 
Village is already crowded with restaurants and tourist attractions; an 
overbuilt, commercialized waterfront could only add to the noisy crowds 
passing through our streets at 3 and 4 A.M. Do not expect help from the 
Planning Commission. Chairman Richard Schaffer (known as "Sleepy") is 
probably the worst chair of the worst City Planning Commission on record. Do 
not expect help from Borough President Ruth Messinger. She voted for the 
30/40/50 story Trump buildings at Riverside South, which are to be the 
headstone of the fifteen-story buildings to line the Hudson from Battery Park 
city to 59th Street. We urge you to write to Mayor David Dinkins today and 
demand that he pull the Waterfront Zoning Text from consideration before it 
gets to the City Council and is routinely approved as law. Be angry about it, 
vent your feelings! We are planning a demonstration at City Hall very soon to 
let the world know we have had enough of the garbage dished out by this 
administration. For the most part, dire problems have not been solved. New 
ones have been created. Send copies of your letter to Borough President Ruth 
Messinger, to Chairman Richard Schaffer at City Planning, City Council 
Presid~nt, Andrew Stein, Congressman Jerrold Nadler, Councilman Tom Duane, 
Councilwoman Kathryn Freed, Assemblywoman Deborah Glick, and to Governor 
Mario Cuomo. 

VOLUllTBBRS NBBDBD POR THB JANE STREET GARDEN 

There is a need to keep the Jane Street Garden open to the public in good 
weather so that neighbors can enter and enjoy. We need volunteers to open, 
sit with the garden, and to be relieved by other volunteers every couple 
hours. It can be pleasant and cool under the apple tree shade reading a book 
or talking with friends. 



"Serving and Preserving the Greenwich Village Community 
for More Than a Quarter Century" 

TBE WEST VILLAGE COlllllTTBE 

Meeting date: Tu••·• Nay 25, 1993 
Place: St. Johll'• Pariah Ball 
22' Waverly Place at 7:30 pm 
••••letter Voluae XXXIV, llo. 5 

'l'O.- Greenwleb. Street • New Tork, New Tork 1001" • (818) ••1·0'1'88 

SAVB TBB WATBRPROHTI STOP TBB ZORXRG CHARGES 

There is a devious plot brewing among the powerful who run this city to 
destroy the low-rise waterfront zoning and to replace it with high-rise 
structures, some as high as 35 stories at the water's edge. The proposal 
would also effect the area as much as 400 feet back from the shore - or in 
the case of Greenwich Village, as far back as Hudson Street. The study speaks 
of the need for drive-in shopping malls, K-Marts, etc., and specifically 
suggests they would be suitable in the Village printing area and in the Meat 
Market area. The excuse for allowing high-rise construction along (and into) 
the waterfront of the five boroughs, according to Planning Commission Chair 
Richard Schaffer, is that many large cities across the country are doing it. 
But we see no reason to follow the mistakes of San Francisco and other major 
cities. The sea shore belongs to the public. The career-building hacks in the 
City Planning Department and in Boro President Ruth Messinger's office who 
wrote and who are pushing this appalling plan, offer high praise for Robert 
Moses, the greatest super-highway builder and community destroyer of this 
century. One begins to feel that a close relationship is forming between 
mega-developers and persons in high office. Only Borough President Fernando 
Ferrer of the Bronx has written an intelligent critique of the plan. At the 
initial public hearing with CPC on May 12, there were denials that anything 
is planned in the Village except for high-rise condos on Pier 40. But, in 
fact, if the Zoning Text is approved as law, there is nothing to stop 
developers building as they want along the shore and into the water. We do 
not need another half-million people on this island flushing another half
million toilets and dishwashers daily. We need to solve existing problems, 
not to create new ones. We need more letters denouncing the plan to Mayor 
David Dinkins, City Hall, NYC 10007, to Planning Commissioner Richarp. 
Schaffer, CPC, 22 Reade Street, NYC 10007, and to Borough President Ruth 
Messinger, Municipal Building, NYC 10007. We also urge you to attend the next 
meeting of the Planning Commission - on May 26, NY Telephone Co. Bldg., 101 
Willoughby St. (entrance on Bridge St.) a.k.a. 7 Metrotech Center, Brooklyn 
at 10 AM. Those who spoke on May 12 will not be allowed to speak again. There 
will be additional hearings as follows: Bronx Museum of the Arts, 1040 Grand 
concourse, The Bronx, June 9, 10 AM; Queens Boro President's Office, 120-55 
Queens Blvd., Kew Gardens, June 23, 10 AM; Snug Harbor Cultural Center, 1000 
Richmond Terrace, S.I., July 7, 12 Noon, and Adam Clayton Powell State Office 
Bldg., 163 w. 125th st., Manhattan, July 21, 12 Noon. It is extremely 
important that you not only write letters, but attend and speak at least one 
of these hearings. Many of you will recognize that the outlines of this 
battle are similar to a battle with Zeckendorf and Robert Moses 35 years ago. 
Won't you help us ·win this one too? 

