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1. Name of Property

histAaric nama Rarman Cuanaalinat | idhmrme Fieooseads ad B4 Rdaols

historic name__ German Evangslical Lutheran Church of St. Mark

other names/site number Evangselical Lutheran Church of St. Matthew: Community Synagogue Center;
Community Synagogue Max D, Raiskin Centar

2. Location

street & number _323 Cast 6" Straat [ ] not for publication
city or town New York [ ] vicinity

state New York code _NY county New York code 061 zip code 10003

3. State/Federal Agency Certification

As the designated authority under the Nationat Historic Preservation Act, as amended, | harsby certify that this [X) nomination
[ ] request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the National Register of
Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirementa as set foith in 35 CFR Part 60. In my apinion, the property

[X] meets § ] doses npt meet he National Re r criteria. | recommend that this property be considered significant{ ] nationally
{1 statw X %ﬂ ! 40 ation shast for additional un_lments.) /
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{ ¥ ¥ '(smnature of certifying official Title

Naw York State Office of Parks, Recreation & Historic Pressrvation
Stale or Faderal agency and bureau .

In my opinlon, the property | | meeta { | doas not mseet the National Register criteriz. {[ ] sas continuation shest for additional
comments. )
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State or Faderal agenoy and bureau

4. National Park Service Certification

| hereby certify that the proparty is: Signatura of the Keeper date of action
['] entersd In the National Register
[ lses continuation sheet

[ ]determined eliglbls for the National Register
[ ] see continuation sheet
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New York County, New York

County and State

5. Classiflcation

Ownership of Property Category of Property
{chack as many hoxas as apply) (Check only ane box)
[X] private [X] building(s)
[ ] public-locat [ ]district
[ ] public-State [ }site
[ 1 publiic-Federal [ ]structure
[ ]object

Name of related multiple property listing

Name of related multiple property listing
{Enter “N/A” if proparty is not part of a multiple proparty listing)

Number of Rasources within Property
(Do not include praviously listed resources n tha count)

Contributing Noncantributing
1 Q buildings
sites
struetures
objects
1 0 TOTAL

Number of contributing resources previously

Number of contributing resources previously
listed in the National Register

_N/A 0
6. Function or Use
Historic Functlons Current Functions

{enter categories from instructions)

RELIGION/rsligious facility: church

({Enter categories from instructions)

RELIGION/religious facility: synagogue

7. Descriptlon

Architectural Classiflcation
{Enter categeries from instructions)

MID-18" CENTURY/Renaissance Revival

Materlals
{Enter categories from instructions)

foundation _stone

walls _brick

Narrative Description

roof _asphalt

othar

(Describe the historic and current condition of the property on one or mors continuation shests)
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7. Narrative Description
7. Narrative Description

Exterior

The Renaissance Revival brick building at 323 East 6" Street in New York City has been in
continuous use as a house of worship and center of community life for over 155 years. Built in
1847 by the Evangelical Lutheran Church of St. Matthew, it soon thereafter became the home of
another congregation, the German Evangelical Lutheran Church of St. Mark and served that group
for 92 years. Since 1940 it has served as the home of the Community Synagogue Center (now
Community Synagogue Max D. Raiskin Center), which was founded by local businessmen that
same year.

The building is located on the north side of East 6™ Street between First and Second Avenues in
New York City’s East Village. This block of East 6™ Street consists of 19"-century brick row
houses and tenement buildings.

The Renaissance Revival ecclesiastical building is constructed of red brick in running hond, set
above a brownstone base. It is 57" wide by 82" deep, and 35° high from curb to highest point of the
beams.'

The building’s main facade is organized as a double-height temple front. Four square brick piets
support an entablature topped by a metal cornice and a central pediment; both comice and pediment
are adorned with modillions. As though superimposed over the central bay, an entrance bay projects
slightly beyond the level of the four brick piers, creating the appearance of a double-pier enframed
entrance porch. The piers sit on very tall bases. The building’s main entrance, approached by a
flight of steps from the sidewalk level, is through a set of paneled double wooden doors, set within a
classical frame, with a paneled transom above. Two lanterns flank the entrance at the level of the
top of the doors. In the area of the central bay above the entrance there is a panel, inscribed:
“Community Synagogue, December 1940, Dedicated to the Glory of God and the Brotherhood of
Man, Max D. Raiskin Center.” The bays to either side of the entrance are largely taken up with
blind windows, each with a brownstone sill and lintel, painted white. >

The sides of the building, on the east and west, are simple brick facades with tall window openings.
In 1887, the church built a rear addition along the basement and first floor for a "director's room"
and which is now used for the Rabbi's study and the office.

! According to measurements provided on Building Department Application to Alter, Repair, Etc., No 1135 of June 6, 1887, the
building is 57* wide by 82" deep, and 35" high from curb to highest point of the beams.

% Photographs from the New York Public Library that were taken in 1934 show the church with its monochromatic palate. The
synapogue has since painted it red with white trim.
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A metal fence with gates runs in front of the entire length of the building’s facade at the

nidagnlls Liva 3 ,
A1igrl 16ice with gates runs 1n tront of the entire length ot the building’s tacade at the
sidewalk line.’

Interior

The building’s main sanctuary is a simple, double-height box with a balcony on three sides. The
balcony has a pancled wooden facing, and is supported on slender wood columns, five on either side
and two in the back. The columns actually run through the wooden pews below them. Fluorescent
lighting has been added under the balconies. Where the balcony meets the front wall, on either side,
there is a doorway leading out of the sanctuary.

The angled wooden pews, which are laid out in four rows with a center and two side aisles - and an
additional section facing perpendicularly to them at either front corner — date from at least the late
19th century, based on photographic evidence, and probably to 1848.% A small mechitza (screen or
grille)-- dividing the sanctuary between a men's and a women's section, as required in Qrthodox
Jewish custom — has been added on the east edge of the center aisle,

Four decorative leaded-glass windows on each side extend nearly the full height of the room.
Records indicate that memorial windows were installed during the pastorate of Rev. Haas, probably
in the 1890s. According to Max Isaacs of Community Synagogue, the windows, which are very
simple in design, were kept when the synagogue took over the building. Some sections, such as the
roundels at the balcony level, were replaced with Jewish motifs, and names of Community
Synagogue members were added.”

