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GMCB MEMOlUAL HOUSE (tiUnt1 .. nqton R01.\S~) ~· 94-96 Fou~h Avenue, 
Bo%'0\19h Of Manha:C:tat'h Built lSS2~o~ol8$3: ardh.:i.teot Sames R~wick, JJ:. 

~;andmat'k Site: aorouqll of M.anhatt.al'i T!aC Map Sloclt S$1, t.Pt. 39 ill 
part, consisting of the l.and on whicl1. t'he cescr.~.hed bu54ldinq is 
a:Ltuated. (originally heard as Bo~tvah of Manllattan T~~ Map Slook 557, 
Lot 32 in part.,) 

On Meird1. 22~ 1914,. tl-t.$ Lal'ldma:r:ks PX'&S$~*Vation Ccalltdss:Lon. b~d a 
p®lic hearing: on the proposed desig'naUon as a L&~a~k of the Grac:e 
MGmOt'ial House~ 94•96 J?Ou~th Av~ua ana the p:topcsad desi911ation of 
the relat.eta :r,an~l'.'lt: Site (Item 2). The. hoat":i.nq bad been du.ly 
advertised in a.cc:otCtMce wi:Ch the ptoVi$ion.s of 1&111'· Thit"ty witnesses 
spoke ixt favot' of tleed.gnat:.ion,, fhe:~:e ~fezoe t'l:feni:y ... five spealte:rs in 
o.ppo~ition to 6~aig.nation~ 

~ESCR!~~~ON AND ~ALYSXS 

'.~!his hands01.ne Gothie styla bt:d.ld.tng is one of th~ finest in t.he 
City. :tt is an inteqral. p~l"t of a piot:wt·~SJQ.'UG 9t'0\1ip of buildi:t19s~ 
all 4&8191\ed ~_,n, Sittd.lar. styla6• that fO:t."& part ¢f the Grace ChUl."eh 

· QCmple)t, an<l it !a ar."'l eetY~.rt~ial t.~al point. ¢)f tbe vista obtained 
by 1oold.nq ~-a$t .en 11th St.t:eet t.C).~a F~h Av~eo;. ttt N~' York, 
few stru.ctuea rema~.n which provida ~udt tem:nal fe;atures: Grand 
Central Stat5,.on ttt.t tll¢~ hea.d of l?arl~ Avenue, tl'\e Met:il!'o,t?olit.an M'Alsettm 
of Ari: on Fift.l"a t1v~stte ·at the e,."'td of mast S2ntJ.· St2:'~et; and th-e New 
York hblic Li'r-lracy at tl'1$ end of :last 41st s·~:t>e&t ar~ •o119 t11e 
notable exarttplee 'tll1'.btidt wme to mi..'\d<~> 

'l'ha Gr~ce Chwc-Qh cetnpl~ is located on a pot"t:ir,o~ . (};f t.l':te old 
:e"evoott )"'a~. !he &:cWQQ.l!ts ~f:l an old ~1cke:;..1;)oclt~r fmily t. e tab-
1ished. in th$ ·city sitM''Je :t673"' 'r.he fa~ 'i~e b<:fVJnd®:l ~O'l9lll .. y by the 
uea bf!tween 9th~ ~a 13th st.reets and rourtlt to s:t~ A'n*•t~s. The 
e:d.etenee today of a long blod'" J..~ing- ft'Om lOth to 12·t'h Streets., 
between Sroa~ay· and Fourth Av~ue~r is due ent!t-sl.y to tbe stubboi:nness 
of Hem:y Srevoo~lll> m1en the C!t:y $.tt¢a~ted to cut th~ough 11th Street, 
in acoor4~ce \-t.i;th the Conimill:lsiot\®t"a • P1tw. of l.SO?, he l:efuse4 to 
'\l'acatG 02: ltE«nn'V'e his Eattt\houset vmi.Oh 3tood on the west. ai4e of Fourth 
Avenue in the :u.na of 11th Str~Gt.-. sueces~,iv3 O:~CdJ..nMo.~s were passed-­
to no avatl ........ m4 so the (tffo~t to C\l.t tlu:ou~h the p:topE11!r"~ was finally 
abandoned. Ill the last analysis~ we Ot\l'$ t.ll~ closed -vista ""ttere Fow:tb 
Avenue 11\Gets 11th s"'~e~ to a:~ney eravoo:t. 

