
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

  

34 ½ East 12th Street – built 1855 

Currently Police Athletic League Building 

Originally Grammar School 47 

Later 12th Street Advanced School for Girls (1856) – first public 

school for girls in NYC 

Later Girls High School (1897) – first high school for girls in NYC 

Designated an individual NYC landmark – 1998  

 

Landmark designation report (1998) 

Additional history: 

 https://www.villagepreservation.org/2021/03/02/setting-women-up-for-success-lydia-

fowler-wadleigh/ 

 https://www.villagepreservation.org/2015/11/02/landmarks50-the-police-athletic-

league-building/  

 https://www.villagepreservation.org/2012/08/01/back-to-school/ 

Building has been in an apparent state of disuse, in poor condition, and under scaffolding, for 

almost two decades. 

It is listed as the headquarters of the Police Athletic League, which describes itself as “ New 

York City’s largest independent youth development not-for-profit organization.” However, 

NYC’s ZOLA lists the NYPD as the building owner. 
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https://media.villagepreservation.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/03/15122611/Police-Athletic-League-Building-NYC-LPC-Designation-Report.pdf
https://www.villagepreservation.org/2021/03/02/setting-women-up-for-success-lydia-fowler-wadleigh/
https://www.villagepreservation.org/2021/03/02/setting-women-up-for-success-lydia-fowler-wadleigh/
https://www.villagepreservation.org/2015/11/02/landmarks50-the-police-athletic-league-building/
https://www.villagepreservation.org/2015/11/02/landmarks50-the-police-athletic-league-building/
https://www.villagepreservation.org/2012/08/01/back-to-school/
https://palnyc.org/
https://palnyc.org/who-we-are
https://zola.planninglabs.nyc/l/lot/1/563/20?search=true#18.53/40.7335075/-73.9915986


VIOLATIONS 

The most recent and most significant DOB violation was issued on May 7, 2025, for: "Failure to maintain 

building exterior facade and/or appurtenances in code compliant manner. Observed at exposure 1 (north 

elevation) broken window, spalling/spalled stone lintels & sills. Damaged parapet cornice. Remedy: repair 

and/or replace." 

Other open DOB violations are all related to elevator inspections -- there are 7 such violations -- the building 

currently owes $10K in civil penalties, all for the elevator violations. 

PERMITS 

The earliest sidewalk shed permit accessible online was approved on May 30, 2008. Additional permits for 

scaffolding and shed were issued on June 10, 2013 and September 18, 2015, respectively, and renewed 

several times since. The current sidewalk shed permit is valid through October 10, 2026 (see attached -- note 

that it says the shed is for "remedial repairs," but these permits have had that qualifier for many years and 

don't seem to be connected to any actual repair proposal). 

There is just one LPC permit, from 2019 (expired in 2025), for "exterior work at the roof, including installing a 

chiller and associated dunnage and conduit, as well as interior alterations at the first through fourth floors, 

including mechanical and structural work." 

 

https://a810-bisweb.nyc.gov/bisweb/ActionViolationDisplayServlet?requestid=3&allbin=1009129&allinquirytype=BXS3OCV4&allboroughname=&allstrt=&allnumbhous=&allisn=0002791515&ppremise60=050725CSR10203MA
https://a810-bisweb.nyc.gov/bisweb/JobsQueryByNumberServlet?requestid=2&passjobnumber=110183658&passdocnumber=01
https://a810-bisweb.nyc.gov/bisweb/JobsQueryByNumberServlet?requestid=2&passjobnumber=121676800&passdocnumber=01
https://a810-bisweb.nyc.gov/bisweb/JobsQueryByNumberServlet?requestid=2&passjobnumber=140404266&passdocnumber=01
https://s-media.nyc.gov/agencies/lpc/Permits/PermitFiles/SRB-19-41414.pdf


 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 