The north wall is graced with a large wooden classical arch, set between fluted pilasters, that once
defined the altar and now frames the ark. Nineteenth-century photographs date it to at least 1887,
and date the "altar" rail and pulpit, which are still in use, to 1897. ¢ A painting within the arch,
added after the building became a synagogue, shows the Lions of Judah flanking the tablets of the
Law. A raised platform extends in front of the ark; on its east side, there is an angled wooden pulpit
whose sides are adorned with panels, columns and arches. Elsewhere on the platform there are
various synagogue furnishings, including two mencrahs (candelabras) and several chairs.

® This addition, according to the application, is 9° wide (front), 13" wide (rear) and 30" decp, built of brick on a stone base. Buildings
Department “Application to alter....” June 6, 1887.
4 .
ihid., p. 7.
3 Ibid., p. 5; interview with Max Isaacs, Dec, 1, 1999,
§ Zion-St. Mark s, p7.
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A number of memorial plaques have been affixed to the rear and west walls of the sanctuary.

A niimber of hemdiial plagues have been Atfixed to the rear and west walls of the sanctuary. =
Staircases outside the sanctuary lead up to the balcony level. The balcony floor steps back in four
levels, supporting three levels of built-in pews on the sides and at the back. The original church
organ, with decoratively painted pipes, survives at the back of the balcony section, but it is partially
hidden from view by newly added air-conditioning units. A number of memorial plaques have been
affixed to the rear wall.

The sanctuary’s flat ceiling is coved at the sides - the coved portion between ceiling and walls is set
off by ribbed molding. A small chandelier hangs from the ceiling near the front. Additional lighting
now comes from fluorescent lighting fixtures hidden behind the moldings, and recessed ceiling
lights.

The stair halls that lead from the basement to the sanctuary and from the sanctuary to the balcony
have been covered in modern paneling. Beneath the sanctuary, a large, modern-looking space
includes a small worship space, a community room with a kitchen, and the rabbi’s office in the back.

Alterations to the building, as attested to by Building Department records and an interview with
Max Isaacs, include replacement of the staircases, tiling of the floors, redesigning of the plan of the
basement rooms, and installation of fire exits and fire escapes.’

7 Interview with Max Isaacs, Dec. 1, 1999.
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8. Statement of Significance :

Applicable Natlonal Register Criteria : Areag of Significance:

{Mark “<" in oné or mora baxes for the criteria qualifying the proparty (Enter categories from instructions)

for National Register listing.}
Social History

[X1A Property associated with events that have made
a significant contribution to the broad patterns Architecture

of our history.

[ 1B Property is associated with the lives of persons
significant in our past.

[ 5% I o Dramaris ambodisae tha Aistinsadives alesrasstarvistine

[X]C Property embodies tha distinetive characteristics
of a type, period, or method of construstion or that

represents the work of a master, or possesses Period of Significance:
high artistic values, or represents a significant and
distinguishable entity whose componants lack 1847-1940

individual distinction.

[ 1D Property has yielded, or is likely to yield, information Significant Dates:
important in prehistory or history.
1847 1857 1887 1897 1904, 1940

Criteria Considerations
{Mark " In all boxes that apply.)

[X]IA owned by a religious institution or used for

religious purposes. Signlificant Person:

[ 1B removed from its original location N/A

[ 1€ abirnhplace or grave

[ 1D acemstery

Cultural Afflliatlon:
[ IE areconstructed building, object, or structure

[ |F  acommemorative property

[ 1G less than 50 years of age or achieved significance Architect/Bullder:
within the past 50 years

Narrative Siatement of Significance
{Explain the significance of the property on one or more continuation sheets.} -
9. Major Bibliographical References

Bibllography
{Cite the books, articlss, and other sources usad in preparing this form on one or more continuation sheets.)

Previous documsntation on flle (NPS): Primary location of additional data:
i 1 prelminary dstermination of individuat listing (36 CFR 67) [ ] State Historic Preservation Office
has heen requested.

[ 1 previously listed in the National Ragistar [ ] Other State agency
[ 1 previously determined eligible by the National Register [ ] Federal Agency
[ 1 designated a National Historic Landmark [ 1 Local Government
{ ] recorded by historic American Building Survey [ ] University

# [ ] Other repository:

[ ] recorded by Historic American Engineering Record

#
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8. Statement of Significance®
8. Statement of Significance®

Summary

The Evangelical Lutheran Church of St. Matthew, later the German Evangelical Lutherun Church of
St. Mark and today the Community Synagogue and Max D. Raiskin Center, survives today as a rare,
little-altered pre-Civil War-era Renaissance Revival building. Built for a German-American
community in 1847, and home to a synagogue since 1940, the building has strong ties to the history
of two of New York City’s immigrant communities. The building is eligible for the National
Register under Criteria A and C: Criterion A for its place in New York’s immigrant history, both
German and Jewish, and Criterion C for its rare Renaissance Revival ecclesiastical design. Its
period of significance is identified as 1847-1940; 1847 being the date of its construction, and 1940
being the date of its transformation into a synagogue.

The Lutheran Churches of St. Matthew’s and St. Mark’s

The Evangelical Lutheran Church of St. Matthew traces its history to 1664, when the Lutheran
church was freed from the oppression suffered by non-Reform congregations under Dutch colonial
rule. As the Lutheran population grew in New York, so did St. Matthew’s, becoming the mother
church to Dutch, German and English Lutheran congregations that sprang up during the 18" and
early 19" centuries. In 1846, the Corporation of the United German Lutheran Church acquired three
lots on the north side of East 6" Street, between First and Second avenues.” Tn 1847, St. Matthew’s
began construction on the site for a new building, to be used as a branch of its church, then Jocated
on Walker Street and Broaclway.m

The church’s architect — whose identity remains unknown — desi gned a handsome, if somewhat
unusually designed, Renaissance Revival building. Its brick facade is organized as four double-
height clusters of square piers, supporting an architrave with a central pediment above. Its height

® This account is based largely on a research report prepared by Marianne Percival for the

Columbia University Historic Preservalion program in 1999 (rev. 2000.

