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CLt!A.t.Y HOUS£ , 92 F'oul"th Avenue,. Borough of Hanhattan. tJuHt 1~02; arehiteets 
ltetns & LaFarge, 

landmark Site: Borough or Hanhattat1 Tem l11ap Stock 557,. t..ot 39 in part, conslstfng 
of the land on which the deserfbed butldfn9 ls sU:uated. (Orfgtnalty heard a.s 
Borough of Manl1attan Tax t-tap Block 557) lot 34 fn part.) 

On March 22. 1974, the l.am:frnarks Preservation Commission h€!l d a publtc 
hearing o" the proposed desfgnatlon as a Landmark of the Clergy House, 92 Fourth 
Avenue and the proposed designatfon ()f the retated landmark Site (Item No. 1). 
The hearing had been du1y advertised f11 accordance wft:h the provhfoM of law. 
Thtrty witnesses spoke fn favor of desfgrtatfon. There were ttt1enty.,.five speakers 
fn Of)posftton to deslqnatfon. 

OESCIHPTION ANO M!ALYStS 

ThJs handsome nothfe styh~ buitdlng h one of the rtnest tn the City • . lt 
fs an integral part of a picture~nue grouo af hufldingSt all des igned in similar 
styta, that form part of the Grace Chureh eompie,{; and t t h a port of the 
termtna1 vtsta obtafned by fooldng west on Hth Street towtird f!'ourth Avenue. '" 
New York , few structures remain whtch provfde such te1•mfn~T featut·es: (irand 
Certtral StAt fon at the head of flat•k f.\venYf.~. the f~etropoli tan Huseum of Art on 
F'lfth Avenue at the end of East ~2nd Street~ and the !'lew Vork Public Library at 
the end or East ~1st Street are an1ong the .notahte examp1es whtch come to mtnd. 

ihe Grace Church compte,~ is located on a portfon of the oht t~revoort Farm. 
The ilrevoorts were an old l<nlckerbocker rafl'lt'lyl establtshed ln the Ctt.y since 
tf;73. The fa·.rm w~s bounded roughly bv the area between 9th and 11th Streets 
~md Fourth to Sfxth Avenues. The extstence today .of a ton~ btoekt runntng from 
lOth to i 2th St reets, between B1•oadv1ay and r-ourth Avenue,. J s due entirety to 
the stubbornness of Henry r;r~voort. ~/hen the City attempted to cut through ttth 
Street, tn aee;;ordance with the Commissioners ~ 'Pl~l'l of 1807, he refuseod to vacate 
or remove hls old farmhouse, whfch 5tood on the wes t stde or Fourth Avenue tn 
the line of t1th Street. Sueeesstve ord~nances ii'Jel"e passed-.. to no e.vatt--and 
so the effort to cut throuqh the property was ffnatly abandoned . ln the last 
ana tys t s ,' we owe the closed vtsta where 11th Str~et meets FQurth Avenue to Henry 
Srevoort. -

Grace Chureh and lts 1\e~;:tory on Broadway were de:si gned in f'1<}th!c Revival 
style by architect James Rei'lwtck, Jr. Once New York's 100St; fashionable church, 
It served a large congregation of \t~al v .. to·do parishi oners upon completion In 
1846. By the t870& and ~ady efg.hties" however. the socfat nnd cuiturst needs 
of the par ish and of the ne i ghborhood had changed, and Or. Henry C. Potter, \'Jho 
served as rector from 1868 to 188h. reeog11hed the need for ptovidfng new 
fact t fttes. 