I enclose a contribution for the following purpose: 

~~~~~ General purposes (postage/printing) ___ Jane Street Garden 

~~~~- Jefferson Market Rock Garden Area 

Contributions to The West Village Conunittee Inc. are tax-deductible. 



~miJr'll~Pliilal!'~JlU.s;,t "Serving and Preserving the Greenwich Village Community 

js liE . '.· 
0 
Ill! I H-:\> ,, tor More Than a Quarter Century" 

~.·t~_ ,·;·;j!Euliil,.11~ .. ·FIJ_ .. · . ~.'I M~;:~:~ ~~~e~o~':i~:· ~.~~~~ ~!111993 
~'.!'~i n~ 224 Waverly Place at 7:30 pm 
~ 15. ~ ... •• .. . Hews letter Volume XXXIV, Ho. 6 

THE WEST VILLAGE COllllITTEE 

Toa- Greenwich Street• New York, New York 10014 • (818) 848·0'788 

PUBLIC BEARING OH THE 9-A HIGHWAY PLAN 

Public hearing dates for have been set on the designs for the new Route 9-A highway project 
to be held at the Fashion Institute of Technology, Haft Auditorium, 227 West 27 St.: June 22 
( 1 TO 10 PM), 23 (1 - 5 PM & 6:30 - 10 PM) and 24 (8 AM - 12 Noon). Because of the late 
distribution of materials to interested groups, we have requested an extension of the time 
for hear ings. The project study took seven years and produced a mountain of material to be 
read. We would have liked the hearings laid over until October. Our request has been refused, 
but the State DOT/Route 9A staff have agreed to receive written testimony into October. Our 
membership meeting on the 22nd will go on as scheduled, and we will have our own experts on 
hand to review the written material so that you may testify sensibly on June 23 or 24. Our 
most important demand should be to have all Village streets disconnected from the 9A road. 
We believe that the newly proposed zoning for the waterfront is related directly to the 
proposed highway. Please attend our meeting to get all the information so that we may make 
the best choice for the western perimeter of our community. 

PUSH AGAIN AGAINST THE HEW WATERFRONT ZONING 

Please continue to write to Mayor Dinkins and to Borough President Ruth Messinger objecting 
to the new zoning proposed for the waterfront permitting construction up to 35 stories. And 
get your friends to write. These letters alone may save us. 

STOP THE INSANE TRAFFIC MESS IN LOWER MANHATTAN 

On Thurs., June 17, 4 PM, the Triboro Bridge and Tunnel Authority will hold a public hearing 
regarding the one-way toll on the Verrazano Bridge which diverts a tremendous amount of truck 
and automobile traffic seeking a no-toll exit from the city by way of Manhattan. The hearing 
is to be held in PS 234, 292 Greenwich St. (at Chambers). The impact of this traffic is quite 
severe in Chinatown and SoHo and is felt as well in the West Village. 

A SHOPPING MALL ON HUDSON STREET? 

To compensate in part for the losses incurred by Hudson Street merchants during the years
long digging and redigging up of the street and repaving, it has been proposed that stores 
be al lowed to make extra money by creating a 3-month pedestrian shopping mall. We sympathize 
with the losses felt by these small shops, but insist that the diverted Hudson Street traffic 
be moved to West Street and not to narrow, residential Greenwich Street. We would also like 
to see some limitation on hours when the mall is open for business so that it does not become 
a three-month street fair open from dawn until four in the morning with the babble of voices 
rising to sleeping heads above. 

VOLUNTEERS FOR THE JANE STREET GARDEN 

We need volunteers to sit with the Jane Street Garden on weekends to allow the public in. But 
those who do volunteer should take care to lock the gate upon leaving. On a recent Saturday 
morning we found the chain locked to the gate but not to the fence. 

SUPPORT THE GANSEVOORT GREENMARKET 

If you want the Gansevoort Greenmarket to continue to improve, we ask that you support it. 
We started with 3 trucks two weeks ago, 5 trucks one week ago, and have the promise of 8 
trucks on the 19th. Come and buy fresh produce. 

SINCERE THANKS TO ~HESE CONTRIBUTORS 

We wish to thank the following for g~nerous donations during the past month: Joseph and 
Bernice O'Reilly, Jane Jacobs, Patricia Ladew, Leila Mustachi, Sonya Staff Foundation, Inc., 
Helen Hafner, Anna Shapiro, Margaret Albrecht, Mary Gibbons and one anonymous gift. We also 
acknowledge fine gifts of books for resale from Helen Hellman, Dolores Vanderpol and Mildred 
Loftus. 