? The three lots each measured 25 by 90°9". The site (block 448, lot 42) was originally part of 2 property owned by Nicholas William
Stuyvesant. The Church Corporation purchased the lots fram the Woodward and Gaines families for $6,600. Longworih's American
Almanac, New York Register and City Direciory for the Sixty Seventh Year of American independence, (New York: T. Longworth,
1842}, p.254, 680. Block Index of Reindexed Conveyances fo 1917 (New York: The City), Book 33, Section 2, Block 448, pp. [1]-10.
Deed recorded in Liber 476 (New York: Thee City), p.366-370. The Record of Tax Assessments, 17" Ward (New York: The City,
1847) still listed Gaines and Woodward as holders of the property, at which time the assessed value for the lots totaled $5,400 (p.41).
The church was not listed until the 1848. The lot numbers in the assessment were 1690-1692; the Block fndex af Reindexed
Conveyances uses the revised single lot number for the merged lots. There are discrepancies between the Block Index und the Record
of Tax Assessments regarding ownership of lot 42 during the 18305 and carly 1840s. The Block fndex has been given preference as a
source.

' Karl Kretzmann, The Oldest Lutheran Church in America: A Brief Chronicle of Fvents in the Hisiory of the Evangelical Lutheran
Church of Saint Matthew in the City of New York, 1664-1914. (New York: The Evangelical Tutheran Church of St. Matthew, 1914),
pp- 12, 35-36.
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reflects the double height of the sanctuary, and helps give this small building an effect of
TEfIEEHs the double hétghit ot the sanctuary, and helps give this small building an ettect of "~
monumentality. The fagade follows Renaissance and Palladian precedent in the use and application
of classical orders. Al the time of its construction in 1847, the dominant styles in ecclesiastic
architecture in New York were Greek Revival and Gothic Revival. The Renaissance Revival was
employed more for commercial and residential architecture than ecclesiastical design.

The simple sanctuary inside has a balcony on three sides; a large wooden arch, once marking the
location of the altar, now frames the ark. The sanctuary is lit by a series of tall, leaded glass
windows which probabiy date to the 1890s,

The Congregation of St. Matthew’s didn’t occupy its new building for very long. In the fall of 1847,
the Reverend August Held created another congregation — the German Evangelical Lutheran Church
of St. Mark — from the growing population of Germans flowing into New York. Its first services
were held on Houston Street between Avenue A and First Avenue. In 1848, that congregation
rented an empty church building between Second and Third Avenues, and shortly thereafter
contacted St. Matthew’s about renting the nearly completed church on East 6™ Street.!!

German immigration to American was rapidly growing in the late 1840s and 1850s, mostly as a
result of the revolutions of 1848 in the German states, and much of that population settled on New
York’s Lower East Side. A subsection of that district — Kleindeutschland (Little Germany) —
becamne a center for German immigrants in New York. Originally located in the 10" and 13"
Wards, around Rivington, Canal and Elizabeth Streets, the district spread north across Houston
Street to the 11" Ward, following the jobs in the factories and shipyards along the East River, and
then to the 17" Ward west of Avenue B. The German immi grants were largely skilled laborers,
artisans, and shopkeepers who by the 1850s dominated the city’s grocery and provisions industries,
newsstands, cigar manufacturing, and retail. The 17™ Ward, in which St. Mark’s was located, was
the last area developed, and considered the best residential area of Kleindeutschland'?

In 1857, St. Mark’s purchased the Sixth Street building from St. Matthew’s for $8,000 (the deed
included a restriction that limited use of the building to a German Lutheran church; the restriction
was revoked in 1898). In that year a missionary society was established, a Ladies’ Aid society, open
to the members of the community, was established in 1868; and in 1895, the youth of the
congregation were among the first to join the Luther League,

The congregation grew through the 19™ century. In one year, its second pastor, Hermann Raegener,
performed 644 baptisms. The church building grew under George C.F. Haas, pastor from 1882 to

"' Zion-$t. Mark's Lutheran Church: 1828-1992, 1847-1992: A Hisrory ([New York: Zion-5t. Mark’s Evangelical Lutheran Church],
1992), pp. 4-5. The rent for the first three years totaled $300.

"> Edwin G. Burrows and Mike Wallace, Gotham: A History of New York City to 1898. (New York: Oxford University Press, 1999),
pp. 735, 745. Stanley Nadel, Litile Germany: Ethnicity, Religion and Cluss in New York City, 1845-1880 (Urbana: University of
Illinois Press, 1994), p.35.
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1920. A study was added to the back of the building in 1887. In 1889 a house at 64 East 7" Street,
1920." A study was added to the back of the building in 1887. In 1889 a house at 64 East 7* Street,
directly behind the church, was purchased for usc as a parsonage. The congregation sold the
parsonage in 1908. New altar furniture, a new organ and memorial windows were purchased by the
congregation and installed in the church around 1897."

The Slocum disaster

In 1904, the congregation of St. Mark’s suffered devastating losses in one of the New York City’s
most lragic accidents: the sinking of the steamship Slocum. Over 1,300 of the congregation’s
women and children, along with some of the men, had just boarded the excursion steam boat
“General Slocum” for a trip to Locust Grove for the annual parish picnic. Within a few minutes of
departure, a fire started in a storage closet full of flammable materials. Communications delays,
combined with a crew inexperienced in firefighting, decrepit firefighting and lifesaving equipment,
and panic, allowed the fire to rage. More than 1,000 lives were lost, including Pastor Haas® wife and
two other family members,'* The Slocum disaster is generally considered to have been one of the
worst disasters — and among the most costly in loss of life — in New York City history.