No. 92 Fourth Avenue; Clergy House; fs one or three bt.liidirtqs which were 
erected fn 1902 (Nos. 813. 90 and 9Z) • They rorrn a symmetrical group flanking 
the apse of Grace Church. The architects were the firm of HeinR & LaF'arge, 
winner of the original competition for The Cathedral of Saint. John the fHvfne. 
Oe$plte the later date of these bulldings, they aceord perfectl y with the 
earl fer 1883 Gothic Revival Grace Memorial House, No. ~~f-96 . adjolntng them to 
the north. No. 92, Clergy House~ actually dupl i cat(~d the desfgn r.>f No. q(,, making 
the mlddle section at No. 94, surmounted by a high gable, the center of a 
symmetrical group of bufldtngs. Clet·gy House, bu f lt as a residence fer clergy, 
was closed In 1973 i n ant lctpatton of the t~nlat•gement of the faci lit ies of the 
Church School. It is a trfbute to Grace Church that r.t·ace Memorfal House and 
Clergy House. although COI'tstructed at different dates and desfgned by dtfferent 
archltects, gtve the appearance of one bulldinq. No. 99, just north of No. 94-96 
was bull t in eharac ter with t t in 1907. These bu lid I ngs bear testimony to the 
fntell !gent control exercised by Grace Church ovet architectural design f'or 
almost sfxty years ~> thus achfeving a remarkably coherent group of bufldtngs 
on F'ourth Avenue which harmontze perfectly \r.fith the older ones on Broadway. As 
a notable part of the City's architectural her itage, thts ffne group of buildings 
l ends great distinction to the area. 



Areh1tecturatty, Nos. t42 and 94·96 form a homo9enou!l whole of which No. S2 
h an Integral part. The ecclesfast lcal character of nrace Church and Its 
Rectory fs carried out In the marbte-ff.!c.ed ner"y !tf.'lu~:H:t h~ h:s us~ of pointed
arch windows and In the dorm2r anrl bay windows where tracet"Y h (!mptoyed. The 
label moldings over the windowt, t he tr,;;tfofJ rafti ng above the bay t~rfndow and 
the finials Ot'l the south qabte of the roof ate to th~~l'llfH!.lves a study ~n ~othl e 
detatt. The molcHngs used a' horf zontal bandcotsrsos serve to unite the ovM·
all composition of this bulldtng with Nos. 94•9fi and 98 wfth whfch Jt: form9 sucll 
an tmportant part vfsua tty, · · 

The story of how the ~race Church Houses were saved forms a vlta! part of 
thetr hfstory. 

tn the tate lt)~ns a rund rahfng drtve was fttstituted for the enlargement 
of Orace Church School utt,fzlng the l'iothfe style bulldfnns on r;-ourth Avenue and 
Grace House behind them. They were to be fngeniousty lfnked together by a 
connecting corridor \'lfth etev~tor and to have a much neederl auditorium·gymnasiurn 
tn "Tuttle Hat l ,,. a new but tdinn then propo·$ed to be located north of Ne-ighborhood 
House. All of this was set :f!orth Jn a Fund-ratst ng P.t•ochure Reach Out Htth 
'-':race. showing the archfteetural firm of t~ppenhefmer ~ Bradyts sk~telfdrawings 
o¥ 'the proposed facilities and the · new facade of Tuttle Hat•• premfsed on razing 
only the sma1 l brick house$ on Fourth Avenue; however, this special study propo$al 
was never carrted out because runds could not be ratserl at that tfme. 

In November of 1913, r-toore ·and Hutchins, the ;n·chltects for Grace f:hurch, 
forma1Jy notified the Landmarks Preservatton Commf ssfon that a eontract had 
been sfgned to proceed wrth ne.,t p1&ns for ex('and lno the school. The proposed 
gymnasium. a s.t .ructure of! contemporat·y desfgn. was to replace t:he nothic style 
buttdtngs (Nos. 92$ ~~-~6. and 98) on F'ourth Avenue. Thh decfston was reached 
because of leek of funds and the pressing needs of the school . 

