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GRACE MEMORIAL HOUSE (Huntington House), 94-96 Fourth Avenue,
Borough of Manhattan., Built 1882-1883; architect James Renwick, Jr.

Landmark Site: Borough of Maphattan Tax Map Block 657, Lot 39 in
part, consisting of the land on which the described building is
gituated. (Originally heard as Borough of Maphattan vax Mep Block 557,
tot 32 in part,)

On March 22, 1974, the lLandmarks Preservation Commission held a
public hearing on the proposed designation as & Lendmark of the Grace
Mamorial House, 94~96 Fourth Avenue and the proposed designation of
the related Landmark Site (Item 2)., The hearing had been duly '
advertised in accordance with the provisions of law. Thirty witnesses
spoke in favor of designation., There were twenty-five speakers in
cppoeition to designation.

PESCRIPTION AND MIALYSIS

This handsome Gothic style bulilding is one of the finest in the
City. It is an integral part of a picturesgue group of bhuildings,
8ll designed in similar style, that form part of the Srace Chunch
‘complex, and it is an essential texminal point of the vista obtaindd
by looking weet on 1lth Street toward Fourth Avenwe. In New York,
few structures remain which provide sudh teminsl features: grand
Central Station at the head of Park Avenue, the Metropolitan Museum
of Axt on FPifth Avenue at the end of Bast 82nd Stzeet, and the New
York public Library at the end of Bast 4lst Sireet are amponyg the
notable examples which come to mind,

The Grace Church complex is located on a portion of the oid
Brevoort Farm. The Brevooris were an old Xnickerbocker Ffamily, estab-
lished in the Ccity since 1673. The farm was bounded woughly by the
area between 9th and 13th Streets and Fourth to sixth Avenves. The
axistence today of a long block, running f£xom 10th to 12&h Btrests,
between Broadway and Fourth Avenue, ie due entirely o the stulbornness
of Henry Brevoort. When the City attawpted to cut through llth Street,
in accordance with the Commigsioners' Plan of 1807, he refused to
vacate or remove hisg fammbicuse, which stood on the west gide of Fourth
Avenue in the line of 1l{h Street. Succesasive ordinances were pasged-w-
to no avell--and so the effort to tut through the property was finally
asbandoned, In the last analysis, we owe the closed vista where Fourth
Avenue meets 1lith Street to Henry Brevoort.

Grace Church and its Rectory on Broadway were desiomed in the
@Gothlc Revivel style by architect James Renwick, Jr. Once New York's
most fashioneble church, it sexved a laxge aangxegatzon of well-«to-do
parishioners upon completion in 1846, By the 1870s and early eighties,
however, the scocial and cultural needs of the parigh and of the
neighboihcod had changed, and Dr. Henry C. Fotter, who gerved as rector
from 1868-1684, recognized the need for providing new facilities.

Ho. 94-96 Fourth Avenue, Grace Memorial House, once known as the

Day Wursery was reputedly New York's first day care center. Given to
Grace Church by the Hon. Levi F. lMorton, Vice-President of the United
gtates under Benjamin Harrison, in memory of his wife, it was designed
by James Renwick, Jr., to accord with the architecture of the 1846
Aectory on Broadway and was completed in 1883. Renwick added a Gothic
Revival facade and made other alterations to the two esrlier Greek Reviv:
aouses on the gite,



When Grace Memorial House was reopened in 1927 to house low-salaried
young women and female students, it was named Huntington House in
honor of rector wWilliam Reed Huntington. In 1953 it became a rehabil-
itation center for giris, and in 1937 it wes closed.

No. 96 was later duplicated by Ne. 22, Clergy House, built in
1902, making No. 94 which is svrmounted by a high geble, the center
of a perfectly symmetrical growp of buildipgs. It is a tribute to
Grace Church that Grace Memorial House and Clergy House, mithough
constructed at different dates and designed by different architects,
give the appearance of one building. No. 98, just noxrth of No. 94~86
was bullt in character with it in 1%07. These buildings bear testi~
mony to the intelligent control exercised by Grace Church over
architectural design for almost sixty vears, thus achieving a remark-
ably coherent group of buildings on Pourth Avenue which harmonize
perfectly with the older ones on Broadway. 2As a notable part of the
city's architectural heritage this fine group of buildings lends
great distinction to the esrea.