Contributions to the West Village Committee are tax-deductible. 
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LOCAL DUPLICI~: ZONING CHANGES AND DESTRUCTION OF ~ WATBRl"RONT 

The current battle over zoning and preservation of the historic waterfront started 25 years 
ago when the Weetway project was first proposed. It contained a highway, but it also 
contained structural development out into the Hudson River. Mario Cuomo was then Secretary 
of State in Albany and he was one of the loudest supporters of the project. Within the City 
there was rejoicing that a major shipping trade had abandoned Manhattan piers and moved to 
New Jersey, Baltimore, and other far and near places. Some people thought that a waterfront 
of expensive real estate ·offered more intrinsic value than finger piers. There were 
demonstrations by construction unions at City Hall Park shouting "We built this city, we'll 
tear it down!" Then many years later Westway was defeated. 

What has emerged since is an attempt by Governor Cuomo to fulfill his dream and build westway 
II. He has put the Urban Development Corporation, a dictatorial development entity, in charge 
of the Hudson River waterfront, and created a godchild of UDC, the Hudson River Park 
Conservancy, to develop the waterfront over the will of the people who live along the Hudson. 
In the meantime some of the projects developed by dictatorial entities such as Battery Park 
City have now become construction authorities themselves, and in a recent item in The 
Villager an official there spoke of the value of continuing Battery Park City north along the 
Hudson shoreline. But the most important recent move has been the emergence of the new 
waterfront Zoning Text from the NYC Planning Commission which would create drastic zoning 
changes along the snore of all five boroughs, permitting structures on platforms in the water 
up to at least 35 stories. Chairman Richard Schaffer, at City Planning is one of the biggest 
disasters in living memory. He is known as "Sleepy" because of hie tendency to nod off during 
hearings. 

Greenwich Village has an excellent 197A plan for its waterfront which the City should be 
bound by law to consider, but they have not given it a second thought. City Planning, Mayor 
Dinkins and Ruth Messinger have all acted as though they know better what we want than we do. 
We have pressured the State Legislature to kill the Hudson River Park Conservancy, and have 
been successful in one house. We will work on the Senate next session. But then there is a 
bill to create the Greenway Conservancy, with similar powers as HRPC, and this is pushed by 
Senator Franz Leichter and others. We may well part company with friends on this issue. 

We believe that the State plan for high rise condos on Pier 40 is a part of the same plan set 
forth in the City's Waterfront Zoning Text changes, a text so. cluttered with changes that 
even a lot of folks at City Planning are not aware of what changed yesterday and what will 
change tomorrow. It is now largely a question of"whether mob-influenced construction unions 
will rule and destroy this city, or if there is a small chance that reason may yet prevail. 
No sane Planning Commission would attempt to plan for the waterfront of the entire city in 
one sweeping study. The entire plan should be dropped before they do real damage. 

we urge you to write today to your City Council representative demanding that the entire 
Waterfront Zoning Text be abandoned. City Council members may be addressed at City Hall, New 
York, N.Y. 10007. It may be that you have already spoken to him or to her, but a bundle of 
letters is power in their hands. We would also urge letters to Mayor David Dinkins at City 
Hall, Nt;!W York, N.Y. 10007 and tell him to knock on "Sleepy" Schaffer's door and tell him to 
take hie Waterfront Zoning Text and recycle it. 

It is urgent that you write today. CPC will vote in mid-August. 

TRESPASSING IN THE JANE STREET GARDEN 

on a recent recycling morning we discovered that the Jane Street Garden had been the victim 
of trespassers during the night. They had untied sheets of cardboard boxes and spread them 
out for sleeping along the 8th Avenue fence and behind the Chinese ho1ly. A number of dahlias 
and funkias were smashed flat and broken off. A number of the homeless who come for coffee 
at the nearby mission have shown an unusual interest in breaking off plants and flowers in 
the garden. If in the future you see anybody in the garden after 11 PM, call the 6th Precinct 
or us. We should not have to tolerate such damage. 
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Agenda: A session of writing letters opposing zoning changes on the 
waterfront to permit and encourage high-rise development. We are 
long past the Middle Ages and have no need for a walled city. If 
there is time we will also write letters regarding our demands for 
the new highway along the waterfront. 

WEST VILLAGE HARVEST FESTIVAL FAIR ON SUNDAY, OCTOBER 17 

The West Village Committee's Annual Harvest Festival Street Fair is set 
for Sunday, October 17 on the strip of 8th Avenue from Abingdon Square 
to 14th Street. Our table will be beside the Jane Street Garden which we 
maintain. We are inviting environmental and historic preservation groups 
to join us on the site, as well as elected officials who have backed our 
issues steadfastly, including Congressman Jerrold Nadler, Councilmember 
Tom Duane, Assemblymember Deborah Glick and Comptroller Elizabeth 
Holtzman. If you have white elephants to be sold, bring them the day of 
the Fair and they will be priced and displayed. Join us in the fun. 