Graoe Cl';Ut'eh and it~ tlectoey on Btoadway tttera designed . ii1 tha 
00th$.C Revival &Jty1e by ar.ehit.ect Jamem Renwick. Jr ~ One~ New York as 
.Ost fashionable eltw:chf it set<ved ~ large ~O~'lqregation of well-to-do 
pat'ishionet-s upon completion in 1946. ' my t1le -1S7Qs' tlina early eighties, 
howEWer, the social etl\d cul tual neeas of ·tne pa:d-.sh and of the 
neig'hbol."hood had c:lhti\ilqad, and Dr. S:en~ c. J:tott.$r, who eerved as rector 
ft:om 1868·1994~, %'egoqnized tho need for provid3.ng ne-v.r fac:ilitiaso 

mo. 94•96 Foutth Avenuef Grace Memo~ial HouseB oncetnown as the 
Day SUt'ser.( was t:eputoClly New York'$ first day cue center. Given to . 
Gt"ace Church 'by tl·v.~ a:on. Levi t' ... l~~~on, Vic~President of the united 
States qnder Benjamin Harrison, in mamoey of his wife. it was designed 
by James Renwiclt, J~., to aQeo:rd with the architecture of ·the 1846 
aectoxy pn atoa.d'trlay and was completed in 1683.. Re..9)."t-ticlt (;laded a Gothic 
Revival_ facada and made other alteratiorts to the t-wo earlier ~}:'ee..'l( R,viva 
nouses on the site, 



when Grace Memorial House was reopened in 1927 to house low-salarie4 
young women and f~als s tudeil·ta, i.t. W"uS rt~ed- aunt.!ngtan sous.a !+"\ 
honor of rector William Reed Htmtin.gto11. In 1.953 :f.t bedame a rehabil· 
itotion center f<:"~JZ girls., and ;tn 195"1 l.t wa~1 cl05ltad ... 

NO~ 96 ~~4$ later d~licated by NO~ 92~ Cle~ House, butlt in 
1902, making No .. 94 wl1ioh is sulr.mmlnt:tf;l'ld by :a\ hl.~j;ih ga.bl.¢, ·tna eani:~er 
cf a perfectly symmetrical_ qro:ttp of bu§,.ldi~q~" It iaa a tribute to 
Grace Church th~t Graee Me~o:eial Hous~ and CleJ:gy House!J altbc~~gb 
ce>nstrucrted at different dates and deliiHi.gn~d. by diff~rent architects, 
give the appearance of one bu,ilding. rqo. 98, just north of No .. 94-96 
was built in charactet' with it in 1907. 'the~:Je 'kn.tildinge bear testi­
mony to the intelligent control exe.rel.s~ by Gl:ace ¢1htu:ch over 
arch~,tectural design for almost s:l.:.h."ity years, thus adhiev:l.ng- a remark­
al>ly ec>hel:en.t q:toup of buildings on Fourth Ave11ue t4hicb ha:t."mmnize 
perfectly with the older on(!s on Broadway. A a a not~ able part of tlle 
c:L ty • s ardhi:t.eot1tral he~i tage thi~ fine 9le0Up of buUd:in9s lends 
qreat aistinetion to the ~xe~ • 