The church held on through the tragedy but was unable to rebuild the congregation, as an exodus of
Germans to Yorkville and the suburbs that had begun in the 1880s and 1890s continued. By 1940,
there were approximately 50 members left. The parsonage had already been sold, in 1908, and now
the decision was made either to move uptown or unite with another bi-lingual congregation. The
lagt Lutheran service was held July 28, 1940. In the course of its history as an independent
congregation, St. Mark’s clergy had baptized 21,950 and performed 11,080 marriages among the
city’s German-American population.'® ’

The surrounding neighborhood today is known as the East Village, but it still retains traces of the
immigrant groups that have passed through it. Several buildings still survive from the days of
Kleindeutschland, including three — still identified by German inscri pticns — that once served as
cultural centers for that community: the Deutsch-Amerikanische Schuetzen Gesellschaft at 12 St.
Mark’s Place (a marksmen's club), the Freie Bibliothek und Lesehalle (now the Ottendorfer Branch
of the New York Public Library) at 135 Second Avenue (National Register-listed 7-22-79), and the
Deutsches Dispensary (now the Stuyvesant Polyclinic Hospital) at 137 Second Avenue (National
Register-listed 7-22-79), all three dating from the mid-1880s. St. Mark's — by far the oldest of the

" Zion-St. Mark's, pp. 5, 63. “Application to Alter, Repair, Etc., Plan No. 1135, (New York: Department of Buildings), June 6,

1887.

" Captain Van Schaick was convicted of manslaughter and sent to Sing Sing prison at the age of 69. The owners of the vessel who had
not maintained her properly and the inspectors who had passed her fire and safety equipment earlier in the year were never indicted.
President Taft pardoned the captain based on support from citizens who felt he had been made a scapegoat.  Francis James Duf fy,
““The Hell Gate Steamboat Horror,” Daily News Magazine, June 4, 1989, pp. 22-23 in Zion-St. Mark’s, pp. 10-11.

13 81 Mark's merged with Zion Evangelical Lutheran Church on E. 84" Street in 1946, the congregation having sharcd quarters with
other institutions for six years. The-black walnut altar furnishings were reinstalled in the 84% Stre¢t church. Ibid., pp. 6.8. Block Index
of Reindexed Conveyances, Book 53, Section 2, Block 448, p. 43.
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group, and the only church — completes this grouping, and as such remains an important monument
grotp, aid the BALY chitch ~Soipletes tis grouping, and 4§ such remains an important monument
of the early German-American community of New York City.

The Community Synagogue

Since 1940, the building has served as the home of the Community Synagogue Center (now
Community Synagogue Max D. Raiskin Center).

Jewish settlement on the Lower East Side dates back to the 1840s, and the arrival of German Jewish
immigrants who settled around Grand, Stanton, Ludlow and Pitt Streets. By 1859, the Jewish
population of the city had increased to 40,000 and by the following year the city could count 27
synagogues. The size and national origin of the Jewish population of the Lower East Side changed
in the decades of the late 19™ and early 20™ centuries, as newly arrived Eastern European Jews
settled in the neighborhood.'® During the early 20™ century, the Lower East Side formed the
world’s largest Jewish community.

In 1940, a group of Second Avenue businessmen under the leadership of Saul Bimns rented the
Hebrew Technical Institute to hold High Holy Days services. The response was overwhelming, and
4 new congregation, Community Synagogue Center, was formed later in the fall of 1940 with about
200 members. Bimns, who owned a building on Second Avenue near the church, was acquainted
with St. Mark’s pastor, Reverend Emil Podszus, and agreed to purchase the building. The
conveyance records mdicate 4 sale price of $27,000. According to Max Isaacs, one of the founding
members, the congregation was active in the community and city politics, with many members who
were judges and lawyers. In 1982-83, Community Synagogue absorbed the Max D. Raiskin Center,

¥ Burrows, op. cit., pp. 745, 748-749, Jan Chien Lin, “The Changing Economy of the Lower East Side,” in Janet L. Abuy-Lughod and
others, From Urban Village to East Village: The Battle for New York's Lower East Side (Cambridge, MA: Blackwell, 1994), table
2.2, p.54. .
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a school at 8" Street and Avenue B, and added the name to theirs.!” The synagogue continues today

'stho0T 4t 8™ Street and Avenue B, and added the name to theirs.”” 'Lhe synagogue continues today
in active use.

17 “0ld Edifice Sold by Congregation: German Evangelical Church of St. Mark Will Become Jewish Témple,“ The New York Times,
December 25, 1940, p.41. Max Isaacs, interview with author, December 1, 1999. Deed recorded December 24, 1940 in Liber 4087,
(New York: The City, 1940), p. 359-361. Mr. Isaacs told the author that the price was $40,000.
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Verbal Boundary Deseription
{Describe the boundaries of the property on a continuation sheet.)

Boundary Justification
{Explain why the boundaries were selected on a continuation sheet.)

11. Form Prepared By {* Seé Continuation Sheet for author®)

name/title _Contact: Kathy Howe, Historic Preservation Spacialist

organization NYS Office of Parks, Recreation and Historic Preservation date _3/21/03
street & number _Peegbles |sland, PO Box 189 telaphone (518) 237-8643, ext. 3266
city or town Waterford state _NY Zip code _12188-0189

Additional Documentation

Submit the following itams with the completed form:

Continuation Sheets

Maps

A USGS map (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property’s location

A Sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage of hurnerous resources.
Photographs

Representative black and white photographs of the property.

Additional items
(Check with SHPO or FPQ for any additional items)

Property Owner (Complste this itam at the request of the SHPQ or F PQO)

name _ Community Synagogue Max D. Raiskin Center

street & number 323 East 6" Street telephone (212) 473-3665

city or town New Yark state _NY zip code 10003

Papenyork Ra_dpcﬂon Act St_atement: This ir_\formation is being collected for applications to the National Registar of Historic Places to nominate
properties for listing or determine ellgitility for fisting, 1o list properties, and to amand existing listings. Response to this request is recjuired to obtain &
benefit in accordanca with the Nationat Historic Presarvation Act, as amended {16 W.5.C. 470 at 58q.)