Arvchitecturally, Hog. 92 and 94-96 formn 2 homogeneous whole of
which No. 94~96 is an integral part, The ecclesiastical character
of Grace Church and its Rectory is carried out in the marble-faced
Memorial House in its wae of pointed-arch windows and in the dormer
and bay windows where trascery is emploved. The lzhel moldings over
the windows, the trefolil railings sbove the bay windows, and the
exockets and finial on the front geble of the roof are in themselves
o study in Gothic detail. The gable on No. 94, which ieg the most
striking feature of the closed vists, is exceptionally handsome with
its centrally placed statue set in & canopied niche surrouwnded by a
diapered, or overall, pattern cut in the stonews:rk ¢f the gsble. The
pointed-arch doorwsy at No. 94, flanked by coluwenz, has a gable cvowned
by a finial which extends up in fromt of o three-sided second stoxy
bay. 7This in turn, is suxmounted by a rectangular bay bearing the
inscription "Grace Memorial House" which is cxowned by & stone balcony
with trefolls. The moldings used as horizontal bandcourses serve to
unite the overall composition of this building with Nos. 92 and 98
with which it forms such an important part visually.

The story of how the Grace Church Houses were saved forms a wvital
part of their histoxy.

In the late 19608 a fund raising drive wag instituted for the
enlaxgement of Grace Church School utilizing the Gothic style buildings
on Fourth Avenue and Grace House behind them. They were to be ingen~
iovaly linked together by a connecting eorvidor with elevator and to
have a much needed asuditoriuvm-gvimasium in “"Tuttle HEall," & new
bullding then proposed to be located north of Neighborhood House, All
of this was set foxth in a fund raising brochure, Reach Out With Gzace,
showing the architectural f£imm of Oppenheimer & Brady's sketch drawings
of the proposed faclilities and the new facade of Tuttle Hall, premised
on razing only the two emall brick houses on Fourth Avemues however,
this special study proposal was never carried out because funds could
not be raised at that time.

In November of 1973, Moore and Hutching, the grchitects for Grace
Church, formally notified the Landmarks Preservation Commission that a
contract had been signed to proceed with new plans for expanding the
school, The proposed gymnasium, a structure of contenmporary desion,
was to replace the CGothic stvle buildings (Wos. 92, 94-96, and 98) on
Fourth Avenue. Thig decision was reached because of lack of funds and
the pressing needs of the school.,
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Professor James Marston Fitch of Columbls University, noted in
the field of preservation, was called upon by a group of presexvation-
ists to make a counter-proppsal and ¢o prepave a scheme which would
save the Gothiec style buildings whilas st the sane time satisfying
the fuscticnal reguirements of the school. oOn Januery 24, 1974, -

Dr. Benjamin Minifie, rector of Grzce Chuxch, infoxmad the Landmarks
preservation Commission that, having recelved so sstisfactory soiution
from Professor Fitch, and having received professional advige that a
new bullding incorporating the emisting facades would cost seversl
hundred thoueand dollars more than the bullding already designed by
the architects, the Vestry of Grace chuxch had voted on January 22 to
proceed with the new plen of Moore and Hutchins which iavolved the
demolition of the buildings on Fourth Avenue. At this point Community
Board No., 2 (Greenwich village) asked the Buildings Pepartment of the
Housing and Development Admindstrstion to rescind the demolition permit
which had been cbtained for the work. In February, students from
Columbia University and Cooper Union picketed the site.

_ On February 28 the Joint Emergency Comnmittes to Save Grace Church
" flousesn was formally organized by concerned citizens and called on the
Landmarks Preservation Commiseion to designate the gothic stvle
buildings. Selme Ratitner, an architectural historian, coordinated
their work and carried out the necessary historicsl research requrding
the sffected mildings.

On March 4, 1574, a suit wag broudht in the Supreme (Court, State
of New York, to prevent demolition of the buildings (Nom. 22, 94-96,
and 98} on Fourth Avenue, Fitch et 21 v, Minifie et al,and the judge
granted a temporary restraining oxder. On Apxrili 2, a prelimisavy
injunction was entered restraining the defendents from seeking a permit
for demolition until the controversy could be brovght to trial. Shortl
aftexwards, before the matter could be heard by the Appallste Court,
the legal action was discontinued by stipulation of the parties,

In the meantime, on March 22, 1974, the Landmarks Presexvation
Commission held a Public Bearing on the Fourth Avenue bulldings (Fos.
92, 94-96,98) which was attended by a grest number of pegple. Among
those who spoke infaver of designatlion were Selma Ratther, James
Marston Fitch, Henry-Russell Hitcheodk, noted architectural historian,
Fredexrick L. Rath, Jv., Deputy Commisgioner for Pregervation, New
York State, Councilman Henry Stern, and Counoilwoman Carcl Greitgzer.
Many of these who spoke in favor of designetion also urged that the
new school facilities e built in such & way that would pemmit reten-
tion of the Gothic style buildings on Fourth Avenue, Stewart Wetmore,
suffragan Bighop of New York, Dx. Benjemin mMinifie, and Robexrt Butchins
among others, spoke against degignation.