. Archi teetutally, No:t.t" 92: and 94-96 fon1 a1 hO!L'Cgeneous whole of 
which No .. 94.,..9G iii:l ~"~ i-11t.egral part. lfhe ecel.~siastical <:haraeter 
of Grace churdh and i te rtectoty is cat"J:ied out. in the ma:d:tJ.e .. ·faeed 
Memori{lll House in its use of point.ed-arQh wi11-dows nnd in the doxmer 
and bay windows where traceey is employed\11 rrhe label mol.cl:J.ngs over 
the windows~- the t.:refo~l ~ailing a abov;~ the bay WU~dO"tlfS, atld the 
=-oclcete and finial on the frortt q:eb) .. ¢1\ of t:he ro-of are in themselves 
a study in Gothic detail .. ~.t'b.a ga:':ile on l~o,.. 94, wh:i.eh is the most 
·etriking feat.~tre of th$ el.oeed 1fi$tl!te is ~ceptionally h~dsome witll 
its centrally plaeea tJtat.tl~ set i11. a eanopi~~ nicll.~ ~.t'l::~unded by a 
tU.apered, or O•ve:ra.ll, pattern cut in the s';oneworJ!! of the gable.. ~e 
point.ed-ucb doo~1ilf a~: No. 94., flML~ by' QQ·l~~, has a 9able cl!'O"'.~~ned 
by a fi.nial w'ttieh ~xten6s up in f~ont. of a tb.r.e~-sid~-1. sec~:>nd st*:>ry 
bay. 'lhls in turn,. ia m:ttmc1untea by if:1 t-eetanqttla%' bay 'bearinq the 
insQription '•Grace r~e.'UOrial HOllae u \1hi<.'!h is c~~ed ~~ ~ stone balaony 
wit'b t:tefoila" Th~ mold.ings· used ~~ ho·ri:wntal l:>andoourses s~te to 
unite the overall composition of this buildi111;J wi.th Nos •. 92 and 98 
1rr.Lth which it. fotms such an. ~.mpo&.~ant part vi:Em~ttJ:ll:y .. 

'the stO!tY of how ·the Grace Chur~ HoutJes 1/f~e saved fom~ a vi tal. 
part of their h~.$-t'.OX".Y., 

In the late 19603 a fund r~ising ~i~~ ~~a ~1e.tituted fo~ the 
enl~ement of G:rat::e Chlt:t:dh School utili~ing th$ Gothic style buildinqs 
on fourth Av~nue and G~>aee l!ouse behind th~lh '!!hay were to be ingen­
iously link~d togethe~ by a cocneeting eorridor with elevato~ and to 
bave e. tmlcb no~G-d aud:l.tot-i~ID,~mnasiuta in u~ru.ttle Hallt n a new 
building tlle.tn propoeeel to be 1oeated no:~etl1 o:f Ne;i.gbl:tor.<hood House, All 
of tt:is w•s sat fol:th in a . fund l!'~l.s1 .. tA9 brochu;-ee ~~JS:'P.-. QBF Wi,t..b .. G.z:ag_!, 
show.:~.ng the a~ebit:ect.utal fin-t of Oppt--..nhei.tner & &rs,dy 's sketob drawings 
of the proposed facilities and tl1e n$W facade of ~ttle Hall, pr~sed 
on raeinq only the two small brick 11ous~• on 1rou~h Avenuer howev.er, 
this $pec!al atudy p~¢$al was never car~ied out beeause funds oould 
not b$ ~aisad at that time. 

Xn ~ovel\tber of 1973; MOore antl autchil'lfh the ar~Jlitacts for Grace 
dhurch, fon'\a11y notified. the :r..andmark..s Pr$serv.atiort c~ission that a 
contract had been $igned to ptoce~ with new plan$ fo~ expanding the 
achool. The ptopoaed ~a.sium a structure of contemporary design, 
was to replace the Gothic style buildinqs · (:Nos • . 92, 94-96, and 98) on 
rourtll Avenue. 'this decision was xosa~ed because of lack of funds and 
the pressing n.er.;tds of the school. 