_Estirna_ted Burden Statemant: public recorting burden for this form is estimated to average 18.1 hours per response including time for raviewing
instructions, gathering and maintaining date, and completing and reviewing the form. Direct comments regarding this burdan estimate or any aspect of
this form to the Chief, Administrative Servicas Division, National Paric Servics, P.O. Box 37127, Washington, D.C. 20503
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Boundary Justification
The neminated property includes the entire parcel historically associated with the church and, later,

the synagogue.




(Page 17 of 31)

NPS Form 10-900a OMB No. 1024-0018
{8-86)

United States Departmant of the Interior

National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places

Continuation Sheet German Evangelical Lutheran Church of St. Mark
Name of Property
Section _11__ Page _1 New York County, New York

County and State

et eeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeepe————————— e
S e e e —————— .

11 Farm Pronarad Ry

11. Form Prepared By
Author:

Anthony Robins
Architectural Historian
Thompson & Columbus, Inc.
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Additional Documentation

Phato List
Former German Evangelical Lutheran Church of St. Mark/
currcnt Community Synagogue & Max D. Raiskin Center
323 Hast 6™ Street
New York Couniy, NY
Photographer: Kathy Howe
Date of photos: 2/12/03
Negatives on file: NYSOPRHP
Ficld Services Bureau
Peebles Island, PO Box 189
Waterford, NY 12188-0189
West (partial) and south facades, facing northeast on East 6™ Street.
South fagade, facing north.
East (partial) and south facades, facing northwest on East 6% Street.
Sanctuary, north and east walls, facing northeast from balcony.
Sanctuary, west and north walls, facing northwest from balcony,
Sanctuary, east and south walls showing balcony and organ pipes, facing southeast.
Sanctuary, east wall and balcony, facing cast.
Sanctuary, view of pews and west wall, facing southwest.
9. Sanctuary, below balcony, north and east walls, facing northeast.
10. North wall of sanctuary, facing north.
11. Pulpit in sanctuary, notth end, facing northeast.
12. Organ pipes behind modern A/C units at south wall of balcony, facing southwest.
13. Entrance hall (former narthex) with stairs leading to balcony, facing east.
14. Sanctuary spaces in front southwest section of basement. Facing northwest.
15. Meeting hall in basement (below main sanctuary), facing north.

el ol L

Exhibits

First floor plan of the sanctuary (Marianne S. Percival, 1999),

South elevation (Marianne S. Percival, 1999).

Historic photograph of the south fagade, 1934. (Photographic Views of New York City from
the New York Public Library).

Historic photographs of the sanctuary of St. Mark's in 1887 and 1897. (Zion-St. Mark’s).
“"Montage of Memories" (Herbert Latner, Community S ynagogue Max Dr. Raiskin Center).
“The Hell Gate Steamboat Horror,” {Francis James Duffy, June 4, 1989).
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First floor plan of the sanctuary, 1999,
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South elevation, 1999,
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Exhibit D
Sanctuary in 1887 (top) and 1897 (bottom),
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HERBERT LATNER

The siehts and sounds and smells of our neighborheood in the vear 1940 were Far dif-

The sights and sounds and smells of our neighborhood in the year 1940 were far dif-
ferent from what they are today. In those days this area was called the "LOWER EAST SIDE"
and the terms "“YUPPIE" and "GENTRIFICATION" had not yet been thought of; there was no such
place as the "EAST VILLAGE.” Back then, when the word "DELI" wms heard, it referred to
the many Kosher Jewish delicatessen stores which were all arownd us——rather than the doz—
ens of Indian restaurants up and dowm Sixth Street. Although World War IT had been raging
1n furope, America had not yet become involved.

. On November 19, 1940 Messrs. Jack and brother Edward Goldberg drew up and filed a Certi-
ficate of Incorporation for the Community Synagogue Center and together with a committee of
local public-spirited citizems officially established this house of worship. Ameng the
other founding members were the following: David Robson, Abraham Harmatz, Abrahem Meller,
S8aul Birns, Maurice Biermsn and Sadie Wolinsky. The synagogue was to be located in an '
attractive building which had formerly served as a Lutheran church around the turn of the
century. However, On June 15, 1904, their ammual Sunday Schoel picnic turned into a terri—
ble disaster when their steambozt, The General S1locum,caught fire and sank in the East
River, with over 1,000 casvalties. After the tragedy, many of the servivors moved out of

Jthe area, and their building was not in use for the next several decades——until 1940, when
it was refurbished and rededicated as the Commmity Synagogue Center, with its logo being,
"TO TFACH AND EXEMPLIFY JUDATSM." '

Interestingly, although this institution was Founded ss a traditional orthodox synagogue
the first president of the congregation was a woman, Mrs. Esther Meller—-and this was meny
years before the Women's Liberation and Feminist wovements. Mr. Jack Goldberg, an attorney,
served as the first secretary of rhe Board of Trustees, and then following Mrs. Meller
became the next president of the congregation. Mr. Goldberg now lives in Rego Park, and I
had the pleasure of speaking with him in preparing this material.

The following individuals served as presidents of the congregation, after Mr. Goldberg's
tenure down ko the present time: Moses Herzog, Nathan Yochnowitz, Maxwell Isaacs, David
Garfein, Nathan Skoldik, Samuel Borowich and Al Lerman. Of this group of past presidents,
Messrs. Borowich and Skolnik continue to worship regularly with us and share their wisdom
and experience when reQuested. Mr. Maxwell Isaacs continues to be an active member of aur
Board of Trustees, the energetic chairman of the Building Committee and the leader and
dynamic ‘spark plug of our daily "boker tov" minyon.

At this poinc, I wish to take a point of personal privilege to publicly express my
thanks and appreciation to Max Isaacs for his kindness, courtesy and generous assistance
in sharing his vast treasurehouse of anecdotes and experiences and for opening up his
prodigious memory to provide so many important facts_and details about the founding and
develozment of our beloved synagogue. ' 1 also want to express my appreciarion to aacther
dedicated, hard-working lady, Mary Gartner, for her magnificent contributions over the
years and for her help to me personally. Beoth of these individuals are representative
of the typa of leadership that can bridge the gap between the past, present and future
and. can previde the efforr, expetience and continuity necessary for our continued
eRIStence |
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In addition to the distinguished people previously mentioned who have served as
presidents of the comgregation, we have alsc been fortunate in having the fallowing
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presidents of the comgregation, we have also been fortunate in havlng the following
putstanding individuals as chairmen of our Board of Trustees: “ Saul Birns, David
Robson, Nicholas Atlas, Edward Goldberg, David Garfein, Milford Balick, Dr.. Martin L.
Kaye, Abraham Schapira, Boris Shteinshleifer, and Dr. Meyer Tendler.