THE WATERFRONT ZONING TEXT 

The execrable Waterfront Zoning Text, allowing 40-story buildings along 
New York's shorelines and 15-story structures in the water, has made its 
way through the toils of the City Planning Commission where it passed, 
to the City Council where it is to be voted on in early October. It can 
still be stopped. Write to Antonio Pagan and Kathryn Freed if you're in 
their districts; ask your friends in other districts to contact their 
Council members likewise, or call the Council office if it's easier. 
They can all be reached at City Hall, NY 10007, or through 788-7100. The 
zoning will allow superstores and residential development in industrial 
areas (costing jobs, gutting local small businesses, increasing auto 
traffic) and promote tremendous encroachments on public lands that give 
us access to sunlight, air and water. Don't let the 5% of our shores 
currently devoted to low-density housing become 95% devoted to high
density high-priced towers walling us in. 

We enclose our own testimony before the City Council on the Zoning issue 
to ~elp you formulate your own letter. But it is essential that you 
support our position. A dozen people testifying do not have the clout of 
hundreds. Please help. 

MEMORIAL SERVICE FOR JACK HANLEY 

A memorial service will be held in st. Veronica's Church, Saturday, 
Sept. 25 at 1 P.M. Jack was a member of one of the oldest Irish families 
in the West Village. He was a gentle, joyous and kindly man who helped 
us time and again. He was a victim of AIDS. 
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Agenda: West Village Committee Harvest Festival 
The Greerunarket 

GREENKARKBT ON ABINGDON 
First of all, CONGRATULATIONS and THANK YOU to all who testified at the 
hearing for our Greenmarket. Every presentation was eloquent, to the point, 
and just plain wonderful. The Parks Committee of Community Board 2 voted 7-1 
in favor of a trial period for the renewal of the Gansevoort Greenmarket on 
the western sidewalk of Abingdon Square. However, even if the full board 
approves this trial period on Sept. 22 (at the Village Community School, 272 
w. 10th st., 7 PM), the market will be reassessed at the Parks Committee 
meeting in December. They will be looking for complaints from the co-op board 
at 299 w. 12th, especially. Some members of the Parks Committee and of CB 2 
evidently would like to see this market defeated in December. It will be wise 
to let them know that they are not serving this community if so. Demand that 
we be allowed a small Greenmarket at Abingdon Square, a central point in the 
West Village. We urge you to dash off a note to Anthony Dapolito (Parks 
chair) or Rita Lee (CB 2 manager), Community Board 2, 3 Washington Square 
Village, NYC 10012, and send a copy to Ruth Messinger, Municipal Bldg, 19th 
Floor, NYC 10007. If the market is allowed and you think the Abingdon Square 
site is a success, that is something that the board and the person who 
appoints them, Ruth Messinger, should know. Thank you and congratulations 
again for going the extra mile for the farmers, for the park, and for our 
neighborhood. 

WHAT DO WE WANT ON THE WATERFRONT? 
It is extremely important that we all show up at the Community Board 2 
Waterfront Committee Hearing on Wed., Sept. 21, 7 PM, at St. Joseph's School, 
111 Washington Place (west of 6th Avenue) to tell Assemblyman Gottfried and 
State Senators Ohrenstein and Leichter that we won't allow the Urban 
Development Corporation (UDC) or its subsidiary, the Hudson River Park 
Conservancy to take over our waterfront. These three legislators have been 
pushing a bill that gives UDC total control on the waterfront and creates a 
slush fund for misplaced development there including fake wetlands. Opponents 
of the legislation incluQe the West Village Committee, Clean Air Campaign, 
Clearwater, the Federation to Preserve the GV Waterfront, the Sierra Club, 
Community Board 2. NYPIRG, and others. Assemblywoman Glick has been excellent 
in protecting us from this awful bill, but we need to stand up and be counted 
so that Governor Cuomo knows we won't tolerate UDC control of the Hudson. We 
want a · park there now. What to do: 1) speak out at the Sept. 21 meeting; 2) 
write to Gov. Cuomo (Executive Chamber, Albany, NY 12224) and demand that he 
oppose the legislation called the "Hudson River Waterfront Park Planning and 
Development" bill (presently S 8902, A 12294). 

WEST VILLAGE COMMITTEE HARVEST PESTIVAL 
The Harvest Festival, our street fair on 8th Avenue from Bleecker to 14th 
Street, is scheduled for Saturday, October B with a rain date of October 15. 
Our booth will be beside the Jane Street Garden and so we urge you to bring 
your white elephants there after 9:30 AM. Last year we had extraordinary 
music thanks to Hazel James' great organizing. However, this year we are 
foregoing music in deference to residents who could be disturbed by it. We 
are thinking about doing a smaller, homemade fair next year. Any suggestions, 
objections, volunteers? Other ways to raise money? 
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The fastest way to ruin a neighborhood is to run 
traffic through it. 