An estimate by E.W. Howell €o., contractors for the Moore and
Hutchins scheme, made it c¢leay that, over and gbove the estimated cost
of the new facilities, some $§400,000 ip additional funds would be
regquired to save the Fourth Avenne houges. DIy April of 1974 the vestry
had decided that if the money could be yvaised and a functional plan
to reuse the buildings could be worked out, they would go along with
guch a scheme., PFund roising was initiated by the promise of a grant
of $25,000 f£rom the Keplan Fund and substantisl grants by others.
Probably the turning point in the fund raising effort came when Thaddeu
Seymour, President of Wabash College in crawfordsville, Indiana, -
obtained a grant of $§100,000 frem a trustee of Wsbash, Mr. BEii Lilly,
and the Lilly Endowment. By June 1875 the New York Times reported that
the Fourth Avenue buildings had been saved., Ultimately some $425,000
was raised, enough to finance the revised construction plan. Much of
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‘tha eredit for the fund ralsing must go to the efforts of Vestryman
Whitney North Seymour, §¢., his co~workers, and the School.

In accordance with the revised desions by the avchltects for
Grace Church, Hutchinsg, Evans & Lefferts, successors to Mooxe and
Butchine, the new gymnasium has now been built on sn interior lot
north of Grace House. The preservatlion of the facedes of this zow
of Gothic style buildinge is a fine exmnple of public interest in
retaining the architectural character of an historic area of New
York City. Orace Chuxch, cooperating with preservationists, and
with vestrymen, parishioners, school parents, state suthorities, and
others~-who all woxked diligently together--was able to xaise the
necessary funds. The church then proceeded with the plan for saving
this handsome frontage while meeting its functionsl reguirements and
those of the school. In a New York Times editorial, written at a time
when the Fourth Avenue bulldings were considered effectively lost, it
was pointed out that were they to be saved this would be sn "gpportunil
to demonstrate the right wav to rebuild a city." Today these buildings
stand as a testimonial to the achievement of this worthy goal.

In recognition of their significance, the Grace Church Houses
ware placed on the National Register of Hietoric Places on June 286,
1974.

FINDINGS AND DESIGHATIONS

on the basisz of & careful consideration of the history, the
architecture and other festures of this building, the Landwarks
Preservation Commission finds that Grace Mﬁﬁﬂﬁfﬁi House (Huntington
Housge), 94-96 Fourth Avenuse has 2 special character, speclial historicsl
and aesthetic intevest and value as part of the development, heritsge
and cultural characteristics of New York City.

The Commission further finds that, among its lwportent qualities,
Grace Memorial Bouse is one of the finest Gothic Revival buildings in
New York City, that it was designed by James Renwick, J¥., the architec
of Grace Church and its Bectory on Broadwey, that in designing this
building Renwick added a Gothic Revival facade and made othek altera-
tions to two earlier houses on this site, that it wae the gift of the
Hon. Levi P. Morton, & Vice-President of the United States, that ¥o.

96 was later Guplicated by Me. 92, Clergy House, meking Ro. 94 vhich

is surmounted by a high gable, the center of a perfectly symmetrical
group of buildinge, that it is distinguished by fine Goithic detail and
a statue set in a canopied niche in the gable, that it is an essen~
tial terminal point of the vista obtained by locking west on 1lth Street
toward Fourth Avenue, and that this bullding bears testimony to the
intelligent control exercised by Grace Churxch cver architectural desion
for some sixty years, thus making it an integval part of a remarkably
coherent group of buildings (Nos. 92, 94-96,98) on FPourth Avenue which
harmonize pexfectly with the Church snd its Rectory on Broadway, that
it is a notable part of the City's architectural heritage, that is was
saved from demolition through the action of preservationists who
submitted an altexnative plan and helped railse the necessary funds to
implement it--an outstanding example of the adsptive reuse of landmark
guality baildings, and that this building lends grest distinction to
the neighbozrhood.

Accordingly pursuant to the provisions of Chapter 63 of the Charte:
of the City of New York and Chapter 8-3 of the Administrative Code of
the City of New York, the Landmarks Preservation Commission designates
as a Landmark, Grace Memorigl House (Huntington House), 94-96 Fourth
Avenue, and designates as its related Landmark Site that part of
Borough of Manhattan Tax Map Block 557, Lot 39 whidh contains the land en

which the :described building is eituatad. -
l