Qur spiritual leaders have included the following gentlemen: Rabbi Mathews,
Rabbi Szobel, Rabbi Norman Strizower, Rabbi Philip Boock, Rabbi Abraham Hartstein,
Rabbi Louis Herring and Rabbdi Murry Penkower.

Several years ago when the East Side Hebrew Institute closed its doors and sold
its building, they joined ug and the name of our institution was enlarged to the
VCOMMUNITY SYNAGOGUE MAX D. RAISKIN CENTER" to include the name of the late beloved
Rabbi Raiskin, the founder of ESHI. In addition, we acquired some very valuable new
members, including our current president and chairman of the Board of Trustees.

When we began planning for this S50th anmniversary celebration, I wrote a letter
., to mewbers and friends asking them to search their memories for any historical back-
ground information, mostalgic feelings, and reminiscences about the early days and
years which they might like to share with us. Several people were kind enough to
take the time o respond; here are a few of their replies:

"To me the Synagogue has always meant my parents and all of the wonderful people,
most of them goue, who worked se hard with them to meke a rezlity from a dream
born of a tragedy.”

—Morton Rohson

"The Synagogue felt like one of the centers of my life. Like a magnet, it
drew and discharged each Saturday all of the important people in my life.
I remember: Rebecce Barowich®s radiant smile; my father, Wathan Wirklich
in perpetual motion; the twinkle in the Shamas’ eye; the kindness of Max
isaacs; and I think, my first kiss -~ from Alan Gartner -- somewhere on
the premises!"

—Mary Joan Gerson

"As president of the Junior League in 1941, I came to know and work with maoy
of the early members. I was subsequencly elected corresponding secretary of

the Synagogue. There were many community leaders who were active in the be-

ginning including Mr. and Mrs. David Robson, Mrs. Esthar Meller, Mr. and Mrs.
Kaminstein, Mr. Nicholas Atlas, Mrs. Mary Gartner, and others. The Rabbis I

recall were Sigmund Szobel and Norman Strizower. The Junior League was quite
active but was somwhat deactivated because of World War II.

“"Max Raiskin and T attended J.H.S, 64 together, as well as the Ziromer Talmud
Torah Darche Noam (Ave. B and 8th St.}). He was a chubby and affable youngster
and was editor of the "64 Reporter."

—Eli Mason
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Here is a personal re»ollectlon of my own which I wish to add It deals with a

lere is a personal recolléction of my own which I wish to add: It deals with a
vivid memory I have and one which goes back a long time--to my childhood. -Ag some
of my friends kmow, when I was growing up, I had been a child actor in the Yiddish
theater {as was another of our comgregants, Hy Parness-—who had been very talented
‘and successful). Sincé Znd Avenue contained several Yiddish theaters, and some of
the actors lived in the area, Y came to know a few of them. I can clearly remember
that every Yom Kippur—for many years--Maftir Yonah was given to that well-known
Jewish actor and radio persomality, Zvee Scooler, who did a magnificent job of chant-
ing it in his beautiful, deepiand mellifluons voice. I used to feel that we were i
very special to have such a big celabrity grace us with his chanting. (In later years,
Moshe Borodkin carried on with this honor in his own excellent, distinctive style.)

: The success and athievements of amy organization ultimately rest on the guality
of its members and leaders. In this respect, the Cowmunity Synagogue Max D. Raiskin
Center has been blessed with ladies and gentlemen of the highest caliher. No stroll
down the memory lane of our existence over the past fifty years would be complete

- without briefly touching on séme of the individuals who have made a 31gn151cant im-
pact On OUY SYnagogue.

In the early years, the Commmity Synagogue had a reputation of attzacting many
lawyers, politicians and judges. Several of the founders wers Jawyers, and they, in
turn, attracted others like themselwves:r Judge Arthur Klein, Judge Birdie Amsterdam,
Judge Milton Sanders, Judge Bérnard Newman, Judge Max Melrzer, and Federal Judge
Edward Weinfield. JLater on, Louis Lefkowitz hecame z member of the Beard of Trustees;
when he was elected N. Y. State Attorney General, the synagogue sponsored a breakfast
in his honor-—and there was standing room only. (Every lawyer for miles around showed up.)

Nicholas Atlas was ome of  the most colorful individuals who ever chaired our Board.
He was an outstanding lawyer,.an assistant district actommey, and a Hebrew scholarx
besides. His wife Irma was also a lawyer, but she never practiced law. He was a dynamic,
eloquent man who spoke 12 languages fluently. Their two song Tony and Jeffrey also
both became lawvers.

State Supreme Court Judge Birdie Amsterdam and her brother-in-law Judge Milton
Sanders have been holiday worshipers here and presented a beautiful torah to us recently.
Other prominent attorneys who served as officers include: Jack and Edward Goldberg {two
of the founders), Nathan Skolnik, Milford Balick and Mever Mencher, whose late wife,
Mildred (Bobbie) Mencher was a very dedicated worker and member. TIn this connection,

Nat Skolnik's wife, Rose Skolnik continues to be an active, involved and conscientious
sistarhood mewber and a regunlar worshiper. N

Other ladies of nore who have contribured jmmensely to the betterment of our congre-—
gation and our sisterhood include: Dora Bierman, Flora Spitz, Cele Hollander--who aré
no longer with us. Helen Lichtenstein who is very much with us serves as a very active
member of the sisterhood and the congretation; she worships with us regularly, and her
beautiful wvoice can clearly be heard during the services. Sophie Kaminstein who together
with her lare husband, Sam Xaminstein were among the early founders and builders. Sophie
continues to participate as an important, involved leader right up to the present time.
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It was Fred and Flora Spitz who contributed the beautiful blue fabric which lines

Tt was Fred and Flora Spitz who contributed the beautiful biue Ffabrie which lines
the inside of the Torah ark, and for many years they donated the lovely flowers which
decorated the bimah during the high-holidays. It was Dr. Welkowitz who donated the
four ornate red chairs which adorn the bimah.