- Jane Jacobs 

PUBLIC HEARING 
on 

KEEPING WEST SIDE HIGHWAY TRAFFIC OFF VILLAGE STREETS! 
Tuesday 12 July 1994 

before community Board 2 at 
75 Morton street 

The Manhattan Developmental Center 
between Hudson and Greenwich streets 

6:30 PM. 

Rattling trucks rattle old buildings and rattle our brains. 
No other neighborhood in Manhattan has access to the ring road on 
every street. on the Upper West Side, highway ramps are every 10 to 
20 blocks, as on the FDR Drive. 

Demand a service road cut off from the highway except at Houston 
and Fourteenth Streets. 

1) Come to the hearing. This is an issue which a handful of leaders 
cannot win alone. We need people, hundreds of the , to demand the 
protection of our fragile houses and streets. 

2) Mark "in favor" of street detachment on sign-i card. 

3) You don't have to speak but if you want to, brin a sandwich and 
a·book and prepare to sit through many speakers. 

Trucking companies and garages will be at the h aring to speak 
against street detachment, for traffic on our st eets. Don't let 
these companies ruin our historic residential nl ighborhoods and 
pollute our lungs. 







Agenda : State decides to connect our streets to 9A 
Threat of River Project to the Village waterfront 

COURT VICTORY OVER HUDSON RIVER PARK CONSERVANCY 

Most of you have already heard that numerous environmental groups gained a 
court victory over the Hudson River Park Conservancy before State Supreme 
Court Justice Kristin Booth Glen. The ruling did not kill HRPC, but stated 
that Governor Cuomo violated the law by creating HRPC without any environ
mental study. But there is no real victory until HRPC is dead. Tom Fox has 
been dismissed as head of HRPC, but he is refusing to leave since he says 
that only the board of dictatorial HRPC can fire him. But Governor Pataki can 
dissolve HRPC altogether. We strongly urge you call the Governor's local 
Manhattan office - 417-2100 - and urge that he kill HRPC - or, if you prefer, 
write to Governor George E. Pataki, The Executive Chamber, Capitol, Albany, 
NY 12224 and beg him to dissolve HRPC. And don't wait - act now! 

ABINGDON SQUARE GREENMARKET EXTENDED 

Community Board 2 has approved the enlargement of the Abingdon Square Park 
Greenmarket to include the east side of the Park along 8th Avenue. The market 
will reopen in May with its usual array of goodies including a fish truck. 

WORK NEEDED IN JANE STREET AND JEFFERSON GARDENS 

The next few months will be spent in cleaning and reviving the Jane Street 
Garden and the Rock Garden area behind Jefferson Market Library. Jane Street 
will not be very difficult, Jefferson is more of a disaster with many plants 
destroyed. Somebody decided that the fence would be better painted green, so 
they walked on and broke all the roses planted along the 10th Street fence. 
Grey or black is better than green on a garden fence. But . at least the 
exterior of the Library is cleaned and restored - magnificent! We can always 
plant another garden; but nobody is going to build another mid-Victorian 
beauty like Jefferson Market. 

STOP THE GARBAGE STENCH ON MORTON STREET 

The stench of kitchen waste being stored in the Atlas Paper site near the 
foot of Morton Street ' continues to cause disgust in the · area. Residents 
insist that the garbage has brought an increase in truck traffic as the 
rotting material is delivered, packaged, and trucked away to landfill. A 
meeting with Deputy Mayor Frances Reiter got us nowhere, as usual. But 
letters to Reiter are still in order, 250 Broadway, 14th Floor, NYC 10007, 
and letters to Hon. Reggie Fitzgerald, Transportation Committee, Community 
Board 2, 3 Washington Square Village, NY 10012-1899 asking for relief might 
be even more helpful. This facility does not belong in what is an essentially 
a mixed residential/commercial neighborhood. 
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Note: There will be no meeting during August. 

UPDATE ON THE WATERFRONT 

We knew that the HRPC always had commercial uses in mind for the 
waterfront. Now, after the architect presented some fairly green 
designs, the Pataki-powered HRPC proposes several restaurants, a food 
market, a Kiddie City, a caterers', and a boat showroom on Pier 40, as 
well as the one softball field. This in a space where there should be 
room for just about every park use, including much-needed green play 
space for the burgeoning child population downtown. HRPC' s justification 
is MONEY, though if they would forgo commercial uses, we would have 
ample funds with which to create the kind of simple green space we want, 
with the Westway trade-in money. If we were granted a waiver on paying 
back that $80 million, commercial uses would be forbidden -- which is 
just what we want. 

