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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND OHIGINAL {IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Metropolitan Savings Bank Building occupies an urban corner plot
bounded on the west by the Bowery and on the south by East Seventh
Street. The three and one-half-story structure is rectangular
in plan with its central axis oriented east and west. 1t faces
a small, open squarc. Commfercial buildings of compatiable scale
flank the structure on East Seventh Street and the Bowery.

The composition of the building's exterior design is determined
by the massing, by the treatment of wall surfaces and by the
use of decorative details. The full stone basement, rusticated
to the level of the water table, supports the load-bearing walls
of smooth ashlar masonry. Rustication also gives bold emphasis
to the quoins at the corners of the building and to the
round-arched door surround on the west (front) elevation. A
segmental arcade supported by engaged pilastcers surrounds the
building at the first floor level. The vertical thrust achieved
by the massing of the building, the mansard roof, and the tall,
threc-story projection of the central bay on the west elevation P—
is balanced by the horizontal emphasis resulting from bands of
fenestration and from the dentiled belt course which delineates
each story. An ornate dentiled cornice at the roof line enhances
the horizontal emphasis.

The fenestration surrounding all three stories is regular.
Large double-hung windows are recessed within the arches of the

first story. Tall arched windows capped by bracketed stone R
entablatures characterize the second and third stories. The .
center bay on the west elevation projects slightly to form a

decorative portico. Fluted columns flanking the main entrance b

support a second-story balcony, balustraded and surmounted by
a stone pediment, .

The horizontal plane of the slate-covered mansard roof is
relieved by a total of twelve round-hooded dormers with pediments,
three evenly spaced across each roof elevation.

The interior of the Metropolitan Savings Bank Building remains

remarkably intact, retaining most of its original fabric. The

bascment and first floor consist largely of unpartitioned open

spacc, while the upper two and onc-half stories arc divided into )

offices. The building's "fireproof" construction features HE

include cast iron columns and iron beams supporting the floors, -
- and cast iron staircases. In the basement is located the orig%nal w
‘ iron bank vault, and the vaulted "fireproof" basement ceiling 1S

built of iron. Original wood moldings, wainscoting, and panecled

doors survive throughout the interior of the building
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Minor altcrations to the structure have occurred since 1937,
when the former Metropolitan Savings Bank Building was
purchased by the First Ukranian Assembly of God for use as a house
of worship. The basement and first floor are the focal areas
for worship services, and pews, altars and pulpits have been
installed in these rooms. A rectory office has been partitioned
off at the northeast corner of the large first floor room.
Electricity and central heating have been added to the building
during the twentieth century. :
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Erected in 1867, the Metropolitan Savings Bank Building is a
significant example of mid-nineteenth century commercial
architecture in New York City which has retained its stylistic and
physical integrity despite the pressures of urban development
during the twentieth century. Designed by Carl Pfeiffer, a
German-born architect, the Metropolitan Savings Bank is an exceptional
Second -Empire-style stone structurc which was also a noted attempt
at "fireproof" construction. The building survives with its
interior and exterior virtually intact.

The Metropolitan Savings Bank was built according to the design
of Carl Pfeiffer (1838-1888). Born and trained in architecture and
cngincering in Germany, Pfeiffer immigrated to the United States
in 1863, establishing himself as an architect in New York shortly
thereafter. Among Pfeiffer's commissions were the Fifth Avenue
Presbyterian Church, the Rooscvelt Hospital and Asylum, and townhouses
in the Washington Heights area. Pfeiffer also designed the New 1
Jersey Building at the Centennial Exposition of 1876 in Philadelphia.

During the early nineteenth century the city of New York was
ravaged by a number of disastrous fires which destroyed entire blocks
of commercial buildings. In his design for the Metropolitan Savings
Bank Building, Carl Pfeiffer attempted, through the use of stone
and iron construction materials, to render the building fireproof.
Soon after the bank was completed in 1867, a report published by
the Superintendent of Buildings for the City of New York noted:

In the construction of this building no combustible
materials have been used,either externally or
internally, where masonry or ironwork could bec made
available, rendering the same fireprool. Were

Henry F. Withey and Elsie Rathburn Withey, Biographical Dictionary
of American Architects (Los Angeles, 1970), p. 470.
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buildings constructed after the manner

of the Metropolitan

sSavings Bank, the

frequency of conflagrations, and the

immense destruction

of merchandisc by

fire and water, which have from time to
time visited upon our city, would be

materially lessened,

if not altogether

prevented. It 1s one of the handsomest
constructed buildings

and most thoroughly
jn the city, and is

a perfect model in

its precaution against fire.

With its mansard roof, 1its dentiled cornices and bracketed
window entablatures, and its decorative wall treatment, the
Metropolitan Savings Bank Building is among the mo

st aesthetically
distinctive commercial buildings to survive from the nine

century in New York City. The liberal use of iron structural
building likewisc helps to

vings Bank as an important

ion techniques.

elements on the interior of the
distinguish the Metropolitan Sa
landmark in the development of

fireproof construct

GPO

teenth

A92 455

L e e
oo



(Page 6 of 8)

EAMAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES

“MA] UIN DILLLAVSWUIALL 8a & an —=

Files of the New York City Landmarks Preservation Commission.

Withey, Henry F., and Elsie Rathburn Withey. Biographical
Dictionary of American Architects. Los Angeles, 1970.

[GEOGRAPHICAL DATA |

ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY ___M_.L acre
UTM REFERENCES

Al1,8] 1518,512,5:0) 14,510,819,4,0] AP 1 A A AP TAE il

ZONE EASTING NQRTHING ‘ZONE ~ EASTING NORTHING

CL_I_]L_l__]__L_I__L_l‘ilI'IIJ DLJ._l'llli]_Illllllll

VERBAL BOUNDARY DE SCRIPTION

TIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES

STATE CODE COUNTY CODE

i .

STATE CODE COUNTY . CODE

FORM PREPARED BY Edited by: %aymond W. Smith, Program Assistant

)yl ffice of Parks § RCCI‘ea.tlon

Albany, NY
Stephen S. Lash and Ellen F. Rosebrock, Associates .

ORGANIZATION DATE ;

NYC Landmarks Preservation Commission 0y AR e

STREET & MUMBER | TELEPHONE

305 Broadway 212-566-7577
CITY OR TOWN STATE

New York New York -10007

STA’I‘E HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICER CERTIFICATION

THE EVALUATED SIGNIFICANCE OF THIS PROPERTY WITHIN THE STATE IS:
NATIONAL STATE rocaL XXX

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 [Public Law 89-665). |
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