When Moses Herzog was president and then again when Max Isaacs served in that
- office, they were faced with a delicate and unusual situation. It seems that the syn-—
agogue ran out of operating funds during the summer months-—-when donations had slowed
dowm to 2 tiny. trickle. It was, therefore, necessary for both Messrs. Herzog and Isazc:
to assume the financial obligations of the synagogue for several months-~until the high
‘holidays—-when contributions would again be received and the synagogue would be able to
suatain itself. : S '
David and Virginia Garfein ococupied a very special place jin the hearts of all our
congregants and friends. David Garfein served as the 5th chairmen of the Board of
. Trustees and also as the 6th president of the econgregation; he was a meticulous, dynamic
- and demanding leader. Many of us fondly remember his clever and amusing quips and anec-
- dotes as he would make his announcements closing the Sabbath services. Both he and his
lovely wife had impeccable taste and refinement. The colorful rose bushes growing om ou
front laum and the bright, attractive memorial windaws of our vestry room serve as con-
stant reminders of Virginia and David Garfein.

Their dear friend and neighbor Dr. Martin L. Kaye became our 7th chairman of the
Board and together with his charming wife Ruth rendered outstanding service and leader-
ship not only to our synagogue and sisterhcod but to the entire East Side Ccommnity,
where they were loved and respected as they administered medical care and “caring®
(and in some cases, medical:"miracles,” as well)}. When Dr. Kaye passed away several
years ago, the esteem in which he was held was shown by his cbitvary which appeared
on the front page of New York's largest newspaper——in the form of a featured news story.
Their daughter Brenda has remained active in our synagogue and is carrying on the fine
‘family tradirion.

When Max Isaacs was president, he established thes YAL (Young Adults League), a socia
club for.young, single people and arranged many soclal events. Some of these socials
resulted in "matches” and at least three marriages; in fact, our current president
met the young lady who was eventually to become his wife at one of these affairs.

Harold and Mary Gartner were among the leaders and workers in the early years who
contributed substantially to the renovation and refurbishing of the buiiding and its
facilities. As T meotioned previousliy, Mary Gartner continues to be a tireless and
energetic member of our Board and ocur sisterhood.

When Samuel Borowich was president, he attempted to again shift the emphasis on
youth by engaging the very young Rabbi Louis Herring, who did manage to attract a
youthiul foliowing of congregants during his tenure. It was also while Mr. Beorowich
and Mr. Shreinshieifer were in leadership positions, that they, together with Mr.
Abraham Schapira, brought in' and expanded some local Zionist activities.
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. Qur Religious Committee over the years has included such people as the following:
"Wick Atlas, Max Ilsascs, Sam Rosenthal, Nat Wirklich, Rev. Louis Wall, Joseph Ehrenshaft,
.~ Sam Borowich, ‘Sidney Bachrach, Ben Gorodinsky, Sam Lerner, and Max Feld. %o this very
.- day, Max Peld continues to be actively and conscientiocusly involved as chairman of the
Religious Committee on a regular daily basis as well as serving as a mewber of the
Board of Trustees. : '

x The Building Committee has had as members: Harold Gartner, Irving Matalon, Maurice
..Bierman (who together with his family donared the small Bet Hamedrish, in memory of
. his daughter), Virginia Garfein, and Max Isaacs. At the present time, the Building
‘Committee is chaired by Max Isaacs. :

of all the individuals and groups.which have contributed to our success over the
past 50 years, no one person or gr0uplhas been more dedicated or devoted than has been
_ the sisterhood. The ladies of the sisterhood have set the highest standards of
excellence in the maintenance, beautification sad the continued existence of the Commun-
ity Synagogue Max D. Raiskin Center. They have led the way in demonscrating how an
organization should be run. They have been indispensablel: '

Tt 4s impossible to summarize the. achievements and accomplishments of 50 years
of devoted and faithful service and work in these few pages; it was also impossible
to include the names of all of those men and women—-past and present—who gave of
themselves and of their resources.

. I have, nevertheless, aitempted to mention briefly the names of some of the people
who typified the dedication and devotion which turned these old brick walls dinte a

. warm, beautiful house of worship, study and social companicnship--an Institution which
has rendered service to the Jewish community for f£ifty continucus years. :

We look forward to the future with faith in G-D and hope that we will be worthy
. of those who founded and built the Commumity Synagogue Center and that we will have
the ability to carry on in the great tradition that they have established.

SHALOM-
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andg {isgs were fying and the words
*GEN SLOCUM” stood outin -
targe pilded Jetters on each side

doele ab 0402, tosaitup the Fast
River to Long Fsland Sound. Feople
waiched the steamer pass from shore,
Tistenimg Yo loughter and music
drmmg_ourthnwﬂa'.smaiiedup
the piver, mtered West Chanpel off
Blackvell’s Islond — and started thre
Hell Gate pansage. ) '
Captain William B, Van Schaick,
&7, master of the Slogum since she’d
been built 13 yaars eardier, joined his
twa pilots, Edward Van Wert and
Edward Wezver, in thewhselhozse
when the boat startad to make the
larpe S-curva to passthroogh Hell
Gate. Frven today, following the

reafs hlown up by the U8 Army
Corps of Engineers, Hedl Gate hag
aly fourminutes of slack water and
there's always & five=kmot current.

removal of most of the bad recks and

some bags of chareosl— xnd went to
look for help. He fonnd Flanagun, the
first maie, nd soma other crew

of the biggest dangers afloat.-fire.
mmmmum

unmmd Flagen wentts

break out the slandpipe fire hoee.
Flanagan pasged the wontd to the
captain, at a paint when the boatwas
coeming into Middle Grounds, just off
Suren Maadow Iskand Lo the pori.