The HRPC plans march arm-in-arm, of course, with the highway plans. The 
highway -- our section of it -- is going to be begun within months. The 
HRPC's much-vaunted bikeway is actually part of the highway design. The 
median strip of the highway is still projected as being 19 feet wide. 
That 19 feet could have given us our service road and thereby the 
limited access to our streets that the entire community supports. It can 
also be regarded as at least 15 feet less of park on the shore side. 
Either way, it seems an absurd and .objectionable design element. This is 
mystifying. Why can't we have street cutoffs, as every other 
neighborhood in Manhattan does? And will the median strip be our park 
when they get done installing commercial uses on the shore side? 

We have all had to speak at _too many hearings and write too many letters 
but don't stop now. Don't let them think we've given up in 

exhaustion, even though we are exhausted. Write Pataki, Gargano, HRPC, 
DOT. Tell them we want the Westway money, street cutoffs, no commercial 
uses, green landscaping without buildings, and no so-called public 
authorities on the waterfront. Our plans are modest. It is their 
projections that are grandiose and costly, and that our tax money will 
end ~p subsidizing. 

SERAVALLI PLAYGROUND 

Seravalli Playground has been fortunate, given the drastic Parks 
Department cutbacks, to have a full-time attendant assigned for the 
summer. He is Bruce Adams and he is doing an outstanding job, not only 
in keeping the Playground exceptionally clean and safe, but also by 
providing recreational activities for the many programs and hundreds of 
children using Seravalli daily. 

' 
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Note: This issue of the newsletter will reach you earlier than usual: therefore be sure 
to note the date of the next meeting on your calendar. 

· UPDATE OH ROUTE 9-A 

According to the Pataki-appointed new head of the state Department of Transportation, 
construction of the highway is to begin this January. It will start with our segment, 
between Houston and Fourteenth Streets and no street detachment is in the plans. Their 
plan for parkland west of the highway includes restaurants, boat showrooms, and other 
commercial establishments. In short, what so many of us have worked so hard for over 
the years, they are determined to deny, despite the clear wishes of the community and 
the excellent alternatives that are available. 

At a time when budgets are ruthlessly shredded and workers are slashed to save mere 
thousands of dollars, $80 million has been thrown away. Why? So that government cronies 
can make as many millions with commercial development paid for with our tax money. The 
Department of Transportation refuses to request a waiver on the Westway payback 
because, they say, it will potentially entail delay and they want to start building 
now. As we know, keeping that federal highway money left over from Westway would 
preclude commercial development of the waterfront. 

The construction-business executive Charles Gargano, appointed by Pataki to the state 
Department of Economic Development authority in control of the waterfront, has a 
substantial interest in a riverboat-gambling outfit he has been trying to bring to New 
York. Riverboat gambling has been proposed for the Hudson. Do you want Vegas in the 
Village? 

It further seems to be the case that the reason we cannot get street detachment, such 
as every other residential neighborhood in Manhattan enjoys, is because that would 
preclude extending our streets and city services (paid for with our tax money) to the 
commercial ventures, such as gambling casinos or yacht salesrooms, on our shore. 
Developers on their own could never afford to provide the road service and 
infrastructure. Legally, street detachment would prevent our having to provide them. 

Our local legislators - Glick, Duane, Nadler - have been staunch on these issues. Our 
problems have always been higher up in the political hierarchy: the governor, the 
mayor, and the powerful authorities they control and endlessly fund with our money 
through bond issues. Next year, over 100\ of our city taxes will be needed to start 
paying off overdue bonds. You may be sure they will use this as an excuse to further 
muck up our shores, saying that the income generated by development is needed to pay 
for the highway we didn't need in the first place and the three trees they are going 
to call a park. 

Don't stop writing letters to the governor and the mayor expressing your outrage over 
these offenses. But even better if you join forces with individuals and groups in other 
parts of town, in the boroughs and upstate. It has been made clear by both Democratic 
and Republican administrations that Village votes are not important votes. Show them 
that no one wants to see the river spoiled, that no one wants the ruination of the 
national treasures that are our historic neighborhood and harbor. No one except those 
who stand to profit directly from such ruination. Photocopy this issue of the 
newsletter and send it to your far-flung friends. The Upper West Side is threatened by 
the same forces, as are parts of Queens (at Hunter's Point) and Staten Island (at the 
Alice Austen Homestead). 