f>rof'«essor Ja!l'tes Mar ston t"Jtch of Colwnbfa Onlversfty~ noted in the ffeld 
of preservatfon ~ ~s eat led upon by a group of presev-vat .fonl sts to make a 
counter .. proposaJ al'\d to ptepare a scheme which would save the Gothic style 
butldtngs while at the same time satisfying the functional requJrements of the 
~choo1. -On J~Hluary 24. 1<1·74, Or. Benjamin Mfnift~~ rector of !'trace Church . 
informed the landmarks Preservat ton Comminton that, h&ving reeetved no 
satisfactory solution f'rom Professor F itch~ and havtrtg ,reeelved pr·ofess tonal 
advlce that a n-ew bu fldlng Incorporating the existing facades would cost several 
hundred thousand dollar$ more than the building al ready desf~ned by the arthltectss 
the Vestry of Grace Chtm:;h had voted on January 22 to pt"oceed wl th the new plan 
of Moore and Hutchfns whi ch involved the demolittot't of t he buildings on fourth 
Avenue. At th ls point Community Board No. 7. (r,reemrtfeh Vfl lage) asked the 
Buitdfngs Department of the Houstng and Oevelopment Admfnls tratton to rescind 
the demolttton permft Which had b<:ten obtained for t he work . fn February, 
students from Columbia Un iversity and Cooper Union picketed the stte. 

On February ZB the Joint Emergency Committee to Save the Grace Church Houses 
was form~lly organized by eoncerrted cf t Jtens and c~lted on the l. anrlmarks 
Preservation Commission to designate the Gothtc style bulldtngs. Selma Rattner, 
an architectural htstorfan, coordinated their work and carried out the necessary 
hhtorlcat research regarding the afrected but hHngs. 

On March 4. 1974, a suit was brought tn the Supreme Court. State of New 
York, to prevent demolftton of the bulltflngs (Nos . 92- ~4-<l6, and 98) on Fourth 
Avet'lue, Ftteh et &l_ v. Mlnlf'te et a1, and the judge granted a temporary restrafn .. 
fng order. On Aprtl 2, a Preliminary ft,junct fon was entered restraini ng the 
defendants from seeking a permit for demolition unt .il the controversy could be 
brought to trfal. Shortly afterwards , berore the matter could ·be heard by the 
Appellate Court. the legal action was dtseontinued by stfpulatfon or the partfes. 

fn the meantime, on March 22, 1974, the Landmarks Preservat ion Commission 
he 1 d ·a P~.tb 1 1 e Heart ng on the Fourth Avenue bu t1 d f ngs (NO$ . ~2, !J4-q6. 9~) wh 1 en 
was attended by a great number of people. Among those who spoke in favor of 
destgnatJon were Selma 1\attnet·. James Marston j;ftch, Henry .. Russell Hltcheock, 
noted archltectural historian, ~rederlek L. Rath, Jr., Deputy CommissionP-r for 
Pre5ervatlon, New York State, Councilman Hertry Stern, and Councflwoman Carol 
r,reltzer. Many of those who spoke in favor of desinnatlon also ur!1ed that the 

- 2 .. 



net-1 school fadtftfes he built in such a way that would permft retention of' the 
'lothtc style buJlrltngs. on Fourth Avenue. Stewe1·t \<!etmore, Suffragan Bhhop 
of fJew Yorkt 0!1". flenjami n rHnrne 1• {~Jli(~ 11cbr?.n lhJt cJdrts, ,(ur.-on~! r.,thff1rs spoke 
agafnst desfgnatton . 

M est I ffii! te by E. U. Howe f l Co. , r..on t rae t ors for th>:~ Hoore and Hutchins 
scheme, made ft clear that, over and above the estimated cost or the new 
facflftfes !t some $400tOOO fn additional funds would be r equi r ed to save the 
t-'ourth Avenue houses . Sy l\prf 1 or 1~7!1 the vestry ;ad d€>ddcd that Sf the 
money could be raised and a functtonat plan to reuse the: butldf ngs coutd be 
\"iOrked out , they would go along wlth such a scheme. Fund rafsfng was fnitlated 
by the promtse or a grant of $25~000 frorn the Kapfan Fund and substantial 
grants by others. Probably the turning pofnt in the fund ratsJng effort came 
when Thaddeus Seymour, President of Habash College fn Crawfordsvtlle. Indiana, 
obtained a grant of $tOO,OOC from a trustee of' \Jabash, Mr. El t U l ty, and the 
lf t ly Endowment. 13y June 1975 the New York Times reported t hat the F'ourth 
Avenue butfdinns had beet, aaved . uftfmatefv some $425,000 was raised, enough to 
f'1nance the revised constructfon plan . Much of the ctedft for the fund ratslng 
must go to the ~fforts of Vestryman Hhtt~v North Seymour, Sr., his eo•workers; 
end the School. 

