
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Testimony of Council Member Erik Bottcher and Assembly Member Deborah J. Glick 

Before the Landmarks Preservation Commission  

Regarding Application LP-22-06302 

 

August 10, 2023 

 

Thank you for the opportunity to submit testimony regarding the application to make alterations 

and excavate the cellar and rear yard of 131 and 131 ½ Charles Street in the Greenwich Village 

neighborhood of Lower Manhattan. As elected officials representing the historic West Village, we 

write to  urge you to reject the revised proposal for alterations to and excavation under this 

property. 

These changes would potentially endanger and negatively alter what is one of New York’s earliest 

individual landmarks. This unique building is one of the city’s most intact federal era houses, the 

former home of celebrated photographer Diane Arbus, and a National Register of Historic Places-

listed property. In addition, it is located within the Greenwich Village Historic District Extension.  

Although the proposed excavation under the main house has been reduced from an earlier proposal, 

we still believe that such work has the real potential to fatally undermine this and adjacent 

buildings. While we are pleased to see that historic doors and windows will remain, we object to 

the remaining proposal to eliminate the horse walk. An excavation under the rear yard and house 

is dangerous and could risk compromising these and other nearby landmarked structures, including 

the front house.   

We strongly believe that protecting a property like 131 and 131 ½ Charles Street is exactly what 

the Landmarks Preservation Commission exists to do, and we’ve seen far too many historic 

structures compromised by unwise excavations in recent months. Please say no to this revised 

proposal.  

 

Thank you.   

 

 