NOTE THE ENCLOSED LETTER 

When we contacted the National Trust for Historic Preservation they told us that the 
West Village Committee was the only organization requesting support for streets 
detached from Route 9A. We urge you to get your group, block association or other, to 
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WEST VILLAGE AMNUAL CELEBRATION DillHER 

The December meeting will be Tuesday, December 5, at 7 PM in st. John's Parish Hall. 
This will be the annual celebration that our neighborhood escaped urban renewal back 
in the sixties. A feast will be provided at a charge of $10 per person. You may bring 
your own wine if you wish. If you have a favorite dish you would like to prepare for 
the event, please let us know. This is an informal party where you can meet your 
neighbors and make new friends. You must let us know by Saturday December 2 if you are 
attending so we will know how much food to provide. 

OR 'rBE WATERFRONT 

We are disturbed by recent statements that Pier 40 is to be the waterfront park for the 
West Village. The rest is proposed for development, with walking and bike paths only. 
Rumors abound that the city would like us to back off from the Community Board's I97A 
plan which does not allow high-rise building. There are also rumors that the city would 
like to kill the meat market and hand it over to developers. Pressure is on to rezone 
the south side of 14th Street to be compatible with the higher Chelsea zoning. Let us 
have no dirty deals to gain an inch here and lose a yard there. Governor Pataki's 
excuse for why the state is determined to attach all local streets to Route 9A is that 
it was a decision made by State commissioner Daly. Yet we know the Governor has some 
influence: Daly was not self-appointed to his position of power. We must fight back -
dig our feet in the Hudson shore and refuse to move. 

IT'S ONE WATERFRONT 

At first sight it may look as if the proposed Trump project called "Riverside South" 
has little to do with us in the West Village, but if nothing else, we are connected 
underground: the impact of those 4,000 or so new housing units on the already 
overburdened North Sewage Treatment Plant will cause more flooding of basements with 
sewage on Jane and Horatio Streets. As you know, we have joined in the lawsuit 
initiated by the Coalition for a Livable West Side t~ prevent this eventuality. But 
there are larger issues here, as well. Trump has applied for a $350 million loan 
guarantee from HUD and is eligible for ou1::~size tax abatements in exchange for some 
limited lower income housing (8% of the units, and only for 20 years) in the luxury 
project. All city taxpayers will be subsidizing those abatements and loans, as we are 
already subsidizing the 63 million empty square feet of off ice space for which we 
allowed our government to float bonds and guarantee payment in the eighties. Payment 
for bonds on such projects is expected to amount to 118% of our city tax dollar in 
1996. In other words, there is already no way to pay for it. Hundreds of West-aiders 
turned out recently to speak to BUD against the project. The New York Observer followed 
up with an article, as did The Nation. If you can stand to write any more letters, your 
views can make a difference, whether they are letters to editors, to Clinton or HUD; 
or checks to the Coalition for a Livable West Side, P.O. Box 78, Ansonia Station, New 
York, NY 10023; or to the West Village Committee, in support of the lawsuit. 

JEFFERSON MARKE~ LIBRARY BELL TOWER 

The Jefferson Market Library was built as a police court and jail at the height of the 
Victorian period. The city intended to demol ish this Victorian landmark, but Margot 
Gayle and Ruth and Philip Wittenberg aroused the community to preserve it as a library. 
It was a marvelous restoration but the one thing they never achieved was to make the 
bell in the tower ring once more. The Wittenbergs are gone, but Ma.rgot Gayle is still 
here and she is making a giant effort to restore the ringing bell. Together with Verna 
Small, Cynthia Crane, Marilyn Dorato and others, she is raising $10,000 for the repair 
work, which will include the installation of an electrical mechanism to make the bell 
ring on the hour during daytime hours up until 10 PM. You may make a tax deductible 
donation to this project through the West '1illage Committee by marking your check "for 
the bell tower." 



To: West Village residents 
DO YOU REALIZE ... 

Your quiet Village street is about to become the on/off ramp for a major highway ... 
Your house it going to shake with the traffic vibrations ..• 
You & your kids will have to dodge more speeding cars & trucks ... 
Your air quality is going to get worse. •• 

WAKE UPI WE DON'T HA VE TO TAKE THIS! 

Construction (or Route 9A (West SJ. rebuilt (or a whopping $380 million) will begi11 11ext vear. It will 
have three southbound lanes, a closed center median of 21 feet, a11d (our northbound lanes. 
ALL VILLAGE STREETS CONNECT DIRECTLY TO THE NORTHBOUND LANES. 

NO OTHER NEIGHBORHOOD IN THE CITY HAS ITS LOCAL STREETS CONNECTED TO A 
MAJOR HIGHWAY. THE FDR DOESN'T CONNECT AT EVERY LOCAL STREET. THE UPPER 
WEST SIDE STREETS DON'T CONNECT TO THE WEST SIDE HIGHWAY AT EVERY LOCAL 
STREET. ARE OUR LIVES AND HOMES LESS VALUABLE? 

