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UNITED STATES FEDERAL BUILDING, 641 Washington Street, Borough of Manhattan. 
Begun 1892, completed 1899; architect w. J. Edbrooke. 

Landmark Site: Borough of Manhattan Tax r1ap Block 604, Lot 33. 

On }~rch 8, 1966, the Lan~~arks Preservation Commission held a public hearing 
on the proposed designation as a Landmark of the United States Federal Building 
and the proposed designation of the related Landmark Site. (Item No. 35). The 
hearing had been duly advertised in accordance with the provisions of law. Two 
witnesses spoke in favor of designation. In a letter to the Commission, the 
Acting Regional Administrator of the Federal Government's General Services 
Administration questioned the proposal to designate the building. 

DESCRIPTION AND ANALYSIS 

This handsome Romanesque Revival warehouse building, now known as the 
Federal Building, was built as the 11Apprais<$f~' Warehouse11 by the u. s. 
Government. It fills an entire city block/~s ten stories high. Built almost 
entirely of brick, its f our sides are similarly constructed and make a very 
effective use of mnsonry arches. 

The great arches at first floor level spring directly from stone blocks and 
embrace both first floor and basement windows. Above these great arches are 
paired, square-headed windows beneath a powerful horizontal stone belt-course 
which extends all around the building. Above this, the windows are impressively 
carried up for five stories and arched at their tops. A skillful diminution of 
scale is achieved at the top of the building by means of paired windows extending 
up two stories and again arched at their tops. The scale is further diminishGd at 
the topmost floor whor e a series of very small arched windows produc es a contin
uous rhythm carried around the curved corners of this grea.t building thus unifying 
the whole. These windows, as s een from a distan~e, sjmula.te the effect of battle
ments such as wer e t o be f ound in Nedieval castl es just below the top parapets. 
Despite all this Medievalism, the gener al eff~ct is one of powerful unity and of a 
gener ally smooth-walled brick building. 

The question has baen raised by the Federal Government as to whether this 
building should be designated by New York City as a Landmark. The Commission is 
cognizant of the jurisdictional question. Neverthel ess, it is very important for 
the Government of New York City t o stat e of f icially its deep concern that this 
building be preserved. Ther e should be no unc6rtainty aboutthis in anyone's mind. 

The Commission would be negligent if it failed to act in this situation. At 
some time in the future this building may be in jeopardy. Our designation will be 
especially hel pful in alerting New York City's elected r epr esentatives in 
Washington of the importance of savi ng this bui lding. At pr esent the Commiss ion's 
specialists can be of service in pr ovi ding advice so t hat the archi t ectural 
integrity of this building is maintained. Indeed a fine r elationship already 
exists with many l ocal r epres entatives of the Federal Government. 

FINDINGS AND DESIGNATIONS 

On the basis of a car eful consider ation of the history, the archi t ecture and 
other f eatures of this building, the Landmarks Pr eservat i on Commiss i on finds that 
the Feder al Building has a speci al character, special historical and aesthetic 
inter est and value as part of the development, heritage and cultural character
istics of New York City. 

The Commission further finds that, among its important qualities, the 
Feder al Building is one of the f inest exampl es of the Romnnesque Revival Style of 
architecture in New York, t hat it is an extremel y s imple yet powerful architectural 
composition and that it is an excellent example of arched masonry brick construc
tion almost t ot ally devoid of det ail, r elying on the rhythm and diffet>tJntiation 
of its arches t o achieve a quality of archi t ec t-ural di st i .n.; t i on such as is r arely 
t o be f ound. 

Accordingly, pursuant t o the pr ovisions of Chapt er 8~A of the Char t er of the 
City of New York and Chapter 8-A of the Administrative Code of the City of New 
York, the Landmarks Pr eservati on Commission desi gnat es as a Landmark the United 
St at es Federal Building, 641 li<wldngt on Street, Bor ough of Manhattan and desig-
nA.t cs Tax ]\1;:tp BJ 0ck 6 0}-J., .Lot 33, Bor ough of Manhattan, as i ts Landmark Sit e . 