Professor James Marston Fiteh C}f f.X:.lw~tb:~-ti \J~lbrersity, note<! in 
tbe field of preservation, was called upon bv a qroup of p~ea~ation­
illl'ts to lftlake li1 CO"..Ultar"":l~-r~'1ip!l)$al a1.~d. t~., fJ<&:ep2l':~! fJI. $an-.-e whi~ wo'Ul.d 
save th• GOthic style .. buildinqs ·wh;.U.li at tl1e mar:n\~ ti:'lSe sati~!:;:vint:J 
tll~ £-uact~ional :~t:aq.uir.aments of t.he $dhool. 011\ JanuaJ:Y ~4. 1974,. · 
Dr. fJE.)njami!l. Minifie~r ~ec~t:or of G:t~~.~e Ch~rch~~ in:fo~d the Landrna:t'~ 
J?resel..-ovation comnlission tl1at, ha.~riny ~ece.tv~.a !!'t.e l:.;ati.af~~or.'!lv $0l:utJ .. on 
from Professor Fitch, at1d. having received prof~ssit.>n~J. a;dvi~e t..b~t a 
new building incorporating ·th~ enist~ facade$ WQU1d cost sev~ral 
hundred thousand dollars more than. the buil.dinq alt"eady 4~si·gr4ed by 
i'!he architeetsq t.ha Vestry of Grace Ch1;.u:ch had ,roted on J~J'luary 22. to 
proceed \trl.th tlte new pl~ of MOore· ana liutahilrtt.J 'Whid'i in.Volved the 
Clemolition of th+:a buildings on Pou:m:.h l.\\ten,te~ At ·this point:. community 
Board No- 2 (Gt"~enwicll-V'ill~9'13!) as'kad the B\dldin.gs Depa:ttment. of the 
aoueinq and Development Admim~e~t.;t"ation to ~esoind the demQlition pexmit.: 
"tt.rh:l~ had been obtained for tl'l.e wort(.. In ~1ebna.ry r students fX"om 
Columbia tn1ive~$Lty and Cooper Union pi~~eted thG sit~@ 

On Febtuf;il:ty 28 t1.1.e t1oint EM,~r.g;ancy C~wtdttee to S.~:Ve G:eace Church 
: souses was fo:~..oontally o):qax~ia~!d by aoru::•rned. citizene and CQJ.l~ on tl1,e 

Lancwarks l?r®sel."Vation comwd.ssio~"t t:.o. d.$1signat.e t.be G4.)•thie stvl.e 
bulldinqs., Selm~ Ra.ttn~ 11 an arah§:.:t~tux-al hililt.ori~l" ooordinated 
their: 'teJOr'k and oarried out ~-:.h~ n.ee®sDlt."'Y historir:al ~es~a\."C.'h rGqa:r:ding 
the affe(!ted bu~tld~.ng-s o 

On Mareh 4~ 1914, a suit wae b;t"'uq.ht in. the S~;tpr.eme Co~e State 
of New Y.'(.)l'l~~ tfJi plt'evemt damolit.ion of the btd.ld.i~1\9'& (NO$. 92«~ 94-96~ 
and 96) on FOiltt'th »..vGnUeu l.-1:~P!LS !1, .,v ... ~~.1 .. ~ ..... !-Ul$ and th~ ju,age 
grante<-1 a temporal.1{ )!$StX';s:!nin9 order\\> Ott 1.-p:d.l 2u a. preljJninary 
inj\mction 'W"?l& entered ~est~ain:i.n9 the defeo"-dants f:.~:an Slf;eld.n9 a l'H~~...it 
fo~ demoli.tioal until the <.*Ontrover$y could be 'b:ro'fJ~1.lt to trial " Shor.t:t 
aft.~dst~ 17lefore t.he ma:tter could b~ he;~~ 1,)"'.1 the App~ll.ata Court~~ 
the leqal ae·tio:n was disoontinued '!r~ stip~littion of t he parties. 

In the tneantima~r on Marcl't 22 .. 1974~~ tJ:l,e 1..tandmtlll:lt:s Preservation 
eommi£Jsion halQ a Public Haarinq, on the f'O\Xrth Avenu~ huildincrs (N'os .. 
92, 94-96e 99) ~ihieh W&:$1 attan<~ by a qr~~t ~el!\ of l".H!.Ople. l\nlOng 
those \tho ~pQk$ in favo'!!: of delli9tlation we~e Selma bt~:ne:t', James 
Mal:ston l:"':U:ch, a:eney-~tJse).l ttitchcock, not ed architec{:u.rta.l historian, 
Frederick. L.. Rath, J'Y:" ll Deputy Ca,"m.td .. ssi~.er for Preserv~tion, New 
York State, Councilman Heney St~.mt' and cou.noihmntan Carol Grelt2:er .. 
Many of those 'l!Iho spoke in fmro:r of desiqna.t.ion. also t1rg:~d that. the 
new school faci1~i ties be hl.til t in such ~ way that ~tould pemi t reten­
tum of the Gothie style bui l.dings on F.ourth Avenu;e,.. t;t$W'art Wetmore~ 
suffra9'M Bishop of ~~ ·~to:r.k~r n:r: .. :eenjanun. t•ti.nifiee and mob$rt Iiu.tchin£ 
~nq othersq ~ok® against de$i~nation9 