This areais now north of the Hell Gate

raitroad bridga in the East River, This
was the first knowled ge the eaptain
had of the firs. The mate started to
houk up the fire hose while thechief
engineer started the steam donkey
engine to et water pressure on deck.

Tospital. The Sioeur did veer for a few
minutes wwards the Bronx shore, but
Van Schaick, seeing the huberyards,
oil tanks and naphtha launches,
ordered the bost on to the btand's

shore.

-Whe the fire ragad ot of control,
passengers went for tha hifebelts -
before trying to jamp overboard Lo
safety—and fowd thalt some of ther
hed been wired into place overheed.
When the bulls and jackets were
finaDy obtained, their carvas, still
slenciled 1891, fell apart and the cork
filling tormed ¢ dust Thesiz all-matal
Hieboats were also wired In plaee, and
thair chocles were ghued 1o the botiom
of the bosts with years of pant. The
crew never even frled ta launch them.

In 1904, the river still had besvy
tyzffie and as the Slocum stepmod on ta, -
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While the fire ragfed out of cootrof, rescaers tried to 2d:

North Brother Tstand, burning and
dropping passanres into the water,
boats gave the four-blast warning
whistie, She wes going so fast that most
ofthe vessels that tried to come Lo her
i could net, eatch up wikth her Just
! befure she resched the isiand, 8 sharp
turn off the Brons share sent many of
tha passenpers on the tpper deck
erashing sgainst the vails, which gave
wary winder the weight, dumping them
into the river. Inspite of the efforts of
the pilot Lo beack the boat en the
starhourd side, the current. swang itoot
ared arertirad so the frond, was pointed into
theisland, owr the ghallow water, but
thestern, where rmamy of the pessengers
i were, was st over deep water, ’
) Theycame from 2l parts of the river,
f bisats of every deseription, anything that
. ould float, ashing to the id of the
i General Sooumn. Sorme, like the ughoat
" Aot aried 6 tie alongside, but the fire
was toaintense, gnd the tug had boexst
. wolfand wait unti tha Sheurn was
beached The Haalth Departments
stearn ferrybout Frankhin Edson wes
paverful encugh ko stay alangside the
burning boat, 2nd teok off 50unmen anrd
rhildren - et she, toc, caught fire,
wanryonewanted 1o help; prisoness from

aearby Rikers [stand prabbed a skiff and :

rowed out, while even patients from the

Y e L

b pr

Saneral Slocom™s strviving passengers.

hogpital on: Neeth Brother Island went to Befre the fimwrals were over,

the 2id of the paopl in the waler, acarnners inguest wass beld in the
LEvvan all over for tha Shaeerp’e. Bronx, The truth quicldy came out; the

passengers abi020am. justdOminotes | boat had hess eesved by the steamboat.

after theboat had sailed so happdy from | inspectars i May, bt the facks refited

theThivd Sreet pier. Onthe firsiday, | the inspectars reports. Tnnoway had

488 bodies wore recovered. When the the ife preservers baen shacked, or

caunt was carnpleted, mchuding thase Tifebouts swnng out on the davits.

that had died sfier bring reseued, there | pressure had besn, applisd to the

were 1021 desd The General Socum stavdpipe fire hose sysiesm, the

It wes the second-fargest intand water Creny mesbers tesiified to having never

dissteterin [1.S, history, surpassed only | hada fire drill :

by the 1865 bofler explogicn abourd the The hearings were over i four days.

Steam padect Sulbana, which took 1,438 Enickarbocker's owners and Captain

Eves. 1t also was the lergest five fatulzy Vap Schaick vare placed oo hail and heid

in Kew Yok City history. The name fora Sederat grand jury.

Sioermn, which came from the great cvil - On Jan. 10, 1906, the elderly

war Major Ganeral Henry Wariter Van Schaick went oo i for

Slocum, would farevermaore be manstaughter. The jury fund him

assaciated with the great disaster. guilty of Failing tn buld fire drflls, brain
The Rav. Haas st his family, 2od hls crew ang mainbain adegiata

mostof U meraliers of the parish of 5.} firefighting apparatus, Hawas

Maxles church were wiped gulas some seatenced te 10 years in Sing Sing.

600 families of the small eosmymimity fost, Company officals, however, went

loraed anes in the holocaust. Fathers umndicted - ag did the inspestors.

returned from waelt that day Lolearn Plzinly the scapegoat. of the

thert was no one left in their families. affadr, the old mariner won public

There were fewddors in F izl ’ sympalhies —and & quarter-mitlion-

Gearmany” that did not have Nowers signature petition, $ewes pardoned by

anroundng bat death had visited. On Presiclent Wrlkam Hooard Taft.

June 13, there were 156 funerals in Rekssed un Christras Dep 1911, he

1 the East Village. retired tn an upstate fari and died

in 127, 3. day 2fter his 90th birthday.
The saddened City of New Yirk

" placed a monnment to honar the Slecum

Sezdd in Tornplins Square Fark, outside
the playground. The monument stands
todiy, BS years Jater, though the
wording and the image of the chiliren
looking at the steamer have Jong since
been worn down by weatherand time.
Fewwho pass it know the story ar can
read Lhe inseiption: "Thy were the
earth's purest children, young and fair™
A second monument. stands in the
Lurtheran Cemwiery in Middle Villagre,
Queens, where 958 bodies are taied,
inchding §1 never identified. |

* Praweis James O ie o frwslonce wrifer

rpecialining irknaritime Rislory.

Tha public is invifed Lo tha
Organitation of the Ceneral
Sloctm Jurvivars ernual Sloeum
Memorial Servica, to ba held of
Trinity Lutheran Church, 61-70
Dy Harber Roud, Middla Vilinge,
Queens, next Sundoy ot 2:30 p.m.
Folfowing Lhe service the

conip egation will proceed to
Ladhsran Cemetery for the placiug

of the mevreoriel wreath,
_

|
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German Evangelical Lutheran Church of St. Mark
323 East 6" Street

New York County, New York

Nemunation boundary indicated by dark line
(Source: Sanbom Manhattan Land Book of the City New York, 1998-99, pl. 28.) -
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