In accordance with the revised designs by the architects for Grace Church, 
HutehlM, Evans & Lefferts, sucr;essors to t4oore and Hutehl n!h. the new gymnasium 
has now been built ort an interfor tot north of Hrace Ho·uS<:!. The preservation 
of the facades of this rO'n• of Gothic style bulldtngs is a f'fnc example of publtc 
int~rest fn reta fning the ar-chitectural character of an htstoric area or Ne\'1 
Vork City. Grace Chut•eh , coop~rating with preservatf<'"fsu and wfth vestrymen, 
parishfoners , school parertts. state euthorltfes, and otherS"'4tJho a ll worked 
dfHgently to9ether•"'was able to raise the nec~ssarv funds. ihe church then 
proceeded wfth t he plan for savtng thfs handsome frontage wtti ''~ rneetlng its 
functfonal requt rements and those of the school. tn a r•ew Yor·k ·n mes edf tori at, 
written at a time wh'-'n the ro\.lrth Aven1.1e buildfngs were consh:feredeffectively 
lost, ft was pointed out that were they to be saved this would be an "opportunity 
to demonstrate the the 1 .. f ght way to rebuild a city." l'oday t hese bu i 1 d tngs 
stand as a testimonial to the achtevernent of this worthy goa~c 

tn reeognttlon of th~tt~ s.Jgniftcance~ the Grace Church Houseto were plseed 
on the National t<egister or Historic Place$ on June 28, 1911~. 

On the basfs of a careful consfdet·ation or the history, the ar<:hftec:ture and 
other features of this butld1ng~ the landmarks Preservation Comrntsslon ftnds 
that Clergy House, 92 Fourth Aver,ue has a speefal character, specia l hfstodca 1 
and aesthettc interest and value as part of the development:, herit.,ge and cul ... 
tural characterist1cs of New Vorl<. Cfty. 

The Commlssfon furthe•· finds that~ among Its important oualitles, Clergy 
House ts one of the finest Gothic style buffdfngs in Hew York Cfty, that it 
was des t gned by the no tab 1 e at·ch i tectura 1 fl rm of Heins & 1-aFaf.fH~ l n keeping wt th 
Graee Memorta1 House. No . 94 .. qr; t:'ourth Avenue, that ft duplicates the design of 
No. 96 thus forming part or a handsome symmetrical group of buildfhgs, that it is 
distinguished by ftne Gothfc detaft, that ft forms~ part of the termfnal vtst~ 
obtained by looldrig west on 11th Street toward f!'ourth Avenue, that thfs buHding 
bears testimony to the Intelligent control exerctsed by ~raca Chu r ch 6ver 
architectural design for some sfxty years, .thus maldng it an if1tegral part of a 
remarkably coherent group of but ldfngs (Nos . 92, ~~1"·96, 98} on Fourth Avenue 
which harmonize perfeetly with the Church and ".ectory on Broad\11ay, that it fs a 
no tab 1e part of the C tty 1 s arch r tecture 1 her. Hage, that l t ~~a s saverf from 
demolition through the actfon of preservationists t1ho submrtted an ~lternative 
plan and helped raise the necessary funds to implement ft-~an outs tandinn example 
of the adaptive reuse of landmark quality buildings, and that th is buildtng lends 
great distinction to the neighborhood. 

Accordingly pursuant to the provisions of Chapter 63 of the Charter of the 
Ctty of New York and Chapter 13-A of the Admlnfstratlve Code of the Cfty of New 
York, the Landmarks Preservation Commlssfon designated as a Landmark~ Clet·gy 
tlouse, 92 Fourth Avenue, and rlestgnates as tts rela ted Landmark Site that part 
of norough of t1anhattan Tax Map 557. lot 39 whlch contains the land on which the 
described building Is situated, 
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