M ~st.imate by l3 ,.. W ~ i:loweJ.l Co .. , eont~.t"actors f or· the MoOre and. 
HUtchins sehe4.t~ec made it. clear that, ove~ and above the es'f::intated cost 
of the new facilities, fLlOme f400,000 in additional :fund.s would be 
requ.t:red to save the Fou:tzth Avenue houses~ S}'" Ap:ril of 1974 the vestry 
had dec:L4ed t11.at if the ~~oney could b$ raised and a functional plan 
to reuse the buildings dould b~ -worked out~ they TA!Ould <;10 along with 
$UCh a scheme. FUnd ~tl.ising was initiated by the pt'omisa of a grant. 
of ~25, 000 from the l(aplan Fund and aubstantia.l. grants by others. 
Probably the turning poJ.nt in the fund raising ¢;ffo~ eme when Thadde-u 
Seymour,. Presid$1'\t of tlabash colle<9e :.bt cra"tdordaville, Indiana, 
obtained a qrant of $100,000 ft"om a trustee of WahashB Mr" Eli Lilly, 
and the Lilly EndO'Wlnent. By arune 1975 the J!ew:. Yor'!,~~~e...§i reported t.:hat 
the Fourth Avenua buildinqs had be$n aaved" Ul tintately some $425, 000 
was raised., enough to finance the revised construction plan$ MUdh. of 
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. . . 

the c!fed:f; t for tJ1.e fund. rai~i;:\g nltua:~: f3:><) to ·th<~ efforts of Vest~an 
W'hit.ney Not'th Seymour, Sl!'e., his eo-wor:kerse and the School . 

I n a c:eordanca with ·t:.11e :J:.'(Wis~d designs by t.J::te a:e:chitaa't:.a fo:j!' 
G;oac:e Church, Hutchins~ Evans & Lefferts!' Sl.tCf!EISS·Ors ~D lii!OOX'$ and 
~tchins, the new 9'ftl.nasium 'has now l:lE:e.n b~~:U:t on a.n !.."'lt·srior lot 
north of G:ra~e aouse. 'lhe pr¢seJe·v•atJ.on o:1: tb.e facedefJ of tbi~ 1.~~11 
of Gothi c st.yl.e buil4in9'B is a fine example of pul>lic int<$:t:es·t in 
retaining the archit~~.t>al c'hara.ct<!li:t of an. hiet.o:r~ .. e uea of New 
York City.. Grace cb:ureb, oooperatinq with pre~~tv'at1onistse amd 
with vest~M, patishione~e;., sebool parant1t;, st.atE!l au.thoxtt;) .. es, and 
others-· .. 'Who all worked diliqe.nt.ly t.o9ether-... was able to ~aise the 
neoessarv funds. The ehtt:r!'ch then proce$ded -vlitb t:he plan foX' saving 
thi s handsome frontaq~ wile meeting i.t.s functi~nsl r~trements a:md 
those of the sehoo:L. In a ~Xe_r;lt. me~ ed.itor.ia:.tl,. written at a time 
when the Fourth Avenue b\'lildi1"Ags ·trrere considered effectively lost., it 
"'as pointed out that. ware th(i!lt to be $aved tl\:Ls '\rro:uld be M .. cppol.'ttllni'l 
to demonstrate the riqht wav to rebuild a city.~~ ~day theta~$ build:Ulgs 
st.and as a t.est~nial to th$ aehie\"e.\letl.t of thi$ ·t~~<""Orthy goal .. 