Thev 're saving there's not enough room for a service road-but tliev have a 2l (oot median and (our 
traffic lanes northbound, which narrow to three above 14th Street. They 're saving it would de/av Route 
9A, as iftl1at's more important tliati the impact oft~is bad decision 011 tl1e Village. 

DETACH VILLAGE STREETS FROM ROUTE 9A! 

BOMBARD THE FOLLOWING OFFICIALS WITH LETTERS: 

Mayor Rudolph Giuliani, City Hall, NY,NY 10007 
Commissioner John Daly, State DOT, 5 Gov. Harriman State Campus, Albany, NY 12232 
Governor George Pataki, Executive Chambers, Albany, NY 12224 
Frank Sanchis, National Trust for Historic Properties, 1785 Mass. Ave. Washington DC 20036 
Borough President Ruth Messinger, Municipal Bldg., NY,NY 10007 
State Senator Catherine Abate, 270 Broadway, NY.NY 10007 
State Senator Franz Lflichter, IO Columbus Circle, NY, NY 10019 
Assemblymember Deborah Glick, 853 Broadway, NY.NY 10003 
Congressman Jerry Nadler, 1841 Broadway, NY, NY 10023 
Councilman Tom Duane, 275 Seventh Ave., 12th Fl., NY,NY 10001 

Tell them that Route 9 A plans must include detachment of Village streets. 

DETACH VILLAGE STREETS FROM ROUTE 9A! 

I '! ~JZ.U , "Serving and Preserving the Greenwich Village Community 

~rtseif t ttj'~!it I .I: I$}..:; .. _, ..., tor More Than a Quarter Century" 

i::!,:!D. !~~MR ii': !I Rip~ ii 
~J;;f!?~.~~ · ~l 

THE WEST VILLAGE COMMITTEE 

702 Greenwich Street • New York, New York 10014 • 



"Serving and Preserving the Greenwich Village Community 
for More Than a Quarter Century" 

TBE WEST VILLAGE COllllITTEE 

70a- Greenwich Street • New York, New York 1001-1 • (818) 8-18-0788 

j\) q '-( 
cl , 

If you were concerned about Westway and the subsequent controversy over the 
land between West Street and the underwater land extending to the end of the 
piers, you have probably heard about the $80 million in Federal money 
currently in control of the State Department of Transportation and the 
custodianship of Governor Cuomo. 

The money came from the Feds to purchase the waterfront for Westway. The 
money is available to be used for landscaping - for creating a scenic view 
along the Hudson. A green park could be built tomorrow if the Governor were 
to okay it. However, Mario Cuomo was for Westway, and still favors 
development. What that Federal money cannot be used for is buildings and 
commercial development. Therefore, Cuomo wants to give it back. He would 
rather give favors - and our tax money - to his developer friends than have 
a park built with Federal funds - a park that people who live in Chelsea, the 
Village, and parts south have been fighting for and needing so long that many 
of the children for whom the park was originally required already have 
children for their own. 

Furthermore, if a simple green park were created, other Federal 
funds for such enhancements would become available. 

On Feb. 3, the agency Cuomo put in charge of this stretch of waterfront, the 
misleadingly named Hudson River Park Conservancy - which plans to build 
luxury residential housing on the piers in the water, among other things -
will vote to return the $80 million to the Federal coffers. This will not 
only keep us from having a bucolic park, but will quite probably destroy the 
working waterfront and the natural shoreline as well. The Hudson River Park 
Conservancy will possess the same dictatorial powers as its parent agency, 
the Urban Development Corporation. It will cost us in bond issues, but it 
will provide plenty of pork for pols and their pals. 

We can have a park without buildings. We can make the magnificent Hudson -
one of truly great rivers of the world - a viewable and integral part of the 
city's edge. It is only the greed of developers that stands in the way. Call 
the Governor and let him know where you stand. Ask your friends upstate to 
call him. And let your local officials who wish to keep the $80 million for 
a park know they have your support: Deborah Glick (674-5153) (fax 674-5530), 
Jerrold Nadler (489-3530) (fax 977-3546), Tom Duane (929-5501) (fax 929-
5562). We also urge phone calls to the following: 

Governor Mario Cuomo, New York City office (212/417-2100). 
Richard Gottfried, Scott Stringer, Ed Sullivan, and Assembly Speaker Sheldon 
Silver, State Assembly, Albany (518/455-4100). 
state Senators Franz Leichter and Manfred Ohrenstein, State Senate, Albany 
(518/455-2800). 

And other West Side Council members: Ronnie Eldridge (765-4339), Stan Michels 
(788-7700), Kathryn Freed (732-5675), Virginia Fields (788-6972). In 
addition, phone calls to Mayor Rudolph Giuliani (788-3000), Comptroller Alan 
Hevesi (669-3500), Baro President Ruth Messinger (669-8300), and to Public 
Advocate Mark Green (669-7200) may bear good fruit. 