In recognition of the:i.~ significance~ the Gt:aca Chur~h HotUJes 
w•re plaood on the NationaL R.aqister of ltli .. sto~ie ~l~ca$ on tl"Une 28 It 
1974. 

on the b~si$ of i1l caltef~-t1 ootud.deration of the history, the 
arcl'ti.t.ect.ut:e and other fec;:tw:-es of thie b'a:i.l~, the La~~u.ks 
Preservation CO.iasiM finds t.ha·t Gx>aee ~~~o~:f~~l liotu~e (BWlt.ingt.on 
House),. 9"1.-96 Fourth .Av~"'ltlla bas a t!peei.~l charac'~~t1 l!i>lpeeial historieal 
and aest..~ati~ interest. as.~d value ~~ pa1,-t of ·t:l:~e de'tTeler~~M'C~t he:rita;~ 
autcl cult:w~al chaleaete~istJ .. <:s of N~ York Cli.t.y., 

~he Commission furt:b.ar ·fii.lda tlt•t, ~nonq its :Unpol:"tS!.l'~ q:t:tali·t.i~~., 
Grace M~rial HQ.use is one of the :finest Gothic PHJ'ival buildinqa :U1 
New Yor~ City, that it was aesign®d ~./ J11tmes ~en'll"Iidt• ~1r .. , the ~chi:tec·! 
.of Grace Ch'\U:Ch and ita R,4/lcto~:y on B:t"'a:d~P~aY~· th.at. :l.~ designin9 this 
building aon~"ick .aCided a Got:b:t.c Rev·ival t:acade ud ma~'W other altera­
tions to i:wo earli~r hot:tses on tl1is aitet' that ~.t W'al! tl'1e gift of the 
Hon. Levi 1?., Mortono a Vioe-P~est~~"lt of tl1e Ul"d.ted States, that No .. 
96 was later duplicated. by l\l'G.. 924' Clermr nOU$19& mwd . .ny ~·o. 94 which 
is surmounted by a hi<gh q~le" ·the center of a perfectly symmetrical 
group of buildtngs~ that it is distinguished by fine Got-1-tie detail and 
a statue eet in a ea:1opied. niche iJit ·th-e gable!ia ·that it is an. essen-
tial terminal pc>i11.t of the vi eta ol,t.ain$(1 by :loold.ng west eu1 11th Street 
towa~d Fourth Avenue, and ~lat this building bea~s testimony to the 
intel l igent eont~~l ~cereise~ by Graoe Church ever architectural design 
for some sixty yaatsc tl\\l$ malting 1.t an, integral1'art of a remarkably 
coherent. qt-oup of build.i.w;a {Nort~. 92,. 9·4 ... 96, 9S) on Fou.rth Avenu~ wilich 
harmoni~e pa~feetly 1(lit.h tJu~ Chul!'ch and its R.G:t:.:rto:t1r on Broadway, that 

i t i s a notable part of the City's aroh:f.'t~;eetural heritage, 'tl'h.a1:. is waa 
saved from d.emoli t.ion through the a<:tion ef p:Ce$el:Va't:io,nists 'Who 
submitted an alte~at:lve plan and h~lped t'Ziise the necessary funds t o 
impl ement it ....... an outst.andinq e't:axnple of tbcr: ad.aptive :t:wse .of landmark 
qual:t.ty btild.1 .. nqs, and th~t tl1.is building lends qr$at dist.inctd.on to 
the Mi;rhbox-boo4. 

Aceordinqly pursuant to the provisions of Chaptet" 63 of the Charte:t 
of the City of New York w\d. Chapter a .... A of the Admi.t'l:istrative Code o,f 
the City of New York, th<e Landmarks Ptese:tVation Commission designates 
as a Landnlazolt, Grace Memori~ tiouse (HUntington House) , 94-96 Fourth 
Avenue, and. desi9nates as its related Landmark Site that part of 
Borouqh of Manhattan '!'ax Map Blodk 557, Lot 39 whidh contains the land on 
'Vibich the '4esoribed buil.dinq is situat<.'d. ·. , 


